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The usually silent Supreme Court justice ignites a constitutional debate 


BY MICHAEL BRONSKI 


HICH WAS MORE surprising 

during oral arguments before the 
US Supreme Court last week in Vir- 
ginia v. Black, a case that will settle 
whether cross-burning is a protected 
form of speech under the First 
Amendment: that Justice Clarence 
Thomas had something to say? Or 
that when Thomas described cross- 
burning as an act “intended to cause 
fear and to terrorize a population,” he 


used Andrea Dworkin’s and Catherine 


MacKinnon’s arguments contending 
that pornography does not deserve 
First Amendment protection? Proba- 
bly the latter. It’s ironic, to say the 


least, that the man who introduced 


mainstream Americans to the oeuvre 
of porn star “Long Dong” Silver is 


making convincing anti—First Amend- 


ment arguments 

that so closely re- 

semble the work of 

radical anti-porn 

feminists. So con- 

vincing, in fact, that 

the New York Times 

on Sunday followed 

up Thomas’s words 

from the bench with 

an editorial in favor 

of the thrust of the Virginia law that 

makes cross-burning illegal. 
There’s no question that the image 


of a burning cross surrounded by 
hooded men has haunted the American 
imagination — and, most particularly, 
the African-American 
imagination — for 
more than 150 years. 
It’s shameful that in 
2002, we as a nation 
are still dealing with it. 
But as the continuing 
furor over Senate ma- 
jority leader Trent 
Lott’s remarks during 
Senator Strom Thur- 
mond’s 100th-birthday celebration 
shows, the public debate about 


See THOMAS, page 24 
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Cardinal’s exit 
will have little 
practical effect 


Scandal is too broad 
and too deep 


BY KRISTEN LOMBARDI 
See NSDERING THAT he deliberately 


covered up child molestation by scores of 
deviant priests and enabled the molestation of 
children to take place time and again, cover- 
age of Bernard Cardinal Law’s resignation 
from his post as archbishop of Boston has 
been amazingly sympathetic. 

The morning after Pope John Paul II accept- 
ed Law’s December 13 resignation, the Boston 
Herald trumpeted compassion. across its front 
page, with the headline FORGIVE ME over a 
photo of a presumably contrite Law speaking 
with the pope. The Boston Globe, too, led an 
1 1-page spread on the news with the feel-good 
headline A CHURCH SEEKS HEALING, 
page, article after article, the dailies played up 
the cardinal’s 
“tattered” lega- 
cy as actually 
chock full of 
kind deeds and 
stellar achieve- 
ments. In its 
December 14 
editorial, the 
Globe — which 
likes to claim 
that its dogged 
investigation 
broke the biggest sex-abuse scandal in the city 
— took a shockingly measured approach: 
Law’s resignation, the paper argued, marked 
resulting from Law’s 


age after 


How Law’s 
management 
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him down 


BY ANDREW BUSHELL 
page 18 


“a sad but necessary day” 
failure to “grasp the criminality of a few” —a 
The heart-tugging 
treatment continued in the paper’s December 
15 edition, which was fronted with a piece — 
‘| HAVE NO HATRED,’ LAW SAYS — detailing the 
cardinal’s forlorn trip back to Boston from 
The reporter portrayed Law as “ex- 
uncertain about his future, 


Rome. 
hausted and sad,” 
undone by a “feeling of great sadness.” 
There can be no doubt that the cardinal’s 
sudden. and dramatic departure precipitat- 
ed by a sustained uprising among lay people 


See LAW, page 18 
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N PHOENIX 


EDITORIAL 


The GOP is taking a hard look at Lott. The Democrats should do the same with Daschle. 










Plus, Bryon Rushing’s courageous run and the continued injustice of the death penalty. 


Lott’s lot 


T LOOKS AS IF Senate majority leader 

Trent Lott of Mississippi won't be majori- 

ty leader much longer. Controversy con- 
tinues to rage over Lott’s observation, ut- 
tered during a toast at Senator Strom Thur- 
mond’s 100th-birthday party and broadcast 
live on C-SPAN, that “if the rest of the coun- 
try” had followed Mississippi's 
lead in voting for Thurmond 
during his 1948 run for presi- 
dent on a segregationist plat- 
form, “we wouldn't have had all 
these problems over all these 
years, either.” 

Senate Republicans, led by 
Don Nickles of Oklahoma, will 
hold a meeting January 6 to de- 
cide whether to keep Lott as 
majority leader. Make no mis- 
take, Nickles, whose voting 
record on civil-rights issues is 
nearly as bad as Lott’s, is motivated more by 
ambition than by a desire to see the GOP 
take a strong anti-racist stand. But the end 
result will be good for the country. Lott, who 
has made other similar remarks about Thur- 
mond’s 1948 run and Mississippi's support 
for him, represents everything that’s bad 
about white America. He makes racist state- 
ments and denies they are racist. He opposes 
civil-rights legislation and denies he’s being 
racist. He cozies up to the racist Council of 
Conservative Citizens and then denies that 
the association means anything. Lott is, in 
short, a product of the Confederate-flag- 
waving Deep South that would reinstate seg- 
regation in a second. His leadership of the 
Senate is a national embarrassment, and he 
should go. 

But the Democrats haven't escaped the 
brouhaha unscathed. The party failed to come 
to the defense of African-Americans. The 
same day Lott made his first of four (and 
counting) apologies for his statement, Senate 
minority leader Tom Daschle noted: “There 
are a lot of times when he and I go to the mi- 
crophone and would like to say things we 
meant to say differently, and I’m sure this was 
one of those cases for him, as well.” Huh? 

There are times when covering for a col- 
league, as Daschle was so obviously doing, 
the right thing to do. This was not one of 
those times. For the most part, Democrats 
were initially quiet on the issue, with just a 
few exceptions. Former vice-president Al 
Gore called on the Senate to censure Lott 
during last Sunday’s broadcast of Inside Pol- 
itics, and Senator John Kerry and the Rev- 
erend Jesse Jackson said the same day that 
Lott should step down. (Ironically, of course, 
Jackson, didn’t drop out of the 1988 presi- 
dential race, as he should have, after making 
his infamous “Hymietown” slur on New 
York.) Senator Ted Kennedy described Lott’s 
remarks as a “salute to bigotry.” 

After Democrats pressured Daschle to 
make a stronger statement, he did, calling on 
Lott to make a “specific renunciation and re- 
pudiation” of his statement and also calling 
on President Bush to “make clear that Sena- 
tor Lott’s words were unacceptable.” But for 
the most part, the Democrats have said little 
about Lott’s racist remarks. There are times 
when it’s wise to be quiet while your oppo- 
nent is busy slitting his own throat. This is 
not one of those times. The Democrats 
should be all over Lott, publicly making the 
case that fond remembrance of Jim Crow has 
no place in America in 2002. This point sim- 
ply cannot be made loudly enough. 

It must be noted that one of the shocking 
things about this controversy is that Lott 
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made his remarks on a Thursday, at which 
time the big media and our political leaders 
pretty much ignored them. It wasn’t until 
politicians and pundits took notice of the 
outrage over Lott’s remarks from influential 
bloggers like the liberal Joshua Micah Mar- 
shall and the conservative Andrew Sullivan 
that anyone spoke out against 
Lott and forced his first apology 
— which came in a written 
statement Monday, four days 
after Thurmond’s birthday 
party. 

It’s hard to believe that we’ve 
become so cynical about our 
leaders that we barely notice 
when the most influential sena- 
tor in the country publicly pines 
for the good old days of segre- 
gation. The good news is that 
the GOP is taking a hard look at 
whether it still wants Lott in its leadership 
position. The bad news is that the Democrats 
have said so little on the matter. 
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T’S SYMBOLIC, but it’s important. State 

Representative Byron Rushing announced 
this week that he is running for House 
Speaker. To date, only a dozen legislators 
have said they will support him. It takes 81 
votes to win the speakership. 

This fall’s election showed great public 
disaffection with current Beacon Hill leader- 
ship. Mitt Romney won the governorship by 
a surprisingly wide margin, given that polls 
showed him neck and neck with State Trea- 
surer Shannon O’Brien in the days leading 
up to the election. A series of ads Romney 
ran in the final days linking O’Brien with 
Beacon Hill leaders including 
Finneran (the “gang of three” 
spots) is largely credited with 
swaying the public to Romney. 

In addition, the group Over- 
throw Finneran (www. Over- 
throwFinneran.org) sponsored 
nonbinding referendums in 18 
House districts asking voters to 
instruct their state representa- 
tives not to re-elect Finneran as 
House Speaker. All 18 districts 
passed the measure. 

Finneran is notorious for 
punishing dissenters — like Rushing. In 
1997, Rushing didn’t support Finneran’s bid 
for speaker, so Finneran took away Rush- 
ing’s chairmanship of the Insurance Com- 
mittee. And after Rushing supported term 
limits for House Speakers a few years ago, 
he lost his spot on the Transportation Com- 
mittee. 

Under Finneran’s reign, the amount of 
legislation the House considers has dwindled 
drastically. Measures routinely passed by the 
Senate, most significantly domestic-partner- 
ship measures, die in the House. Finneran 
was also the obstacle for many years to get- 
ting legislation passed that would have man- 
dated clergy, including clerics in the Catholic 
Church, to report child abuse. It’s not a pret- 
ty legacy. 

Rushing’s going to lose. He’s knows he’s 
going to lose. But he deserves high praise for 
doing what no other legislator has the 
courage to do: take on Finneran one on one. 

* 


HE US JUSTICE Department released 
some good news on Sunday: both the 
number of prisoners sentenced to death and 

those who were executed in the United 





States declined in 2001. Last year, 66 pris- 
oners were put to death, 19 fewer than the 
85 who were killed in 2000. Death sentences 
were given to 155 defendants in 2000, which 
marks the third straight year in which death 
sentences have decreased. In 2000, there 
were 229; in 1999, there were 282; and in 
1998, there were 304. 

All that said, however, the death penalty 
remains a sickening instrument of “justice.” 
Not only is it wrong on every conceivable 
moral ground, but there is simply no guaran- 
tee that it can be applied fairly. Last week’s 
execution of Oklahoma inmate Jay Wesley 
Neill demonstrates this. 

There is no doubt that Neill was guilty of 
the murders for which he was sentenced to 
death: there were witnesses, and he not only 
confessed to the crimes, but he also apolo- 
gized repeatedly to his victims’ families. The 
murders he committed were almost inconceiv- 
ably cruel — a summary of his case might 
even sway the opinion of one undecided on 
the death penalty: in 1984, when he was 19, 
Neill robbed a bank with his boyfriend, 21- 
year-old Grady Johnson. During the robbery, 
Neill stabbed three bank employees to death; 
one of them was seven months pregnant. After 
killing them, he tried to decapitate their bod- 
ies. During the robbery, five customers en- 
tered the bank, including an 18-month-old 
child. Neill forced all of them to lie face down 
on the floor. He then shot each of them, 
killing one and wounding three. Although 
Neill has always denied shooting at the 18- 
month-old, who survived the ordeal un- 
scathed, witnesses say Neill did shoot at the 
child, but his gun had by then run out of bul- 
lets. The robbery yielded $17,000, which Neill 
and Johnson used to flee to San Francisco, 
where they spent the money on 
jewelry, clothing, cocaine, hotel 
rooms, and limousines. They 
were arrested three days later. 

During the penalty phase of 
his second trial, the prosecutor 
made an astonishingly blatant 
homophobic appeal to the jury: 
“I'd like to go through some 
things, and I'd like to do it in as 
generic a form as I can.... | 
want you to think briefly about 
the man you're setting [sic] in 
judgment on and determining 
what the appropriate punishment should be, 
and believe me, ladies and gentlemen, you 
have everything in this case, the good, the 
bad, everything that the law allows to aid 
you in this decision. ... I'd like to go 
through some things that depict the true 
person, what kind of person he is. He is a 
homosexual. The person you’re sitting in 
judgment on — disregard Jay Neill. You’re 
deciding life and death on a person that’s a 
vowed [sic] homosexual.” 

Neill’s crimes leave one speechless. But so 
does the prosecutor’s reasoning that Neill 
deserved to die, in part, because he is gay. 
The Phoenix has editorialized many times 
that the death penalty is wrong and immoral. 
But cases like this clearly show other reasons 
to stop the executions of prisoners in this 
country: there are simply no guarantees that 
the punishment is being meted out in an im- 
partial manner. In this case the prosecutor 
called upon the jurors’ prejudice against 
gays. And the fact remains that it is minori- 
ties and the poor who are executed in the 
greatest numbers. & 


What do you think? Send an e-mail to 
letters@phx.com. 
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SUPERHERO STATUS QUO 


Marvel’s gay cowboy 
changes nothing 


Conservatives have spent the past two weeks agonizing 
over Trent Lott’s unfortunate bout with nostalgia, but those 
looking for something to take their minds off the Senate 
majority leader's self-immolation were able to find another 
tempest in a teapot: gay comic books. 

Marvel Comics announced last week that it would come 
out with a miniseries featuring its long-time Western hero, 
the Rawhide Kid. The Kid was introduced by Marvel in 
1955, during a lull in superhero popularity, but the 
character hasn’t had his own comic book since 1979. Now, 
in a miniseries called Rawhide Kid: Slap Leather, Marvel is 
bringing the Kid out of the closet for the first gay comic- 
book Western. 

Despite the title, the story won't be gay porn. According 

to Marvel, writer Ron 
Zimmerman will use double- 
entendre and euphemisms to 
reveal the character’s 
homosexuality. Take, for 
example, the Kid’s 
appreciation of cowboy 
competitor the Lone Ranger: 
“| think that mask and 
powder-blue outfit are 
fantastic. I can certainly see 
why the Indian follows him 
around.” 
As you can imagine, the anti- 
homosexual right is incensed. 
Peter Spriggs of the Family 
Research Council objected, “This is 
one more example of children being 
indoctrinated with pro-homosexual 
viewpoints by the popular media.” 
Andrea Lafferty of the Traditional 
Values Coalition protested, “They’re pitching 
this as a comic book for kids.... Again, 
homosexuality has invaded the childhood of so 
many kids.” 

Last week, Marvel icon Stan Lee debated Lafferty on 
Crossfire. While Lafferty spent the whole segment insisting 
that Marvel was out to convert kids, conservative host 
Tucker Carlson spent the last half of the interview asking 
Lee over and over again whether the character of Robin 
(Batman’s sidekick) was also gay. Carlson didn’t seem to 
understand when Lee told him that Robin belonged to DC 
Comics, a completely different company. 

Lafferty, Carlson, and the other right-wing pundits who 
have jumped on this issue are being ridiculously ignorant, 
but not for the reason you might think. The left and the 
right can argue about the morality of homosexuality until 
the cows come home, but the idea that comic books are 
popular with kids is about as mired in the past as Trent 
Lott’s affection for Jim Crow. 

Despite a string of big-budget comic-based movies, the 
comic-book industry itself is really hurting. Kids love 
comics associated with their favorite Japanese cartoons, 
such as Dragon Ball, but a decade of price increases and 
writing for the older “fanboys” has almost eliminated the 
pre-teen audience for standard superhero comics. Prices 
have more than doubled in the last decade — the cheapest 
comic today is $2.25 — while allowances haven’t kept up. 
Comic books have disappeared from the places where kids 
once found them, such as drugstores and bookstores. 
Venturing into a comic-book specialty shop often leads to a 
run-in with a real-life version of The Simpsons’ obnoxious 
“Comic Book Guy.” 

Complicated continuities have made it nearly impossible 
for new readers to jump into the middle of a long-running 
series. Any kids who fell in love with Spider-Man after the 
summer blockbuster would find a different hero in the 
comics — 30 years old, moody, and separated from his 
now-wife, Mary Jane. A new Spider-Man series, developed 
to restart Spidey’s history for new readers, is expensive and 
quickly snapped up by collectors instead of teenagers. 

Kids who aren’t reading comics become adults who aren't 
reading comics, and the customer base for these expensive 
graphic novels and reprint collections gets smaller and 
smaller. The fact is, Marvel doesn’t want kids to buy 
Rawhide Kid comics — it is coming out on an imprint, 
MAX, specifically marked for adult readers. But it’s dying 
for kids to buy comics featuring Spider-Man, X-Men, the 
Fantastic Four, and all the other old standards. A gay 
cowboy will get Marvel news, and some angry Christians, 
but it won’t help the company dip into the wallets of the 13- 
year-olds whose parents loved Marvel Comics 25 years ago. 


— Aaron Schatz 


CARDINAL ILLUSTRATION BY LENNIE PETERSON 


this just in 


SITUATION VACANT 


Mortals need not apply 


Since Bernard Cardinal Law threw in 
the cassock last week, the national media 


have been abuzz with speculation over 
who will take over the beleaguered 
Boston archdiocese. “Who will be the 


bishop who knows how to bishop,” “a 
combination of saint, diplomat, and 
theologian” who “teaches the faith 
instead of spending all his time in 
firefights.” He should have “no 
arrogance” and “no skeletons in his 
closet.” He must be “a bishop with a 
great big heart and a fiscally sound 
background” because “we'll read about 
every overdue library book he’s ever 


bishop,” mused USA Today, “[to] bring 
balm to the wounded church?” For the 

most part, however, the nation’s pundits 
have been less interested in the who than 


had.” 

Not only should Law’s successor be 
“trusted implicitly,” he must also be 
“somebody who the priests and even the 


the what — namely, what kinds of 
qualities will Boston’s next archbishop 
need? 

According to Catholic strictures, a 
bishop must be “outstanding in strong 


faith, good morals, piety, zeal for souls, 


wisdom, prudence, and other human 


virtues.” He must also be a he, a priest, 


and at least 35 years old. Given the — 
ahem — difficulties of the position, 
though, potential applicants for Law’s 
job will likely need a few added 
qualifications. This week, the nation’s 
papers have been full of ecclesiastical 
arbiters — ranging from Oklahoma 
governor Frank Keating to Catholic 
Almanac editor Matthew Bunson — 
informing us what kind of person, 
exactly, Law’s replacement should be. 
First off, we are told that Boston’s 
next archbishop must be “tough,” a 


“man who will do the job, size up 
situations, and make decisions.” He 
should be “a man of extraordinary 
courage and wisdom” who “eats 10- 
penny nails for breakfast” — someone 
with “pew grit,” “clean hands and a 
strong arm.” He must be “a money 
man” with “a CEO profile.” He should 
not be a “Reverend Snuggly preaching 
God loves us all.” 

The new archbishop must also possess 
“instant credibility.” He should be “a 


media in Boston would immediately 
recognize,” a combination of “media 
star” and “strong administrator,” 
someone with “sterling administrative 
skills,” who is “adept at dealing with a 
public-relations disaster.” He must wield 
“a big broom” and “sparkling pastoral 
talents.” He should also be a member of 
“the younger generation” who can “give 
us a fresh view of things.” In other 
words, the Boston archdiocese is looking 
for applicants who combine the qualities 
of Clint Eastwood, Jack Welch, Walter 
Cronkite, Mahatma Gandhi, Hulk 
Hogan, Thomas Aquinas, Warren 
Christopher, Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
Barney the Dinosaur, Alan Greenspan, 
James Carville, John Silber, Eliot Ness, 
Martin Luther King Jr., and Carson 
Daly. Any takers? 

— Chris Wright 


TALKING POLITICS 


A fresh face for the Democrats 


The departure of former vice-president Al Gore from the 2004 
presidential race opens the door for lesser-known candidates. 
One possibility: General Wesley Clark, the former supreme allied 
commander who ran President Bill Clinton's Kosovo War. 
Although Clark told CNN last month that he wasn’t a candidate, 
Gore's departure could change all that. In recent months, the 
general has been quietly meeting with Democratic donors in Los 
Angeles and New York. Back in October, he made a brief foray 
into New Hampshire to endorse Democratic congressional 
candidate Katrina Swett. “He is taking a very serious, hard look at 
it,” Says one supporter. “I know it’s something he wants to do.” 

Clark visited Boston back in October and expressed concern 
about a potential war with Iraq. “Force is not a substitute for 
diplomacy,” he told the Boston Globe's Scot Lehigh. “We should 
act multilaterally whenever we can and unilaterally only when we 
must.” With security at the forefront of public consciousness since 
September 11, a candidate with Clark's military credentials could 
help immunize the Democrats from Republican attacks that the 
party is soft on foreign policy. There is some belief in Democratic 
circles that Clark would make a strong addition 
to a 2004 Democratic ticket — perhaps as a 
vice-presidential candidate. Massachusetts 
senator John Kerry, a Vietnam veteran, and 


Clark. Eliot Cohen, the author of Supreme Command: Soldiers, 
Statesmen, and Leadership in Wartime (Free Press, 2002), 
maintains that military candidates aren't necessarily well suited 
for political life. “In general, the record of generals running for 
president is a lot worse than people think unless [the candidates] 
are really major figures,” says Cohen. “It’s very exciting for the first 
couple of weeks. Then they actually go out and campaign, and 
they don't like it anymore.” 

Both Cohen and Alan Brinkley, an American-history professor 
at Columbia, also point out that while Clark is well known and 
respected for his work in the Kosovo War, he is not as well known 
as other former generals wha.became president. 

Still, Clark has a few qualities that Democrats should find 
interesting. The Arkansan would be a Southerner in a field with 
just one other candidate from that region — North Carolina 
senator John Edwards. He would also be a fresh face, one not 
as closely associated with the grind of politics as the other 
candidates. 

— Seth Gitell 








Clark would make a formidable pairing, for 
example. 

“The idea does have an asset,” says 
Clinton's former secretary of agriculture, Dan 
Glickman, who now is the director of the 
Institute of Politics at Harvard’s Kennedy 
School. “He’s strong and understands national- 
security issues.” Adds William Galston, a 
professor in the School of Public Affairs at the 
University of Maryland: “No one can accuse 
him of either ignorance or lack of commitment 
in the area of defense.” 

It was once common in American history for 
successful generals to run for president. 
George Washington is the most famous 
example, but early presidents also included 
Andrew Jackson, hero of the battle of New 
Orleans; William Henry Harrison, who led the 
troops at the battle of Tippecanoe; and 
Zachary Taylor, who commanded troops in the 
Mexican-American War. Later examples 
include Ulysses S. Grant and Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. A run by Clark would bear some 
resemblance to George McClellan's 1864 
challenge as a Democrat to Republican 
incumbent Abraham Lincoln (McClellan, a 
former Union Army commander, ran against 
Lincoln from the left) — with the difference 
being that Clark was a much more successful 
general than McClellan. 

Not everyone is so sanguine about a run by 
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this just in 


The Hague lays off journalists, for now 


War correspondents all over the world can exhale 
a little bit. Last week, the appeals chamber of the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY), located in The Hague, set aside a 
subpoena that the international court’s trial branch 
had issued to former Washington Post reporter 
Jonathan Randal. The ICTY sought Randal’s 
testimony about an interview that he’d conducted with 
Radoslav Brdjanin — the former Bosnian Serb vice- 
president now on trial at the ICTY for genocide, 
crimes against humanity, and violations of the Geneva 
Convention. Prosecutors then subpoenaed Randal 
at the behest of Brdjanin’s lawyers — when he 
reneged on his earlier willingness to cooperate with 
investigators. (See “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” News and 
Features, September 26.) 

Last spring, the court hearing Brdjanin’s case also 
heard Randal’s appeal to have his subpoena quashed. 
In June, that court refused to set it aside, prompting a 
vast armada of US news-media organizations (with 
some international press-safety committees and mainly 
UK-based allies) to challenge the ICTY’s nonexistent 
policy on compelling testimony from reporters. 

In many countries — including the United States 
and much of Western Europe — safeguards of varying 
strengths have been enacted to prevent reporters from 
becoming a third arm of the law. The refusal of the 
ICTY to set aside the Randal subpoena shocked many 
in the US media, who benefit from what are perhaps 
journalism’s strongest “shield laws.” The outrage over 
the ICTY’s lack of policy on journalists — and its 
refusal to use Randal’s case to create such a shield 
led over 34 news organizations (including all the 
major US networks and newspaper chains) to file an 
amicus curiae brief along with Randal’s immediate 
appeal to the ICTY’s appeals court. 

The Appeals Chamber has found that for many in 
the US media — as indicated by Randal’s appeal and 
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ROCK GOSSIP 
What’s with the Vines? 


Last Wednesday’s sold-out show Downstairs at the 
Middle East was a highly anticipated bill featuring 
Interpol and the Vines, two of the year’s big-hype 
bands. Although Interpol gave listeners what they 
expected for the group’s third visit to the club in six 
months, the Vines left concertgoers wondering whether 
they had just seen a typical Vines performance or signs 
that the highly touted rock band is unraveling. 

According to a story in the December 12 Los Angeles 
Times (ROWDY VINES GET CUT FROM ‘JAY LENO’), the 
band’s December 9 appearance on The Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno was cancelled after singer Craig Nicholls 
destroyed their equipment during a sound check. The 
show went on without a musical guest, and during his 
monologue, Leno described the group as “loaded at six 
o'clock.” 

The Vines’ performance two days later at the Middle 
East was uneventful to the point that many who had 
packed the club to the back wall for Interpol left during 
the Vines’ set. However, during the band’s performance 
of “Ain’t No Room,” Nicholls thrashed around the 
stage, knocking over microphone stands and clocking 
bassist Patrick Matthews in the head. Matthews 
grabbed Nicholls by the waist and 
threw him into the crowd before 
falling in on top of him. After 
a few minutes, 




















the amicus brief in support of it a “chilling effect” 
on reporting from war zones would arise from the 
knowledge that working reporters may later become 
courtroom witnesses. “Compelling wat 
correspondents to testify before the International 
Tribunal on a routine basis,” noted the court, “may 
have a significant impact upon their ability to obtain 
information and thus their ability to inform the 
public.” 

As a result, the Appeals Court formulated a “two- 
pronged” test that it argues will settle the issue. 
Journalists may be compelled to testify when “the 
evidence sought is of direct and important value in 
determining a core issue in the case” and when those 
seeking the subpoena “demonstrate that the evidence 
sought cannot reasonably be obtained elsewhere.” The 
Appeals Court also formally set aside Randal’s 
subpoena on the basis of this test. Further, the court 
decided to cast its net narrowly separating “war 
correspondents” from the larger pool of “journalists” 
for consideration in the ruling. 

The ruling was indeed a victory for the press. There 
are now guidelines — however poorly defined for 
subpoenaing war correspondents. Yet the fuzziness of 
the language (the courts will determine what is a 
“direct and important value”) and the exclusion of the 
greater herd of “journalists” as a whole from this 
treatment is sure to raise new conflicts. For instance, 
when journalists investigate Al Qaeda in Pakistan or 
Jordan, are they “war correspondents?” Most in the 
American press would argue that they are, but who 
knows how the ICTY would see it? What we do know 
is that given the fact that journalists — many from the 
Balkans — have testified willingly at the ICTY in 
recent months, the issue of putting journalists in the 
dock isn’t over by a long shot, despite these 
clarifications. 


— Richard Byrne 


the two reappeared and headed backstage as Middle 
East security stood on the stage, signaling a premature 
end to the performance. 

In the days that followed, rumors about what exactly 
went down at the show began to fly among people who 
were there and in the Vines Internet fan forum, hosted 
by Capitol Records. The band was supposedly upset 
about what happened with The Tonight Show and so 
fed up with Nicholls’s antics that his guitar tech 
purposely gave him an untuned guitar at the start of 
Wednesday's show. The band was reportedly banned 
from the Middle East because Nicholls trashed the 
club’s newly created dressing room, and when he and 
Matthews fell into the crowd together and disappeared 
for a while, it was because they were busy exchanging 
punches. 

Although Middle East manager Mark Hamilton 
confirms that the two “went at it” in the crowd, he 
snuffs out the rumor that the Vines are banned from the 
Cambridge club. “That's just par for the course for that 
one particular individual — that’s his shtick,” he says 
of Nicholls’s behavior. Was the dressing room trashed? 
Hamilton says, “No. Did they make a mess with a total 
disregard to everyone else? Yes.” 

As for the Vines cutting their set short, Hamilton was 
dismissive: “He doesn’t finish a lot of shows. They had 
a couple of songs left, but they played all of their hits.” 
The Vines’ current US tour ended December 17. 






— Kate Cohen 
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CAROLS OF CHRISTMAS PAST 
God rest ye merry, rubbermen 





“Wrap a rubber band around your receiver,” suggests 39-year 
old Philip Antoniades over the phone from his Framingham desk 
“You'll be amazed at all the notes you can get. Here, I'll do it,” he 
offers, plinking a few warbling bars of “Jingle Bells” into the ea 
piece. 

One-half of the novelty act the Rubber Band, Hopkinton resident 
Antoniades once recorded arentire Christmas album employing 
only office supplies, along with the help of fellow Berklee grad Jeff 
St. Pierre. That 1996 release, marketed as A Rubber Band 
Christmas and featuring songs like 
“Feliz Rubberdad,” “Little Rubber 
Boy,” and “Rubber Bell Rock,” 


has become a cult piece of sorts 










still selling hundreds of copies 
every holiday season and elicit 
ing e-mail from across the coun 
try. Antoniades, now a father 
and drummer who gigs with 
local musicians Jennifer 
Tefft and Amy Fairchild, 
was more than happy to 

use this Yuletide as an ex 
cuse to discuss a disc he 
says “never nearly made 

me famous.” 


Q: How'd you come up with the 
idea? 

A: | walked into Jeff's office and he played me a track 
he’d created out of boredom. | think it was “Rubber Bells.” I just 
thought it was the funniest thing I'd ever heard. | was like, “We 
should add percussion with staplers, hole punchers, tin cans, and 
anything you can find in an office.” | run a company that does [in 
dependent] musicians’ services, so | wanted to make it a whole disc 
and send it out as my company’s Christmas card. It wasn’t really 
meant to be anything other than that 

I sent it out to about 600 people. A lot of my customers are 
record companies and record stores, so about a week later, I got a 
call from Newbury Comics, and they told me it was one of the stu 
pidest things they'd ever heard and that they wanted to reward my 
stupidity by putting it in listening stations in their stores ... soon 
after, it started getting airplay. 


Q: What other office supplies did you use? 

A: The album consists of rubber bands, rulers, a soda can, a tape 
dispenser, a stapler, a computer keyboard, a hole puncher, and a 
pen —if you pull the cap off a pen, you can get this little pop that’s 
useful for percussion. Actually, | tried to pitch this [idea] to Staples 
but they ignored me. 


Q: Where'd you record it? 

A: We can’t really say, because we illegally recorded it somewhere 
we weren't supposed to — on someone else’s time 

Q: Were these SONS done in one take? 

A: No, most of them were done in multiple takes. Eventually 
through each song, the rubber band snaps and you have to start 
again. 


Q: What's the running time of the album? 

A: It’s about 35 minutes. When we got through a complete take 
if we needed the song to be longer, we'd loop it three times in a 
row. You can do that with Christmas songs, and it’s doesn’t get bor 
ing. 

Q: How many copies have you sold? 

A: I'd say about 5000. Every year, we sell a bunch of them. I get 
letters from people all over the country saying that it’s a part of their 
family tradition. Last year, a woman from California said that it'd 
become such a big part of her family’s Christmas that they went 
away and she didn’t bring it with them, so her kids were really 
pissed off. She was trying to figure out if a copy could be FedExed 
to her. 


Q: Jeff's a bass player 
A: No! That’s a ruler! 


does he play bass in the songs? 
é 


Q: Any plans for A Rubber Band Christmas’s revival? 
A: Yeah, -we think everybody's forgotten about it by now, so we're 
hoping next year to re-release it in surround sound, maybe with a 
DVD to follow. This is the problem with owning a company that 
makes these things if you want to do it, you can 

But it sure beats the barking-dog CD 

A Rubber Band Christmas is available through 
www.cdfreedom.com or www.snappalicious.com for $9.99. To down 


load MP3s of “Rudolph the Rubber Nosed Reindeer” and “Deck the 
Halls with Rubber,” visit www.bostonphoenix.com/Bost_mp3/previ- 


ous/RUBBER_BAND. html 


— Camille Dodero 










































FETISH 
LEAMARKET™* 


boston park 
plaza hotel 


64 arlington 
street, boston 


january 
11 & 12th 


saturday, 
11lam-6pm 
sunday 
11am-3pm x i 
Come kick off this 2002-03 SnoRider seast 


admission $10 
Friday, December 20, |\Opm-midnight at 


no one under 18! , ?: are zc eles “4 i 
do not bring children. Ga Me > | 
no non-human pets. ; =< Sc a ee : ATLAS 
this Is a non-smoking , 3 ce he fai yp Lansdowne Street, Boston 
event. for updates call 


the NELA hotline at: & 7.376" i 


Malfeclel=> \/oriellclslemelee, 
E ; THE ix ‘ | Ps 
RADIO NETWORK 


| CLASSES *« DEMONSTRATIONS © CLOTHING © BOOKS « TOYS 


Miove It! 


Get rid of your shovel and get into your Honda dealer. 


¢ Easy-starting Honda Shp OHC engine 
¢ Semi self-propelling action 
¢ 20" clearing width 
50 tons per hour clearing capacity 
¢ Easy-to-use chute direction control 
¢ Throws snow up to 26 feet 
¢ Electric start model available 


$649 00 


ESWEG, 


107 Brimbal Avenue, Beverly, MA 01915 
Phone: 800-464-CYCLE (2925) Fax: 978-927-9720 
www.cycles128.com 


GREATER iy Motorsports 


1098 Mass Ave, Arlington, MA 02476 I> Ce),.*seay.% 


Phone: 781-648-1300 * Fax: 781-646-4920 


parkway Power 
ae" cycle Eaui 
1865 Revere Beach Pkwy (Rite 16), Everett, MA 02149 mm 
Phone: 617-389-7000 * Fax: 617-389-1192 quip ent 
www.parkwaycycle.com 


can Honda Motor Co... tnx www.honda.com 
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Phoenix flashbacks 





The Boston Phoenix has been cover- 
ing the trends and events that shape our 
times since 1966. The following selec- 
tions, culled from our back files, were 
compiled by Mike Miliard. 


Shipshape 
years ago: 
December 19, 1997 

Peter Keough said Titanic held water. 

“Ships have always been called on to 
hold more than their share of metaphori- 
cal baggage, and none more so than the 
RMS Titanic, the seagoing Tower of 
Babel that became an instant emblem of 
technological hubris when the supposed- 
ly unsinkable vessel went down with 
1500 passengers after hitting an iceberg 
in April of 1912. Jim Cameron, the film- 
maker who most embodies technological 
hubris, has had a few shaky voyages of 
his own, but none as ill-omened as this 
cinematic Titanic, the most expensive 
movie ever made and one besieged by 
highly publicized problems and delays. 
Yet the subject certainly fits the director, 
and though it might have been nicer to 
have made, say, 20 more films like The 
Terminator for that $200 million, this un- 
wieldy leviathan restores the blockbuster- 
event movie to artistic legitimacy.” 


Urbane planning 
1 years ago: 
December 18, 1992 

Elizabeth Drew mourned the death 
of legendary New Yorker editor William 
Shawn. 

“The most important thing about 
William Shawn was what he did for 
writers. This humane, exacting genius 
of a man, who died on December 8 at 
85, knew how to get better work out of 
writers than they ever thought they 
could do. He did this by giving them 
confidence — the one thing that writ- 
ers are constantly, and often desperate- 
ly, in need of.... 

“{H]e gave one confidence to take 
chances — knowing that at the other 
end was an editor with perfect taste, 
who wouldn’t let you fall on your face 

. he would quietly, unthreateningly, 
‘suggest’ a change, or X out a line, 
leaving one unashamed and unafraid to 
try something else. When he was oust- 
ed as editor of the New Yorker early in 
1987, a New York Times editorial spoke 
for a great many of us when it said, 
‘For’several generations of [writers], 
winning the chance to work with 
William Shawn was like being asked to 
dance with Fred Astaire.’” 

Yule tube 
15 years ago: 
December 18, 1987 

Clif Garboden weighed in on sticky 
Christmas television. 

“Sometimes television tags along 
with your Christmas memories. Be- 
cause of circumstances beyond your 
control, one unusually warm evening of 
family TV may have figured in some 
nexus of Yuletide events that stuck in 
your mnemonic crop, thereby ensnar- 
ing among your life’s memories that 
certain Andy Williams Christmas show 
when he first showcased the Osmond 
Brothers’ talents, or Johnny Cash bari- 
toning his way through ‘The Little 
Drummer Boy’ (Ah plah mah drumm 
fo’ him ...). How many merry year- 
end television specials have faded like 
so many radio-frequency sleigh bells in 
the ionosphere? Who would bother to 
count?... We first saw Dr. Seuss’s 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas in 
1966, and 21 years later it holds up far 
better than do the hosts of other ani- 
mated Christmas specials — untold 
versions of ‘’Twas the Night Before 
Christmas’ and ‘Rudolph the Red- 
Nosed Reindeer’ and now The He-Man 
and She-Ra Christmas Special.” 











Lo-Cale 
years ago: 
December 21, 1982 

Howard Hampton bemoaned the 
obscurity of John Cale. 

“Imagine if Brando had done only 
Off-Broadway and bit parts — a living 
legend no one had heard of. This is John 
Cale’s absurd situation in rock and roll. 
True, he’s acquired a shadowy notoriety 
over the years, but it’s primarily due to 
his membership in the early Velvet Un- 
derground and his production work with 
such punk prophets as the Modern 
Lovers and Patti Smith. Cale’s frequently 
spellbinding solo work ... didn’t even 
dent public awareness. These albums’ 
synthesis of feral intelligence, enigmatic 
lyricism, and barely suppressed violence 
was a direct affront to the timidity and 
knownothingism that succored pop au- 
diences on every front. Old or new wave, 
it made little difference: Cale’s Welsh 
passion and disgust were too discom- 
forting, too unfashionably complex (irre- 
ducibly full of history and revenge) to get 
a hearing.” 


Don’t get fooled again 
years ago: 
December 20, 1977 

In an article on “the dilemma of 
being homosexual and Catholic,” re- 
porter Diane Dumanoski interviewed 
Father Paul Shanley, who today is un- 
fortunately better known than ever. 

“*Most gay Catholics do bail out of the 
church.’ The speaker is Father Paul 
Shanley, who became legendary during 
the ’60s as Boston’s street priest, minis- 
tering to runaways and kids involved with 
drugs. In this decade, he has devoted 
himself to a new group of outcasts: ‘sex- 
ual minorities,” of which he counts more 
than 30, including gays. He was the first 
priest in the country to take on such an 
assignment; he is now one of two. 

“Shanley, who specialized in juvenile 
problems, suggested the assignment 
himself to Cardinal Humberto Medeiros 
when the prelate had just taken over 
Boston's archdiocese. Medeiros agreed, 
but ‘he may have repented his commit- 
ment,’ Shanley reflects with a candor 
about his superiors rare among priests. 
‘When this ministry was approved in 
1970, I didn’t know what I'd find.’” 

Shanley was arrested in 2002 on 10 
counts of child rape and six counts of 
indecent assault and battery. He is cur- 
rently out on bail, awaiting trial. 


Prince of peace 
3 years ago: 
December 19, 1972 
Catholic-priest-cum-antiwar-activist 
Philip Berrigan, who died last week at 





THE GRADUATE: seductive. 


age 79, spent a total of more than 11 
years of his life in prison. Mike Baron re- 
ported on one of Berrigan’s jail breaks. 

“After 38 months in prison, Philip 
Berrigan will be released from Danbury 
Federal Prison on Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 20 at 8 a.m. A ‘welcome out’ recep- 
tion is organized, which Boston-area 
people are encouraged to participate in. 
Those interested should meet at the 
prison gates at 7:45 a.m. Ex-prisoners 
and people awaiting trial will lead a 
liturgy, followed by a time together for 
all those who have gathered.” 

Way to go, grad 
years ago: 
35) December 20, 1967 

Deac Rossell said Mike Nichols’s 
new film deserved to be hailed summa 
cum laude — or at least magna. 

“The Graduate offers a case study in 
how a talented director backed up by 
fine acting can overcome a mediocre 
drama and produce an acerbic, witty, 
and enjoyable film. The imaginative di- 
rection is by Mike Nichols (Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?), and the act- 
ing is provided by newcomer Dustin 
Hoffman and veteran Anne Bancroft.... 

“[It] is not only a film worth seeing, 
but also confirms the emergence of a 
major new film director, Mike Nichols.” 


Where are they now? 

Peter Keough is film editor of the 
Boston Phoenix. Elizabeth Drew is the 
author of Citizen McCain (Simon & 
Schuster, 2002). Clif Garboden is senior 
managing editor of the Phoenix Newspa- 
per Group. Greil Marcus is the author of 
The Manchurian Candidate (British Film 
Institute Press, 2002). 


reality Check by david sipress 
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New YEAR'S EVE 


Fun addition to our 







































































= 7s gular menu, we will 
be iL wing the foll HOUNY 
Holiday spectals 


Creamy Wild Mushroom $3.50 cup/$5.00 bow! 


‘ Soup 
Fish 


Pan Roasted Striped Bass over Lentil & Vegitable ragout 
wilted greens $16.00 


Sig f '& Turf? Petit Filec & Tiger Shrimp, Horseradish Mashed 


Potatoes, Red Wine and Tarrs agon Sauce $19.00 
a 
Yasta- Lobster Raviolis tossed in a I ight Herb Cream 
toppe ed with Grilled Aspar: agus $17.00 


Desert. Traditional Christmas Yule | og, Vanilla & Chocolate Sauce $4.50 





Hotel(@MIT 20 Sidney Street Cambridge, MA. 02139 617°494*0011 










207 Newbury St. Sesion. 617.421.9944 


ALL HEMP ALL THE TIME 
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urban buy 


Fire it up 


LIGHT MY FIRE: from ‘50s electric le BS 10 pre-c he 7 
kindling and scented hearth color sticks, there are plenty 
of ways to keep the home fires burning 


Turn on your hearth lights this winter 


OTHING ALLEVIATES the winter chill and damp like the radi- 


ant heat and glow of a fire. Cranking up the thermostat just 

doesn’t compare on the toast-o-meter. Fortunately, enjoying 
a blaze has never been so easy or stylish, thanks to this year’s crop 
of mostly retro tools. 


Early American settlers treasured Southern longleaf pine — com- 


monly known as “fatwood” — for its value as efficient, long-lasting 
kindling. Restoration Hardware offers a six-pound bundle of fat- 
wood kindling ($18). And L.L. Bean's 
fatwood packaging has even more 
panache: seven pounds of kindling in 
an oak basket ($19), and 15 pounds in 
a pinecone-stenciled burlap sack 
($29). 

Still, unless you're planning a very il- 
legal and soul-damning trip to the 
Arnold Arboretum, a natural stash of 
firewood is not readily available in 
Boston. One option is to have firewood 
delivered by Future Generations 
Forestry. Sixteen-inch hardwood, sea- 
soned for a year, costs roughly $300 
per cord (128 cubic feet), while 20- to 
24-inch hardwood, seasoned for two 
years, runs about $320. If you use your 
fireplace recreationally one night per 
week, you'll need roughly half a cord for the winter. If you use your 
fireplace several times a week, a cord should do. Locally, Ma- 
honey’s Garden Center sells small ($19.98) and large ($34.98) 
carts of kiln-dried firewood; that’s six and 12 cubic feet, respec- 
tively. 

Synthetic fire logs have many fans, as the logs require no more 
than a flame to get started and no stoking or clean-up. Just light 
the paper wrapper and Shaw’s Hearth Glow fire logs 
($9.99/pack of six) will burn for two hours, while Shaw's’ Du- 
raflame fire logs ($17.95/pack of six) will last up to four hours. 

Crank the handle of the cannon-shaped red and silver Tornado 
($19.99), available at Restoration Hardware, to start logs a-blaz- 
ing. Or opt for Crate & Barrel's distressed-biack terra-cotta 
Pinecone Match Striker ($12.95), which includes 93 long match- 
es and features a striker on the base. For refills, grab a large box 
of safety matches at Restoration Hardware ($12) or Crate & Bar- 
rel ($9.95). Don't want to get too close to the fire? The refillable 
Ever-Faithful Long Reach Gas Match ($37.99) has a 15-inch ex- 
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tender. To fan the flames, try a hand-crafted, old-school Zephyr 
bellows ($49.99). Both are available at Restoration Hardware. 

If fire’s natural charms aren't sufficient, you can add a couple of 
pine-scented Hearth Color Sticks ($14.95/pound) from Crate & 
Barrel to create brilliant colorful flames. Meanwhile, Restoration 
Hardware's old-fashioned popcorn popper ($34) makes a tasty 
fireside treat. 

Does your triple-decker apartment have an unusable fireplace or 
an ornate mantel where a fireplace should be? Head to your local 
antique store to seek out revolving, lighted electric logs from the 
1950s. Their flicker alone warms up a room. If you can't find electric 
logs locally, use eBay to search out options new and used (about 
$20 to $40). Lacking even an ornamental mantel? Surely you can 
find a kitschy cardboard fireplace ($25 to $50) at an antique store 
or on eBay. 


— Genevieve Rajewski 


Where to find it: 
¢ Crate & Barrel, various locations, (800) 967-6696, 
www.crateandbarrel.com. 
* eBay, www.ebay.com. 
¢ Future Generations Forestry, (978) 352-8902, 
www. futuregenerationsforestry.com. 
¢ L.L. Bean, (800) 441-5713, www.iibean.com. 
* Mahoney's Garden Center, 880 Memorial Drive, 
Cambridge, (617) 354-4145, www.mahoneysgarden.com. 
* Restoration Hardware, various locations, 
(800) 762-1005, www.restorationhardware.com. 
¢ Shaw's Supermarkets, various locations, www.shaws.com. 


Kiln-dried firewood 


moon signs 


BY SYMBOLINE DAI 


IS WEEK, the moon is waning, which means 

only chumps with credit cards pay full price. A 
last-minute reminder: if you want my 2003 “Moon 
Calendar’ (it's packed full of text, caveats, monthly 
commentary, and daily forecasts), visit moonsigns 
net. It'll be mailed out as soon as | get the order. 
You can also find the calendar at Brookline Book- 
smith, Circles of Wisdom in Andover, and the Tat- 
nuck in Worcester. If you want to buy other stuff, be 
my guest; except for Saturday, the void-of-course 
moon is especially merciful this week. 


Thursday, December 19 
Full moon in Gemini. The “Oak Moon,” also “the 
Moon of the Popping Trees” (Lakota Sioux). How- 


ever you define it, this moon is gorgeous and gleaming 
Fire signs (plus misunderstood Cancers) are u:stop- 
pable. Verbally, that is. Libra may multi-task into complete 
confusion 


Friday, December 20 
Waning moon in Cancer. Excellent vibe for “home” 
entertainment. The watchword is “cozy.” Cancer, 


you've got Venus and Mars on your side, so don’t hesitate 
to make the first move. You won't capsize the love boat. 
Capricorn — a little lost, a little lonely could be your story 
today. Hang with the people who make you laugh (or feel 
superior). 


Saturday, December 21 
Waning moon in Cancer. All-day VOC. Please 
pay attention when you're shopping! Would the 


Jackass fan like a collection of Auden? Would the blushing 
wallflower crave a slinky, shiny, space-age-fabric garment? 
Probably not. Cancer, stop paying attention and respond- 
ing to every wee vibration. Scorpio, frankness has been a 
theme for the last two days — now it’s time for strategy. 


Sunday, December 22 
Waning moon in Leo. Great day for a holiday 
party — even if it’s impromptu. Leos may feel like 


they're not getting enough of the right kind of honor/atten- 
tion/hors d'oeuvres, Aquarius may be overcome with the 
“must reach out” impulse. Gemini and Libra could exhaust 
themselves without even trying. 


Monday, December 23 
Waning moon in Leo; sun moves into Capricorn. 
The pressure’s on. Try to think like a child. Last- 


minute-shopping items: novelty wind-ups or really quirky 
junk food (the international section is excellent for herring 
cookies or seaweed flakes). Leo, your adorable side takes 
you far, but only so far (yes, Venus and Mars are still an- 
tagonizing your sun, making you suspicious in love and 
friendship matters). 


Tuesday, December 24 
Waning moon in Virgo. "Twas the night before 
Christmas and ali through the house, not a crea- 


ture was stirring (except for someone who decided that the 
guest bathroom had to be cleaned). Virgo, it’s all your 
show: you'll be able to cail the shots and the schedule. 
Just let other people be nice to you, okay? Taurus, ditto for 
you, only bear in mind that December is your “needy” 
month. 


Wednesday, December 25 
q) Waning moon in Virgo. Merry Christmas. In case 
you don’t remember, Thanksgiving also was a 
“moon in Virgo” day. The vibe should be hospitality-with- 
style, with a gourmet flair. You know what this means — 
you can spend a pleasant portion of the day oohing and 
aahing over the banquet. B 


Key to Moon Signs 


This horoscope traces the passage of the moon, not the sun. 
Simply read from day to day to watch the moon's influence as it 
moves through the signs of the zodiac. 

When the moon is in your sun sign, you are beginning a new 
28-day emotional cycle, and you can expect increased insight 
and emotionality. When the moon moves into the sun sign 
opposite yours (see below), expect to have difficulties dealing 
with the opposite sex, family, or authority figures; social or 
romantic activities will not be at their best. 

When the moon is in Aries, it opposes Libra, and yice versa. 
Other oppositions are Taurus/Scorpio, Gemini/Sagittarius, 
Cancer/.Capricorn, Leo/Aquarius, and Virgo/Pisceés. The moon 
stays in each sign approximately two and a half days. 

As the moon moves between signs, it will sometimes 
become “void of course,” making no major angles to 
planets. Consider this a null time and try to avoid making or 
implementing decisions if you can. 

For Symboline Dai’s sun-sign horoscopes and advice 
column, visit our Web site at www.bostonphoenix.com. 


Symboline Dai can be reached at sally@moonsigns.net. 





Ne en a’s i. 


is CLOSING~ RECLOCATING 


ALL Chandeliers, " ) 
Floss & Reading Lamps, A 


» Wall Lights, Tables, —-< 


ane Furniture & Mirrors 


40-80%" 


Lampshades 20% off 


EVERYTHING ON SALE | 
EVERYTHING MUST GO 
Perfect for Holiday Gifts of Lig!it 


Hundreds of Top Brands at Never Before Seen Prices 
¢ Waterford ¢ Fredrick Cooper * Wildwood * Artemide & more 


CS of Mig 4 Oe ee ee ee 
Pi be 6 fhe ho 
= ee Sr 


www. RO on com 


1313 Beacon Street 91 Middlesex Turnpike 
Exit 32B, 128 (95) 


Brookline, MA 02446 
Tel: 617.232.1900 Burlington, MA 01803 
Tel: 781.229.2300 
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Sensational Gear 


and Gifts 


Thru Dec. 31st 


Fender Squier® Electric Guitar Package 


Black Squier” Stratocaster 


* Maple neck with Rosewc 


Here are just 
a few... 
Hurry in to 
see the rest! 


¢ Three pickups and tremok 
* 10 Watts RMS, 5” heavy 
Accessory Package 

¢ Electronic tuner 


extra strings, picks and cable 


duty 


4 fir 
00 


nstruction book, strap 


_ SE-100 


yerboar 


Fender SP-10 Guitar Amplifier 


a ” All For Only 
$199.99! 
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Rock by Gibraltar 
Double Bass Drum Pedal 


dual surface beater 
* Smooth, solid and fast 
¢ Single chain “Dual Drive 


Manufacturers closeout! Supplies limited! 


RBG2-11DB 


The MadPlayer * 
Why leave valuable 


unwanted gear laying 
around the house? 


We reserve the right to correct erroneous information whenever it's discovered 


OPPORTUNITY ROCKS! 


Davoy's Neeos Manacers 


“© FleetCenter 
SUNDAY JANUA 


Tickets available at the FleetCenter Box Office, all ticketmaster outlets, 
www. ticketmaster.com, or CHARGE-BY-PHONE: 617-931-2000 


302 World Wrestling Entestayyment. inc. Ail Rights Reserved. Card sutyect to change. Visjt www. WWEarmageddon.com for more details. Visit www.WWEroyalrumble.com for more details 


° Au 
in 20 different styles (Hip Hop, Rap, Trance, House 
Garage, and more) 

* MP3 and WMA Player, Voice Sampler/Mixer, Karaoke 
Player, FM receiver ¢ includes headset with mic, 32MB 
SmartMedia® card with pre-loaded samples, MadWare™ 
software and manual * USB connection and MORE! 


Only $129.99! 


if you've got the words but not 
the music, MadPlayer™ is for YOU! 


tomatically creates brand new songs, copyright-free 


BOSTON, MA 617-247-0909 
BURLINGTON, MA .. 781-270-0058 
PEABODY, MA 978-535-0123 
DEDHAM, MA 781-329-9924 
SHREWSBURY, MA 508-797-4421 
SALEM, NH 603-893-6635 
PORTSMOUTH, NH 603-436-1142 
WARWICK, Ri 401-823-3239 
PORTLAND, ME 207-772-3239 

PLUS 11 OTHER CONVENIENT STORES! 

CALL FOR A LOCATION NEAR YOU! 


FAX RESUME OR LETTER TO DEPT. HR-P 


Sacespeopie & Evectrowics Tecus 603-623-7995 Or Appiy At www.oapoys.com 


Tickets on sale 
this Saturday! 


sponsored by PlayStation.c 
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OUT THERE 


Should you apologize for something 


you did in a nightmare? 


Only a dream | 


BY KRIS FRIESWICK 


Y FRIEND JOHN and his wife have 

a beautiful new son, Will, who is the 

center of their world. Young Will is 
also causing them major sleep deprivation. 
This means that when they do finally get 
some shuteye, their dreams resemble 
episodes of The Twilight Zone directed by 
Salvador Dali. 

John told me about one of these recent 
dreams. In it, he and his wife have two chil- 
dren: Will, and a perfect clone of Will. Then, 
in a horrible circular-saw accident, John cuts 
off the arm of the real Will. This presents a 
dilemma. Should he throw away the dam- 
aged, original Will, and keep the perfect, but 
cloned, Will? Or hang on to them both and 
deal with a one-armed kid? As if thiss\dream 
dilemma weren't bad 
enough, John went and 
complicated things fur- 
ther by recounting it to 
his wife. “You cut off 
Will’s arm with a circu- 
lar saw?!” she asked in 
horror — and, John 
claimed, some genuine 
anger. How, her sleepy 
face seemed to accuse, 
could you possibly be so 
irresponsible? 

Except, as I’ve men- 
tioned, this was a 
dream. 

As illogical as it is to 
get angry at someone 
for something he or she 
did in a dream, I stand 
ready to admit that I, 
too, am guilty. I have 
given the silent treat 
ment to at least’one 
boyfriend for unacceptable behavior commit- 
ted in his own dreams, which he made the 
mistake of describing to me, and/or for 
something he did in my dreams. Why would 
I, a supposedly intelligent woman, respond so 
angrily to acts that someone did not actually 
commit? 

It’s simple, really. Let’s say my boyfriend 
told me he dreamt about having carnal rela- 
tions with all the contestants of the Miss Mud 
Wrestler pageant simultaneously. I'd respond 
angrily because a) he shouldn't be dreaming 
about having carnal relations with anyone but 
me, and b) if he did it in his dreams, it’s obvi- 
ously just a matter of time before | start find- 
ing muddy underpants in the hamper. When 
you think about it this way, you can under 
stand why John’s wife might start keeping an 
extra-careful eye on the kid when John starts 
a new home-improvement project 

But how to explain the second class of 
dream-related battle: when you yourself have 
a dream about your lover doing something 
bad? This dream originated in your own sub- 
conscious, and your sweetheart has no in- 
volvement whatsoever in the little midnight 
movie running in your head. But when you 
wake up, you’ve already got blood in your 
eyes. And your lover is understandably con- 
fused. 

How do we justify our righteous indigna- 
tion under these circumstances? Let’s look at 
another example: you have had a dream 
about your lover leaving you to defend your 
self against a pack of wild, rabid dogs that 
have somehow made their way into your 
Lamborghini convertible as you speed down a 
highway in the mountains of Italy. Yup, he 
just up and left you, although it’s unclear how 
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he got out of a car going 85 mph. But that’s 
not the issue. The issue is abandonment, self- 
ishness, and the fact that he is obviously not 
committed to the relationship. When you 
wake up, you are pissed, and that’s because 
although he did not actually leave you to a 
pack of wild dogs, the dream has made you 
realize that that’s exactly the sort of thing he 
would do if you were to find yourselves in this 
situation. It’s as if the dream has given you 
insight into the true nature of this person 
sleeping next to you. And when you look over 
at him sleeping peacefully, oblivious to the 
pain he’s put you through, all you want to do 
is punch him in the face. 

(I should mention that this situation usual- 
ly occurs at times when you wanted to punch 
your lover in the face before you even went 
to bed.) 


What lessons, then, have we learned from 


John’s experience? First: never, ever tell your 
lover your dreams. If he asks, make some- 
thing up, and make sure that in your revi- 
sion, you’ve done something heroic or 
tremendously romantic for your sweetheart, 
and be certain there is never anyone else in 
the dream but him (or her, and she is thin 
and wearing Roberto Cavalli). 

If your lover has had a dream in which you 
are a philandering, lying, leave-your-lover- 
to-the-wild-dogs cad, then you must follow 
these steps, or risk the termination of your 
relationship. First, with absolute sincerity, 
say: “My God, [lover’s name here]! I would 
never do anything like that. I can’t believe 
you could even imagine a scenario where | 
would [offending dream-act here]. You 
know, it’s funny, J was just having a dream 
in which we were making love under a flow- 
ering apple tree by a babbling brook.” Then 
make mad, passionate love to your sweet- 
heart, cradle him lovingly in your arms until 
he falls asleep again, and hope he forgets 
about the whole thing when he wakes up. 

But don’t count on that working. Depend- 
ing on the dream, it can take several days’ 
worth of uncharacteristically excellent be- 
havior to wipe out the memory of even one 
serious REM transgression. If your lover is 
still pissed after a week, there’s only one 
thing you can do: launch a dream counter- 
attack. Wake up one morning all upset and 
say, “Honey, | just had the most horrible 
dream. I dreamt I dumped you because you 
got mad at me for a week for something I 
didn’t even do ...” € 


Kris Frieswick can be reached at 
k. frieswick @verizon.net 
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BY CECIL ADAMS ee 


1 while back I read an article about how sperm may be an 
antidepressant for people who ingest it in one way or another. 
But that’s not my question. What interests me is that a few 
months later, I read an article about the scientist who proposed 
that theory. He said what started him down that line of thinking 
was that he read a study about how cohabiting lesbians’ men- 
strual cycles don't sync uP He theorized it was because of their 
lack of sperm ingestion. Last I heard (but I have been out of 
Catholic school for over 17 years), nuns in a convent don’t ingest 
sperm, yet their menstrual cycles sync up. So what's the deal 
with cohabiting lesbians? 

Gordon 
Brooklyn, New York 

Whoa. So many opportunities here for ... well, | was going 
to say “tasteless remarks,” but in discussions like this even the 
most innocuous comment can get you into trouble. So never 
mind that — and while you’re at it, forget about cohabiting les- 
bians, sperm ingestion, and nuns. The real news is that men- 
strual synchrony, first proposed in the world of science more 
than 30 years ago and now widely accepted as fact, may be 
nothing but a misperception. 

The whole thing began in 1971 when Martha McClintock, 
then a graduate student in psychology at Harvard (now a pro- 
fessor at the University of Chicago), published a paper in the 
scientific journal Nature suggesting that the menstrual cycles of 
women who spend a lot of time together tend to synchronize 
over time. She studied 135 students in an all-female dorm and 
found a “significant increase in synchronization” in the onset of 
menses among close friends and roommates. She speculated 
that the cause might be pheromones, hormonal cues acting 
through the sense of smell. 

As scientific reports go, McClintock’s was a bombshell, 
catching the attention of both specialists and ordinary folk. Sev- 
eral other investigators claimed to have replicated her findings, 
and soon heavy thinkers were constructing impressive theoreti- 
cal edifices about primate-mating patterns and such, all based 
on menstrual synchrony. 

Other researchers, however, suggested there was less going 
on than met the eye. Among the objections: 

¢ Apparent clustering of menstrual onsets doesn’t necessarily 
mean anything. Assuming an average cycle of 28 days, the 
maximum time between two women’s onsets is 14 days. Since 
the minimum is zero, the average difference — what you'd ex- 
pect purely by chance ys, and half the time would 
be less. (In 1971 McClintock said she’d observed a decline in 
the average difference from seven days to five.) What’s more, 
women recording their onsets after the fact often misremember 
or are influenced by the recollections of their friends, skewing 
the data. 

¢ Menstrual synchrony in any meaningful sense is impossible 
when the women have cycles of different lengths. (Cycle length 
varies considerably among women not using the pill.) Though a 
woman with a 27-day cycle might initially have her onset on the 
same day as a woman With a 29-day cycle, the next month 
she’d be two days earlier, the month after that four days, and so 
on. No one has shown that supposedly synchronized women 
have cycles of the same length — or that their cycles, if of dif- 
ferent lengths at first, diverge less than they should over time. 

* Methodological errors can easily bias a data set to show 
menstrual synchrony where none exists. To demonstrate one 
common problem: suppose a study starts on October 1. Subject 
A, with a 28-day cycle, has an onset on September 27, another 
on October 25, and a third on November 22. Subject B, with a 
30-day cycle, has an onset on October 5 and another on No- 
vember 4. A naive investigator could report that these subjects 
were 20 days apart at the outset (October 25 versus October 5) 
and 18 days apart at their second onset (November 4 versus 
November 22). Ergo, the two are synchronizing. In fact, the 
two subjects were eight days apart to start with (September 27 
versus October 5) and are diverging. Of course you can set up 
the numbers to arrive at the opposite conclusion; the point is 
that given the small samples commonly used in studies of men- 
strual synchrony, it’s easy to lead oneself astray. One skeptic 
(H.C. Wilson, 1992) has claimed that when you correct all the 
errors, including McClintock’s, the evidence for menstrual syn- 
chrony evaporates. Ww 

















Comments, questions? Take it up with Cecil on the Straight 
Dope Message Board, www.straightdope.com, or write him at the 
Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston 02215. 
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TIM WALKER 


Even the most devoted fans have their limits 


Die hard 


BY SEAN GLENNON 


LLSTON Kerrie made a bold pre- 

diction. And while she didn’t intend for 

me to hear it, she was glad, at least ini- 
tially, to know that | did. 

“They're gonna score a touchdown,” Ker 
rie said as the Patriots lined up on third 
down at the Tennessee 
Titans’ 10-yard line. “If 


(she didn’t really seem to be talking to any- 
one), so | kept my mouth shut. And then | 
watched Tom Brady run up the middle 10 
yards and into the end zone. 

Touchdown. 

The massive crowd at the Sports Depot 
roared. | took a few seconds to absorb the 
scene, then turned to Kerrie. 

“You called it,” I said. 
“That was amazing.” 


they get a touchdown 
right now, they're gonna 
win the game.” 


Kerrie was raised 
a Pats fan. Her 


She turned her head to 
look at me, every inch of her 
face engaged in a giant 


smile. 

“| did!” Kerrie said with a 
hearty nod. “You heard 
that?” 

“Oh, yeah, I heard it.” 


The way the night had 
been going, there was no 
reason to believe the Pats 
would score. They could 
get a first down at the 
Tennessee six; that 
seemed remotely possible. 
And it was a pretty safe 
bet Adam Vinatieri would 


mother was such a 
football fanatic that 
high-school friends 
were afraid to visit jer. «1 called it.” 
Kerrie on Sundays ‘ew! aime: Then, gestur 
hit the 27-yard field goal quring the season. 

even if they didn’t gain a 


head bob, “He heard me.” 
yard. So some points were me. 


She turned back to face 
“I did it once before,” 
likely. she said. “I said if they score a touchdown 
But this team hadn’t scored, or even on this play, they'll win the game. And they 
moved the ball much, in the entire first half. did.” 
It struck me as a bit overly optimistic to “So you think they’re gonna win now?” 
think they would put up six points from 10 Kerrie looked at me as if | were crazy for 
yards out, two minutes into the third quar- asking, as if it didn’t matter that the Pats 
ter. were still down 14-7 in a road game in 
Kerrie hadn't been talking to me, though which they weren’t playing well by any stan- 
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Her head spun back to her 
she told her 


dard. She had just one word for me: “Yup.” 
And she punctuated her point with a swig of 
beer. 

A minute later, with the commercial break 
over and the Pats preparing for the kickoff, 
Kerrie turned to me again. 

“I’m glad you heard me, she said. Then, 
to clarify, “I’m glad someone heard me. No 
one ever listens to me.” 


o 


I didn’t need to see Kerrie’s big grin to 
know the statement wasn’t meant as some 
sort of sad sack’s lament. Rather, it was a 
football-fan thing. Deep down, all serious 
football fans believe we know the game bet- 
ter than just about anyone. Deeper still, we 
all know we’re full of shit. But that doesn’t 
stop us from feeling like unrecognized ge- 
niuses, especially on those occasions when 


— — ol | 


‘ 


S10 us 


Phoenix 


UFFE 


_ PRESENT THIS COUPON 


AND SAVE Si0 us 
ONA 


FULL-PRICE, ALL DAY 


ADULT OR JUNIOR 
LIFT TICKET! 


~ I Valid only during hes 2002-03 | 


Iski season. Coupon has no 
j Monetary value and cannot be 
combined - ewe ee other! 





we successfully predict what’s going to hap 
pen on the field. It doesn’t matter how many 
other predictjons we've made that have been 
wrong; we want recognition for that odd 
good call. And we’re convinced no one’s ever 
going to give it to us. 

It was satisfying, then, to be able to offer 
some momentary validation to a fellow fan. 
Even if she was a perfect stranger who just 
happened to be sitting next to me at a bar 
Even if it was abundantly clear that her big- 
ger prediction, that the Pats were on their 
way to victory, was completely off the mark. 


=RRIE WAS hardly the only person at 

he Sports Depot who believed the Pats 
had begun a second-half comeback. In fact, 
as far as I know, I was the sole person in the 
crowded bar who believed otherwise. And | 
can’t pretend I’ve ever been given to opti- 
mism. 

I think Bobby probably would have shared 
my sense of impending doom if he’d stuck 
around. But he hadn’t stuck around, largely 
because of his own variety of fatalism. 

Bobby, the first person | met at the 
Sports Depot, had seen enough by the end 
of the first half. By the time I started talking 
to Kerrie, he was home, peeking at the 
game, I’m certain, byt refusing to be more 
thoroughly engaged. He had $100 on the 
Pats, and it’s hard to watch your money slip 
away from you like that. 

Bobby had come in hopeful on a few 
fronts. Clearly, he believed a Pats victory 
was in the cards. He was also hoping for 
some luck with the evening’s prize drawing 

- or at the very least the T-shirt giveaways. 
As much as anything else, though, he was 
looking to get a seat at the big bar that fills 
much of the left side of the Depot. That was 
the first thing that didn’t work out for 
Bobby. 

He might have had a chance at a seat if 
he’d arrived around the same time I did, 
7:30 p.m. The place was already fairly full 
by then, but there was some ongoing 


Ring in the New Year! 


turnover as the remnants of a crowd froma 
private function from earlier in the evening 
slowly dissipated. By the time Bobby showed 
up around 8:30, though, the room had filled 
up with Pats fans who stood three and four 
deep at the bar in places. 

“| thought I was getting here early 
enough,” Bobby told me, looking around the 
room and shaking his head. “I could proba 
bly get here at six o’clock and not get a 
seat.” 

“I don’t know if I'll stay,” he said. “You 
can't sit down and watch the Patriots game 
standing up.” Then, recognizing the Berra 
ish quality of his statement, he added, “You 
know what I mean.” 

He resolved to suck it up, partially, | 
think, because the Sports Depot is his regu- 
lar haunt — the bartenders know him, and 
they know his drink (Captain Morgan’s and 
and partially because he really 
-shirt (for his 


ginger ale) 
was hoping to score a free 
girlfriend, he said). 

The fact that he never got his T-shirt 
probably had a lot to do with the fact that he 
never got a seat at the bar. 

I’d been good about helping Bobby get 
drinks throughout the evening — my seat by 
the taps gave me ready access to the bar- 
tenders — but when the time came for the 
T-shirt giveaway I had other things on my 
mind. 

The Titans were threatening just as the 
young woman with the shirts stepped behind 
the bar and started tossing them out. 

“Call her over here,” | heard Bobby say as 
I focused on the nearest TV. “I want to get 
one of those.” 

| wanted to tell him there was finally 
something happening in a game that had 
been scoreless through the first quarter, but 
I would have had to take my eyes of the TV 
to do it. So I just kept watching. 

“Hey,” I heard Bobby yelling as Tennessee 
lined up on third and eight at the Patriots’ 
11-yard line. “Hey, over here.” 

The bar crowd roared as Titans quarter- 
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back Steve McNair darted the full 11 yards 
into the end zone. | was confused by that re 
action for a second, until | looked away from 
the game and saw that almost no one else 
had seen the play. They were cheering fo1 
free T-shirts 

‘Hey, Ove! here,” Bobby velled again as 
the T-shirt woman’s last couple of freebies 
sailed into the crowd at the far end of the 
bar. I felt bad for letting Bobby down for a 
second or two before | remembered that my 


only crime was watching the football game 


BY DECIDED to call it a night just 
before halftime, when McNair ran in for 
a second touchdown, putting Tennessee 
ahead 14-0. It wasn’t his night, and he 
knew it. The Pats had managed 78 yards of 
total offense; they were going nowhere. No 
sense in standing around T-shirtless for an 
other two hours just to watch the Pats lose 

The couple who had been sitting next to 
me at the bar left a few minutes later (Bobby 
would have had his seat), which is when 
Kerrie and Jaime sat down 

I might not have noticed Kerrie at all 
although there are TVs throughout the bar, 
the one closest to me was to my right, while 
she was seated to my left if it weren't for 
two drunks. There was a sloppy-drunk Bl 
dropout to my right who wouldn't stop 
yammering about how he’s going back to 
school eventually. He never will. And then 
there was the mildly drunk woman who'd 
moved into Bobby’s spot behind me, who 
reached over to grab a drink and dumped 
Kerrie’s beer directly onto my leg. 

| was still trying to figure out if there 
were some way to sit that would let me keep 
my soaking-wet jeans raised a quarter inch 
off my leg when Kerrie made her prediction. 
After that, | was too fascinated with Kerrie’s 
confident devotion to a team that I thought 
looked just plain lousy to pay much atten- 
tion to how my pants were doing 

| asked Kerrie how she could possibly be 
so certain the Pats were going to come back 
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and win. Her answer was simple 
die-hard, a lifelong fan who can’t 
thing but believe in her team 

A Rhode Island native, Kerrie was raisec 
a Pats fan. Her mother was such a football 
fanatic that high-school friends were afraid 
to visit Kerrie on Sundays during the sea 


son. Her grandfather's an all-around sports 


nut. So it all just sort of rubbed off 

Where are you from?” she asked m 

Well, I live in Northampton, but I grew 
up in Milford, Mass 

“Then you must be a Pats fan,” she of 
fered 

“Actually, I'm a Raiders fan 

“Oh.” Kerrie said 


| didn’t take offense. | knew exactly what 


That's too bad 


she meant: too bad I didn’t have the guts to 
stick by the home team. Any lifelong Pats 
fan over the age of 20 has met at least a few 
dozen guys like me. They know my type. We 
can't believe 

In the end, Kerrie probably shouldn't 
have believed so thoroughly herself. No 
matter what she predicted, no matter how 
accurate she'd been in the past, the Patriots 
were never going to beat the Titans. And 
they didn’t. That touchdown was their only 
score of the night. 

“That sucks,” Kerrie offered as the clock 
wound down with the Titans up 24-7. “Last 
time | predicted the same thing, and they 
won. It’s probably because you heard me 

“Sorry to be a jinx,” I responded. Kerrie 
offered no relief 

“| think they'll still win the division 
said, attempting to be conciliatory 

“Yeah, they'll win the division,” Kerri 
‘But I don’t think they’re going to 
the Super Bowl again. | hope they will, but | 
don’t think they will.” 

Maybe it was just the disappointment of 


agreed 


the evening speaking. Or maybe even a die- 
hard has her limits. ced 


Sean Glennon can be reached at 
sean (@thispatsyear.com 
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After what they've been through, who among the victims of clergy sexual abuse can 
feel good about all the sympathy lavished on Cardinal Law by the press? 


LAW, 


and priests is 


itinued from cover 


big news. But to hear the 
media tell it, the event marks a sad day for 
the cardinal, a sad day for the Roman 
Catholic Church, and a sad day for the faith 
if Law's demise 
d him into martyrdom. Yet Law 


His long and 


ful. Indeed, it’s almost as 
has propelle 
is anything but a marty: 
shameful record in handling clergy sexual 
ibuse a record replicated by Church lead 
ers in Boston and across the country 

far the Catholic Church 
in put oe horror of clet 
s Boston attor 


peaks to just how 
has to go before it ce 
gy sexual abuse behind it 
puts it 
’ But this is not about the 
bout child abuse. And he is 


He created the victims.” 


ney Carmen Durso 
Oh, poor cardinal 


per Ww ill Say 


cardinal. It’s a 
not the victim 


HE SYMPATHETIC coverage of Cardinal 
Law’s resignation could hardly have been 
At that time, 
thousands of pages of newly released Church 


anticipated just two weeks ago 


documents had revealed damning informa 
tion about allegations of sexual misconduct 
against 65 priests. And they showed the car 
dinal to be a liar, exposing how he played a 
far greater role sheltering abusive priests than 
he had previously acknowledged. The files 
contained reports of one rogue clergyman 
who had beaten up his housekeeper, another 
who had plied young’ parishioners with co 
caine for sex, and a third who had seduced 
ispiring teenage nuns by calling himself the 
Second Coming of Christ.” 

The sickening details set off a chain of 
devastating events for the 
though demands for Law’s resignation have 
persisted since January when the cardi 
“tragically in- 


archdiocese. Al 


nal staged an apology for his 
mistakes in handling convicted 
he enjoyed 


correct” 
child molester John Geoghan 
a reprieve in the fall. He polished up his 
image by meeting in October with 75 peo 
ple who claim to be victims of the late Rev 
erend Joseph Birmingham. But the latest 
revelations served as the tipping point. The 
Voice of the Faithful (VOTF), a moderate 
Catholic lay group formed in response to 
the clergy sex-abuse crisis, had declined to 
take a stance on its spiritual leader’s fate 
until last Wednesday. On that day, the 
group finally demanded that Law step down 
because, as VOTF spokesperson Luise Dit- 
trich points out, “We came to find out that 
he had lied to us.” Likewise, after months 
of virtual silence on the matter, 58 arch- 
diocesan priests penned a December 9 let 
ter asking their leader to step down. 

The protests apparently convinced Vati- 
can officials, who had refused to let the car- 
dinal go last April, that his continued reign 
in Boston had become untenable. Even 
Church defenders attribute Law’s move to 
resign — and the pope’s move to accept it 

to the recent furor, especially that among 
the clergy. At a December 13 press confer- 
ence announcing the leadership shake-up in 
the Boston archdiocese, Father Christopher 
Coyne, an archdiocesan spokesperson, rec- 
ognized that the public outrage had made a 
difference. “Honestly,” Coyne told re- 
porters, “when all this started to come out a 
few weeks ago and the public furor and 
upset started to come forward again, in fair- 
ness, that did have a large impact on the 
cardinal’s decision.” 

Although Law’s departure understand- 
ably looms large in the minds of Boston 
residents, it’s just a sideshow in the grand 
scheme of things. For all the talk of this 
resignation marking a new era in the 
Catholic Church, those familiar with the 
Church’s record on clergy sexual abuse 
over the past two decades cannot help but 
doubt the emergence of an enlightened hi- 


‘ 


f ¥ 
‘ \ 


erarchy. Explains David Clohessy, the exec 
utive director of the Chicago-based Sur- 
Network of Those Abused by Priests 
(SNAP), who claims that a Missouri priest 
four years as a bey, “As an 


should 


vivors 


molested him for 
abuse victim, | have learned that one 
never get one’s hopes up that Church lead 
ers will do the right thing” 
sexual abuse 

Father 


an outspoken priest who 


regarding clergy 
Thomas Doyle 


has advocated on be 
half of clergy sex-abuse 
victims for 18 years 
puts it more 
bluntly: “I don’t believe 
the Vatican has come 


now, 


anywhere near unde 
standing this problem. The 
scandal is not over yet.” 
To be sure, history shows 

that the Catholic hierarchy has 

yet to learn its lesson when deal 

ing with pedophile priests. When 

the problem hit Boston in 1992 

after Massachusetts priest James 

Porter was convicted of molesting 28 

children in three Bristol parishes in the 

1960s — scrutiny of the Church grew so 
intense that Law infamously called down 
God's power on the media.” But despite the 
negative headlines, the cardinal, we now 
know, did little to rid his archdiocese of sexu 
al predators and thus prevent further public 
relations fiascoes. When the Diocese of Dallas 
fell to its knees in 1997 after a jury 

ed 11 clergy sex-abuse victims $119.6 million 
for its negligent supervision American 

bishops lamented that the award would crip- 

ple the American Catholic Church. But de- 

spite the financial threat, the bishops, we now 

know, did little to set up a system-wide poli 


award 


cy to root out abusive clergy 

Church leaders, it seems, have even failed 
to grasp the meaning of simple, symbolic 
nods toward reform. In 1998, for instance, 
Bishop Keith Symons, of Palm Beach, Flori- 
da, became the first US bishop to resign be 
cause of child molestation by priests. 
Symons left the Diocese of Palm Beach 
after admitting that he had molested five 


THOM PARSONS 


Bad management 
with worse consequences 


The sins of isolation and inflexibility by Andrew Bushell 


FLOOD OF evidence has established that 

many bishops of the Catholic Church in 
America shamed their faith by repeatedly cover- 
ing up cases of sexual abuse by priests. Ameri- 
ca’s senior cleric, Bernard Cardinal Law, has 
been forced to resign as archbishop of Boston in 
disgrace. Roger Cardinal Mahoney, of the Arch- 
diocese of Los Angeles, has hired a public-rela- 
tions firm and teams of lawyers since the Califor- 
nia state assembly suspended the statute of lim- 
itations for cases involving priests’ sexual mis- . 
conduct. But as irreducible and horrifying as the 
level of ethical misconduct appears to be, the 
media have neglected one element at the root of 
the scandal: bad management. 

Cardinal Law oversaw 1653 priests and al- 
most 3000 nuns and monks working in more 
than 360 parishes, 150 schools, and 28 hospi- 
tals and nursing homes in the 2465 square miles 
of the Boston archdiocese. The archdiocese’s 
annual core budget exceeds $64 million. (The 
parishes, schools, and hospitals all have sepa- 
rate budgets.) If all its assets were tallied, the 
archdiocese would probably rank somewhere 


near the bottom of the Fortune 500. And yet, in 
such a large and complex conglomerate, all the 
organizational decisions are made by priests 
and bishops — essentially a group of philosophy 
majors thrust into high-level management roles. 
Unsurprisingly, mistakes happen all the time. 

Cardinal Law first came to Boston as a prom- 
ising reformer of archdiocesan management. His 
predecessor, Umberto Cardinal Medeiros, di- 
rectly oversaw more than 40 agencies dealing 
with everything from social outreach to hospitals, 
to cemeteries and seminaries. Medeiros would 
meet with each of these agencies perhaps sev- 
eral times a year, and these meetings strained 
his schedule. 

Cardinal Law believed he could streamline 
archdiocesan management by creating a cabi- 
net structure. He grouped his agencies intc sec- 
retariats and appointed approximately 12 secre- 
taries to supervise the various aspects of 
Church business. The whole cabinet met with 
Law at the chancery early each Wednesday 
morning. From a managerial perspective, 
Medeiros's style of governance tended toward 


boys. Rather than appoint a squeaky-clean 
successor, the Vatican named Bishop Anthony 
O’Connell, who, it turns out, is equally 
marred by sexual impropriety. Last March, 
O'Connell was forced to resign after con- 
fessing that he, too, had assaulted adoles- 
cents at a Missouri seminary. As Clohessy 
rather sarcastically summarizes: “If I had a 
nickel for every time that I’ve heard people 
‘Well, Church officials surely won’t cover 
up the abuse of children again,’ | would 
be a very rich man.” 
Even today, 
throughout the cur- 
rent crisis, the Vati- 
can has sent plenty 
of mixed messages 
about its views on 
yy Clergy sexual abuse. 
On the one hand, the 
pope has condemned 
child molestation by 
priests as “an appalling 
sin” and a crime. On the 
other hand, Vatican officials 
have blamed the scandal on 
everyone and everything but the 
Church — indeed, they have blasted 
the press, the victims’ lawyers, homo- 
sexual priests, and Americans’ obsession 
with sex. On the one hand, the pope has 
proclaimed that there’s “no place in the 
priesthood” for child molesters. On the 
other hand, Vatican officials have refused 
to authorize the zero-tolerance sex-abuse 
policy passed by US bishops last June. Not 
only that, but they significantly undercut 
the policy by eliminating a mandate that 
bishops and priests report all sex-abuse 
allegations to the police. 

Even in the US, bishops continue to 
behave as they always have, despite their 
supposed resolve to come clean. The Dio- 
cese of Burlington, Vermont, announced 
in February that it would not report all 
charges of priestly abuse to the police — 
a haunting echo of the attitude that had 
fueled this crisis in the first place. It took 
four months and intense pressure from 
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micro-management, making him the ecciesiasti- 
cal equivalent of Jimmy Carter. Law, on the other 
hand, approached executive management more 
like Ronaid Reagan — as a confident grandfa- 
ther figure who brought in good, smart people to 
handle the details. 

In principle, the cabinet structure was a good 
idea. Cabinet members had more resources and 
responsibility — greater scope for good works — 
than administrators had enjoyed under previous 
systems. But Law made fatal errors in his reor- 
ganization. Rather than reporting to the cardinal, 
the cabinet reported to what's known as a mod- 
erator-of-the-curia — Church-speak for a posi- 
tion much like that of White House chief of staff. 
The moderator is usually an auxiliary bishop 
who wants to prove himself to his archbishop 
and to the folks over in Romé who make new 
episcopal nominations, in the hope of getting his 
own diocese. 

Consequently, Boston's moderators-of-the- 
curia deait.with most archdioeesan business di- 

rectly — following the cardinat's wishes, of 

Be but having the conversa- 
tions with secretaries that Law otherwise might 
have had. As a result, after 1985, when Law’s or- 
ganizational reforms were implemented, the car- 
dinal became increasingly isolated from the af- 
fairs of the archdiocese. Over the years, the 
archdiocesan nuts and bolts were handled by a 
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LAW, from page 18 
Vermont attorney general William Sorrell 
before the diocese promised to report all 


“credible” allegations to the state. Mean- 
while, in dioceses across the country, from 
New York to Phoenix to Los Angeles, bish- 
ops have tried to stonewall criminal investi- 
gations and withhold Church documents de 
tailing abuse just as Law did for months. 

Make no mistake: were it not for the vig- 
orous efforts of the victims’ lawyers — the 
real unsung heroes who rooted out the 
details of the Church’s role in the scandal 

the Boston archdiocese would never have 
released 11,000-plus pages of internal 
records. Were it not for these legal actions, 
the public would never have discovered that, 
time and again, the cardinal and his bishops 
protected abusive priests at the expense of 
vulnerable children. So while the hierarchy 
professes to have taken responsibility, it has, 
in effect, not moved at all. Offers attorney 
Durso, who represents some 70 people in 
sex-abuse lawsuits pending against the 
“The Church has known about 
this situation for years and has never done 
the right thing.... It’s not a new day for the 
Catholic Church.” 


archdioc ese, 


LEARLY, SOME things about the 

Church have changed — at least, in 
Boston. It used to be that a good Boston 
Catholic prayed, paid, and obeyed. But that 
mentality faded almost as soon as the scan 
dal exploded. This year, faithful parishioners 
asked questions; they demanded answers; 
they withheld donations. Now that they have 


‘The Church has known 
about this situation for 
years and has never done 
the right thing. . . . It’s 
not a new day for the 
Catholic Church.’ 


developed a voice, many of them are not 
about to go back to their old, obedient ways. 

he laity has risen up and changed the 
minds of Vatican officials,” says Dittrich, of 
the VOTF. And that, in and of itself, reflects 
a positive step toward change. 

Dittrich knows that it requires what she 
calls “a leap of faith” to believe that the 
Catholic Church will exhibit a new attitude 
toward clergy sexual abuse. Yet she and 
her colleagues remain undaunted. The 
VOTE, which boasts 25,000 members in 
roughly 40 states nationwide, intends to 
keep up the pressure on Church leaders to 
end their longstanding penchant for secre- 
cy and self-policing on this issue — and 
its focus extends well beyond the Boston 
On December 11 — the 
same day it demanded Law’s resignation 

the group called on Bishop Wilton Gre- 

gory, the president of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bish« 

very US dioce 
documents detailing abuse ac¢ 

gainst priests. Their gos 
that the problem does not fade from the 
limelight after Law’s dramatic exit. “We 
have to remind ourselves to stay vigilant,” 
Dittrich Says. “If we don’t change the cul- 
ture of secrecy, then sunlight and truth 
will be unavailable to us.” 

Whether such vigilance will matter is an 
open question, of course, one that depends 
upon the man who succeeds Cardinal Law. 
Bishop Richard Lennon, who is in charge of 
the Boston archdiocese until a new arch- 
bishop is selected, comes to his new posi- 
tion largely unknown. His peers portray 
him as a kind, humble, and pastoral man 

in short, as Law’s antithesis. And 
Lennon has wasted no time reaching out to 
those who have been harmed by the scan- 
dal. In a December 13 statement announc- 
ing his appointment as apostolic adminis- 
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MANAGEMENT, from page 18 

series of moderators, including 

now-bishop Tom Daily of Brooklyn, 

New York; now-bishop Robert Banks 

of Green Bay, Wisconsin; now-arch- 

bishop Alfred Hughes of New Orleans; 

and now-bishop William Murphy of 
Rockville Centre, New York — all of j 
whom have received subpoenas to tes- 

tify in the Boston sex scandal. 

The restructuring gave Law time to 
play to his strengths —- namely, devel- ‘ 
oping broad policy initiatives (housing 
for the poor, ecumenical outreach, etc.) 

— and to chair important committees of the 
US Conference of Catholic Bishops in 
Washington. He raised his national profile even 
higher as chair of the board of trustees of the 
Catholic University of America. 

But back in Boston, most of what was done 
over Law's signature was prepared by the mod- 
erator-of-the-curia in consultation with the cabi- 
net secretaries. Once a year, during a series of 
what the cardinal called “administrative after- 
noons,” each agency head and his supervising 
cabinet secretary would meet with Law for a half- 
hour. So the head of priestly counseling, for ex- 
ample, might meet with Law once a year for 30 
minutes. That's not much communication be- 
tween a CEO and the people responsible for the 
care of his managers. 

Cardinal Law was determined to become 
one of the pre-eminent churchmen in America, 
if not the world. Meanwhile, his moderators-of- 
the-curia were determined to keep things run- 
ning smoothly, as a steppingstone to a posh 
diocese. So while the cardinal sought to im- 
prove his control to concentrate on other things, 
he lost control. 

Father Thomas Reese, Su, the editor in chief 
of the Jesuit weekly America and a long-time 
observer of Church politics, says, “Frankly, if 
Law spent as much time on the personnel is- 
sues as he had spent on Vietnam and Cuba, he 
would never have had these problems. Law’s in- 
terests were the Vatican game, the Washington 
game. | can believe that he’d only read the first 
two lines of a complaint letter [before es it 
to an assistant].” ; 

The second problem with Law's manage- 
ment technique was that he generally dealt with 
only his chief of staff, and not with the cabinet 
he had set up. And when he did meet with his 
cabinet, the discussions were largely scripted 
—- with none of the dialectic that characterizes 
good management. 

One priest who regularly attended the cabi- 
net meetings said, “While [the cabinet and the 
cardinal] did meet weekly, it was a set agenda, 
and the level of interaction was low, The cabinet 
secretaries met with the cardinal very rarely.” In- 
frequent meetings between managers and the 
principal always spell disaster in any corpora- 


tion, and it was no different in the Boston arch- ~ 


diocese. 

Some organizations work best with a com- 
mand-and-control structure. Others achieve re- 
sults from a flat organizational structure with few 
layers of hierarchy and maximum interaction be- 
tween the principal and subordinates. If Law had 
a Chief of staff whom he agreed with a little less, 


and families who have been hurt by the sin 
abuse of children by clergy.” Two 
lays later, in his first public remarks at the 
Cathedral of the Holy ¢ 
End, he trumpeted: 
can things change, 
prove.” His words were met with rousing 
applause from parishioners. But as a tem- 
porary figurehead, who has served as bish- 
op for only 18 months, Lennon is unlikely 
to be named Law’s permanent replacement. 
And so, the future of the archdiocese re- 
mains uncertain. Offers Richard Sipe, a 
long-time expert on clergy sexual abuse, 
“This situation is so unique that predicting 
anything is really guessing. There are just 
too many ifs.” 

Then again, one thing seems certain: the 
horror of the clergy sex-abuse scandal will 
probably get worse. There is, after all, the 
ongoing grand-jury investigation by Attor- 
ney General Tom Reilly into the archdio- 
cese’s apparent cover-up of child molesta- 
tion by priests. Just last week, after deliver- 


of sexual 


y Cross, in the South 
God willing, not only 


but things can im- 





or a cabinet that he spoke with a little more, 
he might have done a better job. 

But the CEO, not a lieutenant, needs to evalu- 
ate the people under him. Cardinal Law did not 
evaluate. It could be said that he trusted too 
much, but the truth is that he was just a bad 


manager. 









STARTED work at McKinsey 

& Company, a management-consultancy firm, 
after having spent 12 years studying to be a 
priest. A rigorously consultative approach was 

new to me. The stakes are different; if you get 

corporate management wrong, the company's 

» share price might drop and you might lose 

your job, but you won't go to hell. Generally, 
seminaries instill the ability to take both 
direction and initiative, but for all 
their stress on developing the 
whole person, the séminaries that 
train priests are notorious for 
dwelling on the impractical. 

At McKinsey, everything is prac- 
tical. Everything is data points 
and the bottom line. People are 

resources. McKinsey serves 
Clients in three-person teams, overseen by a 
partner and a director, that engage in lively de- 
bate over a client’s best course of action. There 
is a firm belief that dialogue provides the best 
product — that if an executive's working circle 
consists of one person or a few uncritical people, 
he or she never gets enough input and results 
suffer. In the absence of a dissenting voice — or 
the correction that comes from dissent — there 
is NO way to check substandard practices. 

But the Church is not a company. It does not 
exist in the market, and the business of truth is 
not a democracy. There is a sense among 
priests that only other priests understand each 
other — asin a family — and can understand 
the terrible sacrifices that go well beyond celiba- 
cy. (I will always remember why my old confessor 
burned his journals: “Because a few would not 
have made a good impression [on outsiders].”) 

In the Church, only large groups, curial con- 
gregations, or very senior people — e.g., bish- 
ops and cardinals — consult with each other. 
Those priests who serve the pope, the cardinals, 
and the bishops in Rome are actually fine man- 
agers because the Vatican cherry-picks from the 
world’s faithful. Vatican initiatives are often well 
put together. (Who would have thought Rome 
would torpedo the world at the Cairo Population 
Summit in19947) The pope makes personnel de- 
cisions only on rare occasions, and he perhaps 
has a better information and consultation net- 
work than the president of the United States 
does. The problem is that sometimes the inter- 
ests of the faithful are left out in the coid. 

But there is another problem here. The 
Roman curia, taking the long view, arrives at de- 
cisions through an excruciatingly siow process of 
consultation — too unwieldy for any diocese. 
And the dioceses, despite needing to move fast 
to stem problems, are filled with people who 
don't know how to consult properly on strategy. 
Add to that the fact that most of the men in 










current bishops, Reilly promised to unleash 
“all his investigative tools” to drag the 
truth out of Church leaders. There are, in 
addition, 450 pending civil lawsuits agair 
the archdiocese. On the same day that Law 
stepped down, victims’ lawyers received 
another 18 boxes of Church files outlining 
allegations of priestly misconduct. And 
then, there’s the cry for other bishops to 
follow in Law’s footsteps starting with 
the one-time Boston officials whose names 
appear all over the records of abusive 
priests, including John McCormack of 
Manchester, New Hampshire; Alfred 
Hughes of New Orleans; Robert Banks of 
Green Bay, Wisconsin; Thomas Daily of 
Brooklyn, New York; and William Murphy 
of Rockville Centre, New York. Last 
Wednesday, the New Hampshire diocese 
became the first diocese to admit that it vi- 
olated criminal laws when Bishop McCor- 
mack signed a legal settlement acknowl- 
edging that state prosecutors had enough 
evidence to issue a criminal indictment 
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charge of the local churches today grew up in a 
far less consultative system than did the men 
who are going through seminary now, and it's 
easy to see why problems get out of hand. 

Before the Second Vatican Council, the 
Church could at times be a very sterile place: 
seminarians were taught to find their cama- 
raderie in God and the saints rather than in 
each other. Becoming a priest was something 
people regarded with awe and wonder — setting 
young men apart from their peers. Today that’s 
simply not the case. Today’s seminarians need to 
develop close relationships with each other if 
only because they have so little in common with 
other men in their tate teens and 20s. 

But if the problem in Boston was, in part, a 
management problem, why has this kind of 
cover-up occurred in diocese after diocese? 
There are-three primary reasons. 

First, there is the question of opacity in 
Church dealings. For its first several hundred 
years, the Church was hounded by outside influ- 
ence and developed a “martyrdom complex” that 
it hasn't quite outgrown. Because the Church, 
and the bishops that run it, feel as if everyone 
“outside” the Church is hell-bent on destroying it, 
they tend to give in very little. 

Second, there is the “club” aspect of the 
priesthood — buttressed by the fact that 
Catholics believe that priests are not human in 
the same way as everyone else, and priests be- 
lieve that too. Priests have a long tradition of not 
wanting others to make decisions for them — 
even when those others are more capable and 
better informed. 

And finally, there is a canon-law issue: lay 
people simply can't tell clerics what to do, and it 
would be foolish for a lone priest to correct a 
bishop. It's not pleasant to express your opin- 
ions at the risk of getting silenced — as hap- 
pened to the late Father Henri DeLubac, SJ. 
DeLubac, perhaps one of the greatest theolo- 
gians of the late 20th century, wrote several 
treatises that were critical of then-conservative 
Catholic theology. His views caused consterna- 
tion in Rome and he was silenced, though: me 
was later created a cardinal for his suffering ™ 
and views. There is an institutional reachienen,* 
that works very well in Rome, but not terribly“ 
well back in America. 

Bishops ought to start thinking of the Church 
as a business — perhaps a business in charge 
of losing money, but a business nevertheless — 
and not a family. Tough love and therapeutic ap- 
proaches to misbehaving priests do not work. 
The laity should be seen as shareholders in the 
business. And shareholders love transparency. 
Problems should be openly discussed and ad- 
dressed with sensitivity, but not at the expense 
of straightforwardness. Perhaps ail bishops 
should start by taking a mini-MBA course; per- 
haps they should attend management seminars 
at McKinsey. 

But most important, bishops should stop . 
thinking and start doing what Christ did with his 
disciples — listen. Because the bishops’ alterna- 
tive, staying three priest transfers ahead of them- 
selves, tlearly does not work. z 


Andrew Bushell reported on the war in 
Afghanistan for the Phoenix. 


has refused to step down, victims and their 
advocates have him in their cross hairs. 
“There was decay within the Boston arch 
diocese,” Says Boston attorney Mitchell 
Garabedian, whose handling of 84 lawsuits 
against Geoghan ignited the current crisis 
and who has deposed all five men. “And this 
calls for leaders of the Catholic Church to 
look within themselves and decide whether 
other bishops must now step down.” 

In the end, when all is said and done, 
maybe Law’s departure will have marked a 
sad day. But not for the cardinal. Or the 
Catholic Church. For the victims. Whe 
among them can feel good about all the 
sympathy lavished on Law after what 
they’ve been through? As Father Doyle 
puts it: “It’s sad that so many victims and 
their families have had to be sacrificed and 
hung out to dry before Church leaders 
began to wake up.” Now that is a sad 
thing, indeed. * 


Kristen Lombardi can be reached at 
etere 
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2002 NEWS AND FEATURES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


In his presidential bid, Vermont governor Howard Dean hopes to bridge the gulf between New England 
and the Western states, and bypass the socially conservative South. Should John Kerry be worried? 


Howard's end run 


BY SETH GITELL 


ORMER VICE-PRESIDENT Al Gore’s 

announcement last Sunday that he would 

not run for president in 2004 had a big 
impact on the only two politicians who've 
made official moves toward the Democratic 
presidential primary: Massachusetts senator 
John Kerry, who formed an exploratory com- 
mittee to raise money for a presidential run, 
and Vermont governor Howard Dean, who's 
already declared his candidacy. Kerry is now 
the frontrunner for the 2004 contest, while 
Dean is poised to play the spoiler. And like 
most spoilers, his strengths play into the weak 
nesses of his opponent. 


\ medical doctor by training, Dean is a 


straight talker who pushes a solidly progressive 


agenda: he supports universal health care and 
gay rights, and he opposes war with Iraq. But 
he’s also pro-gun and anti-deficit-spending 
just the sort of unexpected contradiction that 
Beltway pundits love. As a result, the small- 
state governor has already garnered a stack of 
positive press clippings. Last June, the Neu 
Republic’s Jonathan Cohn likened Dean to 
Arizona senator John McCain, the sort of 
presidential candidate who can offer up a re- 
freshing bit of honesty and further his agenda, 
whether he wins or not. William Powers of the 
National Journal wrote last month that “no- 
body should write him off just yet.” And David 
Broder of the Washington Post recently lauded 
the Vermonter’s “eclectic mix of issues.” All of 
which means that Dean is perfectly positioned, 
not to win — no one expects that to happen 
— but to give the centrist Kerry a lot of grief. 

In a strange turn of political events, the first 
major battle of the 2004 presidential race will 
take place in New England, with a host of 
local candidates eager to win it. The New 
Hampshire primary is scheduled for January 
27, following only the lowa caucus. (See “Bat- 
tle for New England,” News and Features, 
February 15.) At least three of the many can- 
didates bandied about as presidential hopefuls 
are from New England; in addition to Kerry 
and Dean, there’s Connecticut senator Joe 
Lieberman. And there are four if you include 
Connecticut senator Chris Dodd. (Other po- 
tential candidates include John Edwards of 
North Carolina, former House minority leader 
Richard Gephardt of Missouri, Senate minori- 
ty leader Tom Daschle of South Dakota, Gen- 
eral Wesley Clark of Arkansas, and the Rev- 
erend Al Sharpton of New York.) But in the 
very narrow universe of New England candi- 
dates, Dean could be the pebble in Kerry’s 
shoe — a nuisance that hinders Kerry just 
enough to trip up his shot at the nomination. 

For his part, Dean evinces no ill will toward 
Kerry, nor even a sense that his actions might 
affect the junior senator from Massachusetts. 
But whatever comes to Dean — the attention 
he gets, the money he raises — cuts directly 
into Kerry’s support. Consider Dean’s visit to 
Massachusetts last Thursday. First he appeared 
on Keller at Large, WLVI’s Sunday-morning 
political talk show with host Jon Keller. Mid- 
way through the show, Keller asked Dean what 
he adds to the race given that Massachusetts is 
already offering up a much more well-known 
and well-financed candidate for the nomina- 
tion. “I’m not going to attack John Kerry. | 
think John Kerry’s contributed a lot to this 
country,” Dean said, before dishing his barbs: 
“John Kerry’s never had to balance a budget; | 
have. John Kerry has never delivered health in- 
surance to anybody; I have. John Kerry has 
never delivered services to kids, early interven- 
tion to kids; I have.” 

During the show, Keller pressed Dean, on, 
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STRAIGHT TALKER: Howard Dean supports universal health care and gay rights 
and opposes war with Iraq. But he’s also pro-gun and anti-deficit-spending — just the 


sort of contradiction Beltway pundits love. 


his positions on health care (Dean favors a 
form of universal health care that requires 
contributions from plan beneficiaries to keep 
costs down); marriage for same-sex couples 
(Dean opposes marriage rights but backs Ver- 
mont-style civil unions for gay couples and fa- 
vors the extension of federal benefits to such 
arrangements); and fiscal matters (Dean is a 
deficit hawk who opposes tax cuts but would 
limit spending). Through it all, Dean, true to 
his image as a McCain-like truth teller, was 
relatively straightforward and blunt. After- 
ward, off camera, Dean asked Keller how he 
performed. The pair discussed the relative 
brevity of Dean’s responses, and the governor 
appeared proud of the short answers he man- 
aged to give to complicated questions. “One 
thing that helps,” he offered, “is that | know 
what I think. I don’t care what the polls say.” 
Dean didn’t target any particular candidate 
with this comment. He could have had in 
mind any number of leading politicians prone 
to verbosity. But his comments couldn’t help 
but bring to mind Kerry, whose performance 
on NBC’s Meet the Press on December 1, dur- 
ing which he announced his decision to form a 
presidential-campaign exploratory committee, 
some commentators faulted for its ... verbosi- 
ty. Boston Globe columnist Scot Lehigh, for 
example, criticized Kerry for being unduly 
wordy in his response to a question about his 
vote against the 1991 Gulf War: “One aston- 
ishing word storm later (more than 350, 
punctuated by three additional probings from 
Russert), Kerry still wouldn’t admit he had 
been mistaken in any measure.” 

After the Channel 56 interview, Dean trav- 
eled to Steve Grossman’s house in Newton. 
There, Grossman and developer Gerald Schus- 


ter (a major donor to Bill and Hillary Clinton) 
hosted a gathering of some 100 big-money 
donors to raise funds for Dean’s presidential 
run. (The event capped two days of Boston 
fundraising for Dean.) Winning Grossman’s 
support represents something of a coup for 
Dean. Ever since Michael Dukakis’s 1988 
presidential campaign, Grossman has been at 
the center of national Democratic fundraising 
efforts. (He raised money for Dukakis in 1988, 
Paul Tsongas in 1992, Bill Clinton after he de- 
feated Tsongas, and Al Gore in 2000. He also 
took a turn as Clinton’s chief fundraiser in 
1998 as the chair of the Democratic National 
Committee.) It’s possible that Kerry — with 
the more than $3 million he’s already raised for 
2004 and his marriage to Teresa Heinz (net 
worth $675 million) — doesn’t need the 
Grossman-Schuster fundraising axis. That 
said, any serious presidential candidate can’t be 
happy that a major font of political largesse is 
supporting a rival politician. (Another major 
local fundraiser usually linked with Grossman 
— Weston’s Alan Solomont, who served as the 
finance chair both of Grossman’s campaign for 
governor and of the DNC during Grossman’s 
tenure as party chair — told the Phoenix Tues- 
day he also plans to help raise money for 
Kerry.) 

“To have 232 people come and raise just 
about $100,000 in John Kerry’s hometown 
the week he announces for president says vol- 
umes about Dean’s ability to raise money and 
gain support as a candidate,” says Grossman. 
(Not that Kerry necessarily wants Schuster’s 
money, in any case. He recently gave a dona- 
tion that he’d received from Schuster to the 
SEIU’s campaign on behalf of nursing-home 
workers employed by Schuster in Wilbraham. 


The workers have been engaged in a three- 
year-long contract dispute with Schuster’s 
company, Continental Wingate. The union 
has pressured candidates not to accept any 
money from Schuster and its members picket- 
ed the Dean fundraiser at Grossman’s house.) 

When Dean got inside Grossman’s home 
after a brief and civil exchange with the pro- 
testers — he simply introduced himself — he 
was still thinking about his public comments 
about Kerry on Keller’s show. “I got myself 
into trouble with John Kerry,” he said to no 
one in particular as he stood in Grossman’s 
foyer. “He kept asking and asking me about 
John Kerry.” Dean then recounted snippets of 
the interview to Grossman and whomever else 
was in earshot. (It’s true that Keller asked 
about Kerry, but it was no Tim Russert—style 
interrogation.) Later, a Democratic activist 
asked Dean about Kerry, and he replied, “I 
don’t want to say anything bad about John 
Kerry — especially in his home state.” 

That doesn’t stop his supporters from mak- 
ing the inevitable comparisons. At the Gross- 
man residence, a small group of activists was 
buzzing about the potential 2004 field and 
Kerry’s name came up. I asked one of them, 
Brookline realtor Chobee Hoy, why she is 
with Dean at this point and not Kerry. “I 
think I’m here not so much as anti-Kerry but 
pro-Dean,” says Hoy, noting that Kerry 
“didn’t speak out against the war” with Iraq. 
Regarding Dean, she says, “Everything I read 
about him suggests he’s the kind of Democrat 
who’s in short order now — who will say 
what he thinks no matter the consequences.” 
Although Dean didn’t hear my exchange with 
Hoy, he should be happy about it. Apparently 
without coaching from Dean, at least none 
that I witnessed, Hoy had keyed into the exact 
qualities Dean wants voters to notice. 


OT THAT JOHN Kerry’s worried about 

any of this. He won’t even comment on 
Dean’s potential to cause him trouble in the 
2004 primary. (Which isn’t a surprise — 
why acknowledge a lowly small-state gover- 
nor as a threat?) The most anyone associated 
with the Kerry camp will say about Dean is 
this, from a self-described “Kerry fan” who 
didn’t want to give her name: “Howard 
Dean’s record as governor defending Ver- 
mont against Maine notwithstanding, I think 
John Kerry would be pleased to put his na- 
tional-security and foreign-policy credentials 
up against Howard Dean any day.” 

National security and foreign policy are 
clear areas of weakness for the Vermont gover- 
nor. When asked if he thought a candidate 
with solid Vietnam credentials, such as Kerry, 
who earned a Silver Star in that war, might be 
best suited for post-September 1 1th leader- 
ship, Dean, who didn’t serve in Vietnam due to 
a chronic back condition, was quick to answer: 
“John Glenn was a war hero.” Former US sen- 
ator Glenn was a highly decorated pilot in the 
Korean War and an astronaut who ran a disas- 
trously short presidential campaign in 1984. 
“He certainly did not have a particularly good 
outing running for president. I think it’s always 
good to have military service, but I don’t think 
it makes or breaks your candidacy.” 

The former doctor also notes that he visited 
51 countries as governor, and recently got 
back from a fact-finding mission in the Mid- 
dle East. Dean is adamant that these were not 
junkets. “We tripled our trade to Taiwan after 
I went there,” he says. “I don’t believe in trav- 
eling just for fun.” And how could he? Dean’s 
brother was executed as a “spy” while travel- 
ing in Laos in 1975. While we don’t discuss 
his brother, whose death, in part, may have 
prompted Dean’s decision to go to medical 

















school, his campaign literature notes that in 
2001 the governor “helicoptered to the rice 
paddy where his brother is believed buried.” 

Meanwhile, Dean bristles slightly at the sug- 
gestion that September 11 may have marked 
the end of presidential candidacies successfully 
launched from governorships. “Name one sig- 
nificant piece of legislation or social change in 
the last 10 years that came from the Congress 
— there isn’t one,” says Dean, implying that 
change still comes from state-led initiatives. 

While relatively new to foreign policy — es- 
pecially in comparison to Kerry — Dean 
sounds relatively sensible on the Israeli-Pales- 
tinian conflict. He faults Bush for failing to 
“engage” in the Middle East — usually code 
language for the need to push Israel to make 
concessions to the Palestinians, but not when 
Dean says it — and he criticizes the president 
for not being tough enough on countries that 
finance Palestinian suicide bombers. “I'd really 
go after the Saudis, the Iranians, and the Syri- 
ans to get them to stop funneling money for 
terrorism purposes,” says Dean, particularly 
laying into President Bush for turning a blind 
eye to the Saudi role in promoting terror both 
in Israel and elsewhere in the world. “We're so 
dependent on Saudi oil. [Bush] can’t stop ter- 
rorism if he’s concerned about other political 
and economic forces.” Here Dean echoes 
Kerry's call for energy independence. On the 
war with Iraq, Dean says he would have voted 
against the recent resolution to authorize force 
to remove Saddam Hussein. He asserts that 
Bush failed to provide enough evidence to the 
American people that Hussein poses an imme- 
diate threat. Dean believes voters will appreci- 
ate his being one of only two Democratic pres- 
idential hopefuls — the other is the Reverend 
Al Sharpton — to oppose war with Iraq. 


For HOWARD DEAN’S presidential cam- 
paign to go anywhere at all, much less the 
White House, it has to be viable. No matter 
how quixotic, romantic, and heroic the story 
line behind Dean’s push for the presidency 
seems — courageous, big-thinking governor 
from a small state challenges the political es- 
tablishment with iconoclastic candidacy — it 
has to have legs. Dean comes from the second- 
smallest state in the union. With 608,827 resi- 
dents, it’s home to about as many people as 
Boston. That’s the city, not the metropolitan 
area. You have to go back to Calvin Coolidge, a 
native of Plymouth, Vermont, to find a 20th- 
century president who came from a state as 
small as Vermont — though Coolidge had to 
move to Massachusetts to win 

It’s hard to see a candidacy doing much 
from that base. Not that it can’t be imagined. 
Just look at NBC’s The West Wing. The week- 
ly drama features a president who was a 
prophetic, liberal-minded governor from New 
England who focuses on the “big picture” and 
is not weighed down by polling data. His wife, 
of course, is a doctor, just like Dean’s. More 
than a few commentators have noted the simi- 
larities between Dean and Josiah “Jed” Bartlet, 
played by Martin Sheen. Rather than say it 
could only happen on television, Dean seems 
to take some hope from the Bartlet administra- 
tion. “I think it’s great,” he says. “Who could 
be lucky enough to have their candidacy to be 
on television every Wednesday night?” 

Dean, to be sure, has more than a few Bart- 
let-like qualities. Bartlet can fall back on Latin 
when the occasion arises; Dean can speak 








Dean bristles at the 
suggestion that September 
11 may have marked the 
end of presidential 
candidacies successfully 
launched from 
governorships. ‘Name one 
significant piece of 
legislation or social change 
in the last 10 years that 
came from Congress — 
there isn’t one,’ he says. 


Hebrew — well, at least he can recite Hebrew 
prayers. During a discussion with E.]. Kessler 
of the Forward, the subject of Dean’s connec- 
tion to Judaism came up. (His wife, Judith 
Steinberg, is Jewish; he met her at Einstein 
College of Medicine in the Bronx.) Kessler re- 
ported that Dean said a Hebrew prayer dur- 
ing their interview. When I asked him about it 
on Thursday, he recited most of the first 
blessing for the Hanukkah lights. 

All this is charming, of course, but does it 
mean he’s electable? For Dean to win the De- 
mocratic nomination, he must not only impress 
the Democratic base with his positions on civil 


unions, health care, and Iraq; he must also show 


that he could win in the general election against 
Bush. Which raises the question: is there any- 
thing to draw centrist and moderate voters to 
Dean? While this isn’t the deciding question in 
most primaries, it goes directly to the question 
of electability. And even the most die-hard.De- 
mocrats factor electability into whom they will 
support in a primary. After 2000, nobody wants 
to throw away a single vote. 

In that context, how can a candidate, who in 
effect owns the issue of gay civil unions, as 
Dean does, ever be taken seriously as a nation- 
wide candidate? Here Dean offers up an inter- 
esting theory. Based on his campaign travels to 
date — more than 20 trips to New Hampshire, 
15 to lowa, and five to South Carolina 
Dean has come to believe that his backing of 
civil unions is no obstacle to getting elected 
Only reporters and gay audiences ever bring it 
up with him. And while political observers harp 
on the degree to which Clinton moved the De- 
mocratic Party rightward in 1992, Dean points 
out that Clinton was elected promising health 
care to all and advocating the public service of 
gays in the military that year. “I’d hardly call 
that a right-wing campaign,” Dean says. 

In addition, the Vermont governor has a 
trump card that none of the other Democratic 
contenders, including Kerry, can claim. He’s 
opposed to federal gun-control measures. “If 
A] Gore had taken the position that I take, 
he'd be sitting in the White House right now,” 
Dean says. “One could argue that I’m the 
most electable of all the Democrats because 
I’m the only one who hasn't taken on the po- 
sition that we ought to have lots of gun con- 
trol in this country.” 

That will play well in the Western part of 
the country, Dean says. Unlike the socially 
conservative South, he notes, the West holds 
more libertarian views on guns (and sexuality 
for that matter). To buttress his claim, Dean 
points to the defeat of an anti-gay statewide 
referendum in Colorado and the victory of a 
Democratic woman over a religious conserva- 
tive in Arizona’s recent gubernatorial race. 
“There’s much more of an ethos that every- 
body ought to do what they want to do in the 
West,” says Dean. “That’s why they’re against 
gun control in the West but civil unions is not 
likely to be a big problem in the West.” 

Dean can put his theory into play if he gets 
past the first three major electoral contests in 
New Hampshire, lowa, and South Carolina 
He is certainly an intriguing candidate, the 
exact kind of politician you want in the race, 
especially in the early stages. But right now, he 
is mostly positioned to play the spoiler. And it’s 
a role he seems more than willing to take on. & 


Seth Gitell can be reached at 
sgitell@phx.com 
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Dworkin avenged 


‘Long Dong’ Silver fan Clarence Thomas 
echoes the arguments of anti-porn feminists to 
ban cross-burning. They’re wrong, and so Is he. 


THOMAS, continued from cover 
race in US culture is lively and pugnacious. 
he case before the Supreme Court is an at- 
tempt to repeal as unconstitutional a 50-year- 
old Virginia law that bans burning a cross “with 
the intent of intimidating any person or groups 
of persons.” The appeal involves two separate 
incidents involving three men who were con- 
victed under the Virginia law. In the first, 
Richard Elliott and Jonathan O'Mara burned a 
cross on the lawn of a black man who was a 
neighbor of Elliott’s. In the second, Barry Black 
burned a cross at a Ku Klux Klan rally held on 
private property, but frightened a neighbor. The 
Virginia Supreme Court last year ruled that the 
law was unconstitutional, a ruling that the state 
itself is appealing. The men are represented by 
noted First Amendment lawyer Rodney A. 
Smolla, who argues that cross-burning is a 
form of symbolic speech that is guaranteed 
First Amendment protection. US Solicitor 
General Theodore Olson has filed a friend- 
( court brief defending the Virginia law. 

1 surprisingly, as Thomas’s emotional 
words from the bench (lynchings of blacks con- 
stituted “a reign of terror and the cross was a 
sign of that”) show, debates about cross-burn- 
ing are highly charged and difficult. Between 
1882 and 1930, there were 2500 documented 
cases of African-American men and women 
being lynched by white mobs in Southern 
states. If you do the math, that means that on 
average, a black child, man, or woman was 
murdered once a week, every week, between 
1882 and 1930, always by a white mob driven 
by hate and often with the influence, support, 


backing, or direct help of the Ku Klux Klan. 
During this time, the Klan, and groups like it, 
used burning crosses as a potent symbol that 
they could — and would — get away with it. 
The “reign of terror,” as Thomas rightly de- 
scribes it, did not end with the passing of the 
civil-rights acts of the 1960s and 1970s. In 
1981, 19-year-old Michael Donald was ab- 
ducted, strangled, and lynched in Alabama by 
two Klansmen who had chosen Donald at 
random “to show Klan strength in Alabama.” 
In 1984, the ringleader of that murder was 
executed in the electric chair — which 
marked the first time a Klan member had re- 
ceived the death penalty for the murder of an 
African-American. 

This history doesn’t make Thomas right, 
however. He’s wrong. As were MacKinnon 
and Dworkin. But the discussion sparked 
by Thomas’s remarks — Virginia v. Black 
received scant attention before Thomas 
made it clear that he was sympathetic to the 
Virginia law marks an important mo- 
ment in US culture. The moment is defined 
not just by the fact that similar anti—First 
Amendment arguments over difficult topics 
can be made on both sides of the political 
fence, or by the fact that pleas to deal with 
these issues are being made by deeply 
heartfelt appeals to emotion rather than to 
the rule of law. No, the moment is defined 
by the fact that we are debating the philo- 
sophical issue of what constitutes speech 
and what constitutes action. 

While Thomas never specifically cited 
Dworkin or MacKinnon in his zealous, 





impromptu remarks, his argument was 
nearly identical to the one made by MacK- 
innon in her 1993 book Only Words (Har- 
vard University Press), in which she explic- 
itly drew an analogy between the harm 
done to women by pornography and the 
harm done to African-Americans when 
crosses are burned. But even without 
specifically referring to MacKinnon’s ideas, 
Thomas raised in his remarks — as did 
MacKinnon in her book — complicated 
legal and social issues about the relation- 
ship between speech (symbolic as well as 
spoken or written) and action. Are words, 
as MacKinnon puts it, “only words,” or do 
they have very real — and often very dan- 


gerous — effects upon the world? 
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NLIKE THOMAS, Mack- 
innon is a determined and 
adroit debater. Even when you 
don’t agree with her, she can 
make you question your be- 
liefs. In Only Words, she argues 
that American jurisprudence is 
marred by a deep “incoherence 
[in] distinguishing speech 
from conduct,” especially 
; — when there are issues of social 
inequality involved. “Cross- 
burning is nothing but an act, 
i yet it is pure expression, doing 
: 
i 





the harm it does solely through 
the message it conveys,” she 
: writes. “Nobody weeps for the 
charred wood. By symbolically 
invoking the entire violent his- 
tory of the Ku Klux Klan, it 
says, ‘Blacks get out,’ thus en- 
gaging in terrorism and effec- 
tuating segregation.” 
In linguistics there is a cate- 
gory of language classified as 
“speech action” — words that 
have real effects in the world. 
MacKinnon argues that much 
of what we have categorized as 
speech actually constitutes 
“speech actions” — or even plain 
action: cross-burning, violent porno- 
graphic images, American Nazi Party 
marches through neighborhoods of Holo- 
caust survivors, anti-Semitic propaganda. 
This is exactly what Thomas and the New 
York Times said about cross-burning. As the 
ime .c: “Courts must be especially 
carelui reviewing statutes of this sort because 
of the danger that freedom of expression 
may be wrongly curtailed. Robust political 
expression, even of odious perspectives, is 
central to our way of life. But in the case of 
Virginia’s cross-burning law, the expression 
prohibited is a message of racial intimidation 
and a clear threat of violence.” In Only 
Words, MacKinnon is more succinct and to 
the point: “Social inequality is substantially 
created and enforced — that is, done — 
through words and images.” 

But few who agree with Thomas and the 
Times would do what MacKinnon does in Only 





Free-speech fire drill 


Cross-burning, the First Amendment, and Clarence Thomas 


By Harvey A. Silverglate 


HOCK WAVES rarely emanate from the 

august chamber in which oral arguments 
are held before the US Supreme Court. But 
it happened at a December 11 hearing on 
the constitutionality of a Virginia statute that 
criminalizes cross-burning, when an out- 
burst by Justice Clarence Thomas 
roiled legal, media, civil-liberties, 
academic, and political circles 
with speculation about whether 
the Court, a fairly reliable sup- 
porter of First Amendment free- 
speech rights since the early 20th 
century, would retreat from the 
protection of “hate speech.” 

The case at issue, Virginia v. Black, did not 
generate unusual interest prior to the oral ar- 
gument. The statute in question makes it a 
crime “for any person . . . with the intent of 
intimidating any person or group of persons, 
to burn . . . a cross on the property of anoth- 
er, a highway or other public place.” Most 
assumed that the high court, in keeping with 
its own prior decisions, would agree with the 
Virginia Supreme Court’s view that it is un- 
constitutional to outlaw cross-burning, a 
form of symbolic speech, regardless of how 
loathsome decent people find it. Despite its 
origins in the Jim Crow days of the Deep 
South, when the Ku Klux Klan adopted the 
practice as a way of communicating to black 
people that they'd best stay in their place or 
else face mutilation and death, cross-burning 
has been thought to fall into the same cate- 
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gory as such protected expressive conduct as 
the wearing of black armbands in public 
schools by Vietnam War protesters and, more 
recently, burning the American flag to 
protest government policies. 

Black’s outcome also seemed quite pre- 
dictable because, a mere 10 years ago, the 
Court invalidated a municipal cross-burning 
ordinance in the case of R.A.V, v. 
City of St. Paul. In an opinion 
written by its current leading con- 
servative, Justice Antonin Scalia, 
the Court in R.A.V. ruled that the 
city could not single out hate 
speech and treat it differently 
from other speech. The St. Paul 
ordinance outlawed the placement 
of any symbol, “including . . . a burning 
cross or Nazi swastika, which one knows or 
has reasonable grounds to know arouses 
anger, alarm or resentment in others on the 
basis of race, color, creed, religion or gen- 
der.” “The First Amendment does not permit 
St. Paul to impose special prohibitions on 
those speakers who express views on disfa- 
vored subjects,” Scalia wrote. 

So the argument in Black appeared to be 
proceeding as predicted, wrote New York 
Times Supreme Court reporter Linda 
Greenhouse in a front-page story (other 
journalists, including the Boston Globe's 
Lyle Denniston and the National Law Jour- 
nal’s Tony Mauro, also reported on the 
hearing), until Justice Clarence Thomas, the 
Court’s only black justice and more often 
than not Scalia’s ideological twin, piped up 





with a rare comment. (Thomas is famous 
for almost never saying a word during even 
the most contentious oral arguments.) A 
cross-burning, he inveighed, is indeed sym- 
bolic speech, but this does not necessarily 
entitle it to constitutional protection. The 
Ku Klux Klan used cross-burning to inflict a 
“reign of terror” on black communities for a 
century before Virginia finally outlawed the 
practice, Thomas intoned. “There’s no 
other purpose to the cross, no communica- 
tion, no particular message,” he thundered. 
“It was intended to cause fear and to terror- 
ize a population.” 

Thomas’s remarks seemed surprising be- 
cause, in 1992, he joined the Court in invali- 
dating the St. Paul cross-burning ordinance 
in R.A.V; then, three years later, he joined 
the Court majority in allowing the Klan to 
place a cross in a public square during 
Christmas season, pursuant to an Ohio law 
that made the square a “public forum” for 
the expression of citizens’ opinions. His un- 
expected blast, Greenhouse reported, ap- 
peared to change the tenor of the rest of the 
argument. The other justices, who had earli- 
er seemed skeptical of the Virginia statute’s 
validity, suddenly appeared convinced that it 
might be constitutional after all. 

If so, Black may indeed signal a startling 
shift in free-speech jurisprudence, one that 
carves out exceptions to the First Amend- 
ment based upon whose ox is being gored. 
The burning cross does not stand alone as a 
detested symbol — the swastika, for exam- 
ple, has special significance for Jews, and 








other groups who have endured oppression 
may react with equal sensitivity to icons that 
recall their suffering. Stamping out the 
burning cross could begin a slide down the 
slippery slope of censorship to avoid offend- 
ing people. 

But predictions of the demise of hate- 
speech protection are likely way off the mark. 
The Virginia statute — which bars cross- 
burning with the “intent of intimidating” — 
is aimed at threats, not mere insults. Symbol- 
ic speech can acquire a secondary meaning 
that turns it into a true threat of physical 
harm rather than a simple assertion of of- 
fense or hatred. In The Godfather, the Mafia 
leaves a severed horse’s head in someone’s 
bed. The implicit threat — that the recipient 
will die if he does not comply with the gang- 
sters’ demands — is clear and makes the 
message criminal. So, as Thomas’s outburst 
emphasized, the question in Black is whether 
a burning cross has, as a result of history and 
practice, acquired a meaning more akin to a 
physical threat than to a mere racial epithet. 
R.A.V. protected “messages of ‘bias motivat- 
ed’ hatred” based on notions of “racial su- 
premacy.” But, ugly as such symbolic speech 
is, it belongs to a different category than the 
threats of physical harm singled out in the 
Virginia statute. To outlaw cross-burning in 
such circumstances does not require any fun- 
damental change in First Amendment ju- 
risprudence. 

In short, there may be little new under the 
sun when the Court issues its opinion, ex- 
pected in the spring. To paraphrase Mark 
Twain, reports of the First Amendment's 
death appear greatly exaggerated. a 


Harvey A. Silverglate is the co-author of 
The Shadow University: The Betrayal of 
Liberty on America’s Campuses (Harper- 
Perennial, 1999) and co-director of the 
Foundation for Individual Rights. 




















Words and use the same argument against cross- 
burning to claim that violent pornography 
should not be protected by the First Amend- 
ment. Surely there is a difference, they might 
argue, between the blatant public celebration of 
white racism — the intent of which is to intimi- 
date African-Americans — and depictions of 
sexual activity. But just as this country has an 
appalling history of racism, 
there is an equally appalling 
history of violence against 
women — which continues, 
largely unabated, today. As ap- 


be to those who want to use 
every available tool to fight 
racism and sexism, it takes us 
down a very slippery slope: 
how violent would pornogra- 
phy have to be before it is too violent? How 
close does a burning cross have to be to an 
African-American home before it is manifestly 
intimidating? Could you burn a cross on tele- 
vision — with the express intention of intimi- 
dating viewers — and still be persecuted 
under the law? 

All that said, the idea of First Amendment 
absolutism is a comforting one. It allows us to 
bask in the notion that freedom is completely 
attainable, and that free expression holds no 
dangerous consequences. It shifts the effects of 
the very real fears of people — African-Ameri- 
cans, women, gay men, and lesbians — who 
have been targeted by groups and individuals 
more powerful than they, to the far less urgent 
status of having been “offended.” Of course, 
the reality is that most Americans are “offend- 
ed” by the actions of the Ku Klux Klan, but 
most Americans don’t experience the burning 
of a 25-foot-high cross in their neighborhoods. 

But there’s something else to consider in 
MacKinnon’s challenge to the Supreme 
Court’s handling of freedom-of-speech issues 
— and in how her challenge has been echoed 
by Justice Thomas. It must be placed in a 
broader political context. It is, for instance, no 
surprise that the Bush administration is filing a 


Could you burn 
a cross on 
pealing as this argument might television and still 
be persecuted 
under the law? 
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friend-of-the-court brief to uphold the Vir- 
ginia law. It fits in all too neatly with the ad- 
ministration’s general dictum that the less free 
speech our citizens have, the better off we'll all 
be. It also dovetails with the administration’s 
domestic “protectionist” policies — i.e., 
everything we are doing to fight terrorism, 
such as dismantling a wide range of civil liber 
ties, putting into place compli- 


citizens, encouraging neigh 
bors to report one another for 


suspicious activity, is done for 


administration’s defense of an 
ill-conceived but well-inten 
tioned law to ban cross-burn 
ing will purportedly protect 
African-Americans. But make 
no mistake, no matter who is its “beneficiary,” 
such government protections are usually only 
about government control. (The Bush admin 
istration’s brief is also yet another not-very 
subtle attempt to give the appearance — so 
much more necessary now after Trent Lott 
spoke his true mind about race relations and 
then had to lie with an apology — that the Re 
publican Party cares about the concerns of 
African-Americans.) 


HE BALANCING ACT between protecting 

fundamental freedoms and securing person 
al safety is a difficult one. As painful as it may 
be, it is important that the Court rule that 


cross-burning is legally protected speech. There 


are other laws that might have been called upon 
in these cases. Certainly burning a cross on a 
lawn that is not your own is an act of trespass 
ing, if not vandalism. And if a cross-burning is 
accompanied — as many are — with written 
or oral threats against individuals, the perpetra- 
tors can be prosecuted under harassment laws 
similar to those used against anti-choice pro- 
testors prosecuted for preventing individual 
women from entering abortion clinics 
Thomas’s and MacKinnon’s arguments are 
powerful, but, at this moment in history, they 
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are limited. It is true that Clarence Thomas (no 
matter what one thinks of his other political po 
sitions) is one of only two men who have ever 
served on the Supreme Court who — as 
African-Americans — have a distinct, and very 
visceral, relationship to cross-burning. It is also 
true that Catherine MacKinnon (no matter 
what you think of the legal ramifications of het 
positions on pornography) probably speaks for 
many women and men who share her revulsion 
of the degradation of women in visual, violent 
porn. These are not simply emotional — or as 
some have said of MacKinnon, hysterical 
responses. They are important reactions from 
people who understand that the groups with 
which they identify are historically disadvan 
taged and have been forced into positions of 
extreme inequality in US society. So while 
Thomas's and MacKinnon’s arguments should 
be defeated, they should not be dismissed 
heir ideas deserve public debate 

Through such debate, other truths come to 
light. Such as the limitations of making law 
based on personal experience. It was more than 
a little frightening, as Dahlia Lithwick pointed 
out ina December 17 New York Times op-ed 
column, that the rest of the Supreme Court jus 
tices took the issue of banning cross-burning 
far more seriously after Thomas spoke. It is 
vital to remember that Thomas was not speak 
ing on a point of constitutional law but of the 
horrors of American racism. Thomas and the 
other justices have a mandate to judge the law 
on the basis of its constitutionality, not on the 
basis of personal experience. Indeed, the seri 
ousness with which Thomas's statements were 
received bespeaks a level of racial patronizing 
that should be inimical to the court's behavior 
and purpose. Imagine, for instance, if Ruth 
Bader Ginsberg or Sandra Day O’Conno1 
spoke vehemently of their antipathy and 
disgust of violent pornography? They would 
be ridiculed and attacked for bringing their 
personal feelings into the discussion. 

There’s no question that a justice’s personal 
experiences shape how he or she thinks, but 
that is quite different from invoking those expe- 
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riences as a way of moving along debate. In 
fact, it is precisely this aspect of “identity poli 
tics” that the right — from Anne Coulter and 
William Bennett to Thomas himself 
es to hate. Who would have thought that 
Clarence Thomas would end up playing 


profess 


to create a safer place for African-Americans 
what he himself has maligned as “the race 
card”? Of course, the fault is not entirely his 
In a culture such as ours in which racism is 
so entrenched, almost any statement from an 
\frican-American person carries, without 


that person’s intent, a different racialized 


meaning than if a white person utters it. But 
that is all the more reason why the Supreme 
Court 


must base its findings on the rule of law, 


as it crafts laws for the entire country 
not on emotion 
rhe point, ultimately, is to create a society in 

which cross-burning doesn’t exist. But that is 
not going to happen simply by banning it. If the 
Supreme Court upholds Virginia's law on 
burning crosses — thus legally altering the def 
inition of speech as an action, rather than as an 
expression of an idea — then the entire legal 
landscape is going to be changed 

MacKinnon’s vision of what that change should 
be is deeply radical. It does not just concern 
pornography and cross-burning, but also re 
ordering society in such a way that language is 
defined as action and thought as intent. This 
means that public utterances of any sort could 
be construed as threats, that queer-articulated 
hatred of heterosexuals could be construed as 
action” in the same way that straight people's 
verbal attacks on homosexuals would be. It 
means that anguished cries of African-Ameri 
can pain interpreted as intimidating by white 
people would be subject to a new form of legal 
interpretation. It means, in the end, that this 
current government, which has shown so little 
regard for US citizens — particularly African- 
Americans — will have far more control over 
our lives than it has now & 


Michael Bronski can be reached at 
mabronski@aol.com 
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DISPATCH FROM THE WAR ON TERROR 


As the US gears up for war with Iraq, diplomats, senators, and think 
tanks are already drawing bull’s-eyes on new targets. Why is Hezbollah 


at the top of so many lists — and should it be? 


Desperately 
seeking Hezbollah 


BY RICHARD BYRNE 


VER THE PAST few months, the 

dance of war between the US and Iraq 

has shifted tempo. At times this past 
summer, it was a pogo dance veering into 
slam dancing and stage diving. The hawks in 
President George W. Bush’s administration 
were eschewing a renewal of United Nations 
weapons inspections (and, at times, any at- 
tempt to work with the UN) in favor of a 
notion of unilateral “regime change” effect- 


ed by US troops. A steady hosanna stream of 


neocon op-eds greeted and amplified the 
hawks’ pronouncements. 

Yet, as Bob Woodward's recent book 
Bush at War (Simon & Schuster) details in 
its epilogue, Secretary of State Colin Powell 
and National-Security Adviser Condoleezza 
Rice managed to shift the war-dance tempo 
from slam to jitterbug, and then slowed it to 
a minuet of UN Secu- 
rity Council resolutions 
and a new round of in- 
spections. The numer- 
ous Beltway confer- 
ences on what a post- 
Saddam Iraq might 
look like — and who 
should be next on the 
list in America’s open- 
ended war on terror — 
seemed less immediate- 
ly relevant. 

Now, as weapons in- 
spectors hit the 
ground, reservists are 
called up, and Saddam 
Hussein unleashes a 
voluminous volley of 
paper against those 
who would bring him down, the US war 
dance has speeded up again — perhaps to a 
nimble but relentless waltz. This shift in 
tempo has Iraqi dissidents once again boldly 
plotting in the open. It also has reopened 
debate on which person, group, or nation 
will be the next target of the war on terror. 

Recently, Saudi Arabia has drawn lots of 
attention in this regard. That nation’s links 
to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 
2001, have been analyzed, as has its finan- 
cial ties to terror networks. The question of 
whether the Saudis are trusted allies also 
has been aired in op-ed pages and on cable- 
news gabfests. Yet, aside from a controver- 
sial presentation openly labeling Saudi Ara- 
bia as a threat that was given to the De- 
fense Policy Board, a Pentagon advisory 
board, by RAND analyst Laurent Murawiec 
— whose remarks were quickly disavowed 
by Pentagon officials — no one anywhere 
near the government has indicated that 
Saudi Arabia could be the next stop in the 
war on terrorism. As recently as last week, 
State Department spokesperson Philip 
Reeker praised the kingdom, saying, “We 
are pleased with the continued cooperation 
that we have received and continue to re- 
ceive from the government of Saudi Arabia 
in the global war on terrorism.” 

North Korea — a charter member of the 


Bush administration’s “axis of evil” — is 





Proponents of war 
against Hezbollah have a 
stock phrase that recalls 

old scores even as it 
links the group to 9/11: 
‘Until September 11 of 
last year, Hezbollah had 
murdered more 
Americans than any 
other terrorist group.’ 


also pushing itself into the terror news 
cycle, whether the White House is ready to 
take on that nation’s threat or not. As if 
Pyongyang’s shocking admission to US 
diplomats that it has restarted its nuclear- 
weapons program were not enough, last 
week’s seizure and subsequent release of a 
shipment of Scud missiles from North 
Korea to Yemen proved to be an acute em- 
barrassment to the Bush administration's 
anti-terror efforts. 

Still, despite all this, the Bush adminis- 
tration has yet to say that North Korea is 
the next target after Iraq. Rather, the 
White House’s emphasis in public state- 
ments about North Korea has been on 
diplomacy and containment. When re- 
porters asked White House spokesperson 
Ari Fleischer about the administration’s 
differing approaches to Iraq and North 
Korea, Fleischer observed that “the region 
has a peaceful interest in working together 
so North Korea comes 
into compliance with 
international norms. 
The isolationist path 
that North Korea has 
put itself on only hurts 
the people of North 
Korea, and it has risks 
for the rest of the 
world. 

If you believe Wood- 
ward’s account of the 
Bush White House’s 
inner workings, the 
lack of public saber- 
rattling toward Saudi 
Arabia and North 
Korea is no accident, 
and indicates that those 
nations are not favored 
subjects for action. Bush-administration 
hawks aren’t shy about pushing for targets. 
One of the scariest narrative threads of 
Bush at War describes how the idea of at- 
tacking Iraq dominated the Bush adminis- 
tration from the day after the 9/11 attacks. 
According to Woodward, Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld was in Bush’s ear from 
the get-go, asking for a war aimed at “ter- 
rorism more broadly.” Woodward tracks 
Rumsfeld and his hawkish deputy, Paul 
Wolfowitz, beating the drum for an Iraq at- 
tack, despite the continuing absence of evi- 
dence linking Saddam to September 11. 

So if you are looking to put some chips 
down in the casino of US terrorist pre-emp- 
tion, where do you lay your bet? Try South 
Lebanon. Already, clear signals have come 
that the Lebanon-based military and political 
organization Hezbollah — which is on the 
US State Department’s “Terror Watch List” 
— is under serious consideration as the 
Bush administration’s next target. 

No less a personage than Deputy Secre- 
tary of State Richard Armitage — Secretary 
of State Colin Powell's number two at 
Foggy Bottom — has openly stated just 
that. In response to a question posed to him 
about Hezbollah at a United States Institute 
of Peace luncheon (see “Iraq Attack,” News 
and Features, September 13), Armitage 
replied: “Hezbollah may be the A team of 








terrorists, and maybe Al Qaeda is actually 
the B team. They’re on the list, and their 
time will come. There is no question about 
it. They have a blood debt to us, which you 
spoke to; and we're not going to forget it, 
and it’s all in good time. We’re going to go 
after these problems just like a high-school 
wrestler goes after a match: we’re going to 
take them down one at a time.” 

The prospect of taking on Hezbollah after 
Iraq — if not sooner — already has biparti- 
san support. On Fox News in early Decem- 
ber, Senator Bob Graham (D-Florida) — 
the outgoing chair of the Senate Intelligence 






tember 11 of last year, Hezbollah had 
murdered more Americans than any other 
terrorist group.” 

There is no doubt that Hezbollah’s past 
success in inflicting casualties on the Unit- 
ed States via suicide bombings (the “blood 
debt” to which Armitage referred) is at the 
forefront of suggestions that the US tackle 
Hezbollah next. In a four-year period in 
the mid 1980s, Hezbollah’s attacks ona 
US embassy annex in Beirut (63 dead), a 
US Marine barracks (241 dead), and an- 
other US embassy bombing (14 dead) 
proved lethal and effective. The group also 
struck at individuals, kidnapping and tor- 
turing CIA Beirut station chief William 
Buckley in 1984. 

Worse yet, Hezbollah’s strikes against 
Americans added the sting of humiliation to 
the horrific carnage. The bombing of the US 
Marine barracks led directly to the with- 
drawal of US troops from Lebanon. The 
kidnapping of Buckley — and attempts to 
free him despite firm US policy not to cut 
deals with terrorists — was a key trigger in 
the “arms for hostages” prong of the Iran- 
contra affair. 

In the Bush administration, which busily 
recycles figures from the Reagan era and 
even earlier, such memories linger. Accord- 
ing to the State Department’s annual “Pat- 
terns of Global Terrorism” report for 2001, 
it’s been a decade since Hezbollah has tar- 
geted the US with such violence. “Hizballah 
has not attacked US interests in Lebanon 
since 1991,” states the report, “but it con- 
tinued to maintain the capability to target 
US personnel and facilities there and 
abroad. During 2001, Hizballah provided 
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IN THE LINE OF FIRE: South Lebanon, home of Hezbollah, is likely to be the next 





front in the war on terror 
compared to, say, North Korea. 


even though the group has been relatively quiet this year as 





Committee — called on the United States to 
attack “the headquarters and the training 
camps of those international terrorist organi- 
zations such as Hezbollah, which are the 
most likely ones to form an alliance with 
Saddam Hussein.” 

Linking Hezbollah to Saddam Hussein 
is not the only pretext for such an attack. 
In fact, proponents of opening a new front 
against Hezbollah even have a stock sup- 
porting phrase that both recalls old scores 
and links the group to 9/11: “Until Sep- 


training to Hamas and the Palestine Islamic 
Jihad at training facilities in the Beka’a Val- 
ley. In addition, Hizballah reportedly in- 
creased the export of weaponry into the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip for use by these 
groups against Israeli targets.” 

Hezbollah’s patrons are also integral parts 
of the case against it. The group is directly 
funded by one member of the Bush admin- 
istration’s “axis of evil” — Iran — and re- 
mains closely linked to neighboring Syria. 
As the State Department report mentions, 

















Hezbollah is no friend of the Mideast peace 
process, either, supplying both moral sup- 
port and weaponry to the Palestinian Intifa 
da and occasionally skirmishing with Israel 
over a slice of the Golan Heights. 

Yet a scan of news headlines from major 
newspapers in 2002 indicates very little ac- 
tual conflict between Hezbollah and anyone 

even on the border between Israel and 
South Lebanon (which has been controlled 
by Hezbollah since the Israeli Defense 
Forces withdrew from the region in 2000) 
The biggest flash point this year, in fact, was 
not over terror or oppression, but over 
Lebanon’s plan to pump water from a spring 
that serves both that nation and Israel. A 
deal was eventually brokered — with US 
help — to stem that conflict quietly. 

Despite such diplomatic efforts, Hezbol- 
lah has a way of continually popping up on 
the radar screen, At a recent preview of the 
upcoming Israeli elections, former US am- 
bassador to Israel Martin Indyk summed up 
much of the current thinking about Hezbol- 
lah in the US and Israel. Asked about the 
water skirmish and the possible role that 
Hezbollah might play in the election, Indyk 
laid out the patient diplomacy and the ap- 
peal to Lebanon, Hezbollah, and Syria’s 
self-interest that quelled the crisis. Then, he 
continued: 

“The question that is on the minds of 
many Israelis in the political and security 
establishment these days, however, relates 
to what happens to Hezbollah after lrag 
That is the question of phase three of the 
war on terror. You'll see it today in the Is- 
raeli press, and I think there will be a 
steady drumbeat on this. That the next 
phase, phase three, needs to focus on 
Hezbollah as being the threat, as Senator 
Graham has been pointing out repeatedly 
over the last few weeks. Hezbollah is the 
premier terrorist organization, backed by 
Iran, with a global network, and the Israelis 
see Hezbollah increasing its activity in the 
West Bank and Gaza. Smuggling of arms, 
financing, not just [to] the Islamic Jihad 
but Hamas and now even the Al-Aqsa 
brigades of Fatah, money coming via 
Hezbollah and through the Iranian Revolu- 
tion Guards, from Iran to all of the organi- 
zations that are now conducting terrorist 
attacks in the West Bank and Gaza. So the 
Israelis are very keen to see something done 
about Hezbollah, and they are arguing that 
this should be the next phase in the war on 
terror.” 


HE SLOWDOWN in the pace of the im- 

pending US war against Iraq has certain- 
ly dampened expectations of a third, anti- 
Hezbollah front in the war on terror. But the 
effort to attract attention to the potential 
threat that the group poses to the United 
States has continued over the past few 
months. 

One such effort came last Tuesday at the 
Middle East Institute in downtown Wash- 
ington, DC. A full crowd squeezed into a 
second-floor room at lunchtime to hear Avi 
Jorisch, a Soref research fellow at the 
strongly pro-Israel think tank the Washing- 
ton Institute for Near East Policy, give a talk 
about Hezbollah’s media operations. 

The group’s TV station, Al Manar (“The 


Beacon”) — beamed locally in Lebanon 
and throughout most of the world via satel- 
lite — was foremost on Jorisch’s agenda. In 


a tone that was slightly excitable, even 
giddy, he presented his case for the perni- 
cious power of Al Manar in the Arab world. 
He noted that Al Manar’s reach — consist- 
ing of almost 10 million viewers a day 
worldwide — is immense. Its viewership is 
second only to that of Arab all-news station 
Al-Jazeera in places such as the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Though Jorisch complimented Al Manar’s 
professionalism and ambition, he argued that 
the station’s avowed purpose “is to wage 
psychological warfare.” It spews hate for Is- 
raet and the United States, he said, and ac- 
tively encourages the recruitment of suicide 
bombers through programming that includes 
music videos. 

It all sounded perfectly awful. Then 
Jorisch showed one of the videos — a 
cringe-inducing bit of violently propagan- 









































distic gore called “Death to Israel” that 
confirmed his view of the station’s disgust- 
ing propaganda even as it undercut his 
claims of Al Manar’s professionalism. The 
video is essentially a splatter/snuff film of 
rockets, rock-throwing, and post-bombing 
carnage synched to a fairly unappealing 
soundtrack, but Jorisch cited reports that a 
female suicide bomber in April of this yean 
was inspired by such Al Manar program- 
ming. Jorisch even distributed lyricé to the 
video's highly offensive ditty: “Strike them 
with the stone, sling or knife, day and night 
Chase them for the will is strong/Like an 
erupting volcano./Shake the betrayer’s exis 
tence/Do not mind that the enemy’s armor 
is heavy.” 

Eventually, the Q&A session got around 
to what should be done about Al Manar. 
Jorisch noted that the options range from 
“bombing the station to doing nothing 
and lots in between.” After NATO’s decision 
to bomb the downtown headquarters of 
Radio Television Serbia in the 1999 air war 
against Yugoslavia, the bombing of a media 
outlet is clearly not off the table. He also 
mentioned shutting down the satellite and 
punishing US corporate sponsors of the sta- 
tion’s programming. “Any station that sup- 
ports suicide bombing should not have a 
forum,” argued Jorisch 

His talk wasn’t the only drumbeat about 
Hezbollah last week. On Monday, Decem- 
ber 9, a New York Daily News op-ed on 
anti-Semitism in the Arab media mentioned 
one of the programs that Jorisch derided. A 
December 10 USA Today op-ed by Amitai 
Etzioni presented Hezbollah as a proxy for 
Iran — and argued that the threat posed by 
Iran was “being overlooked.” 

To date, however, the biggest mainstream 
assessment on Hezbollah has come in a 
two-part, 18,000-word piece penned for the 
New Yorker in October by Jeffrey Goldberg. 
Published shortly after Armitage’s Septem- 
ber remarks at USIP — which Goldberg 
quotes — the piece presents Hezbollah as 
virulently anti-American and a clear and 
present threat in the US-led war on terror- 
ism. (Jorisch makes an appearance in the 
article in a section titled “The Suicide 
Channel.”) 

The subtitle of the first part of Goldberg’s 
article — “Are terrorists in Lebanon prepar- 
ing for a larger war?” — promises much 
more than it actually delivers. It emphasizes 
the grudge, dating back to the Reagan 
years, held by US officials against Hezbol- 
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called for the “export” of suicide bombings worldwide 
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lah, and makes 
some not-so-subtle 
links between the 
group and Al 
Qaeda (“Magnus 
Ranstorp, the di- 
rector of the Cen 
tre for the Study of 
Terrorism and Po 
litical Violence, at 
the University of 
St. Andrews, in 
Scotland, says that 
Al Qaeda learned 
the value of chore 
ographed violence 
from Hezbollah”) 
But Goldberg also 
lays out nightmare 
scenarios of a larg 
er war that simply 
hang in midair 
with little more to 
support them than 
supposition from 
unnamed experts 
For instance, near 
the end of part one 
of his article, 
Goldberg writes 
“Both Israel and 
the United States 
believe that, at the 
outset of an Amer 
ican campaign 
against Saddam, 
Iraq will fire mis 
siles at Israel 
perhaps with 
chemical or bio 
logical payloads 

in order to provoke an Israeli conventional, 
or even nuclear, response. But Hezbollah, 
which is better situated than Iraq to do 
damage to Israel, might do Saddam’s work 
itself, forcing Israel to retaliate, and crip 
pling the American effort against an Arab 
state. Hezbollah is not known to possess 
unconventional payloads for its missiles, 
though its state sponsors, Iran and Syria, 
maintain extensive biological- and chemical- 
weapons programs.” 

The second part of Goldberg’s article 
promises to track Hezbollah through 
“South America and the United States,” yet 
only 10 paragraphs of the 7000-word arti 
cle tacked on at the end deal directly 
with Hezbollah in the US. Those para- 
graphs deal with a cigarette-smuggling ring 
in North Carolina that was identified as a 
Hezbollah cell. Of the 10 men arrested, 
eight pled guilty to racketeering charges. 
One man was found guilty of aiding a ter- 
rorist organization. 


OST MAINSTREAM media outlets 

have been in less of a hurry to advocate 
opening a front on Hezbollah. Thus, the 
picture of the group in the American press 
has been a murky one. Many news organi- 
zations have quoted Senator Graham, who 
has kept up a steady drumbeat about the 
threat posed by Hezbollah. But such stories 
tend to be short ones — mainly wire-service 
copy and not the in-depth treatment 
given by the New Yorker. 

For instance, the Washington Post has ex 
amined the Hezbollah question from a 
number of angles in its news pages. On 
June 30, in the paper’s most comprehensive 
article to date, the Post’s Dana Priest and 
Douglas Farah took the same line as the 
one later taken in the New Yorker. Yet the 
Post’s article, titled TERROR ALLIANCE HAS 
U.S. WORRIED; HEZBOLLAH, AL QAEDA SEEN 
JOINING FORCES, took a more balanced view 

noting not only that “the new co-opera- 
tion is ad hoc and tactical and involves 
mid- and low-level operatives” and that 
“unlike Al Qaeda, Hezbollah has never tar- 
geted Americans on U.S. soil,” but also 
quoting experts who pooh-pooh a connec- 
tion between the groups. 

A foreshadowing of what may await 
Hezbollah, however, has recently swept 
through Canada’s media as a result of that 
nation’s controversial stand against placing 
the group’s charitable-fundraising arm on a 
national terrorist watch list. Earlier this 
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year, the ruling Liberal government, headed 
by Prime Minister Jean Chrétien, made the 
decision, arguing as do other countries 
that the charitable wing of Hezbollah 
should not be punished for the group’s 


dark deeds 


United States, which places all of Hezbo 


(It’s a view not shared by the 


lah under a ban, arguing that such charita 


bh] 


e wings are “fronts” to funnel money t« 
support terrorism.) 
( ‘ lecision caused an outcry not 


only among pro-Israel groups (the Canadi 


an branch of B'nai Brith filed suit to com 
pel the government to put Hezbollah on the 
list), but also in the Canadian media. The 
National Post argued that the Liberal gov 
ernment had “endangered the security of 
the entire continent and disgraced the 
good name of the people of Canada.” Vic 
toria Times Colonist writer Robert Mc 
Connell thundered, “Until Hezbollah is 
shut down in this country, every Canadian 
taxpayer is subsidizing the donations that 
go from this country to support the scent of 
scattered blood and body parts 

On December 10, the Liberal govern 
ment reversed tack and placed the group’s 
charitable wing on its watch list, partly as a 
result of the unrelenting media assault on 
its Hezbollah stance. Oddly enough, a 
story published on December 4 by the 
Washington Times, with the headline 
HEZBOLLAH CALLS FOR GLOBAL ATTACKS, 
added more fuel and purported new e\ 

to that fire 

Che Times reported that Hezbollah’s 
leader, Sheik Hassan Nasrallah, has called 
for the “export” of suicide bombings 


idence 


worldwide in not one, but two speeches in 
late November. According to the Times 
one of Nasrallah’s “calls” was part of a 
warning to Israel about the controversial 
Al-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem. The other 
“call” was alleged to have been made at an 
unspecified rally 

No major US paper picked up the Wash 
ington Times story, in part because it was 
so vaguely sourced. But accounts of the 
Canadian government’s reversal contained 
numerous references to the 7imes’ allega- 
tions of Nasrallah’s recent call for an “ex- 
port” of suicide bombings. 

It is difficult, if not impossible, to defend 
Hezbollah. Much of what critics say about 
the group is true. It clearly remains a dan- 
gerous entity with a long reach. It poses a 
threat to a key US ally in the region Is 
rael and to the ultimate success of the 
Mideast peace process. Yet Hezbollah’s po- 
tential threat to the United States a 
threat which has remained dormant for well 
has yet to be established 
in any substantial way. 

In fact, a report written for the US 
Strategic Studies Institute in August of this 
year — titled “Hizballah: Terrorism, Na- 
tional Liberation, or Menace?” 
the case against making Hezbollah the tar- 
get of “phase three” of a US-led war on 
terror. 

The report's author, Sami G. Haijjar, a 
former US Foreign Service officer and pro 
fessor at the US Army War College, argues 
that “[wJhile there is in the open literature 
clear evidence linking Hizballah to acts of 
terrorism in the past ... no credible and 
convincing evidence has been published 


over a decade 


States 


connecting it to contemporary acts of inter 
national terrorism.” 

In his policy recommendations, Haijjar is 
even blunter about the efficacy of military 
action against Hezbollah: “The United 
States should not engage Hizballah militari 
ly. The option of either sending the Marines 
or Special Forces to tackle Hizballah is un- 
realistic. Its end result will not amount to 
more than a ‘feel-good’ mission.” 

Hajjar concludes: “I see no military solu- 
tion to the menace of Hizballah.” 

If the drumbeat for moving against 
Hezbollah as the third phase of the war on 
terror does indeed get louder, it will be in- 
teresting to see how much play viewpoints 
such as Haijjar’s get in the debate in the US 


media. od 


Richard Byrne is a freelance journalist 
based in Washington, DC. He can be reached 
at richardbyrne 1 @earthlink.net 






















































































































LETTER FROM JORDAN 


28 DECEMBER 20, 2002 MEWS AND FEATURES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


As Peace Corps volunteers with lives, jobs, and friends in 
Jordan, we definitely did feel safe — until a US diplomat'’s 
assassination forced us to leave 


In a strange land 


BY JENNIFER L. WARREN 


FTER GRADUATING from the Art In- 

stitute of Boston in May 2002 with a 

bachelor’s degree in fine arts and pho- 
tography, I avoided all the “So what are you 
going to do now?” questions by joining the 
Peace Corps. My assignment was to be a spe- 
cial-education teacher in Jordan. | arrived 
there in mid July knowing next to nothing of 
the language, culture, and history of the 
country. | was totally unprepared for the 
desert heat; my feet sank into my flip-flops as 
if they were made of clay. In deference to 
Muslim sensibilities, | wore long-sleeve shirts 
that | quickly sweated through and which 
stuck to my skin. Despite the training I re- 
ceived upon arrival (which involved living 
with a Jordanian family), I still felt that I had 
merely touched the surface of what I needed 
to know. I feared that I would be hated for 
being an American, and looked down upon 
for not wearing a jelbab (long, form-hiding 
dress) and hjab (head cover). On top of it all, 
I was nervous about being the only special- 
education volunteer in this year’s Peace Corps 
program, which meant there were no other 
volunteers in my field with whom I could 
share and process difficult experiences. As it 
turned out, my planned two-year stay was cut 
short by security concerns. Just three and a 
half months after my arrival, Lawrence Foley, 
a diplomat from the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) in Jor- 
dan, was assassinated. One month later, the 
Peace Corps ended our programs. 

What follows are portions of journal entries 
which, as e-mails, I sent home to friends 

and family from the time I arrived in Jor- 
dan until my rushed return to the United 
States. 


Sunday, July 28, 2002 

In Al Hiyad, where my homestay family 
lives, | wait for the bus to Madaba, where my 
language and culture classes take place. Curi- 
ous neighbors listen for the crunching gravel 
of someone walking by, run out to greet me, 
and test my Arabic skills. | know I am being 
watched by the trucks full of shebab (young 
men) rolling by — their lustful wide eyes fas- 
cinated by my light skin and uncovered hair. 
Eyes on the ground and pushing rocks 
around, I am also conscious of the staring 
group of older men hanging out at the nearby 
doucan (shop). Finally, the bus arrives, and | 
get on, relieved. But a man chooses to sit next 
to me, something he would not do with a Jor- 
danian woman. In fact, he would probably be 
kicked off the bus for doing so. I squeeze 
against the window and put my feet on the 
wheel well in order to avoid touching him. But 
he spreads his legs and arms wider to test me. 
Trying to start a conversation, he brushes his 
arm against mine and continues staring at the 
American girl who won’t answer his ques- 
tions. Without looking around, I already 
know that I am the only bareheaded woman 
on this bus, and it makes me wonder if it’s not 
such a bad idea to throw a scarf on in public. 
Through just this simple contact with a man 
(something completely normal in the States), 
I can understand why some women decide to 
cover for reasons beyond Islam. | try to con- 
centrate on the gypsy tents in the fields we 
pass. Are they traditional Bedouin tents, or do 
they belong to Palestinian refugees? The af- 
ternoon call to prayer resonates through the 
bus windows as | quietly tell the man next to 
me to give me some space. 








JORDANIAN LANDSCAPE: the author frequently hiked in the Wadi Al-Zerga (Blue 
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Canyon), just a 30 minutes’ walk from her home. 


Friday, August 23, 2002 

A distant cousin of my: homestay family 
drives a taxi. Every Friday for the past three 
weeks, he has driven by my home to convince 
another volunteer and me to take a trip to the 
Dead Sea with him. Finally, we consent, as 


long as the entire family of five comes with us. 


So the eight of us squeeze into his self-owned 
taxi, and we head off. The family assumes | 
like Céline Dion (which I don’t and don’t 
have the heart to tell them). So we are listen- 
ing to the tape for the third time. Though our 
destination is only 30 kilometers away from 
home, the drive takes two hours, thanks to a 
winding route through the canyon and eight 
stops (not all of them necessary) for picnic 
supplies. In deference to my Muslim family, 
I’ve covered my wrists and ankles. And this is 
how I jump into the surprisingly thick and 
oily water: nearly fully covered. My body is 
aching from the high percentage of salt in the 
water, which seems to dry out my skin even 
as I soak in it. But I convince myself that any- 
thing is a relief from the scorching Jordanian 
sun. I drift out to the middle of the Dead Sea, 
literally, much farther than the local swim- 
mers. A family member bobs over to lure me 
in. | can easily see the shore on the other side, 
and am too close to Israel for their comfort. 
In the distance, I see my entire Jordanian 
family rubbing thick gray clay all over their 
bodies, and decide it is time to come in when 
the nine-year-old son begins to wash off his 
clay-covered face with the salty water. 

After the Dead Sea, we go on a search for 
maya hilu (fresh water) and find a serene, 
secluded spot where water flows over a con- 
crete bridge, making natural slides onto soft 
green moss. The mother, who has refused 
even to lift her jelbab and take a dip in the 
Dead Sea, begins sliding repeatedly down 
the freshwater chute, miraculously keeping 
her jelbab and hjab intact. The sun begins to 
set, and we make a roadside stop for sugary, 
boiling shai (tea) in thin plastic cups. After 
the cousin hastily jumps out of the car and 
picks a bundle of fragrant pink flowers for 
me, the car nearly drives, unattended, into 
the Dead Sea. He catches the car, we recu- 
perate, and set up a beautiful picnic dinner 
on a cliff side: whole cucumbers, pita bread, 
yogurt, and Coca-Cola. The day ends with 
the car door propped open and Arabic pop 
music playing on the radio. 


Saturday, October 19, 2002 

As part of my training, I visit special-edu- 
cation centers in Jordan. One consists of two 
rooms filled with men over 40, all with evi- 


dence of physical and emotional abuse. Their 
heads are scarred from falls, beatings, and 
razor slashes. They leave their assigned beds 
or chairs only to eat and return to their mind- 
numbing television, cigarettes, and medica- 
tion. Another government center, where | 
complete my two-week training practicum, 
drugs the physically and mentally disabled 
children before untrained staff tie them into 
wooden towers for behavioral problems 
(namely, trying to explore, get into things, 
and be & kid). Six-year-old Muhammad cries 
with his hands roped under his “activity tray.” 
All it takes is for someone to smile and touch 
his hands to dry his tears. Every chance | get, 
I untie him and watch him try to move 
around the room, forcing his atrophied leg 
muscles to work again. If I leave him alone, 
I'll come back to find him tied up again, fac- 
ing a wall and crying — which of course 
sends me home crying. 

My permanent center is somehow better 
than this, because Peace Corps tries to make 
sure that assignments are bearable for two 
years. It has 110 adults (men and women 
with developmental disabilities) who eat, 
sleep, stare, fight, cry, and watch television ... 
while the staff sits, sleeps, stares, drinks shai, 
and smokes cigarettes. There is physical 
abuse here too, but only when I am not 
around, because the staff knows I don’t ap- 
prove of it. Unfortunately, that doesn’t mean | 
don’t see the bruises and hear the complaints 
from students. The only stimulation they get 
is from the art projects we are working on. 





ROADSIDE ENTERTAINMENT: 
during the trip to the Dead Sea, the 
author's Jordanian “family” arranged for 
a camel ride for one dinar, or about 
$1.30. 












Hussaam runs up to me clapping his hands 
quickly, renames me, and yells “Aniisa, Aniisa! 
Sabah al’khair, Aniisa!” (Aniisa, Aniisa! Good 
morning, Aniisa!) Students come up to the art 
room all day, each one always with something 
to ask of me. One wants to look at my ring. 
Another wants a magazine. Another wants to 
draw. And another wants to know when he 
can visit my house. They all tell me that they 
are fasting for Ramadan. 


Monday, October 28, 2002 

Lawrence Foley was assassinated outside of 
his home at 7:30 this morning. His wife 
works with Peace Corps as our psychologist. 
Peace Corps volunteers know only what the 
press regurgitates, but we should be informed 
of more by Tuesday afternoon. This assassi- 
nation has followed a supposedly unrelated 
September 27 warning that Al Qaeda opera- 
tives are planning to kidnap Americans in Jor- 
dan (learned this summer through intercepted 
materials, which Peace Corps is not allowed 
to tell us anything more about). We are not on 
“standfast” orders (to stay in our homes or 
with a neighbor we trust), but we are asked to 
be alert, to stay aware of our surroundings, 
and to change our schedules daily if possible. 
I have had no personal threats. 


Wednesday, October 30, 2002 

People have been apologizing for the past 
two days. My neighbors are disappointed and 
saddened, most especially because of the neg- 
ative effects that the assassination will have on 
Jordan — mainly on the tourist industry and 
Foley’s USAID projects. There is hardly any 
news coverage of his death or how Jordanian 
police are handling it. Body guards are pro- 
tecting US diplomats and American Peace 
Corps staff 24 hours a day, and I now have to 
ask permission for volunteers from other 
areas to stay with me in Kerak for the upcom- 
ing weekend. My request is approved, and the 
Peace Corps arranges for local policemen to 
sit outside my house all night. 

One of my friends left Jordan on Monday, 
after Foley was gunned down, and she called 
me from the Peace Corps office after over- 
hearing our director talk of evacuation plans. 
In my mailbox, she leaves me a protection 
cord blessed by the Dalai Lama. Foley was 
close to Peace Corps staff, and most of them 
live near his house in the expatriate communi- 
ty of the capital, Amman. The risk is much 
higher for official Peace Corps staff than it is 
for the lonesome volunteers out in the middle 
of nowhere. 


Thursday, November 14, 2002 

Nothing more has been said about evacua- 
tion since Foley’s death, so we figure that 
things have finally calmed down. We all as- 
sume the killing was an insolated incident, 
and not something that warrants closing all 
programs and uprooting 35 volunteers. 

Still, due to a combination of the added se- 
curity for US personnel in Amman and the 
nearby unrest in Ma’an, Peace Corps is con- 
cerned about a gap in our local security 
forces. In Ma’an, located about an hour and 
a half south of me, military and police forces 
are searching for people who might be re- 
sponsible for Foley’s murder. Peace Corps 
does not have volunteers in the town because 
for a long time it has been an Islamic mili- 
tants’ stronghold. Roadblocks were set up 
around Ma’an, and all the local telephone 
lines were cut to prevent possible communi- 
cation among members of the militant group. 
So far, five people have been killed in street 
riots there, including two of the local Kerak 
policemen sent to help. The Jordanian mili- 
tary has detained at least 50 suspects and un- 
covered rocket launchers, among other 
weapons. We are all fine and feel safe in our 
small communities, but I am beginning to 
understand why Peace Corps officials in 
Washington are concerned. 

Since the September 27 kidnapping 
warning, I have had to call an on-duty Peace 
Corps officer on my security-assigned cell 
phone every time I leave my site overnight. 
It’s not the normal Peace Corps experience 
by any means. With Palestine’s struggle for 
land, Lebanon’s struggle for water, and UN 
sanctions in Iraq, things are already bad 
enough in this region. During every bus 
ride, | hear the news proclaim: “Bush,” 











“Amriikiia” (America), and “har’b” (war), 
and wonder whether or not I should shrink 
down in my seat. 


Friday, November 22, 2002 

* The Jordanian military still has not found 
the people responsible for Foley’s assassina- 
tion. Over the past few weeks, American fast- 
food-chain restaurants in Lebanon have been 
blown up. Two marines in Kuwait were shot 
and wounded yesterday. An American mis- 
sionary in Southern Lebanon was shot in the 
head yesterday at her workplace. She had 
been there for a year and a half. 

Peace Corps has decided to evacuate all 
volunteers, and | am packing my bags. Jihad, 
my neighbor upstairs, has offered to help. 
She consoles me and gives me her husband's 
prayer beads to keep me safe. | am in a mad 
rush, making piles of things for Peace Corps, 
my neighbors, and my students. My site mate 
is on vacation, so I have to do the same thing 
at her house as well, packing bags in her ab- 
sence and guessing what she would want to 
take or discard. At four in the morning, | 
hear the daylight call to prayer and breakfast 
before the daylong Ramadan fast begins. | 
have six more hours to pack and say good- 
bye to everyone. 


Saturday, November 23, 2002 


| am in a rented Mercedes with two fellow 
volunteers and everything we own. We can 
take only two bags each. Staring out the 
window, I can hardly*believe what is happen- 
ing. There is complete silence as we speed by 
the desert landscape. The only things that 
run through my head are the hasty way vol- 
unteers were forced to say good-bye to 
everyone we lived and worked with (we had 
15 hours to pack up and say good-bye), 
every project we began and didn’t get to fin- 
ish, and all the disabled students at my cen- 
ter who will never understand that I did not 
want to leave them. 

My forehead resting on the window glass, 
I try to concentrate on the paper-thin moon 
following me out of Kerak and the mysteri- 
ous black cloud resting next to it. A moving 
figure in blue holds a child’s hand; they’re 
looking toward bundles of Bedouin tents set- 
tled in a sea of sand. Scenery changes so 
quickly here, from the smallest concrete 
home on a hill of dust to rows of olive trees 
surrounding a grandiose mansion. Should | 
absorb everything I can, watching each object 
that passes by the car window, since it’s 
probably the last time I will ever see it? Or 
should I close my eyes, pretend this isn’t real, 
and try to focus on still being in Jordan? 

Another call to prayer, the second of five 
every day, yanks me back jnto the unfortu- 
nate reality of my quickly fading time in Jor- 
dan. I stop at the petrol station to fill up the 
Mercedes, and, feeling sick, I run in to find 
the porcelain hole in the ground. The man in 
charge of the shop is kneeling down in 
prayer, so I slip back out and again try to 
come to terms with the shock of my depar- 
ture. The saddest part of all this is leaving the 
people who need Peace Corps the most: the 
disabled population of Jordan. Seeing these 
centers firsthand, and knowing that the peo- 
ple served there are the luckiest 10 percent of 
all disabled Jordanians — it blows my mind. 
They don’t look lucky to me. 

I’m driving now, and I take a wrong turn, 
heading us toward Saudi Arabia. Our jour- 
ney is weirdly reminiscent of a post-high- 
school road trip, except that I am not com- 
ing back. I am going to the States, my 
home, but it’s a place from which I now feel 
somewhat separated. Neighbors don’t know 
each other, people don’t appreciate an un- 
expected visit, and you don’t wait for a wel- 
coming cup of shai or thick and bitter Ara- 
bic coffee or a piece of freshly made cake. 

‘ The blur continues as I am put on a plane, 
land in Paris, get on another plane, and 
reach America. 


Monday, November 25, 2002 
Right now I am watching the sunrise from 
a luxurious hotel room in Washington, DC, 
thinking about what time it is in Jordan — 
1:45 p.m. I would be getting out of work 
right now. I would be washing paint brushes, 
scrubbing scabies germs off my body, head- 
ing home to cook and eat secretly during the 








DESERTED STREETS: during the high 
heat of the day, most Jordanians keep cool 
inside their concrete homes. 


Ramadan fasting hours, and get some time 
away from the shebab that surround me at 
work, on the bus, and at the souk (market). | 
have not had one night’s sleep since Friday, 
when I got the “pack your bags” call. That 
was three days ago. I am still waiting for this 
bad dream to end, placing me back in my 
house on top of the hill, across from 60 
chickens that eat my leftovers. However, the 
sun is still rising, and I think I have already 
woken up. 

Now what? seems like an appropriate 
question, but I am still working on the idea 
that I exist in Kerak, not Boston (where | 
went to school), or my home town of Hous 
ton. And now what? mostly pertains to the 
next minute and hour, not next month, next 
week, or even tomorrow. Suddenly | can 
drink from the tap again, afford to call my 
family (although now I have a new family in 
Jordan, and calling them racks up my tele- 
phone bill), and have the luxury of being in a 
place where everyone speaks my language. 
But I will not have the pleasure of seeing the 
buses and taxis decorated inside like a holli- 
day party, with plastic plants, tassels, cur- 
tains, photographs, and hanging CDs. | will 
not work in a place where there is no doubt 
in my mind that the students need me. A 
vegetarian, | will not smile secretly and self- 
ishly at the luck of being able to buy tofu at 
the shop by my house that caters to the Chi- 
nese sweatshop laborers down the street 
(tofu is otherwise available only at the Safe- 
way in the capital of Amman, two and a half 
hours away). And I will not be thinking and 
dreaming in Arabic for very much longer. | 
have not yet decided if it is good to be 
“home,” but here I am. 


Sunday, December 15, 2002 


I have been back in the States for almost 
three weeks now, and have just received an 
e-mail from a friend in Jordan with the news 
that Jordanian officials have captured the 
men believed to be responsible for Foley’s 
murder. Apparently the Jordanian military 
and police have known about the two Al 
Qaeda members since December 3. I am try- 
ing to piece together the reasons why we 
were evacuated so suddenly, and wondering 
if this has more to do with it than a potential 
war. It’s possible that the US embassy, aware 
that the assassins’ capture was imminent, 
was concerned about problems arising be- 
cause of the arrests. 

The great sadness of this whole situation 
is that just because two cultures and reli- 
gions simply cannot accept each other as 
equal but different, cannot live in the same 
huge world without interfering with one an- 
other, hundreds of people — neighbors, co- 
workers, students, volunteers, and friends 
— have been affected by this drastic meas- 
ure to evacuate. Part of why Peace Corps 
was started in Jordan in 1996 was to show 
Americans and other Westerners that Jordan 
is a safe and modern Muslim country. It’s 
hard to accept that a handful of angry peo- 
ple in Jordan are making this statement un- 
true, because as volunteers with lives, jobs, 
and friends there, we definitely did feel safe. 
Just as much as we do here. ¥ 


Jennifer L. Warren can be reached at 
jenn_lw2@yahoo.com 
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Jano Rosebiani ~ tragi Kurdistan 










8:00 p.m. 
Seven Days in TeHrRan 
Reza Khatibi - France/iran 














1:00 p.m. 
Tue Pinocner Case 
Patricio Guzman ~ 
Belgium/Chile/France/Spain 


3:15 p.m. 
RaNna’s WEDDING 
Hany Abu-Assad — Palestine 




































RENTALS/REAL ESTATE ...Pg. 30 
Apartments/Condos/Lofts 

Commercial ¢ Condos/Homes for Sale 
House Rentals ¢ Live/Work 

Rentals Wanted 

Sublets * Miscellaneous 


Automobiles ¢ Motorcycles/ Scooters 
Trucks/Vans/SUV's * Miscellaneous 


BUY, SELL, TRADE Pg. 31 
Appliances * Auctions * Bicycles 
Clothing * Collectibles ¢ Computers 
Exercise Equipment ¢ Furniture 
Garage/Yard Sales * Jewelery 

Lost & Found ¢ Moving & Storage 
Parking Spaces ¢ Pets & Supplies 
Records/CDs/Tapes ¢ Tickets 

Video * Wanted to Buy ¢ Miscellaneous 


Activism * Administrative 

Business Opportunity * Career Services 
Domestic Entertainment 

General Healthcare/Social Services 
Hotel/Restaurant/Club ¢ Internships 
Medical Research * Non Profit 

Part Time ¢ Professional 

Retail Sales/Customer Service _ 

Salon ¢ Miscellaneous 


MUSIC & SHOWBIZ Pg. 33 
Acting Classes & W orkshops 

Acts for Hire/Entertainers 

Auditions * Comedy ¢ Gigs 

Modeling * Music Equipment for Rent 

Music Equipment for Sale 

Musical Instruction * Musical Services 

Publicity Services ¢ Recording Studios 

Rehersal Space ¢ Miscellaneous 


MIND, BODY, SPIRIT Pg. 34 
Astrology * Body Art 
Certified/Liscensed Massage 

Classes & Workshops 
Counseling/Support Groups 

Feng Shui ¢ Health/Fitness/Nutrition 
Hypnotherapy * Massage Schools 
Meditation ¢ Psychics ¢ Reiki 

Yoga Studios ¢ Miscellaneous 


SERVICES 

Accounting/ Tax Services ¢ Adoption 
Computer/Internet Services 
Credit/Financial Services 

Dating Services ¢ Internet Services 
Legal Notices ¢ Legal Services 
Message/Voice Services 


MARQUEE PAGE 


ADVERTISING INFO: 
617-859-3300 
617-425-2670 
classifieds@phx.com 
Monday-Friday 9am-6pm 


126 Brookline Avenue 
Boston, MA 02215 


DEADLINES Tuesday by 12:00pm 


Classified Advertising Policies: The Boston Phoenix 
reserves the right to reject or edit any advertisement. 
The forwarding of an ad is construed as acceptance of all 
rates and conditions under which advertising space is at 
the time sold by the Phoenix. The Boston Phoenix 
reserves the right to revise copy contain objectionable 
words or phrases: to reject in its sole discretion, any 
advertisement on account of its text or illustrations, to 


be issued for ads cancelled before 12 noon on Mondays. 
ae aa caettie fomie feed ds 
guaranteed advertisements. Purchase a guaranteed gig 
advertisement for one week in advance and we will keep 
running the same ad for up to 1 year from the original 
date of insertion. You must call 617-859-3300 every 
four weeks to renew your ad. Absolutely no changes are 
allowed to a guaranteed ad. The Boston Phoenix 
accepts no liability for its for any reason to print 
an advertisement and shall be under no liability whatso- 
ever for any error for which it may be responsible 
beyond liability to give the advertiser credit for so much 
of the linage age occupied by the advertisement as is 
materially affected by the error provided that the 
Phoenix is notified by the advertiser of such error in an 
advertisement within seven days of publication. 
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Museum Way 
Cambridge, MA 0214] 


Directly between the new 
Leonard Zakim Bridge and 


the Museum of Science 


If you live at Museum Towers 
you're a 5 minute walk to a 


Celtics home game! 


-945-6866 


MUSEUM TOWERS 


® THE ULTIMATE ADDRESS =s 


Amenit les at Museu rt) OWwers: 
Spectacular views of Boston and Beyond 
24-Hour Lobby Concierge 
24-Hour on-site Valet Parking Service 
Less than a five minute walk to Science Park Train Station on the Green Line 
Complimentary shuttle service to MBTA Kendall & North Stations 
On-Site Health Club with Olympic-length lap pool 
Great room for meetings, conferences or functions 
Common area washer/dryer (for oversized loads) 
Secured card-access to building 
Bike Storage Rooms 


3 High-speed elevators in each tower 


Our Apartments are Appointed with: 


Washer & Dryer in EVERY apartment 
Wall to wall carpeting 
Fully applianced kitchens including built-in microwave ovens 
Balconies available on most apartments 
Oversized windows allowing natural light throughout the apartment 
Vertical blinds on all windows and sliding glass doors (if applicable) 
Raised panel doors throughout each apartment with polished brass hardware 
4 High-speed tel/comm lines per unit (offering telephone & broadband Internet service) 
Broadband cable-ready outlet (offering AT&T Road Runner) 


Individually-controlled (by resident) heat & air conditioning year round 


Rent The Apartment... Own The Ctty.. 


Velcome Home: 


Rent an 
apartment at 
Museum Towers 
and we will stock 


ella refrigerator! 


UP TO 
$300.00 


If you reter a friend or 
colleague to live at 
Museum Towers you 


will recely ars | 


$600.00 


Resident Referral 
Brelshticmolcertticmeltts 
residents are’our 
most valuable asset!!! 


Some restrictions 


apply 
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www.bostonphoenix.com/apartmentshowcase 


MALDEN GARDENS/PLEASANT PLAZA 
520 Main St. * Maiden, MA 02148 


FEATURES: 
¢ Heat, hot water & central A/C included 
¢ Indoor pool for year-round swimming 
¢ Men's & Women's sauna 
. 3alconies 
Exercise room 
Laundry room on every floor 
¢ Community Room 
Underground parking available 
¢ On-site maintenance & office 


FLOOR PLANS: 1 & 2 Bedroom 
LEASE TERM: One year 


DIRECTIONS: From Rte. 93, t c S< 
Rte. 60 East to Malden Center. Maiden 
Gardens & Pleasant Plaza are located at the 
corner of Main St. and Florence St 


CALL FOR PRICES AND Past 
781-322-0580 or 781-397-75 


OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 8-4 
MANAGED BY: 


Cornerstone Corporation 





BHEDR THe DUTT 


- 20 Minutes From Boston! | 


3 Bedroom House For Rent In Duxbury 
8 Rooms, 1.5 Baths, 2 Car Garage 


ONLY $1800 


_SAT-SS2-Sh 14 


Dorchester 


Beautiful newly renovated 2BR/1BA apt 


Hdwd Floors, storage. Front & Back porches. 


yard, EZ parking, Nr 'T/bus. 
Wail 1/1. $1200 


617-592-8198 





MOTOR BUY, SELL, TRADE 





AUTOMOBILES 


1979 Jaguar XJS - 43k 





PS/PB ertible ft top, 4x4. meet 
( E ¢ & Islands vehicle require 
eautifu y nents for resp bI€ ff a0 
: V 169-4149 bette 
ar tect ' 30409 @ yahoo.con 
M 
785% SEEMS 
f 





BUY/SELL/ 
TRADE 






poset | 











Place a 
ForSale 
Classified ad tor 


BUY/SELL/ 










TRADE SPECIAL 
wy, sel, or trade for only $22 


REE 
Call 617-450-8753 


ERED LAL EIS 
COLLECTIBLES 








NO FEE! 


APARTMENTS 
PETS OK 


Boston — 2 bedrooms @ $1400/month 
Riverway apartments. Near Brookline 


village, Longwood medical and 
Longwood T stops. Heat & Hot water 
included, Hardwood floors, 


high ceilings, roof-deck 


CALL RUSS AT 


617-799-5158 


OR THE STAFF AT 


617-547-0026 


investmentslimited@hotmail.com 





+ ve ullor,. iV 


CAKE SUNAPEIE AREA 





( vith 2 Rumft lac I 
N I id miles f New! 
Hart les trom (¢ ry Club of NH. f 1844 
Asa Pag ise has beer wly re 
+BR. IBA, wood floors, fresh lands aping 


Only $186,000. 
Call Christian ac 603-491-3244 
- ' 








Comic Books Wanted 


REEDS ie RR 
WANTED TO BUY 


Comic Books Wanted 








MISCELLANEOUS 
JEWELRY Og henry 


ent, insignia, n 


INDIAN SUN GALLERY sold. bought. traded. Gl J 
Native Americar senuine rplu 











196 Ferr t 


ry Pottery Art Ring & Computer for 
t ree US Shipping ale 

www.indiansun.net ; 14 carrot yellow gold, say 

de #BP for 10% Off 


Steel Bldgs 70% Yr End 
Books For Seale Blowout! 





A ARR A 
APTS/CONDOS/ 


LOFTS 


“FREE RENT™ 
PETS OK! 





has t 


617-945-6866 
SOMERVILLE 


ROOMMATES 


ROOMS 
ae 





“SUBURBAN VIC- 
TORIAN 


_ ALLSTON 


1. Kate 8 44 


ALLSTON 


ALLSTON 


BRIGHTON 
BROOKLINE 


BROOKLINE 


CAMBRIDGE 


_ DORCHESTER 


East Boston 


kit/Bd/LF 


HARVARD SQ 


PAM NEVER EVER 
EVER HOME! 
10 
aay/gay frend 


JAMAICA PLAIN 





RENTALS/REAL ESTATE 
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BOSTON MISSION HILL Dorchester/S.Boston 

HAM R BRIGHAM CIRCLE - ger ecor th dain 
DORCHESTER nA MAHANT RACIAL Nb te Rc 
cout New one 20Rten Seen ene HOUSE RENTALS 
SOMERVILLE = 27°. ful bah, conta a 

FENWAY " distance ptrrcaych tane.stliebtoca 

sq COMMERCIAL 





WOBURN 1870 Brick Mill For Sale 


JAMAICA PLAIN 





JAMAICA PLAIN SOMERVILLE 
SOMERVILLE | 
JAMAICA PLAIN 8 min to sul 
3 SOMERVILLE 
JAMAICA PLAIN po | 
SOMERVILLE 
JAMAICA PLAIN 


WALTHAM 
JP POND SIDE 
MALDEN ~ 


MARLBORO 


Newton 
MISSION HILL 


NORTH END 


MISSION HILL 
BRIGHAM CIRCLE 


SOMERVILLE 


SOMERVILLE SOMERVILLE 


_ SOMERVILLE 


SOMERVILLE | 


SOMERVILLE | 


all ut 


SOMERVILLE 


SOMERVILLE hsemat WEST NEWTON 





617 859-3310 
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JOBS 


CITY JOBS 


(fer) Colaw\e-r-)) 


Now Hiring 
No Experience 


617-976-2626 


VL Salo] tl ey a Meet: \'2-)| 


Models 


for Liquor Promotions 


Models needed to promote national liquor brands 
at Liquor stores in the Boston area. Candidates 

must be 21 or older and physically fit with clean, 
neat appearance. Position requires an outgoing 
personality with strong verbal and people skills. 
Must have reliable transportation and the ability 

to be punctual. Face to face promotional 
experience preferred. No candidates will be 
considered without comp card or resent photo 
with resume and references attached. 


Email: Chris 


mspromotions.com or 


call between | | am - 5pm (Eastern) 410-825-8500 





isis 


OPPORTUNITY 


“SFr PHE GROUND! 


Get Your classified ad printed in 
more than 100 alternative 





papers like this one for just 
$(Price too low to print!). Reach 
T > than 15 million young 
active adventurou reader 
veekly. Call Jonathan for inf 
859-3384 or email 
jristeen @ phx.com 

There is no better time 

than now! 

In Debt? 
Good or bad credit. Bankruptcy 
welcome. No up front fees. Call 
toll free: 1-800-262-019 





$1,500 a month 
PT ser lama 


Work In Home Internationa 
mpany needs Supervisors & 
Assistants. Training. Free book 
let: 888-233 
244/EzFreedom.Here.cor 


$1500 a month PT- 
$4500-$7200 FT 
rk in home international corr 
pany needs supervisor anne 
assistants. Trainir 
t. 888-393-7036 





Free book 
bethebossbe 


free. con 





ARTIST’S MODEL. Need 
female models for lifte-drawing in 

vate studio. No exp. reqd 
$60/3hr. Brief interview reqd 
617-787-0851 www.hamed.info 


Arts Fundraising and 
Sales 


Raise funds & sell season sub 
scriptions over the phone for 
The Huntington Theatre. Paid 
hourly plus commission & 
bonuses. Evening, day & week 
end hours 
Call 617-266-7900, ext. 


1029 & follow instructions 


Assistant Store 
Manager Wanted. 
The Garment District, an alterna- 
tive clothing store, is looking for 
an Assistant Manager to work in 
u Cambridge, MA location 
Responsibility and management 
experience is required. Clothing 
preferred. The 





experience 
Garment District offers health 
benefits, advancement potential 
and a good 
ment. Please call 
District 200 
Cambridge, MA 02 
876-1122 x 225 


working environ 
The Garment 

Broadway 
139 at (617) 


Attention: Work From 
m 


e 
$500-$2500 per mo PT, $3,000 
$7,000 FT Free booklet 
www. TakeCharge-And-Win.com 
888-707-5164 


ertified Massa 
herapist Ni 
Great pay. 617-821-6889. 


Clerk/Cust Serv 
Bene+Sal to $18/Hr+Pd+Vac Nec 
Exp Nec, Will Train 617-499 
4885 F/T/P/T 


Earn thousands working at 
home. Get started. Send #10 
SASE to PMD Productions, #622 
63 Emerald St. Keene, NH 
03431 


Experienced Female 
meee” Therapists 
anted 


all 617-969-5034 


Licensed Female 
ee Therapists 


anted 
For new massage Clinic. Flexible 
hours, great money. Call for 
immediate interview. 617-594 
6333 


Live Web Cam Models 
( Big potential $$$ 
Located 30 minutes south of 


Boston. 508-331-0315 


MODELS FOR 
LIQUOR 
PROMOTIONS 


Models promote 
national liquor brands at liquor 
Boston area 
Candidates must be 
with a clean 


Position 


an't be shy 


needed to 


stores in the 
21 or older 
and physically fit 
neat appearance 
requires an Outgoing personality 
with strong verbal and people 
skills. Must have reliable trans 
portation and the ability to be 
punctual. Face to face promo 
tional experience preferred. Nec 


candidates will be considered 


without comp card or recent 
photo with resume and refer 
ences attached Email 
Chris@mspromtions.com or call 


between 11am-5pm (Eastern 


410-825-8500 


NEED TO PASSA 
DRUG TEST? 
Pass everytime with 
testclearcom TOLL FREE 866 
837-8253 


P/T Interviewers 

Fun and fast paced. Test pre 
views for new movies at retail 
stores and mails around town 
Must be outgoing and have 
NEAT presentation. $8-$13 per 
hr. some weekends req'd. 61 
338-4986 
foresnst Assistant 
College instructor and musician 
looking for personal assistant to 
work 5-10 hours per week. Work 
is both off and on-site. Or 
ganizational, typing, computer 
skills and dependability a must 
Must have internet access. Will 
ngness to commit for at least a 
year. If you are interested ir 
learning more please send a one 
paragraph “min-biography” of 
yourself. No resumes now! Will 
respond to those bios that catch 
ur eye Email 
sendbiohere @ yahoo.com 


RECORDING ENGINEER: Mu 
sic Producer, Mixer, Protools 
Editor and more No experi 
ence req'd. On the job training in 
local Recording Studios & 
Record Companies. Part time 
Nights, Weekends. Call for 
FREE video 800-295-4433 
www.RecordingConnection.com 
(AAN CAN) 


ALES 


OPPORTUNITIES THAT REAL 
LY MEASURE UP 
LA Weight Loss Centers is look 


ing for dynamic sales and serv 


ice professionals who would like 


to be part of one of the natio 
fastest growing beauty & we 
companions 
SALES MANAGER 
ASSISTANT MANAGERS 
SALES COUNSELORS 


You will thrive in a friendly er 
ronment that encourages per 
sonal achievement reward 
accomplishment and fier 
credible »pportunity for 
advancement. if you are a self 


motivated, enthusiastic individ 


ual with sales experience, take 


the first step towards a reward 
ing career. Earn a competitive 
base + unlimited commissior 
xcellent benefits & paid trair 
ng. Call 1-888-691-667 fax 1 
888-699-0210 or e-mail bostor 
ireers @laweightloss.com EOE 
Sales Person Wanted 
Web experience pref'd, comn 
nm + potential equity situation 
8811. Must be self mot 
ated and extremely profesional 


617-26: 


Seeking Masseuse for 
Healthy Massage 
We are expanding and looking 
for licensed Masseuse in 
Newton. Excellent bene- 
fits. Please call 617-799-4666 


UNIQUE OPP ! 

Energetic Student/Anyone, No 
exp. necessary! Great Pay! To 
assist disabled woman call 
617-731-6228 or 

millerharpo @ aol.com 


WHIPLASH 


Hiring Top 40 DJ. Call Danny 
781-953-7166 


SAU SINT 
PART-TIME 


P/T Marketing Coordi- 
nator 

Work for Naked Juice coord 
nating and doing demos in the 
boston area. 2-4 shifts per week 
$14/hr. If you are self motivated 





and responsible call 781-938 
9200 ask for Doug or email 
resume to: dbinette @ ultimate 


juiceco.corn 


YOUR HELP WANTED 
AD HERE! CALL ROBIN 
617-859-3368 


CAREER 
SERVICES 


FREE TICKETS 


College Grads needed to teach 





english in South Korea. No ext 
nec. Equiv. to $1,500 U.S./m 
free apartment 
questions to 


email re 
tim @ feeteduca 


tion.com 


RSI 
HOTEL/REST./ 
CLUB 


$$Bartend$$ Have fun, make 
money. Up to $300 per shift. No 
experience required. Call 1-800 


806-0083 ext. 203. (AAN CAN 


GIRLS WANTED 
EARN UP TO $800+/wk. Must 
be 18+. Flex hrs/No exp nex 





call Alex 


617-427-6514 
WHIPLASH 


Hiring Top 40 DJ Call Danny 
781-953-7166 


SALON 


Attn: Salons- Seeking experi 
enced hair stylists? Place your 
help wanted ad here and reach 
ver 220,000 readers! Contact 
Robin Laskey at 617-859-3368 
or rlaskey @ phx.com 


WE WANT MINORITY WRIT 

ERS: The Academy for Alter 
native Journalism, supported by 
the alternative papers like this 
one, seeks experienced minority 
journalists & students (college 
seniors and up) for a paid sum 
mer writing program at 
Northwestern University’s Medill 
School of Journalism, Chicago 
The 8 week program (June 23 
August 15, 2003) aims to recruit 
talented minority feature writing 
10 participants will be chosén & 
paid $3000+ housing & travel 
allowances. for info visit the wet 
http://www.medill_nortt 

western.edu/aaj or write for an 
application Academy for 
Alternative Journalism 
Northwestern University, Medill 
School of Journalism, 1845 
Sheridan Road Evanston, IL 
60208. altacademy @northwest- 
ern.edu. Application deadline 
February 7, 2003. (AAN 
CAN) 








site @ 





ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

The Boston Phoenix, Providence Phoenix and Portland Phoenix have exciting opportunities available for dynamic and creative individuals 
with strong presentation and sales skills to join our sales force. To qualify you must have a minimum of 1 year proven track record in out- 
side sales and possess the ability to generate new business. Experience in print sales a plus 


CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

The Boston Phoenix is looking for a sales-oriented team player to join the Classified Display Sales team. The successful candidate will be 
driven to develop new business, achieve assigned sales goals, and prepare and execute a comprehensive sales plan. Ideal candidate 
would have at least one year of outside sales experience. Media sales a plus but not necessary, will train the right person. In addition to 


excellent income and professional growth opportunities, we also offer a comprehensive benefits package 


CLASSIFIED LINES ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

The successful candidate will be highly organized, show good analytical skills, and have strong inside sales experience. Responsiblities 
will include selling classified advertising, sales routine: 70% outbound calling and 30% inbound calls. In addition to excellent growth 
opportunities, this position offers a salary and commission program, plus a comprehensive benefits package 


Fax, mail or email resume with salary requirement to 
Human Resources 

126 Brookline Avenue 

Boston, MA 02215 

Fax: (617) 425-2615 

jobs@phx.com  eoe 





PRE-PRESS OPERATOR 

Mass Web Printing, a rapidly growing high quality commercial web printer, has an exciting Pre-Press opportunity. Qualified applicants 
must have Digital imposition, scanning, and Adobe Acrobat experience. Some 4/color stripping, platemaking, QuarkXpress, Pagemaker, 
PhotoShop needed. Hours 11pm-7am. Competitive compensation and benefits package available. 


Please fax resumes to: 
508-832-9891, 

Email to jobs@phx.com 
or apply in person: 
Mass Web Printing Co. 
314 Washington St. 
Auburn, MA 01501 
508-832-5317 eoe 





STUFF 


enight 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

Account Executive We have an exciting opportunity available for a dynamic and creative individual with strong presentation and sales 
skills to join our sales force. To qualify you must have a minimum of 1 year proven track record in outside sales and possess the ability 
to generate new business. Experience in print sales a plus 


Fax, mail or email resume with salary requirement to: 
Human Resources 

126 Brookline Avenue 

Boston, MA 02215 

Fax: (617) 425-2615 

jobs@phx.com _eoe 


F ' e# H 


CALL CENTER REP 
Immediate openings in our fast-paced call center for full-time and part-time customer service reps to assist customers placing person- 
al ads in newspapers nation wide. Previous call center or customer service experience a preferred. Bilingual Spanish skill a plus. 





Fax, mail or email resume with salary requirement to: 
Human Resources 

126 Brookline Avenue 

Boston, MA 02215 

Fax: (617) 425-2615 

jobs@phx.com eoe 













Nx 


[Rao NE TWORK 

















FNX ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
(101.7 BOSTON AREA, 92.1 PORTLAND AREA, 103.7 PROVIDENCE AREA) 

FNX is THE Alternative in New England, and if you share that kind of attitude, you might be right for us. We're looking for energetic and 
enthusiastic individuals who walk our walk and talk our talk. If you think you have the right stuff, let us know. A minimum of 1 year sales 
experience and ability to generate new business a must. Experience in media sales a plus. 

























PART TIME EVENT COORDINATORS (BOSTON, PORTLAND & PROVIDENCE AREAS) 

The FNX Radio Network, is looking for dependable and enthusiastic part-time van drivers/event coordinators to assist the promotions staff 
at evening and weekend events. Responsibilities include execution of on-site promotions, the set-up and break down of technical equip- 
ment and customer relations with venue management with listeners. A clean driving record, a flexible schedule, knowledge of the alter- 
native format and the ability to interact in a professional and friendly manner with others is a must! 



































Fax, mail or email resume with salary requirement to: 
Human Resources 

126 Brookline Avenue 

Boston, MA 02215 

Fax: (617) 425-2615 

jobs@phx.com _eoe 















MUSIC 





AND SHOWBIZ 
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ele 
la wr 3S @ a 
859 h 





! FEMALE VOCALIST ! ! 


act sks freelar 
M A NH 7 Must 
a & Dand exp. 6035 


! TENOR SAX WNTD | ! 
1B Dar ce act MAR NH 


Must have car & band 


1Gur/Drme/Bee oks vox! 
reatin y 
SK ‘Wik Je range 
617.335.3644 


Ther ‘ ct } a 2 
anteed gig. UNLES 
r J a a 
RE 
Cail the 


Phoenix Classifieds 
for more details 


617-859-3300 


"SEX" 


4 Preformed BAN 
ae Talented Females 


Ca 
Randolr 


60's Band Sks Gtr... 


8 Mile 


All Musicians Referral 


Attention 


Attention: Former 
Marines 


Attn: Singers 


Bass & Drums Needed 
E stat e 


5] 


Radiohead, Mitche sabrie 


tc work with player eeded wt 
know a r @ 
ots Y R&E 
Pract N ) . 
, all Jeff 





Thanasis 617-325-6008 


Bass Available 
Gigs, session and tours. Electri 
and upright. All Styles, pro gear 
Serious inquires only. 617-285 
1933 


BASS AVAILABLE 
GB lassic to modern rock 
swing, soul/Motown and more 
0king to joir 
and only 


with strong vocals k 
established working ¢ 





Very pro and very many year 
experience yutheastern MA 
area. Jeff, 508-586-7 

Bass Needed 
Riverside Train seeks m 
mitted bas: Or Steac 
gigs futur 








srmanagement @ aol corr 
617-598-1046x2397 











Bass Player w/ Ld. Vox 


BASS PLAYER 


Bass Player Wanted 


a ba player. We play 


Harvey 


BASS PLAYER NEED- 
ED 


Bass Wanted 


Have gigs. de we don't 


Bass/Keys/2nd Gtr 


BASS/VOCALS 


Bassist Needed 


BASSIST NEEDED 


Matt 
Ma 


pocctet needed 


For or rock-reggae 
band. National tour” wf 


represantation. Email 
zoxband@ hotmail.com 
or www.zoxband.com 


Bassist Wanted 


Bassit Needed 


Bassplayer needed 


Black Sabbath Tribute 


Blues Players 


BOB WEIR TRIBUTE 
Band for } Ele t 


Creny Wain 6 is yl 


tarist. Ser professiona 


Drum & Bass WTD 


ne ' k/metal band 
Tool, incubus, Deftone: 
3-0048 


Drummer & Sound 
Engineer looking for 
Geewess & a od 


rm Jaz 







and can app 
are interested in pla 
would be 


a part-time g 





r jam/re 5 
to Studio with 
together Plar 












Drummer Available 


Have 


Drummer Available 


Many vea 


DRUMMER NEEDED 


yNewRock PunkBand 
Ra K WN 
DRUMMER ! 
aT KN HT 3A) 
t & ROCK 
& PF T 
Et 3-€ 66 
Kh 47 


Drummer Seeks... 


DRUMMER SEEKS 


BE 


DRUMMER SEEKING 
BAND 


Brock 


DRUMMER SKS 


Drummer Skng Work 


DRUMMER WANTED 


4 


DRUMMER WANTED 


Drummer Wanted 


Drummer Wanted 


Drummer Wntd (M or F) 


Drums,Bass,& 2nd Gtr 


DYNAMIC FEM SINGER 


ELECTRIC BASS 


Elvis Costello 





rt a and t 5] 
RP Blu 
R 
; 148 
F Vox wntd 
( vox wanted for Doo: 
A. 4 Mu 
motonous at times and cree Dy 
as hel Transportatior a must 
Please call for detail 81-64 


seeks established band for 








Fem Vox Wanted 


FEMALE PRODUCERS 


FEMALE SINGER 





Female vocalist 


Female Vocalist Wntd 


Find Jobs 
bFind Players 


a 


Flute/Celio/Clarinet 


Freelance Guitarist 
Frontman & Bass Wntd 


GARAGE ROCK 


Guit &/or Keys w/ vox 


Guitar & Drummer 


Guitar & Keys w/ Vox 


GUITAR W/ VOX SKS: 


Guitarist WTD 


Guitarist Needed 
Funk Kk original band 


back. Gigs & CD. Need rea 


_Gumariet Sought 


} ta t ] 
. 
Guitarist Avi 
t t based professiona 
a ) 
availat or a a 


a WANTED — 
versatile by singer I 
collaborate sadam 





Mi quite. Hav Cl 


GUITARIST/SINGER 


} ongwrite 
Duo. Daghal & Cov Pop & 


SP20@MSN.COM 





GUY WITH DAY JOB... 


Harp Player 


Hillbilly/;Western Swing 


Humor Rock Band 


irish Pub Band 
k f Fiddle Pe 


JAZZ DRUMMER 
Jazz Pianist 


tandard 


Keyboard 


KEYBOARD PLAYER 


Keyboardist Needed 


L,Guit,Bass,Drums Wtd 


L,Guit,Bass,Drums Wtd 


Ld. Guitar, Bass Wtd 


LEAD GTR AVAIL 


LEAD GTR. AVAIL. 


Lead Guitarist Wanted 


Lead Guitarist Wanted 
Pop/Rock Bost band. Must be 


r 3 miact J 


niffO0 @ yaho "7 


Lead cnger tal 


and Ha ert : 
er ay/P t 2 
Replaceme 
M Vox | N in KeyerGun 
band yether 
GBD Fvox reh. wkly 
} Ward 


Mad Man 
Nretched X , 





1. Free space. Call Sean 


Pr 
617-846-5708 


MALE VOCALIST 
sing with funky classic rock 
how band, 5 piece horn sectior 
easoned professionals, great 
rangements 
howband.com ntact 
Godd 


smokeandmir 


Metal Guitarist 





MUSICIANS 


Musicians Wanted 


Nd Guit w/ Voc 


Need Musicians 


and. \V 


No Depression? 


PEACHYKEEN 


Mark 


PERCUSSIONIST 


Piano Player Wanted 


Professional 
Dance/Party/Cover/Sho 
wweaeng Bands 


f and. f 
EMF 
ease 


R&B Motown Male 
Vocalist 


ROCK/POP VOCALIST 


Seeking Bassist 


Serious Opportunity 


Singer Wanted 


Singer Wanted 





SNumh r 
Nimbkar @ yaho 


Singer/Guitarist 
Looking for band or musicians 
GBV, Modest Mot 


NMH. John 617-335-6145 


Singer/Ld Guit Wntd 


Idiot Box seek nger and lead 


jitarist for 
Be ston. See 
boxmusic fi 


ested 








Songwriter’ s Workshop 










is: craft, per € 
que. All style per 
form for a n art 
ace ail Tom 
Steel Drummer 
Available 
Att Al nt/clu 1e 
A atrr 








Talented Male & Female 
Singers Needed 
TOO OLD TO ROCK... 


and Dba 


Tour Bus 


anh 


Vocalist (M) Avi 


WANTED 
CREATIVE DRUMMER. 
ba } experie e, 


ACTING 
CLASSES & 
WORKSHOPS 


ACTING UP! 





THE NEW ACTORS 
WORKSHOP 
SINCE 1956 BOSTON’S 
OLDEST AND BEST 
PRO ACTING SCHOOL! 
617.423.7313 


RE! 617.423.7313 


ARREST MRE 
AUDITIONS 





MOVIE EXTRAS * 


TALENT WANTED 


Ash-sha Entertainment 


& R&B band 
Contact Chaney @ 
617-364-3616 


YOUR AUDITIONS 


EQUIPMENT 
FOR SALE 


Piano - Behr Bros. refurbished 
pright antique piano $400. \ 


yood condition, beautiful 









MUSICAL 
INSTRUCTION 





Drum Set eener 
Berklee graduate r 
All ages/all styles. Ca’ R k 
730-887 





KAREN DEBIASSE 
VOICE LESSONS 


MARY HEALEY 
VOCAL LESSONS 


t 


Saxophone Instruction 


ta 


YOUR MUSIC 
LESSONS AD HERE 


f format 
€ a 
rM 


YOUR VOICE! 


MUSICAL 
SERVICES 


24 Track Analog 
Recording 





Songwriters/Band 
Wanted 


WHIPLASH 


RECORDING 
STUDIOS 





REHEARSAL 
SPACE 


SOUND MUSEUM 


Location, Location... 





617-423-4959 


THE MUSIC 
COMPLEX 


Charlestown, MA 














90 Brighton St 


- FEATURING - 





Special Winter 
Room Sale 
Call Now For 
Special Rates 

1st Month Free 


* CALL NOW * 
617.241.9117 














Hollywood 13000 @ yal 
PORTFOLIOS/HEAD- 
SHOTS 
Mode actors et 


Shore ca 


YOUR MODELING 
AD HERE 
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MIND, 


Moondance Massage 
Now ated Rt € eekonk. MA 


NEED TO PASS 
A DRUG TEST? 
FREE 66-1 % 
PENIS 
ENLARGEMENT vat 


_ Real Martial Arts 


‘Call Ken 781-864- 
9873, 978-556-0611. 


ASTROLOGY 


ASTROLOGERS 
Place your ad here and react 


A POWER MASSAGE* 
y locatior 617-983-0043. 
1 1/2 ty. Friendly | Mas- 
sage $75 
: Bea 


AWESOME MASSAGE 
NORTH OF BOSTON 


Pre es of Everyday Life 
JOY OF LIVING 


ENJOY LIFE 
617-359-2411 


Exotic Massage 
Come in from the cold 
and take a vacation to 
paradise. Enjoy a mas- 
sage from a profession- 

ally trained exotic 
masseuse. Women wel- 
come! Weekdays 9-5. 
617-254-3844 


5 Joy Of Living 3 
Will help you get 
rid of the stress. 

Our highly trained 
therapists will 
massage away your 


) worries. Enjoy Life. 


Latino Masseur p 
nds, $@ 
habia’ espandl. nout. 4 


hands 
pmASSAGE 


Travel NOUT Calter appt after 
11am, ask for Eddie at 781-367-461 


THERAPEUTIC 
MASSAGE 


t. male therapist. $60/hr 
320-9455 www .morganmas 


—— To Men ene nitted 


yerier a pleasurable 


x e assage. Y will be sat 


_Par Excellence! 
Jeff 617-236-7009 
Relaxing & 


Rejuvenating 
rad fel 


61 7-536-4376. 


Self Day Spa 


781-324-3232 


BODY, SPIRIT 


ger Holiday 
eSpecial 


9am to 9pm Mon-Sat 12-6 Sun° 
Credit Cards Shower 
Metro Boston 781-395-1758 


“Bos Massage in Metro-Boston... HANDS DOWN!” 


Matrix Health Massage 


PRE-HOLIDAY SALE 
$10.00 discount for November 
on all massage 


‘@* 


_ @ 


THE DANISH HEALTH CLUB 


Quincy 617-472-2990 
T accessible 
www.matrixhealthmassage.com 


legant Touch’ 


19 Bridge St. + Kittery, ME » 03904 
207.439.7188 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted 


Stress Reduction and 
Management. Inital visit 
$30. Early morning before 
work appts. avi. Special 
rates. If interested call 
Joe. 978-640-9760. 


RETURN TO 
HARMONY 


617-547-6191 


STIMULATING 
FULL BODY MASSAGE 
Mic ae! , 781 ose ne “ 


and men call everyday! Try us 
FREE! 


SERVICES 
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JOIN THE CLUB 


FREE! 


No CATCHES 


LIFETIME 
MEMBERSHIP 


First 10,000 
Accounts FREE! 
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bestiouise @ attbi.corm 


Enter code 2133 
(617) 245-1005 
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sire 187 ToA “888- 272- 
727 REE w Je 6718 
www. interactivemale cor 


PUNT Fun FLINGS! 


i (617) 848 1688 For othe 
644-LOVE FREE 
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GET SEX 
TONIGHT! 


Instant live phone connections 
with Boston singles 24 hrs a day! 
Try us FREE! Enter code 2130 


“"(617)245-1005 


DY TO MEET THE LOVE OF 
YOU LIFE 
1-900-988-3002 ext 2109 


een @r 


NEED TO OAS A DRUG 


TOLL FREE 866-837-8 253 1 
$2.99 per min must be 18 
Women at your 


AMATEUR PHONE ce B88 
SEX 


ter FREE cod 


617-848-1661 


1-888-245-4545 


SERVICES 
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Jal(oyaiare it Riclatediatcve 


Whether you’re looking for friendship, casual fun 
or a relationship, you'll find what you're looking for 
on North America’s first choice for chat and voice 
personals. IT’S ALWAYS FREE FOR WOMEN! 
Local area men and women talk live on Quest’s 
chatline, 24 hours a day. NEW MEMBERS, CALL 
TO RECEIVE A FREE TRIAL MEMBERSHIP. 


why chat anywhere else! 


(617) 395- 9000 
(781) 426-9000 
(401) 223-7070 
(508) 635-9595 


or charge by phone: 
1-900-484-2929 50 min $29/call 


QUEST PERSONALS” 


CALL - CLICK - CONNECT™ 


10 liability when meeting through this 





| Q.P. assumes f service. 18+. FM. 2002 *Certain | restrictions apply. questpersonals 
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to advertise call 


Ever thought of being in a 


Sleep 
Research 


Study? 


The Division of Sleep Medicine at 
Brigham & Women’s Hospital is 
seeking healthy men & women age 
20-50 who are on no medication. 





Spend 73 days living around 
the clock at the Hospital. 


Receive up to $10,600 


rr 73 


Contact Courtney at 6 32-6796 
or Cpearson(@ric steele ian vard.edu 


oN dN hd 
JEWELRY 


~ROCK, HIP-HOP SKULLS, STRAPS, 
RUBBER, BEADS, SHELLS, AND MORE 
HOLIDAY DELIVERY 


TAA Tilt: (-b aa yi 


Check out the best 
local MP3s in Boston. 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 









Come live @ Brigham & Women's 
Hospital for 14 Days/nights while 
taking part in a research study on sleep. 
Live in a time-free environment, ie, 
no clock, window, or phone calls, but 
opportunities to do other activities. 
lf you are 18-30,Healthy & not on meds 
We Want You. 


Earn up to $2,835 


Call K.C. 617-732-4311 or 
light @ rics.bwh.harvard.edu 


























617-S59-3241 


Dermatology Clinical 
Investigations Unit 


Our Unit at Massachusetts General Hospital 
is currently seeking individuals ages 
7-50 years old with Mild to Moderate 


Atopic Dermatitis 
or Eczema 


(affecting at least 5% of the total body surface area) 


To participate in a Clinical Research Trial 
* Investigational Topical Medication Under Study 
* No Charge For Office Visits Or Doctor's Fees 
* 20 Week Study, With Up To 7 Clinical Visits 
* Remuneration Of Up To $125 Will Be Provided 


Please call 617.726.5066 
Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm to inquire 
about our Atopic Dermatitis Study 


To $2,680! Legal Cash Studies. 18+ 
All Welcome. Local/Nat’l Programs. 
lwww.SmokePotGetPaid. com 
24 hr Private Info: Ot7- 499-1970 


Men, 18+ $1,000/wkly « All Races 
"Boston Area Private Info: 617- 499-7760 


[FREE “BlackBook” Offer! | 
www. SafeSexGetPaid.com 
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studving the effects 





\ McLean Hospital research group is 
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of alcohol and other drugs on brain and behavior 






may qualify for this study if vou 
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¢ alcohol regularly 
blo« 


to McLean for 














¢ willing to give xl samples 





¢ Are able come multiple visits (transportation may be provided) 






For more information call 


1-888-999-5655 





Overweight Adults 


Needed for Weight Loss Research Study 


Benefits of this 
study include: 


® Medical evaluation at 
no cost to you 


To be eligible, 
you must be: 


¢ A non-smoking man or 
woman 18-40 years old 


© Overweight e All meals provided 


© Not taking medication 
¢ Opportunity to lose 


10% of your body 
weight 


e Available to come to 
Longwood Medical area 
for lunch M-F 


No drugs or medications will be used in this 
study. This will be an inpatient/outpatient 
study that will be conducted at the 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 


Up to $1,500 will be paid for the 
completion of this study. 


please call (617) 355-22 


research study.” 


For more information 
Refer to the “weight loss 
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heenix Marquee ads 
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Pphx.cor 


Research Participants Needed 


Earn up to $800 






Do you smoke tobacco cigarettes? 


Are you between the ages of 21 and 35? 







Do you drink alcohol? 
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multiple visit study examining the effects of tobacco and other substances. You may be 








cligible for this stuc 





ty if vou answered yes to an 








Please call 617-855-3823 for more information. 









Cab transportation provided for all study visits 


NEED TO PASS 
A DRUG TEST ? 


Pass every time with 
Testclear.com 


Toll free 


866-837-8253 
Tried Cocaine? 


Earn up to $650 





fi McLean Hospital research group is studying the effects of cocaine and other 
drugs on the brain and behavior. You may qualify for this study if you: 


© are a male 21 - 35 years old 
are willing to give blood samples 
© use cocaine occasionally 
© can come to McLean for 5 visits 
(transportation is provided) 


For more information call: 617-855-3823 


PENIS 
ENLARGEMENT PILL 


100% HERBAL. GAIN 1”-3” GUARANTEED. 
TOTALLY CONFIDENTIAL. ONLY $62.90 
CK/MO/CASH/CARDS 
LANSING LABORATORIES 
429 ELMWOOD #2 @ LANSING, MI 48917 
800-369-4699 © 94 HOURS © wwwandroenlarge.com 
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player blows. 
Phoenix 


617- FETT 3300 
Find a band or find @ bandmate. 
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Te WAT LRA, 


BACARD By 





food &drink 


mB DINING OL 
t Balkan 
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1S @ Sipping: Dreaming of 
a White Christmas 
@ Dining Guide: Listings galore 


NEW ENGLAND POP LIFE 


road tripping 


ugh t 

Well, good timing ha 
never been the strong suit of Mindless Self 
Indulgence, the lethally inane p 
glam-metal stars whose major-label debut 
n Girls Will Seem Stra 


Elektra), consisted of 30 brutally offensive 


»tty-humored 


Frankenstei ngely Sexy 


in alphabetical order — think 69 Love 


1s for ADD-afflicted headbanging retards 


with Atom & His Package, the 


MSI are on tour 


keyboard-toting quirk-punk one-man band who 


Attention Blah Blah 
Blah (Hopeless), on which Ato 


is out in support of the new 
m makes like 
Andrew. W.K. and indulges his latent speed- 
metal muse. Both acts are at Lupo’s Heartbreak 
Hotel (401-272-5876) in Providence on Friday 
and at Pearl Street (413-584-0610) in 
Northampton on Saturday 





So is it too late to sneak in one more new- 
metal band before the aren backlash 
wipes it out altogether? How about one that 
sounds like a cross between Jimmy Eat World 
and a Justin Timberlake—fronted Papa Roach? 
Warner Bros. signees Trapt are out behind their 
homonymous debut with gigs at Chantilly’s 
603-621-0330) in Manchester tonight 

(December 19), at the Palladium (800-477 

6849) in Worcester on Friday, and at the Edge 


)in Augusta in Saturday 


es Piebald, but they're 
ome for Christmas and a Yuletide gig at 
Andover Town Hall ( 3-8241) on 
ives Apollo 


their parents 


Saturday with fellow Andover r 
Sunshine — expect no cursing ( 
| 1 iday tune or 
wn to New 
he embattled EI-N 


emi-acoustit 
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P c He ‘eal 


A Topof the Pile 


THURSDAY 19: We'll admit we were suspicious of the local PigPile Records imprint when it opened for 
business last year, promising a roster of inspired punk rock, bluegrass, and other American roots musics. 
But not only did PigPile release, over the past 12 months, a stupendous disc by New England bluegrass 
barn burners the Benders (imagine Dock Boggs tackting Tom Waits) and a scathing hardcore EP, Mother, 
Jugs, and Speed, by hard-drinkin’, drug-snorting commandos Random Road Mother — but the RRM disc 
included a cover of the Benders’ truck-stop amphetamine anthem “Fastway.” Cross-platform marketing like 
that is hard to beat, especially when it sounds this gnarly. And stoking our expectations for the label’s 
second year, PigPile just signed criminally underappreciated Allston motorpunks Rock City Crimewave. All 
three bands, along with fellow signees Three Day Threshold, take over the Paradise tonight for the label's 


PICKS of THE WEEK 


Christmas Carroll ¥ 

FRIDAY THROUGH SUNDAY: In the Underground 
Railway Theater’s production Alice’s Adventures 
Underground, its adaptation of Lewis Carroll's 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and Through the 
Looking Glass, Alice returns all grown up as a 
housewife with a daughter of her own, and she’s 
transported through the mirror again on a journey of 
self-realization. But fear not: the Cheshire Cat hasn't 
been replaced by a shrink, and you-know-who is 
still late for a very important date. Expect an 
intergenerational cast, plenty of visual 
astonishment, and a score by Mission of Burma/ 
Alloy Orchestra dude Roger Miller. Alice’s 
Adventures Underground is presented this Friday 
and next at 7:30 p.m., with 3 p.m. school-vacation 
matinees this Saturday through Monday (December 
21 through 23) and then next Thursday through 
Sunday 

(December 26 fia 
through 29), at 
the Cambridge 
YMCA, 820 
Mass Ave in 
Central 
Square. 
Tickets are 
$12.50, $9.50 
for kids. Call 
(781) 643- 
6916. 


Adventures Underground 


Pile Up X-Mas. That's at 969 
Commonwealth Avenue. Doors are at 8, and 
it’s 18-plus and $10; call (617) 423-NEXT. 


Scissorfight 


A Fis oht nigt 


FRIDAY: A year in Boston rock wouldn’t be complete 
without another slab of Scissorfight — who put out 
three records in 2001 — and tonight New 
Hampshire’s heaviest celebrate the release of 
Potential New Agent for Unconventional Warfare 
(Tortuga Recordings), which is worth owning if only 
for the bonus track, in which lead growler Ironlung 
attempts to translate the lyrics for the Fight’s old hit 
“New Hampshire’s All Right If You Like Fighting” 
into German. The other five songs pick up where 
last year’s swamp-grind masterpiece Mantrapping 
for Sport and Profit \eft off: exfoliating boogie-metal 
jeremiads, two-minute-and-under detuned punk-ass 
street hassles, an earthquake or three. Show up 
early and catch Give (the former Honkeyballers who 
are being shopped to majors by Staind’s Mike 
Mushok) and Drug War (essentially Milligram with 
a new singer, Jonah Jenkins having been replaced 
by Tree’s Dave Tree). That’s at 480 Mass Ave in 
Central Square; call (617) 864-EAST. 
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week 


Openings, debuts, 
and releases 
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Opening December 20 
About Schmidt 
Gangs of New York 
Adaptation 
Evelyn 
Langrishe, Go Down 
useum if ¢ Arts 
Two Weeks Notice 
The Wild Thornberrys 

Movie 


Opening December 25 

@ Antwone Fisher 

@ Catch Me If You Can 

@ Pinocchio 

@ Rabbit-Proof Fence 

@ Hable con ella/Talk to Her 


Opening December 27 
@ Chicago 

@ /kiru 

Museum of Fine Art: 


hi}: RS sat 
@ Alice’s Adventures 
Underground 

Underground Railway 
Theater 

December 20 
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os BalletRox’ s tution 
Nutcracker 

Strand Theatre Dec 
20-22 

@ A Dancer's Christmas 
Boston College December 
20-22 


@ PigPile Records Party 
Paradise December 19 

@ Travis Shettel Benefit 
Middle East December 19 

@ Rick Barton 
Middle East December 20 

@ Real Kids 

Linwood Grill December 20 
@ Scissorfight 

Middle East December 20 

@ Tree 

Paradise December 2( 
@ Aine Minogue 

Club Passim December 22 
@ Shirim 

Coolidge Corner December 25 


}CLASSIGAL 
@ NEC Youth Philharmonic 
Jordan Hall December 19 

@ Handel & Haydn’s 

“An English Christmas” 


Jordan Hall December 20 


ember 


> 


@ Boston Jazz 
Repertory Orchestra 

Copley Theatre December 21 
@ Ali Jackson/ 
Wynton Marsalis 
TK's Jazz Café De 


te err 


ember 


@ Rebecca Parris 

Re gattabar December 22 
@ Chick Corea Trio 
Regattabar Decembe 


. Te 
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@ David Mamet 
WordsWorth December 
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FNX will be giving away 100 gifts of FNXmas ** 


Be the right caller and you can pick up a gift from under the FNX tree. 
Then you're qualified to win the grand prize: a copy of every cd FNX 
te added to the playlist in 2002 & a trip for 2 to Cuervo Nation! 





For contest rules go to fnxradio.com 
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THURSDAY 19: The macho minimalist of stage and screen, writer David Mamet, comes to 
WordsWorth to discuss his latest tome, South of the Northeast Kingdom (National 
Geographic), a collection of essays that reflect on his life in Vermont and then move on to 
cover topics like September 11 and Enron. That's at WordsWorth, 30 Brattle Street in 
Harvard Square, at 7 p.m. Call (617) 354-5201. 


Edited by Carly Carioli 


INDIE ROCK. Piebaid frontman Travis 
Shettel’s throat problems earlier this year 
couldn't have come at a worse time: his band 
were enjoying a regional radio hit, had snuck 
a video onto M2, and were about to go on 
the road with the coveted opening spot for 
emo heartthrobs Dashboard Confessional. 
They had to cancel the DC dates while 
Shettel underwent throat surgery, and the 
bills have outlived the buzz. So even though 
Piebald themselves are playing a couple of 
Christmas shows this week (see “Road 
Tripping”), some friends of the band have 
gotten together to throw Shettel a benefit. 
Tonight's bill at the Middle East includes 
dark-maned pop-punk sensations Lost City 
Angels, Apollo Sunshine (promising an 
entire set of obscure Piebald covers), 
Junction 18, Kipper Tin, Crash and Burn, 
Every Forty Seconds, and Dirty Water. 
That's at 480 Mass Ave in Central Square. It’s 
18-plus and $10; call (617) 864-EAST. 

Meanwhile, former Swirlies/Syrup USA 
frontwoman Seana Carmody, who went solo 
on this year’s Struts & Shocks (Kimchee), 
headlines “A Very Indie X-Mas” at the Abbey 
Lounge in Somerville with Shumai (songs 
about shrimping, emo haircuts, and obscure 
pop-culture personalities from '60s sex kitten 
Joey Heatherton to Animal Planet's Jeff 
Corwin) and Handstand Command flagship 
officers the Tardy (a duo featuring the 
Anchormen's Jef Czekaj and the Operators 
Stephanie Melikian). The Abbey is at 3 
Beacon Street; call (617) 441-9631. 



















@ FRIDAY 20 


FILM. The weekend before Christmas finds 
filmmakers in a bookish frame of mind as 
director Spike Jonze and screenwriter Charlie 
Kaufman tackle Susan Orlean’s bestselling 
The Orchid Thief in Adaptation and end up 
telling the story of how they were never able 
to adapt it. Meryl Streep, Nicolas Cage, and 
Chris Cooper star. Alexander Payne takes a 
different approach with his rendition of Louis 
Begley’s About Schmidt, he tosses out most 
of the original and tells his own tale of a 
retired widower who while driving a 
Winnebago from Omaha to Denver to attend 
his daughter's wedding confronts the mean- 
inglessness of it all. Jack Nicholson, Hope 
Davis, Dermot Mulroney, and Kathy Bates 
star. Same goes for Martin Scorsese, who 
turns Herbert Asbury’s 1928 bestseller 
Gangs of New York into a 19th-century 
Mean Streets by way of The Age of 
Innocence starring Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Daniel Day Lewis, and Cameron Diaz. Harold 
Pinter was always the master of adaptation 
(see his unproduced screenplay of 
Remembrance of Things Past); his little-seen 
1978 version of Aidan Higgins’s novel 
Langrishe, Go Down stars Jeremy Irons as 
a seedy German intellectual who courts a 
lonely Judi Dench. David Jones directs; it’s at 
the Museum of Fine Arts. 

In general, it’s probably easier to adapt a 
hit animated TV show like The Wild 
Thornberrys, as do Cathy Malkasian and 
Jeff McGrath in their directorial debut. Based 
on the Nickelodeon series, this animated 
adventure follows the title family to Africa, 





where 12-year-old Eliza learns to speak to 
the animals. Rupert Everett, Lynn Redgrave, 
Marisa Tomei, and Alfre Woodard give their 
voices to the cause. Also easy is heartwarm- 
ing story from real life, like that of the impov- 
erished dad who fights to get his children 
back in Bruce Beresford's Evelyn, which 
stars Pierce Brosnan, Aidan Quinn, Julianna 
Margulies, and Stephen Rea. Even easier 
perhaps, is making a romantic comedy star- 
ring Sandra Bullock and Hugh Grant; in Two 
Weeks Notice she plays a neurotic attorney 
and he's her wealthy, egocentric boss. The 
first-time director is Marc Lawrence 
MEMORIAL. It's practically a law of nature: 
Republican president equals more folks on 
the streets. This evening, the public-art-fund- 
ing collaborative Visible Republic sponsors a 
memorial for the city’s homeless in what it 
hopes will become an annual event. Created 
by local artist Sandra Vieira with help from 
Boston's homeless population, “Temporal 
Memorial” will begin at 5 p.m. with a lantern 
procession from St. Paul’s Cathedral to the 
Brewer's Fountain on Boston Common in 
recognition of those who died this past year 
in indigent circumstances. The ceremony 
there will include music, poetry readings, and 
a reading of the names of the homeless 
deceased; it will be followed by a 
reception back in the cathedral. St 
Paul's is at 138 Tremont Street, 
opposite the Park Street MBTA sta- 
tion. Call (617) 951-0010 
CLASSICAL. The Handel & Haydn 
Society goes a-caroling at Jordan 
Hall with “An English Christmas,” 
as music director Grant Llewellyn 
leads the H&H singers in 
Renaissance choral works as well 
as traditional tunes like “Here We 
Come a-Wassailing” and “God Rest 
You Merry, Gentlemen.” Now in its 
10th year of such performances, the 
H&H is recording this edition for a 
disc to be issued on the Arabesque 
label. Performances are tonight and 
tomorrow at 8 and Sunday at 3 at 
Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsborough . 
Street. Tickets are $28 to $56; call 
(617) 266-3605. 

ROCK. Rock and roll: it ain’t just for 
kids anymore, and tonight a couple 
of Boston’s rugged veterans prove 
there's still trustworthy mayhem to 
be wrought when the age of 30 is 
but a distant memory. Since leaving 
Dropkick Murphys, Rick Barton has 
recorded four full-length albums of 
Replacements-style bash-and-pop 
nuggets, and though only one of 
them has seen the light of day 

this year’s An American Rock Song 
(One Way Productions) — he’s likely 
to drag out the newer stuff when his 
new band the Shadowblasters take 
the stage tonight with the Charms, 
Photoflash, and the Ruby Lashes 
upstairs at the Middle East, 472 
Massachusetts Avenue in Central 
Square. It’s 18-plus, and tickets are 
$8; call (617) 864-EAST. 

Across the river at the Linwood Grill, punk 
progenitors the Real Kids plunge toward the 
25th anniversary of their seminal homony- 
mous debut album — the one that has “All 
Kindsa Girls” — with a pre-Christmas 
blowout. Openers the Downbeat 5, featuring 
ex-DMZ/Queers dude JJ Rassler on guitar 
and his wife, Jen, rasping at the moon, are 
Boston's answer to the Detroit Cobras: the 
songs just sound like vintage ‘50s and ‘60s 
covers. And they have a record coming out 
on Sympathy for the Record Industry (home 
to the Cobras and Boston’s own Mr. Airplane 
Man) in February. The Linwood is 
at 69 Kilmarnock Street in the 
Fenway; call (617) 267-8644. 


M@ SATURDAY 21 


JAZZ. Drummer Ali Jackson 
brings in his mentor, Wynton 
Marsalis, to front a quartet at 
TK’'s Jazz Café in Faneuil Hall for 
four shows over two days. (The 
gigs were originally scheduled for 
this Friday and Saturday, but at 
the last minute they were 
rescheduled for tonight and 
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tomorrow.) Jackson — who met Wynton as a 
pre-teen in his native Detroit and has since 
joined the pro ranks to record with the likes 
of Dee Dee Bridgewater and Marcus Roberts 
has been working with this particular line- 

up for a while and says that Wynton is happy 
to be just one of the guys for a change. The 
line-up is filled out by pianist Richard 
Johnson, bassist Carlos Henriquez, and per- 
cussionist Andrew Daniels. That's at Faneuil 
Hall Marketplace tonight at 9 and 11 and 
Sunday at 1 and 3; call (617) 227-7579 

Jazz singer extraordinaire Dominique Eade 
and hip-hop/spoken-word guy Curtis King are 
the special guests of the Boston Jazz 
Repertory Orchestra when the BJRO pres- 
ents its “2nd Annual Holiday Extravaganza” 

a cross-cultural mix of seasonal music 
with “old and new renditions from Kwanzaa, 
Christmas, Three Kings Day, solstice celebra- 
tions and High Holidays from the 
Sephardic, Jewish, and Islamic traditions.” 
Led by Bill Lowe and Carl Atkins, the band 
take the stage as part of the grassroots 
Equinox Music Festival; proceeds go toward 
the organization’s educational-outreach pro- 
grams. That's at 8 p.m. at the Copley Theatre 
225 Clarendon Street; call (617) 308-7332, or 
visit www.jomcsite.com 
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BalletRox's Urban Nutcracker 


Z 


FRIDAY: BalletRox’s Urban Nutcracker boasts “a 
diverse professional cast with headliners from the 
Dance Theatre of Harlem” along with at-risk kids from 
the city’s neighborhoods. And the kids are no window 
dressing. BalletRox is the brainchild of Jamaica Plain’s 
Anthony Williams, an Italian-born, JP-bred dancer who 
spent his formative years in the Browley-Heath 
housing projects. A former gang member, he rose to 
international success with stints in the National Ballet 
of Portugal, the Norwegian National Ballet, and Boston 
Ballet among others. His Urban Nutcracker — “a 
holiday dance classic with an inner-city edge” — is 
back for a second year at the Strand Theatre, 543 
Columbia Road in Dorchester, with performances 
tonight at 7, Saturday at 2 and 7, and Sunday at 4. 
Tickets are $10 to $20; call (617) 282-8000. 








@ SUNDAY 22 


JAZZ. No one knows better how to connect 
with an audience than the doyenne of Boston 
jazz singers, Rebecca Parris. Expect an 
extra-warm performance when Rebecca gath 
ers some of the pals from her new CD, The 
Secret of Christmas (Shira), for her annual 
holiday show at the Regattabar. Those would 
be trumpeter Herb Pomeroy, saxist Fred 
Haas, bassist Peter Kontrimas, pianist 
George Mesterhazy, and drummer Matt 
Gordy, and they'll all be in the Charles Hotel, 
1 Bennett Street in Harvard Square. Sets are 

at 3 and 5:30, and tickets are 

— $18; call (617) 876-7777. 


@ MONDAY 23 


FILM. Quick, how many prosti- 
tutes did Shirley MacLaine play 
in her career? One of the more 
ostentatious was the title taxi 
dancer in Sweet Charity (1969) 
Bob Fosse’s big-screen directo- 
rial debut. This adaptation of his 
Broadway hit based on Federico 
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m@ WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
NEW YEAR’S EVE? 


First Night was started in Boston in 
1976 by a group of artists seeking an 
alternative to your typical New Year’s 
Eve debauchery. What began as a few 
events on Boston Common has 
expanded to encompass the entire city, 
with more than 40 venues and some 
250 performances city-wide. First Night 
is now Boston’s primary celebration, 
attracting more a million button-wearing 
revelers; we'll cover its events in next 
week’s “Atts News.” 

This week, however, we look at the 
many First Night alternatives in Boston. 
Nothing says New Year’s like the 
metropolis mashing of Kaiju Big Battel. 
The Cyclorama at the Boston Center for 
the Arts, 539 Tremont Street in the 
South End, hosts First Fight Out — 
good versus evil in the form of 
monster wrestling. You've got 
the meathead macho of the 
WWF and the wackiness of 
Japanimation. Toss in 
Akrobatik and DJ Sense, not 
to mention an open bar from 
10 to 11 p.m., and this event 
is aS epic as it gets, New 
Year's or not. Tickets are $25; 
call (800) 477-6849. 

Port 
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“party like a pr 
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And if Jeremy 

enough to satisfy your New 

Year’s yearnings, DJs Micro, 

Dave Ralph, Nailz, Tasty, Taner K, Eddie 
Lee, and Ricky Fatts will provide beats 
that'll touch you in all the right places. 
Call (617) 536-2100. 

f on the other hand techno doesn’t 
whip your New Year’s Eve cream, 
consider that you have plenty of choices 
when it comes to live bands. Downstairs 
at the Middle East, 480 Massachusetts 
Avenue in Central Square, the Upper 
Crust perform in full aristocratic regalia: 
beauty marks, powdered wigs, satin 
knickers. Don’t let their patrician attire 
turn you off from their seriously good 
“roque and roll.” The Shods share the 
bill with their punk approach and pop 
sensibilities, and the Prime Movers play 
their 20th anniversary show. Cover is 
$25. Upstairs, Holly GoLightly bring 
their modern folk rock from Canada, 
opening for the guitar-driven motor punk 
of Rock City Crimewave. Cover here is 
$20. And the adjoining Zuzu boasts the 
surf spy instrumentals of the Ray 
Corvair Trio. Cover is here is just $10. 
Call (617) 864-EAST. 

At nearby T.T. the Bear’s, 10 
Brookline Street, indie-popsters the 
Gentlemen ring in 2003 with the Brett 
Rosenberg Problem’s pop punk and the 
honky-tonk punk of Jake Brennan and 
the Confidence Men. Tickets are $15; 
call (617) 492-BEAR. Boston funk band 
Superhoney play Johnny D’s, in 
Somerville’s Davis Square. Tickets are 
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$35; call (617) 776-2004. The 10,000 
Maniac—esque Mudhens play Harpers 
Ferry, 158 Brighton Avenue in Allston. 
Tickets are $35; call (617) 254-9743. 
The Gladstones play the Kendall Café, 
253 Cardinal Medeiros Way in 
Cambridge, for the third New Year’s in a 
row; they’re joined by the rootsy pop of 
the Splendid Nobodies and the breezy 
country rock of Lemonpeeler. Cover is 
$5; call (617) 661-0993. Entrain and 
DJ Krutch play the House of Blues, 96 
Winthrop Street in Harvard Square. 
Cover is $75; call (617) 491-BLUE. 
Rockabilly and honky-tonk rule the 
night at the Milky Way, 405 Centre 
Street in Jamaica Plain, with the Crank- 
Tones, Lenny and His Piss Poor Boys, 
and the Heygoods. Cover is $15; call 
(617) 524-3740. Finger food and heavy 
metal go hand in hand at the Abbey 
Lounge, 3 Beacon Street in Somerville, 
with Red Chord, Muck and the Mires, 
the Allen Divine Band, and 


complimentary hors d’ceuvre. Cover is 
$15; call (617) 441-9631 

Power chords are a mainstay on any 
New Year’s menu. But there are also jazz 
recipes to choose from. Downstairs at 
Ryles, 212 Hampshire Street in Inman 
Square, Herman Johnson plays two sets; 
tickets are $79.95 per couple. Or go 
upstairs and light a fire under your feet 
for feisty salsa and merengue dancing. 
Tickets there are $25; call (617) 876- 
9330. John Pizzarelli — jazz guitarist, 
vocalist, and a premier interpreter of the 
Great American Songbook — leads his 
trio at Scullers, jn the DoubleTrees 
Guest Suites Hotel. Tickets are $50; call 
(617) 562-4111. And at Green Street 
Grill, 280 Green Street in Central 
Square, prodigal Cuban pianist Tony 
Perez joins Kilombo Mambo and Yasek 
Manzano on trumpet to keep the mambo 
tradition alive and contemporary. Tickets 
are $15; call (617) 876-1655. 

Battles, beats, and bands aside, 
there’s still a slew of ways to welcome 
the new year. Laughter is always a good 
way to end one year and begin another, 
so consider the mainstage show at 
Improv Asylum, 216 Hanover Street in 
the North End. And the comedy’s not 
all; there’s dancing afterward. Tickets 
are $40; call (617) 263-1221. Over at 


the Comedy Connection, in Faneuil Hall, 


Steve Sweeney, a king among Boston 
comics, does his stand-up thing 


alongside wild man Kevin Knox and 
Lauren Verge. Tickets are $49 to $60; 
call (617) 248-9700. 

Those who prefer billiards to belly 
laughs can watch the (eight) ball drop 
at Boston Billiard Club, 126 Brookline 
Avenue, where there’ll be party favors, 
pool, dancing, and more. A table for 
four is $125; call (617) 536-POOL. 
And the Rack, 24 Clinton Street in 
Faneuil Hall, asks, “Why spend an 
intimate New Year’s with loved ones 
when you can hob-nob with strangers 
and celebrities at a party-plex?” Exactly! 
Tickets are $50; call (617) 725-1051. 

Moving up the cultural ladder (not 
that billiards are by any means the 
bottom rung), you'll find plenty of 
theaters out there ready and willing to 
take your cash. Some even add more 
shows. So if you'd like to spend New 
Year’s Eve with dancing cutlery, cobalt 
mutes, or the man who failed to be as 
cranky as Andy Rooney, you’re on. 


Beauty and the Beast, the Broadway 
hit musical that replicates the 1991 
Disney animation, continues at the 
Colonial Theatre, 106 Boylston Street in 
the Theater District. Tickets are $23 to 
$70; call (671) 931-2000. For those 
who yearn to spend First Night with 
Rhoda Morgenstern but consider Nick at 
Nite a losers’ New Year's Eve, Valerie 
Harper is at the Wilbur Theatre, 246 
Tremont Street in the Theater District, 
int The Tale of the Allergist's Wife, 
Charles Busch’s Tony-nominated 
comedy about a Manhattan matron 
roused from midlife depression by a 
globetrotting friend who may or many 
not be a fraud. Tickets are $23 to $65; 
call (617) 931-2000. 

At the Charles Playhouse, 74 
Warrenton Street in the Theater District, 
both Blue Man Group and Shear 
Madness have added shows. Upstairs, 
the Blue boys drum through paint, 
garland the audience with toilet paper, 
and generally make fun of the art world 
at 7 and 10 p.m. Tickets are $59 to 
$69; call (617) 931-2787. Downstairs, 
the anarchic, audience-interactive, 
ridiculously long-running mystery set in 
a Newbury Street hair salon is on at 5 
and 8 p.m. Tickets are $36; call (617) 
426-5225. And over at the Stuart Street 
Playhouse, 200 Stuart Street, Back from 
Broadway, in which key-tickling 
Gershwin interpreter Hershey Felder and 


full-tonsiled Broadway leading man 
James Barbour offer musical standards 
and show-biz reminiscences, is on at 7 
and 10 p.m. Tickets are $29.50; call 
(800) 447-7400. 

Across the river in Davis Square, 
Cambridge-bred satirist Jimmy Tingle 
has taken over the former Elm Street 
Theatre and renamed it Jimmy Tingle’s 
Off Broadway, and the new impresario is 
breaking in his new space with his own 
new show. Entitled Jimmy Tingle in the 
Promised Land and marketed as “a 
fresh, hilarious, and insightful 90 
minutes of commentary and probing 
observations,” it’s on at 7 and 10 p.m., 
providing a healthy alternative to 
Republican bubbly. That’s at 255 Elm 
Street, and tickets are $25; call (617) 
591-1616. 

Also on the north side of the river, at 
Harvard’s Sanders Theatre, Boston 
Baroque’s Gala New Year’s Eve concert 
offers works by Bach, Handel, Purcell, 
and Telemann. Tickets are $26 to $62; 
call (617) 484-9200. Back on the 
south side, the Boston Pops performs 
its final “Holiday Pops” of the season 
Bruce Hangen is on the podium; the 
performance is followed by post-concert 
dancing, and then dessert and 
refreshments. Symphony Hall is at 301 
Massachusetts Avenue, and tickets are 
$75 to $158; call (617) 266-1200 

Then there’s New Year’s Day, when, 
according to U2, all is quiet probably 
because everyone's too hungover to 
speak. One way to start the new year is 
in the tranquillitysof the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum. If Red 
a headache at the Abbey L ge (that 
the six glasses of champagne), lingering 
over works by Botticelli and Titian n 
be just the remedy y eed. Honoring 
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ie start of-its centennia 
Gardner, at 280 the Fenway, invites tI 
public to its first annual “Frank Hatcl 


First Day Free.” Admission is 


free; call (617) 566-1401 
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And nothing soothes an aching head 
or refreshes body and soul like a dip in 
Boston Harbor. Join the L Street 
Brownies, many octogenarians among 
them, for their annual New Year’s Day 
dip at Carson Beach. That too is free; 
call (617) 727-6034 


m EXONERATED? 


Boston is to be one of three cities on a 
limited tour of The Exonerated, which 
was positively received Off Broadway 
this fall. Tony winner (for Death of a 
Salesman) Brian Dennehy will appear 
with Marlo Thomas in the Boston 
engagement of Jessica Blank & Erik 
Jensen's docudrama, which was culled 
from 40 interviews conducted with. 
former death-row inmates who'd been 
wrongly convicted. The New York 
concert staging, which the Times 
pronounced “deeply affecting,” featured 
Jill Clayburgh and Richard Dreyfuss, 
among others, and was directed, as the 
touring production is, by Bob Balaban. 
The Boston engagement is at the Wilbur 
Theatre January 21 through February 2. 
Tickets go on sale today, December 20, 
at the Wilbur box office, 246 Tremont 
Street in the Theater District, or around 
the corner at the Colonial Theatre box 
office, 106 Boylston Street, or through 
Ticketmaster at (617) 931-2787. 





Meghan Toohey 


THURSDAY 26: Meghan Toohey has carved out a career straddling the conventions of 
singer-songwriter folkdom and full-band pop — she released one album in each mode at the 
end of 2000. But with her new outfit, the So and So’s, she’s planted her feet firmly in the 
realm of edgy, guitar-mangling rock. The group’s eight-song debut disc, The Silver Sessions 
(it’s being sold at shows in advance of a proper release next year), documents how far 
Toohey has come: a couple of detuned, full-bore alterna-rockers, drapes of darkly tweaked 
electric guitar, slippery drum loops, and a fistful of tense, haunting melodies. The So and 
So’s wrap up a month-long residency tonight at T.T. the Bear’s Place, 10 Brookline Street in 


Central Square. Call (617) 492-BEAR. 


Continued from page 3 


Fellini's Le notti di Cabiria has plenty of ener- 
gy and some showstopping production num- 
bers — “Hey, Big Spender,” for one — and 
unlike the services of Miss Charity, it’s free. It 
screens at 6 p.m. at the Boston Public 
Library, 700 Boylston Street in Copley Place; 
call (617) 536-5400 extension 4319. 


@ TUESDAY 24 


BALL. Formed out of “one man’s longing to 
bring the Jewish people together . . . and 
find a nice Jewish girl along the way,” this 
year’s 16th annual Matzoball is now the 
only thing to do on Christmas Eve in eight 
cities in the US and Canada. Based in 
Wellesley, the international operation puts 
on Jewish-singles dances in New York, 
Philly, DC, Boca Raton, Miami, Montreal, 
Ottawa, and, here in Boston, at Avalon, 15 
Lansdowne Street. Tickets are $25; call 
(888) 633-5326, or visit www.matzoball.org. 


M@ WEDNESDAY 25 


FILM. This Christmas, too late no doubt for 
those who have already received a lump of 
coal, the movies investigate the difference 
between naughty and nice. Roberto Benigni 
stars in and directs his version of Pinocchio. 


Denzel Washington stars in and makes his 
directorial debut with Antwone Fisher, the 
true story of a young man struggling to control 
his anger; Derek Luke, Salli Richardson, and 
Joy Bryant help out. Leonardo DiCaprio is both 
naughty and nice in Catch Me If You Can, the 
true story of a teenage master of disguise 
wanted by the FBI; Tom Hanks, Christopher 
Walken, and Martin Sheen co-star, and Steven 
Spielberg directs. Better behaved are Javier 
Camara and Dario Grandinetti in Pedro 
Almodévar's Talk to Her, they meet and bond 


| at the hospital waiting room where their girl- 


friends are lying in a coma. And the Australian 
government is very naughty in Phillip Noyce’s 
Rabbit-Proof Fence, the true story of three 
Aboriginal children who flee a state internment 
camp in the 1930s. It stars Kenneth Branagh, 
David Gulbpilil, and Everlyn Sampi. 
JEWISH CHRISTMAS. What's a nice Jewish 
girl or guy to do? Eat Chinese food and go see 
Shirim’s 10th annual Coolidge Corner Theatre 
show, that’s what. Actually, everyone's wel- 
come when Shirim play their now-classic 
klezmer Nutcracker. This year the band will 
also preview their new collaboration with 
artist/children’s-book author Maurice 
Sendak, Pincus and the Pig, a kilezmer 
adaptation of Prokofiev's Peter and the 
Wolf. That’s at the Coolidge Corner Theatre, 
290 Harvard Street in Brookline, at 1 p.m 
Tickets are $20, or $14 for kids and seniors 
Call (617) 734-2500. 


@ THURSDAY 26 


JAZZ. The days of his dreaded Elektric 

Band apparently behind him for good, 

Chick Corea has over the past decade 
been working in challenging acoustic trios and 
quartets. He debuted his latest trio, with 
bassist Avishai Cohen and drummer Jeff 
Ballard, two years ago at the Regattabar, and 
now he returns with them for a four-night stay. 
That's in the Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett Street in 
Harvard Square. Call (617) 876-7777. 
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TALKING HEAD 


Henry Rollins 


Hammerin’ Hank Rollins, the former Black Flag singer turned poet, movie star, advertising pitchman, 
indie publisher, and journeyman metal maniac, has always prized quantity over quality: he’s a stone- 
cold jock with an ironclad work ethic and a penchant for pulverizing mediocrity. We were quite sure 
we'd had enough of him. Then he latched onto the West Memphis Three case and came up with his 
best idea in a decade: he sent his latest backing band into the studio with the keys to the Black Flag 
catalogue, an insane guest list (iggy, Lemmy, Ice T, Chuck D, Slayer's Tom Arraya, Queens of the 
Stone Age’s Nick Oliveri, Amen’s Casey Chaos, the Rancid dudes, Slipknot's Corey Taylor, Mike 
Patton, At the Drive-in’s Cedric Bixler Zavala, a bunch of original Flag members), and his own bad 
self. The resulting benefit disc is one of the best tribute albums we've heard in years — we're almost 
inclined to forgive Henry for his inanity on the Learning 
Channel’s demo-derby tournament “Full Metal Challenge.” 
But don’t take our word for it; get it from the horse's 
yapper when Rollins gets his big mouth in gear for 
another spoken-word tour and comes to Avalon, 15 
Lansdowne Street, on February 4. It's an 8 p.m., 18- 
% plus show, and tickets are $18; call (617) 423-NEXT. 


Division of Laura Lee 


SOUNDS OF TOMORROW 


We'll always have a soft spot for Roland Smart, the curator a couple of years 
back for Davis Square's short-lived Galiery Bershad, if only for that space’s 
closing party: the band at said function was some prep-school outfit called the 
Strokes. Smart is now a visiting curator at the Boston Center for the Arts’ Mills 
Gallery, and his latest endeavor is once again music to our ears. “Boom Box: The 
Art of Sound,” which opens January 17, collects fhe work of “forward-thinking 
Boston artists” working with multimedia and audio-producing media while also 
exploring how the emerging “sound artists” have influenced their visual-art 
counterparts. The installations range from pirate-radio broadcasts to computers 
that use real-time audience-monitoring equipment to generate music. And Smart 
is also curating two concerts, on February 7 and March 7; these will integrate 
live music and performance art as part of the exhibition. “Boom Box” runs though 
March 9, and the BCA is at 539 Tremont Street in the South End; call (617) 426- 
7700. 


Christy George, Hair Trumpet 


SWEDE DIVISION 


The Swedish rock invasion continues into the new 
year with a return visit from the Division of Laura 
Lee, whose Epitaph debut, Black City, incorporates 
Fugazian blast-furnace punk, lan Curtis—esque 
razorblade solipsism (DOLL frontman Per Stahiberg 
lost his dad to cancer and his brother to suicide), 
and good old-fashioned classic-rock anthemicism 
(courtesy of the Soundtrack of Our Lives’ Kalle 
Gustafsson, who produced). They're at T.T. the 
Bear’s Place, 10 Brookline Street in Central 
Square, on January 18 with Philly deathpunks 
Burning Brides and Sub Pop garageniks the 
| Catheters. Call (617) 492-BEAR. 


The Children of Herakles 


YOUTH OF 
THE NATION 


Director Peter Sellars’s 

adaptation of the rarely 

performed (it's received just 

six professional productions 

since its modern revival in 

1781) Euripides tragedy The 

Children of Herakles updates 

the ancient tale — which 

follows the hero's family as 

they’re evicted from their 

homeland on a search for 

sanctuary and asylum 

throughout the Greek world — 

as an allegory about the plight 

of our modern-day 

international refugee crisis. 

And to drive the point home, 

each performance will be 

accompanied by a host of pre- 

and post-show activities. 

Beforehand, a panel discussion moderated by newsie Christopher Lydon will 
include “an eminent policy maker, refugee expert, or scholar” as well as 
testimony from Boston-area refugees. The performances will be followed by “an 
informal gathering of the audience, cast, and refugee participants,” with food 
from local immigrant restaurants. And there’ll also be film screenings each night 
for ticketholders. The Children of Herakles runs January 4 through 25 at the 
American Repertory Theatre, 64 Brattle Street in Harvard Square. Call (617) 547- 
8300. 
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ee > | BOLD AMERICAN Foop 
wos B { | AWARD WINNING BEER 
wow | » CHAMPIONSHIP BILLIARDS 


CHECK OUT OUR FALL PROMOTIONAL LINE-UP! 


AVAILABLE AT ALL BEER WORKS LOCATIONS: 





AFTER WORK HAPPY HOUR COLLEGE HOOK-UP 
NEED A REASON TO LEAVE EARLY? PUT THAT EDUCATION TO WORK! WEDNESDAY 
HOW ABOUT 1/2 PRICE APPETIZERS NIGHTS ARE COLLEGE NIGHT AT BEER WORKS. 
FROM 4:00 - 7:00 PM? OFFER AVAILABLE AT COME ON DOWN AND ENJOY 1/72 PRICE 


ALL BEER WORKS LOCATIONS APPETIZERS OR A FREE HOUR OF POOL 
MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS (CANAL STREET LOCATION ONLY) WHEN YOU 
FROM 4:00 - 7:00 PM. ORDER ANY DINNER ENTREE. OFFER AVAILABLE 
EXPIRES NOVEMBER S3OTH. WEDNESDAYS FROM 8:00 PM - CLOSE! 
LIMITED TIME OFFER. RESTRICTIONS APPLY. LIMITED TIME OFFER. RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 





AVAILABLE AT CANAL STREET LOCATION: 


NFL SUNDAYS BucK A BILLIARD $20 TUESDAYS 
GOT GAME? WE GOT GAME! We’vE SATURDAYS AND THURSDAYS 
GOT THE SUNDAY TICKET AT CANAL COME ON DOWN TO BEER WORKS WHAT TO DO WITH $20? How ABOUT 

STREET. 4 GAMES @ 1:00 PM. ON CANAL STREET TO SCORE SHOOT AN HOUR OF POOL, CRUSH A 
4 GAMES @ 4:00 PM. COME DOWN AND 1 HOUR OF BILLIARDS FOR $1. PITCHER OF BEER AND DOWN TWO 


ENJOY 1/2 PRICE PIZZAS WHILE OFFER AVAILABLE SATURDAYS CHEESE BURGERS AND FRIES? 
WATCHING YOUR TEAM SCORE! OFFER FROM 12:00 -6:00 PM. TWO HOURS OFFER AVAILABLE TUESDAYS 
AVAILABLE SUNDAYS FROM 12:00 - 7:00 MAXIMUM. CANAL STREET ONLY! AND THURSDAYS FROM 8:00 - CLOSE. 
PM. CANAL STREET ONLY! OFFER LIMITED TIME OFFER. EXPIRES NOVEMBER 3OTH. 
GOOD THROUGH DECEMBER 29TH. RESTRICTIONS APPLY. CANAL STREET ONLY! 





BOSTON BEER WORKS 112 CANAL ST., BOSTON, MA 02144 
NEAR NORTH STATION °¢ 617.896.BEER 


=1@}—9 KO) M =] =i =~ ans '10)- 1.49 od A=) ,1010) .4 1 | <a -\\4 = 1©)—8 2 O) OO )-a-e bo 
ACROSS FROM FENWAY PARK ° 617.536.BEER 
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IN HISTORIC SALEM * 978.745.BEER 


PRIVATE PARTIES & EXCLUSIVE FUNCTIONS CALL PHOEBE @ 617.896.2309 FOR DETAILS. 
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343 Western Ave, Cambridge 
Reggae, Latin & Jazz 
THU. DECEMBER 19 


PRESSURE DROP 


TIME SESSION 


3 Years of Great Music 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 
A Capella Pop 


5 O'CLOCK SHADOW 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 
Rock 


FLYNN 
DR. AWKARD 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 
BLUES JAM 4:30-8:30 
SALSA NIGHT 9:00 


With Rumba Nama Lessons and Dance Party 


W/ GARY WICK’S DOWN 


V/ DI SOUL 


REGGAE/HIP HOP/DANCE HALI 


FRI. DECEMBER 20 
MENTOS & 


THE NEW HORIZON 
REGGAE 


MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 
HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 


THU. JANUARY 2 


PRESSURE DROP 
W/SEKRET SOCIETY 
RED PILI 
& DJ FRANK WHITE 
REGGAE/HIP HOP/DANCE HALI 


FOR INFO 492-7772 
Check out our new website: 
www.thewesternfrontclub.com 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Bar Opens at 6:00pm 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26 
THE DANCING DOGS 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27 
Blues /Rock 


JAMES MONTGOMERY 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28 
Funk/Ska Kings 


BIM SKALA BIM 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31 
NEW YEAR’S EVE! 
SUPERHONEY 


Call early for reservations! 617-776-2004 


TRE 


JAN. 4- ULU 
Jear ni JAN. 9- SIGNALS 
Johns 0 + Pub JAN. 10- FUNKY WHITE HONKIES 
Book Your Holiday Party Today! . 11- NICOLE NELSON 
Every Wed - Trivia Night . 16- JIM'S BIG EGO 
Every Sat ~ Karyoke Night » 17+ BARMCS 
Every Sun - NFL Football 


144 South Street, Jamaica Plain 
(continue Center St. to Sauth St.) 


617 +983 +9432 


96 Winthrop St - Harvard Square ~- www.hob.com/amtridge - 6174972229 
Tickats available at HOB Box Office or all Ticketmaster Outlets - 617931. 2000 


17 HOLLAND ST. DAVIS SQ. SOMERVILLE 
ACROSS DAVIS RED LINE 
INFO: 617-776-2004 
CONCERT LINE 617-776-9667 


| 
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Friday December 20 & 21 10pm 21+" Wr" 
30th ANNIVERSARY SHOW! 


DUKE AND 
ger Rr a 


BENEFIT THE BOSTON FOOD 55 


Sunday December 
$.1.N. Nisit 


FAMILY. IEWELS 


Monday December 23 9pm 18+ 


THE PASSIONATE GYPSIES 


ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Thursday December 26 10pm 18+ 


Friday December 27 10pm 21+ 
SPECIAL INTIMATE SHOW 


ADDISON GROOVE PROJECT 


Sun. Dec. 29 8pm ALL AGES! 


THe LOST TRAILERS. 


us» CARDINAL DIRECTION sx cucu 


Monday December 30 8pm 18+ 


SHAKY DIAL 


Hors D'oeuvres Tues. Dec. 31 Doors 8pm 21+ 
Dinner Buffet NEW YEARS EVE CELEBRATION! 


cotmamarre Toeet EN TRAIN 


OWE GUEST WILL WIN 2 TICKETS TO EVERY 2003 HOB SHOW! 


;SUNDAY 


\ 


To place a listing: bring it or send it to 
Listings, Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline 
Ave., Boston 02215, at least eight days 
before the issue in which it would appear. 
Listings can also be faxed to 859-8201 
We can't take any listings over the phone 
There is no charge, but your copy may be 
rewritten due to space limitations. Include 
the time of the event (or the hours that a 
gallery or museum is open to the public) 
date, place, a description of the event 
how much it costs, and a phone number 
that can be published. Specify whether 
admission is free; listings will not be pub- 
lished without price information. If the in- 
formation is for an event or exhibit lasting 
more than one week, specify the dates of 
the issues in which you would like the list- 
ing to appear. Repeat listings may be 
deleted due to space limitations 


Theater listings are separate; send them 
by 2 p.m on Thursday to “Play by Play’ 
Auditions, classes, religious services, re- 
unions, and events requiring advance 
registration are not listed here: call 
Phoenix Classifieds at 859-3300 to take 
out an ad. Unsolicited photographs are 
considered for publication but are not re- 
turned to senders 

NOTE: ABSOLUTE LISTINGS DEAD- 
LINE IS WEDNESDAY AT 5 P.M. FOR 
THE FOLLOWING WEEK'S ISSUE. To 
be considered for “Hot Tix,” the deadline 
is a week earlier; to be considered for 
“Next Weekend,” two weeks earlier 


clubs 
+>. aR 


THURSDAY 19 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. Seana 
Carmody, Tardy, Shumai 

AER, Boston. “Change,” progressive 
house and trance with DJs Eli and Fer- 
nando 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. “Open 


sh) le 


=> WWW. BI 


W/Special Guests 
Fri. 20t" 18+ 


FAVORITE 
ATOMIC HERO 


-CD Release Party- 


j wi/Very Special Guest Headliner 


Sat. 


21st 21+ 


IBILL’S BLAST} 


DANCE NIGHT 
W/DJ ROB NOCKSHIS 


Sun. 224 21+ 
NIGuHtT 
REGGAE 


IDUB STATION 


W/DJ K-DON 


Fat Tue. 24th 
Longest Running 


HIP-HOP 


INIGHT IN BOSTON 


w/DJ D-Sharp 


Wed. 25th 
MERRY 


|ICHRISTMAS! 


Thu. 26th is+ 
The Wallflowers 


ur 

Listening Party 
W/Guests & Doc 
Fri. 27t' i8+ 


EL CAMINO 


| Christmas Show 


Sat. 28th 21+ 


IBILL’S BLAST 


DANCE NIGHT 
w/DJ ROB NOCKSHIS 


5 1/2 LANSDOWNE 





SEANA CARMODY plays the Abbey Lounge this Thursday, December 19. 


Mic” with Burt LaFontaine 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ Keith 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. Top 40 with DJ 
Ren Justice 

ARIA, Boston. NYC hip-hop with guest 
DJs 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Interna- 
tional Thursdays,” Eurohaus, with DJs 
Arsit, JC, Eddie Lee, Ricky Fatts with 
special guests 

AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Nailz, 


/Lansdowne’s ONLY Rock Bar 


For complete schedule 
& details 


LLSBAR.COM 


Sun. 29th ai+ 


NDA 


W/DJ TIMMY COLLINS 
ee ee ee oe ne ne 
Thu. 24 18+ 


WELCOME TO 
YOUR LIFE 


| DAYS GONE BYE] 


DEAD TO FALL 
CANNEA 


Fri. 34 18+ 


DAVID JAMES | 


MOTORCYCLE| 


w/The Ninja 


| Eyes Like Knives 


Mon. 6th 
CLOSED 


Fat Tue. 7 
Longest Running 


| NIGHT IN BOSTON| 


w/DJ D-Sharp 


Wed - 8th 
PEOW 


W/DJ TIMMY COLLINS 
Thu. 9th r8+ 
TBA 
ST. 617-421-9678 


Tasty & Taner K spinning vocal and 
progressive house 
BACKSTAGE, Boston 
Night.” 

BARKING CRAB, Boston. Lee Beckett 
Band 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Agent 
86 

BILL'S BAR, Boston. At 9 p.m., FNX 
presents “The Underground” with DJ 
Chris Rucker plus special guests Skitz- 
ophreniks 

BLACKHORSE TAVERN, Boston. 
Gypsy 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester 
80s and today with DJ Scorch 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, Brighton 
“Open Mic.” 

BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston 
gar & the Soul Providers. 
BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury 
R ‘n B and commercial dance with DJ 
George 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Back 
Room: Swingin’ Johnsons. Front 
Room: “Irish Seisiun.” 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 
“Absolute,” house & trance with DJ 
Stezo 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, 
Cambridge. Upstairs: Lois Lane & the 
Daily Planet. Downstairs: “DJ du Jour.” 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, 
Natick. “Acoustic Open Mic” with Oen 
Kennedy, Kerry Powers 

CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE, 
Somerville. Andy Burstein, Steadfast, 
7 Days 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show" with VJ Tom Yazbek 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Throwback Thurs- 
days,” old schoo! with DJ Bird 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Christo- 
pher Williams, Meg Hutchinson. 
COMMON GROUND, Aliston. “Love 
Night,” 80s, all vinyl with DJ Brian 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Lazy Dog” deep house and 
exotic future lounge with DJ Dave 
Mee. 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “Red Vel- 
vet,” with DJs Geespin and Master Jay. 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Latin 
Lounge,” with DJ JC. 

ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie. 


“Hip-Hop 


Joe Bar- 


THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- | 
PLE, Brookline. House and acid jazz | 


with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe. 
EVOS ARTS, Lowell. DJs Impulse and 
Slipwax. 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Heaven & 
Hell,” house and hip-hop with DJs 
Chaos, 7L, and Mr. Aru. 

FELT, Boston. “Liquid” with DJs Chris 
DeSimone and Jynx. 

THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE, Cam- 
bridge. Evan Goodrow Band. 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. Chris McDermott Acoustic 
Trio 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting 


Vinnies 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 

Dwight Richard 

HANNAH'S, Somerville. Reggae and 

house with guest DJs 

THE HARP, Boston. DJ Lou. 

HENNESSY'’S, Boston. Me & Julio 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Let- 

tuce. 

THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville 

Stretch 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. 5 O'Clock 

Shadow. 

JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Upstairs 

DJ John Tringall. Downstairs: Me & 

Julio 

THE KELLS, Alliston 

with DJ Edgar 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Redlet- 

ter, Matt Tobin, Rachel Garlin 

LA BOOM, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 

Privilege,” international house with DJ 

Franklin 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Alvin Terry 

Trio 

LIMBO, Boston. Kaoruko. At 10 p.m., 

DJ Brother Cleve 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, Worces- 

ter. Mullet Head, Baby Strange, Bodice 

Ripper, Dr. Frog 

LUCKY’S LOUNGE, Boston. Alex 

MacDougall 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Campus,” al- 

ternative boypop with DJ Chris Ewen 

and high energy house with DJ Brad 

Gwynn 

MATRIX, Boston. At 10 p.m., “C.P.R 

Thursdays,” house and drum and bass 

with DJs Hush, Bons, Elyte, Reid 

Speed, Siren, and Colette 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 

5ive, Picastro, 27, Isle of Citadel 

Downstairs: “Benefit for Travis Shettel” 

with Lost City Angels, Junction 18, 

Apollo Sunshine, Every Forty Sec- 

onds, Kipper Tin, Dirty Water, Crash 

and Burn 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. “Dyke 

Night.” 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. Pills, 

Army of Jason, Mary Reillys. 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 

“International Thursday,” with DJ Eddie 

Lee. 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. “Pig 

Pile Records Pile Up Xmas Party” with 

Rock City Crimewave, Random Road 

Mother, 3 Day Threshold, Benders. 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “E!- 

ements,” drum ‘n bass with DJs Crook, 

Lenore, and Static. 

THE PLACE, Boston. Greg Lutrell. 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. DJ David Mee. 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 

Flanagan with musical guest Jim Plun- 

kett. 

THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m., Mark 

Morris & the Catunes. At 10:30 p.m., 

DJ Ricky. 

RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN 

GRILL, Cambridge. “Soca Thursday” 
Continued on page 10 


Dance Party” 





CLUB DIRECTORY 


ABBEY LOUNGE (617-441-9631), 3 Beacon St., Somerville 
AER (617-292-3309), 25 1/2 Kingston St., Boston 

ALL ASIA CAFE (617-497-1544), 334 Mass. Ave 
bridge 

AN TAIN (617-426-1870), 31 india St., Boston 

AN TUA NUA (617-262-2121), 835 Beacon St., Boston 
ARIA (617-338-7080), 246 Tremont St., Boston 
ATLAS DANCE (617-437-0300), 3 Lansdowne St., Boston 
THE ATTIC (617-964-6684), 107 R Union St., Newton Cen- 
tre 

AURORA (617-350-6001), 300 Congress St., Boston 
AVALON (617-262-2424), 15 Lansdowne St., Boston 

THE AVENUE (617-782-9508), 1249 Comm. Ave.., Aliston 
AXIS (617-262-2437), 13 Lansdowne St., Boston 
BACKSTAGE (617-726-1110), Faneuil Hall Marketplace 
Boston. 

THE BANSHEE (617-436-9747), 
Dorchester. 

BARKING CRAB (617-426-CRAB), 88 Sleeper St., Boston 
THE BEACHCOMBER (617-479-8989), 797 Wollaston 
Beach Bivd., Quincy. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT (781-729-2565), at Reming- 
ton's, 124 Boylston St., Boston 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN (617-227-2098), 45-55 Union St. 
Boston 

THE BiG EASY (617-351-7000), One Boyiston PI., Boston 
BILL'S BAR (617-421-9678), 5.5 Lansdowne St., Boston 
BLACKHORSE TAVERN (617-227-2038), 340 Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace, Boston 

BLARNEY STONE PUB (617-436-8223), 1505 Dorchester 
Ave., Dorchester 

BLUE CAT CAFE (617-247-9922), 94 Mass. Ave., Boston 
BLUESTONE BISTRO (617-254-8309), 1799 Comm. Ave 
Brighton 

BOB THE CHEF'S (61 
Boston 

BOSTON PLAYWRIGHTS’ THEATRE (617-496-2222), 949 
Comm. Ave., Boston 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB (617-522-5386), 378 Centre St., 
Jamaica Plain. 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S (617-325-9800), Center St., West Rox- 
bury. 

THE BURREN (617-776-6896), 247 Elm St., 
Somerville. 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA (617-482-3939); 51 Stuart St., 
Boston. 

CAFE RAVELLO (617-723-5182), 48 Salem St., Boston. 
CAMBRIDGE BREWING COMPANY (617-494-1994), 1 
Kendall Sq., Cambridge. 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL (617-354-2685), 738 Mass. 
Ave., Central Sq., Cambridge. 

CAPRICE (617-292-0080), 275 Tremont St., Boston. 

THE CELLAR (617-253-2475), 991 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK (508-647-0097), 31 
Main St., Natick. 

CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL (617-227-7800), 21 Merchant's 
Row, Boston. 

CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE (617-491-9640), 421- 
425 Washington St., Somerville. 

CLUB CAFE (617-536-0966), 209 Columbus Ave., Boston. 
CLUB 58 (617-471-7788), 58 Ross Way, Quincy. 

CLUB NICOLE (617-267-2782), 40 Dalton St., Boston. 
CLUB PASSIM (617-492-7679), 47 Paimer St., Harvard Sq., 
Cambridge. 

COMEDY CONNECTION (617-248-9700), Upstairs at Fa- 
neuil Hall, Boston. 

COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG (617-864-5311), 1236 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 

COMMON GROUND (617-783-2071), 83-87 Harvard Ave., 
Allston. 

COSTELLO'S (617-522-9263), 723 Centre St., 
Plain. 

COTTONWOOD CAFE (617-247-2225), 222 Berkeley St., 
Boston. 

COYOTE GRILLE (617-225-0888), 1 Kendall Sq., Cam- 
bridge. 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR (617-779-8822), 332 Wash- 
ington St., Brighton. 

DRUID PUB (617-497-0965), 1357 Cambridge St., inman 
Sq., Cambridge. : 

EKCO LOUNGE (617-338-8283), 41 Essex St., Boston. 
EMBASSY (617-536-2100), 30 Lansdowne St., Boston. 
ENCORE (617-338-ROXY), 279 Tremont St., Boston. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEMPLE (617-277-9722), 
1651 Beacon St., Brookline. 

EVOS ARTS (978-441-9906), 98 Middle St., Lowell. 

THE EXCHANGE (617-726-7600), 148 State St., Boston. 
FELT (617-338-6999), 533 Washington St., Boston. 

THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE (617-868-8800), 720 Mass. 
Ave., Cambridge. 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN (617-451-2622), 28 
Kingston St., Boston. 

GRAND CANAL (617-523-1112), 57 Canal St., Boston. 
GREEN BRIAR (617-789-4100), 304 Washington St., 
Brighton. 

GREEN DRAGON (617-367-0055), 11 Marshall St., Boston. 
GREEN STREET GRILL (617-876-1655), 280 Green St., 
Cambridge. 

GUIDO OSHEA’S (508-580-0997), 2039 S. Main St., Brock- 
ton. 

HANNAH'S (617-629-5302), 499 Broadway, Somerville. 
HARPERS FERRY (617-254-9743), 158 Brighton Ave., All- 


ston. 

THE HARP (617-742-1010), 85 Causeway St., Boston. 
HENNESSY’S, (617-742-2121), 25 Union St,, Boston. 
HIBERNIA (617-292-2333), 25 Kingston St., Boston. ’ 
HOUSE OF BLUES (617-491-BLUE), 96 Winthrop St, Har- 


vard Sq., Cambridge. 
THEATRE (617-576-1253), 1253 Cam- 
bridge St., ‘ 


Cambridge. : 
IMPROV ASYLUM (617-263-6887), 216 Hanover St, 
Boston. ; 
THE INDEPENDENT (617-440-6022), 75 Union Szq., 


Cam 


934 Dorchester Ave., 


7-536-6204), 604 Columbus Ave., 


Davis Sq., 


Jamaica 


Somerville 

JACQUES (617-426-8902), 79 Broadway, Boston 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY (617-308-6421), 255 
Elm St., Somervilie 

JOE'S ON HIGH STREET (617-523-4000) 

Boston 

JOHNNY D’S (617-776-2004) 
Somerville 

JOSE McINTYRE’S (617-451-9460), 160 Milk St., Boston 
JUKEBOX (617-338-ROXY), 275 Tremont St., Boston 

THE KELLS (617-782-9082), 161 Brighton Ave., Alistor 
KENDALL CAFE (617-661-0993), 233 Cardinal Medeiros 
Way, Cambridge. 

KENNEDY'S MID-TOWN (617-742-2121), 
Boston. 

KINVARA PUB (617-783-9400), 34 Harvard Ave., Aliston 
LA BOOM (617-357-6800), 25 Boylston Pi., Boston 

LES ZYGOMATES (617-542-5108), 129 South St., Boston 
LIMBO (617-812-7908), 49 Tempie P!., Boston. 

LINWOOD GRILLE (617-267-8644), 69 Kilmarnock St., 
Boston 

LIZARD LOUNGE (617-547-0759), 1667 Mass. Ave., below 
Cambridge Common Restaurant, Cambridge 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL (508-363-1888), 89 Green St 
Worcester 

LUCKY’S LOUNGE (617-357-5825), 355 Congress St 
Boston 

LUPO’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL (401-272-5876), 239 
Westminster St., Providence, Ri 

MAN RAY (617-864-0400), 21 Brookline St., Cambridge 
MATRIX (617-338-ROXY), 275 Tremont St., Boston 

MATT MURPHY’S (617-232-0188), 14 Harvard St., Brook 
une 

McGANN’S (617-227-4059), 197 Portiand St., Boston 
METROPOLIS (401-454-5483), 172 Pine St., Providence, 
Ri 

MIDDLE EAST (617-497-0576), 472 Mass. Ave., Central 
Sq., Cambridge 

MIDWAY CAFE (617-524-9038), 3496 Washington St., Ja- 
maica Plain 

MILKY WAY (617-524-3740), at Bella Luna, 405 Centre St., 
Jamaica Plain 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN (617-338-5656), 77 Broad St., 
Boston. 

THE MODERN (617-536-2100), 36 Lansdowne St., Boston 
OCEANA RESTAURANT (617-227-0800), Marriott Long 
Wharf, 296 State St., Boston 

O'CONNOR'S (617-482-2255), 27 Columbus Ave., Boston 
O'LEARY’S (617-734-0049), 1010 Beacon St., Brookline 
THE PALACE (781-321-1660), 1500 Broadway, Saugus. 
THE PALLADIUM (508-797-9696), 261 Main St., Worcester. 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB (617-562-8800), 969 Comm. Ave., 
Boston. 

PARRIS (617-248-9900), Quincy Market, Faneuil Hall, 
Boston. , 

PA'S LOUNGE (617-776-1557), 345 Somerville Ave., 
Somerville. 

PHOENIX LANDING (617-576-6260), 512 Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge. 

P.J. RYAN’S (617-625-8200), 239 Holland St., Somerville. 
THE PLACE (617-523-2081), 2 Broad St., Boston. 

THE PLAYGROUND (617-441-0666), 403 Mass Ave., Cam- 
bridge. 

PLOUGH & STARS (617-441-3455), 912 Mass. Ave’, Cam- 
bridge. 

THE POINT (617-523-7020), 147 Hanover St., Boston. 
PRAVDA 116 (617-482-7799), 116 Boyiston St., Boston. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK (617-227-2060), 1 Union St., Boston. 
THE RACK (617-725-1051), 24 Clinton St., Faneuil Hail, 
Boston 

REGATTABAR (617-661-5000), Charles Hotel, Harvard Sq.., 
Cambridge. 

RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL (617-497-0977), 
315 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 

RIVER GODS (617-576-1881), 125 River St., Cambridge. 
ROGGIE’S (617-566-1880), 356 Chestnut Hill Ave., 
Brighton. 

THE ROXY (617-338-ROXY), 279 Tremént St., Boston 
RYLES (617-876-9330), 212 Hampshire St., Cambridge. 
SCRUFFY MURPHY’S (617-282-6606), 1333 Dorchester 
Ave., Dorchester. 

SCULLERS (617-562-4111), 400 Soldiers Field Rd., Boston. 
SISSY K’S (617-248-6511), 6 Commercial St., Boston. 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB (978-897-7232), 163 Main St., Maynard. 
SKY BAR (617-623-5223), 518 Somerville Ave., Somerville. 
SOPHIA’S (617-351-7001), 1270 Boyiston St., Boston. 
SUGAR SHACK (617-351-2510), 1 Boyisten Pl., Boston. 
SWEETWATER CAFE (617-351-2515), 3 Boyiston Pi., 
Bosion. 

S$W1 (617-423-6767), 48 Winter St., Boston. 

TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY MARRIOTT HOTEL 
(617-236-5800), 110 Huntington Ave., Boston. 

TIR NA NOG (617-628-4300), 366A Somerville Ave., Union 
$q., Somerville. 

TK’S JAZZ CAFE (617-227-7579), Faneuil Hall Market- 
place, Quincy Market Building, Boston. 


17 Holland St., Davis Sq 


42 Province St. 


TOAD (617-497-4950), 1912 Mass. Ave., Porter Sq., Cam-_ 


bridge. 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO (617-338-1000), 295 Franklin St., 
Boston. 
T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE (617-492-BEAR), 10 Brookline 
St., Central Sq., Cambridge. 
21st AMENDMENT (617-227-7100), Bowdoin St, Beacon 
Hill, Boston. 
VAPOR (617-695-9500), 100 Warrenton St, Boston. 
VENU (617-338-8061), 100 Warrenton St., Boston, 


* VERTIGO (617-723-7277), 126 State St., Boston. 


WALLY’'S CAFE (617-424-1408), 427 Mass. Ave., Boston. 
WESTERN FRONT (617-492-7772), 343 Western Ave., 


Cambridge. 

WEST STREET GRILLE (617-423-0300), 15 West St., 
Boston. 

WONDER BAR (617-351-COOL), 186 Harvard Ave., Aliston. 


THE BLACK HORSE 


TAVERN® 
DURGIN PARK RESTAURANT 


Tuursoay, DecemBer 19 


Gypsy 
Fripay, DecemBer 20 
John Astore 


Saturpay, December 21 


Boss Hawg 


No Cover Charge! 
340 Faneuil Hall Market Place 
(617) 227-2038 


Abbey Lounge 


on Street 


AbbeyLounge.com 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18 
HE HANDSTAND COMMAND PRESENTS. 
SEANA CARMODY 
THE TARDY 
SHUMAI 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 
THE IRRESPONSIBLES 
SPARKOLA 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 
A VERY ABBEY CHRISTMAS 
THE OTHER GIRLS 
MUCK & THE MIRES 
THE ELECTROLYTES 


$15 @ DOOR INCLUDES 
FREE APPETIZERS ALL NIGHT 
& CHAMPAGNE TOAST 


This weekend Dec. 20 & 21 
of cannibal films! 
TENDER FLESH 


Laurence Harvey directs this tale 
of a psycho war vet with a taste 


for fresh human flesh! 
Starring Meg “They Live" 
Foster 


Plus: He 
popula 


MANNBAL 
MLAS 


The sickest movie § # - 
ever made!!! y. Wea 
oolidge Corner Theatre 

VAlOM a lclacelic isl ME sinere) ail) 


www.coolidge.org MBTA nite owl stop! 


The Back ey 
Thu. December 19th 
SWINGIN JOHNSON 


Fri. December 20th 
' SHIRLEY LEWIS BAND . 
Sat. December 21st 


TARBOX RAMBLERS 
gs ‘ 


Mon, December 23rd 


one T DANCING 


Wed. December 25th 
OPEN @ 7PM 


)2 EIGHT DAYS A WEEK THE B 


pe 


A i 
THE WHOLE NIGHT! 


DANCING UPSTAIRS NIGHTLY: 
SALSA + BRAZILIAN » SWING 


TRY OUR SUNDAY JAZZ BRUNCH INMAN SQ 
PHONE: 617.876.9330 


Henman JOHNSON 
Croseo - Happy Howoays 
upstairs ~ Temporapa Lanna 
Annie Kraxowsky Feat. Hers Pomeroy 
New Year's Eve Exrravacanza 
HERMAN JOHNSON 


Saisa & Merencue Dancine 


212 HAMPSHIRE ST AMBRIDGE 02 134 
WWW.RYLESJAZZ.COM 


472-480 MASS. AVE, CAMBRIDGE 
(617) 864-EAST www.mideastclub.com 
DOORS AT SPM UNLESS NOTED. PROPER ID REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT Middle East Box Office +—?um and 
TICKETMASTER (6171931-2000 www .ticketmastercom 

ALL SHOWS 18+ UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 


UPSTAIRS 


SIVE 
PICASTRO® 27 ISLE OF CITADEL 
RICK BARTON 
AND THE SHADOWBLASTERS 
THE CHARMS* PHOTOFLASH 
THE RUBY LASHES 


BABY STRANGE 
HIP TANAKA* FEAR NUTTIN BAND 
MIKE DIPLOMAT AND THE MISPRINTS 
BARN 
DWIGHT RITCHER BAND 
RYAN MONTBLEAU 


33 SLADE 
POPESYNDICATE * THE TONSILS 


TOOTSIE 
CLUTCHGRABWELL « PIPE DREAM 
SWEATPANT BONERS _ 


STRATEJACKET 
FIXATE * CHANGING SKIN 
SPYNDAKIT 


FIGHTING IDOLS 
THE NINJA * MODEL SONS 
CANCER TO THE STARS 
SU IN 1 2/29 
THE NATIONALE BLUE 
THE SUBJECT « JOY * GATSBY 


THE WEEKLY DIG 
EXTREMITIES HOLIDAY RITUAL 


TUE 1/2 
NE -W YEAR S EVE 


HOLLY GOLIGHTLY 
ROCK CITY CRIMEWAVE 


A WISH FOR FIRE 
TRACY HUSKY * | LOVE YOU+ GONER 


_ UPCOMING 
o1/o2 THE APTA ne SRA EA 
01/03 PAV ARAROPEANS She bets 


Ovo4 REBAMNK TELE Een LETTER 


01/06 THE PILOT LIGHT, BARN BURNING 
SEVEN DAYS, THE HAYMAKERS 


FOR ALL THE LATEST UPDATES CHECK 


WWW.MIDEASTCLUB.COM 


_DOWNSTAIRS 


LCA 
JUNCTION 18* APOLLO SUNSHINE 
KIPPER TIN* EVERY FORTY SECONDS 
DIRTY WATER * CRASH AND BURN 


SCISSORFIGHT 
(CD RELEASE 
_oNes DRUG WAR_ 





ZOX {GD RE RELEASE) 
ROCKTOPUS 
ELEVATION 74 * BRAD BYRD 





_FACTORY ‘NIGHT 


STORM SESSION 
_TRU INDEED* ee DIOGENE 


SAT 1y 
PR zs TS 


_FIVE WISE* wee GEORGIA AVE 


DEVOTION 





MUSIC BEGINS AT10 PM = 21+ 
THE UNHAPPY XMAS SPECIAL: 
RICHIE PARSONS, JERRY LEHANE 
JIMMY KEHOE & MORE 
TOMMY WOMACK 


RAY CORVAIR TRIO 


10 Brookline St., 
Cambridge, MA 
All Shows 18+ 
492-BEAR 


Thursday, December 19th 


THE SO AND SO'S waver resivency 
SCOUT * MOBIUS BAND « LUKE TEMPLE 
Friday, December 20th 

WHEAT 
THE FLY SEVILLE * THE BURNING PARIS 


Saturday, December 21st 
TREMONT ALE PRES. FREE HOLIDAY SHOW 


Sunday, December 22nd 
THE CHASE SCENE 


the Bear's 


_FACTORY NIGHT _ 


NEW vat Rew vITH 
THE UPP CRUST 
THE SHODS* ROAD TO RUIN 


THE PRIME MOVERS 
21+ SHOW 


VERSUS 
THE PACIFIC OCEAN 


THE TRO UBADORS | 
SAND tat y CD REL) 
_BIG TOE» CHRIS CANTY BAND — 


C60 
UPCOMING 


on CAMPER VAN BEETHOVEN 
ovi2 CURSIVE 
ozs WILLIE ALEXANDER 

ROBIN LANE & THE CHARTBUSTERS 
02/21 J MASCIS & THE FOG 


CORNER 


12/30 RESKY RED (FROM BACHELOR 


Y DANCING PLUS 
TiC PERFORMANCES 
Teenie" HE MEXICANA W/ GUSTAVO & 
WED- BELLY DANCING 
THU- BOARD OF EDUCATI 
FRI- EUPHORIA FRIDAYS 
SAT- SINGER SONGWRITER SERIES 


BESTOF BESTOF 
BOSTON BOSTON 


2001 2002 


Sunday, December 29th 


CAUSEWAY « 48 ROOMS 
SHOCKWAVE co rei * CRITICAL CONDITION 
e“-*- NEW SHOWS <-=-=- 

2/2 JAMES MERCER OF THE SHINS, ROSIE THOMAS 
SAM BEAM OF IRON & WINE, SAM JAYNE OF LOVE AS LAUGHTER 
--+=- COMING --- 


HIT TO START * SGT. PETERSON & THE CHICAGO POLICE 


BUXTON 
Monday, December 23rd 
STOP IN FOR A HOLIDAY DRINK. NO LIVE MUSIC. 


Thursday, December 26th 
THE SO AND SO'S wove resioency 
JOHNNY LIVES ¢ BRETT ROSENBERG 
Friday, December 27th 
ROCKETSCIENCE 
KREBSTAR ® ROXIE co reiease 
THE SHORTSLEEVES 
Saturday, December 28th 


USM cx varxsuster; © MEAT DEPRESSED 


LP SULU tex Hei0y » JOANIE PIMENTEL OF suPERHONEY | 4, 


tickets available at ticketFast 





EMBER 2 


2002 EIGHT DAYS A WEEK THE & 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 
DYKE NIGHT 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 
INCREDIBLE CASUAL 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 
LUCKY 57 
PETE WEISS & 
FRIENDS HOLIDAY FLING 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 


THE COACHMEN 


/ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF THE SPURS 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25 
ERIN HARP 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
EARLY CLOSE 8PM 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2¢ 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 


www midwaycate com 
3496 Washington St. / Jamaica Plain / 524-9038 


musi€ 6 RIGHTS A WEEK) 


BACARDI 
Penns 


69 Kilmarnock St. (617) 267-8644 


Thursday 12/19 
CLUB DE 

AND QUESTS 

JOE a MAT MANERI 


12/20 


DENNIS BRENNAN 


Saturday 12/21 


TIGER SAW 
EYES LIKE KNIVES 
THE NATIONAL BLUE 


Sunday 12/22 


LIZARD POETRY 
THE SLAM @7 THE JAM @9 
feature: RICHARD CAMBRIDGE 


REAL KIDS 
DOWNBEAT 5 
SUGABOMB 


RUSSIAN BANDS: 
MIRU MIRU 
CHEREDOVANIE 
INTERZONE 
12/26-12/28 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
NO LIVE MUSIC 
12/31 
PUNK ROCK NEW YEAR: 
TOXIC NARCOTIC 
MIDNIGHT CREEPS 
& SPECIAL GUESTS: 





Monday 12/23 


(7-9 PM) THE COMEDY HOUR 
open mic hosted by KIM DAVIS 


cjom THE FRINGE 
Tues. 12/24, Wed. 12/25 Thurs. 12/26 
Closed for the holidays 


Friday 12/27 


INTER! PEN PAL 
CHANDLER TRAVIS 


PHILHARMONIC 
eyesores 





Saturday 12/28 


Gull & Barbecue 
SOULFUL AMERICAN FOOD 
RIBS +« SOUTHERN SUNDAY BRUNCH 
SALADS « GRILLED STEAKS 
ICE COLD BEER « HOMEMADE PIES 
SPECIALTY DRINKS « TAKE-OUT 


(617) 247-8099 


8 1°KILMARNOCK ST. BOSTON 


f Boylston behind Star Market) 


DVANCE TIX AVAIL. AT 
WWW.VIRTUOUS.COM 


617-547-0759 
1667 MASS. AVE. CAMBRIDGE 
ENEATH THE CAMBRIDGE COMMON RESTAURANT 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29 © 5:00PM DOORS, 6:00PM SHOW, ALL AGES 


TAKING BACK SUNDAY 


W/ SPECIAL GUESTS COHEED & CAMBRIA ¢ THE EXIT ¢ MY CHEMICAL ROMANCE 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 30¢ 5:00PM DOORS. 6:00PM SHOW. ALL’ AGES 


CATCH 22 


W/ SPECIAL GUESTS LOST CITY ANGELS. « RIVER CITY REBELS » DAMONE 


d + 
TICKETS FOR ALL AXIS SHOWS AVAILABLE THROUGH SELECT STRAWBERRIES LOCATIONS AND NEXT TICKETS 
?-423-NEXT. OR ON LINE AT WWW NEXTTICKETING COM TICKETS AVAILABLE AT AXIS THE NIGHT OF THE SHOW ONLY 


oston.cc.com concert news first _ 


Pea 





bile) 4 edd 4 3 
ALCOHOL FREE 
80's 


elon 1@ 
FRIDAYS + SATURDAYS 5-11PM 


16 Chestnut St. Needham MA 


Bitree, 


ee 
gees, Bousling 
3 nga 42 781-444-9614 


Dec 26” 
TBA 
Dec 27" 
The Hakim on 


Dec 28" 
Noway Jose Band 


Dec 19” 
The Evan Goodrow Band 


Dec 20" " 

The Chris McDermott Love Perimeter’ 
Dec 21" 

Noway Jose Band 


} 
k 


Comfortable Food 
Classic Cocktails 
Cool Music 


Never a Cover 


720 Mass. Ave. Cambridge « 617.868.8800 


Thur. December 19 , 


DWIGHT RITCHER BAND 


Fri. - Sat. Dec. 20 & 21 


KILOMBO MAMBO 


Sun. December 22 


BALLA 


Kora & African Drums 
Mon. December 23 


KARAOKE 


Wed. December 25 
HAPPY HOLIDAY’S 


280 GREEN ST.. CAMBRIDGE 
(617) 876 41655 


ALL ROADS LEAD TO.... 
JACQUES CABARET 


Featuring Boston’s 


BEST 


Female Impersonators 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 21 
A FAREWELL TO 


«x STEPHANIE WHYTE « 
Swowoasy DIAMOND DUNHILL’S Be iow 
LLL 
DEC. 28 


NICK DUSSAULT 


617-426-8902 * 79 Broadway 
Behind the Radisson Hotel 


LUPO'S 


PROVIDENCE 


lupos.com 


This Friday, December 20 ¢ $13 


MINDLESS SELF 
INDULGENCE 


ATOM & HIS PACKAGE 
DONNYBROOK 


Friday, December 27 ¢ $10 - The Met 


MURPHY’S LAW 


Saturday, December 27 ¢ $8 


CARRION 


Jacques Underground 


New Year's Eve ¢ $20 


Friday, January 10 ¢ $15 





MAX CREEK 





Saturday, January 25 ¢ $10 


SAGE FRANCIS 





Friday, January 31 « $10 


ADDISON GROOVE 


PROJECT 
SETH YACOVONE BAND 


LUPO’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL 


239 WESTMINSTER ST. , PROVIDENCE, Ri 
ticketfast 
ticketmaster 
OR CALL 617-831-2000 





Social Life 
Version 2.0 


the nix 
com 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 





Continued from page 8 
with DJ Quinton 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge 
Brew’ with Da 
ROGGIE’S, Brighton 
THE ROXY, Bostor 
Latin Quarter 
bachata, and house 
RYLES, Cambridge 
Band 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech. Up 
stairs: popular dance, with DJ Deja 
SKY BAR, Somerville 
Die, Kranksquad, Bipolarcoaster 
SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Latin Night” with DJ 
JR Vega 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “Hit 
NYC House 
$W1, Boston 
hip-hop, and Top 40 with Du Littles 
TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY 
MARRIOTT HOTEL, Boston. Brian 
Walkley Band 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan “Fluffy 
Quinn 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
Young Professionals Club 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
So and So's, Scout, Luke Temple 

2ist AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sear 
Daly 

VAPOR, Boston. “MOCCA,” hip hop and 
R & B with DJs KC and Ron Steel 
VENU, Boston. NYC house with DJ 
Nailz and “ISE-O spa” with DJ Tasty 
VERTIGO, Boston. “Diversify Thurs 
days,” deep soulful house with DJ Fran 
and UK hard house and progressive 
trance with DJs JLong, Tek, and Cata 
tonic and guest DJs 
WALLY'S CAFE, Boston 
Mela Quintet 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 
40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 
Lazee Boy 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant Langford 


Review 


FRIDAY 20 
See Club Directory for phone numbers 


and addresses 


Liam Maloney 
At 10:30 p.m., “The 


salsa erenque 


Lance Martin 


We're All Gonna 


Hop and 


T + -\ = 
Thirsty Thursday,” house 


Francisco 


ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville 
sponsidies, oparkoia 

AER, Boston 
shales ard speciai guests 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.r 

O. At 10 p.m., DJ David Natola 
AN TUA NUA, Boston 
early hits to the latest sounds with DJ 
Vinny. 

ARIA, Boston. “Plush,” NYC house with 
guest DJs. In the Angel Room, NYC 
hip-hop with DJ Thanos 

ATLAS DANCE, Boston. “Top 40 Danc 
ng 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Avaland 
with DJs MJ and Shalako with specia 
guest DJ Dan 

THE AVENUE, Alliston. “TGIF Night 
AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Pop” with DJ 
David James and special guests 
BACKSTAGE, Boston. Top 40 with DJ 
Bruno 

BARKING CRAB, Boston. Virgil Cain 
THE BIG EASY, Boston. Dick & Jane 
BILL’S BAR, Boston. Favorite Atomic 
Hero 

BLACKHORSE TAVERN, Boston. John 
Astore 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorct 
Commerical dance and R ‘n B 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Pete 
Winfrey 

BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston 
Jackson 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. R 
n B, rock, and dance with DJ Keith 
THE BURREN, Somerville. Back 
Room: David James Motorcycle. Front 
Room: “Irish Seisiun 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 
“The Lava Bar: Girl's Night Out,” house 
and trance with DJ Melinda 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cam- 
bridge. Upstairs: Little Joe Cook & the 
Thrillers. Downstairs: “DJ du Jour 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, 
Natick. Kevin So, Drew Stevens 

CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE, 
Somerville. JL Watkins, Jeanne Ciampa 
& Friends, Mickey Bliss Organ Combo 
CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 


Breathe will 


Super vers 


Antonio 


27 play the Middle East this Thursday, December 19. 


CLUB 58, Quincy 
hip-hop and ho 

Freakas DJs 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Christo 
pher Williams, Meg Hutchinson 
COMMON GROUND, Allston. Memphis 
Raines 

DEVLIN'S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “All Things Nice” jazzy beats 
and nu-disco with DJ Dave Mee 
DRUID PUB, Cambridge. At 
Traditional trish Seisiun” with Peter 
Molloy & Friends 
EKCO LOUNGE 


_ fat 
o fp 


Bostor Upstairs 
Runnir jrum ‘n’ bass with DJs Lor 
donboy, Reazon, and Mateo with spe- 
cial guests. Downstairs: “2-Step,” UK 
Garage with Elyte, G Notorious, and 
jam-2 

EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.1 
Grooves” with DJ Ricky Fatts 
ENCORE, Boston. “Cabaret Open Mic 
with Jan Peters, Colleen Powers 
Michael! Ricca, Brian Patton 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 
PLE, Brookline. Voca 
80s, ‘90s with DJ Bob Gallagher 

EVOS ARTS, Lowe BenderX, Wide 
iris, USM 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. House and 
hip-hop with DJs Tiziano & Luca 

THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE, Cam- 
bridge. Chris McDermott Love Perime- 
ter 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. Evan Goodrow Band 

GRAND CANAL, Boston. Sam | Am 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. On the Tree 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting 
Vinnies 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
Kilombo Mambo 

GUIDO OSHEA'’S, Brockton. “Mirage 
Night Club,” Haitian, Caribbean and 
Cape Verdean music 

HARPERS FERRY, Alliston. Peter 
Prince & the Trauma Unit, Fluffy Puppy 
THE HARP, Boston. Catunes 
HENNESSY’S, Boston. At 5 p.m., Me & 
Julio. At 9 p.m., DJ Dent 


Urban 


house, ‘70s 








THE COLLISIONS play the Milky Way on Friday 


HIBERNIA, Boston. “Breathe 
shaies and special guests 
HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Duke 
& the Drivers 


with De- 


THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. Mark 
Mahar 

JUKEBOX, Boston. Top 40 and retr 
dance night 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Dance Party” with 
DJs Dragg and Doc 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Those 


Dirty Swedes, Inevit 
Derek Schanche 
KENNEDY'S MID-TOWN, Boston. Matt 
Fulton 

KINVARA PUB, Allston. Swinging John- 
SONS 

LA BOOM, Boston. “Fashion Fridays” 
with DJ Roland Lopez 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston Silas Hub- 
parti == j 3 

LIMBO, Boston Joel La Rue Smith 
Band. At 10 p.m., DJ Brother Cleve 
LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. Real Kids, 
Downbeat 5, Sugabomb 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, Worcester 
Average White Boys, Drillin’ 3’s, Five- 
Nine, Trumystic 

LUCKY’S LOUNGE, Boston 
Jones 

LUPO’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL, Provi- 
dence, Ri. Mindless Self Indulgence, 
Atom & His Package, Donnybrook 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Fantasy Facto- 
ry,” kinky fetish industrial with DJ Chris 
Ewen and trance with DJ Brad Gwynn 
MATRIX, Boston. At 9 p.m., Hi-Energy 


able Break-Ups 


Anita 


house and hip hop with DJ Tasty and | 


special guests 

McGANN’S, Boston. DJ Eric 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Rick Barton & the Shadowblasters, 
Charms, Photoflash, Ruby Lashes. 
Downstairs: Scissorfight. Corner: “Eu- 
phoria” DJs Path and Strangelove spin- 
ning house and hip hop 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. Shelley 
Winters Project, Asa Brebner, Peter C 
Johnson, Collisions, Coots 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston. Patsy 
& Tony. 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., Latin 
house with DJ JC 

OCEANA RESTAURANT, Boston. Mike 
DiBari Trio 

O’LEARY’S, Brookline. Paul Mellyn 
THE PALLADIUM, Worcester. 4:20, 
Trapt. 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. “Pig 
Pile Records Pile Up Xmas Party” with 
Tree, C60, Kings of Nuthin’, Out Cold. 
PARRIS, Boston. Darik & the Funbags 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. Disco, 
hip-hop, and Top 40 with DJ Ren Justice 
THE PLACE, Boston. At 7 p.m., James 
McKenna. At 10 p.m., VJ Laptop 

THE PLAYGROUND, Cambridge. Andy 
Hayleck, Dan Breen, Howard Stelzer, 
Jason Talbot, Vic Rawlings, Jarrod 
Fowler 

THE POINT, Boston. “Fluid,” house and 
techno, with DJ troupe Recordheadz 
THE RACK, Boston. At 6:30 p.m., Cef- 
tral Basement. At 10:30 p.m., DJ Richie 
Fingers. 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge 


Tony Fishel 


“Up Beat, | 
Down-Tempo” with DJs Al Haney and 


THE ROXY, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., “The 


Cat Club” with DJ Manolo and specia 
guest D Js 

RYLES, Car nbridge Herman Johnson 
SCRUFFY MURPHY’S, rchester 
Party Time” with DJ Jen 


SISSY K’S, Boston. At 5 p.m., Matt 
Browne. At 9 p.m., Stu Sinclair & Kevir 
Kirrane. Upstairs: Hi-NRG and pop 
house, with DJ Tom McKenna 
SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard 
Cate 

SKY BAR, Somerville 
Topheavy, Lorntell, Cannon 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. Hip hop, old 
school, and top 40 with DJ B-Spin 
SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Old 
and new dance hits with DJs KC and 
Gallo 

S$W1, Boston. 


Jahr 


Cautions 


} Du Littles. 


TK’S JAZZ CAFE, Boston. Ali Jackson 
Trio, Wynton Marsalis 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. ‘70s 
‘80s, and ‘90s with DJ Zino; progres- 
sive, top-40, club, and international 
with DJ Peter D 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
Wheat, Fly Seville, Burning Paris 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly 

VAPOR, Boston. “Orchestral Hardkore 
Night” with DJs Entropy and Master 
Symfony 

VENU, Boston. “Roomba,” Latin 
sounds with DJ Roger M, and house 
with DJ Arsit. 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Dream Lounge,” 
international, Latin and house with DJ 
Marcocci, and vocal and high energy 
house with DJ Soulheris 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Darren Bar- 
rett Quintet. 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Men- 
tos, New Horizon. 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 
40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 
Lazee Boy. 

WONDER BAR, Alliston 
Horner/Joe McMahon Quartet. 


SATURDAY 21 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. “A Very 
Abbey X-Mas” with Other Girls, Muck & 
the Mires, Electrolytes 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Shake It Up,” 
Top 40 with DJ Ren Justice. 

ARIA, Boston. “Ecco,” international 
and vocal house, with DJ Roger M. In 
the Ange! Room, “International Satur- 
days.” 

ATLAS DANCE, Boston. “Top 40 Danc- 
ing. 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Ava- 
land” with DJ Nailz and special guest 
DJ Louie Devito 


Johnny 


THE AVENUE, Aliston. “House Music 
Night.” 

BACKSTAGE, Boston. Top 40 with 
guest DJs. 

THE BIG EASY, Boston. DJ Matt 
Phipps 


BILL’S BAR, Boston. At 10 p.m 
“Dance Night” with DJ Rob Nockshis 
BLACKHORSE TAVERN, Boston 
Boss Hawg. 


“Carnivale Friday,” with | 


BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester 
Commerical dance and R ‘nB 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey 
BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. R 


n B, rock, and dance with DJ Keith 
THE BURREN, Somerville. Back Roon 
Shirley Lewis Band. Front Room: “Irish 
Seisiun 


BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 
Killer Dance Club,” gay night with DJs 
Mary Alice & Michael Sheehan 
CAFE RAVELLO, Boston. Downstairs 
progressive house. Upstairs: hip hop 
and midtempo with DJ Matt Wasley 
CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cam 
bridge. Upstairs: Little Joe Cook & the 
Thrillers. Downstairs: “DJ du Jour.” 
THE CELLAR, Cambridge. “The Appii- 
ance of Science” with special quest DJs 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, 
? Natick. 1@sy Rozen 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Boys Night Out” 

with VJ Cliff Cunningham 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “American Satur- 

days,” Top 40 and dance, with DJ Jam- 

min’ Jay 

CLUB NICOLE, Boston 

house with DJ Alex 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Grey Eye 

Glances 

COMMON GROUND, Alliston. Memphis 

Raines 

COMMON GROUND, Allston. “The Let 

Down,” with DJs Brian, Ken, and Booth- 

navy 

EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., house 

with DJ Eddie K 

ENCORE, Boston. DesPres & DeGraff 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 

PLE, Brookline. Disco, motown, and 

classics from the ‘80s & ‘90s with DJ 

John Reed 

EVOS ARTS, Lowell. Veil 

FELT, Boston. “Top 40 and Club Clas- 

sics 

THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE, Cam- 

bridge. Noway Jose Band. 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 

Boston. Bangalore. 

GRAND CANAL, Boston 

Park 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Return 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Random 

Axis 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. 

Kilombo Mambo 

HANNAH’S, Somerville. DJ Big Daddy 

Rob 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Draw the 

Line, Kingsize. 

THE HARP, Boston. DJ Lou 

HENNESSY ’S, Boston. At 4 p.m., 

Seisiun.” At 9 p.m., DJ Bill 

HIBERNIA, Boston. DJ Tym Ryan with 

special guests. 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Duke 

& the Drivers. 

THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville. Tim 

Gearan 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. Flynn, Dr. 

Awkward 

JUKEBOX, Boston. Top 40 and retro 

dance night. 

THE KELLS, Alliston. “Dance Party” 

with DJs Marc Lucas and O'Toole 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Jeff Har- 

ris & Alissa Roeder, Whistle Jacket, An- 

dras Jones 


European 


Thomas 


“Irish 


LA BOOM, Boston Wild On@La 
Boom” with DJ Tim Collins 

LES ZYGOMATES, Bostor yy ful 
Noise 

LIMBO, B n. Joel La Rue Smith 
Band. At 10 ps Stephen Pau 
LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. Miru Mint 
Uheredovanie, interzone 


LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, \ 


Sir Psyct Relapse Tangent Fu t 

LUCKY’S LOUNGE, Boston. Alex M a( 

Douga 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Liquid Disco 


Trash” with DJ Gary Conzo and retro 

new wave with DJ Chris Ewen 

MATRIX, Boston. At 9 p.m., Hi-Energy 

House with DJ Pedro Gonzalez 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Continued on page 12 


Lhurs, Dec 


Dj Quinton 
k a 


LY 10:30pm 


King-I and the Ancient Band 
lanechall, root 
Sat, Dec 21 1 Ape 
Kolors 
Soca 


fce€ 
315 Mass Ave.Cambridge MA. 02139 
(617)497-0977 
Visit our website www.rspice.com 
for a "Total Caribbean Experience! 


PETER PRINCE & 
THE TRAUMA UNIT 
w/Fluffy Puppy 


feat former Entrain Singer Brian Alex 
& Justin 
Saturday, December 21 21+ 


DRAW THE LINE 


The official Aerosmith Tribute Xmas Party 
w/Naked Vinyl 
Sunday, December 22 21+ 


SUNDAY JAMS 


The kindest jamband in town 
Monday, December 23 21+ 


THE PETER 
BARTON PROJECT 


A Special Holiday Tribute to Neil Young 
Tuesday, December 24 
Closed for Christmas Eve 
Wednesday, December 18 18+ 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
We'll be open at 7pm for 
thirsty holiday souls! 
Friday, December 27 21+ 
Benefit for 


LUTHER “GUITAR 
JR” JOHNSON 


Tuesday, December 31 21+ 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 


with New Englanc ttest 


MUDHENS | 


Your Ticket includes: Split of Champagne 
Party Favors, Balloon Drop at Midnight 
Get your tix right here on the website 


Ticket City (617-787-2370) & at the Club 


co ae 
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Masie SMU TtAs 


Dining 5:30 - 10:30 


Thursday 19th Stretch (Jazz) 


Friday 20th Mark Mahar (oid schoo! lounge) 


Saturday 21st Tim Gearan (acoustic blues) 
Sunday 22nd Uncle Shaker Duo 


(folk @ Spm) 


THE INDEPENDE NT 


sstaurant & B 
ville, MA 617 
wberichale acre 


kK 
* 
63 Wyman Sfreef 
Sfoughfon. MA 


bg 






2 EIGHT DAYS A WEEK 


This weekend Dec. 20 & 21 
of cannibal films! 
TENDER FLESH! 


Laurence Harvey directs this tale 
of a psycho war vet with a taste 


for fresh human flesh! ey) 


Starring vm Bia Live” 
Pus: He Held over by rH ee 
ANNBAL “J 

HOLOCAUST | 


The sickest movie § 
ever made!!! oS 
oolidge Corner Theatre 


290 Harvard St. Brookline 
www.coolidge.org MBTA nite ow! stop! 


AS 






Drink: Dance: #!@9 
Open 7 Days 
No Cover before 9 p.m. 










Dance Thur 






Sun 


Karaoke Wednesday 






Pool and Darfs 






781-344-7106 


No Cover wifh fhis ad Expires 12/30/02 






THE GRIGINAL 


Coosa haces 


NEW YEARS EVE 
2002 CELEBRATION 


FEATURING 





ENTRAIN 


ALSO DJ KRUTCH 


HORS D OEUVRES 
DINNER BUFFET & DESSER 
CHAMPAGNE TOAST 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 


DOORS SPM $75 


ONE GUEST 
WILL WIN 2 TICKETS 
TO EVERY HOUSE OF BLUES 
2083 PERFORMANCE! 


11am and 1pm seatings 


NEW YEARS DAY JAZZ BRUNCH 


with the 


BRUCE KATZ ORGAN TRIO 


- Complimentary Mimosa 


Tickets $20 


HOUSE OF BLUES - 96 WINTHROP ST. - HARVARD SQ. - CAMBRIDGE 
ahaiaiit hs rte + Ale -2000 











ENJOY RESPONSIBLY 


EIGHT DAYS A WEEK THE & 


BACARDI 
LIMON 


Your Guide to 
Unexpected 
Pleasures. 


Continued from page 11 

Baby Strange, Hip Tanaka, Mike Diplo- 
mat & the Misprints, Fear Nuttin Band. 
Downstairs: ZOX, Roctopus, Brad Byrd, 
Elevation 74 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “Mango's 
Latin Dance Club” with DJ Antonio 
Ortiz 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston 
Patsy & Tony 

THE MODERN, Boston. House with DJ 
Shiuan Lee 

O’LEARY’S, Brookline. Rick Baron & 
the Quavers : 
THE PALACE, Saugus. “Tilt,” with DJ 
Manolo and Gene Sousa, “Oxygen,” hip 
hop, R & B, top 40, with DJ Chaos, and 
Uptown,” hits from the ‘70s to today 
with DJ Pat Messina 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridg 
Boom Boom Room,” new wave, one | 
wonders, and disco with DJ Vinney 
THE PLACE, Boston. VJ Laptor 
PRAVDA 116, Boston. High-energ 
THE RACK, Bosto 


RIVER GODS 


THE ROXY, Bost 

high NRG | 

Adilsor 

RYLES, Cambridge. Hermar 
SCRUFFY MURPHY'S 


SSY K’S B sto 


Sialfs Vance 

new dance, with DJ Tom McKenna 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. Evolutior 
SKY BAR, Somerville. “A Benefit for 
the Margaret Fuller House” with T 
House of the Almighty, 4:20, Loose 
Monkey 

SOPHIA'S, Boston. DJ Edwin Matos 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. Hip hop, old 
school, and top 40 with DJ B-Spin 
SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Old 
and new dance hits with DJs KC and 
Gallo 

SW1, Boston. “SW1 Saturday” top 40 
remix with DJ Rene! 

TK’S JAZZ CAFE, Boston. Ali Jackson 
Trio, Wynton Marsalis 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. ‘70s 
80s, and ‘90s with DJ Zino; progres- 
sive, top-40, club, and international with 
DJ Steve Anderson 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
“TT's Holiday Party” with Starla Dear 
High Ceilings, France, Great Northern 
Yoni Gordon & the Goods 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VAPOR, Boston. “Crosswalk,” with DJs 
David Skye, M.J 

VENU, Boston. European disco house 
with DJs Javier and Nico and “Mythos,” 
ethnic house and Greek sounds with DJ 
Yorgo 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Vertigo Saturdays,” 
hip hop, R & B, house, and reggae, with 
DJ Ron Steel 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 9 p.m. 
Darren Barrett Quintet. 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. “Latin 
Night” with Balaton, Seemore John- 
son's, Hips on Fire. 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 
40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 
Lazee Boy 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Rusty Scott 
Quartet 


SUNDAY 22 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Lounge 
Around” with mellow beats by DJ Dave. 
ARIA, Boston. “Living Room,” lounge 
and vocal house 

THE ATTIC, Newton Centre. Coalboil- 
ers 

AURORA, Boston. “Ginseng,” soulful 
house, hip hop, and reggae 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Gay 
Night,” house with DJ Darrin Friedman 
THE AVENUE, Allston. “Lounge Night.” 
BACKSTAGE, Boston. “R&B and Old 
School Classics” with DJ T. Clark. 
BARKING CRAB, Boston. Peter Bell 
Trio 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Reg- 
gae Sunday” X-Mas Special 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
“Laid Back Sunday.” 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Armen. 
BOB THE CHEF’S, Boston. At 10 a.m., 
“Sunday Jazz Brunch” with Rusty Scott 
Organ Group. At 6 p.m., “Mela's Jam 
Session.” 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: “Irish Seisiun.” 

CAMBRIDGE BREWING COMPANY, 
Cambridge. At 11 a.m., “Jazz Brunch” 
with Left Side Jazz Band. 


CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cam- 
bridge. “Joe Cook's Blues Jam.” 
CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL, Boston 
9 Pound Bag. 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Service Industry 
Night,” house, techno, and breaks, with 
DJ Joshua Carl and special guest DJs 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Aine 
Minogue 

COSTELLO'S Jamaica Plain. James 
Merenda’s Masked Marvels 
COTTONWOOD CAFE, Boston. Brian 
Walkley Band 

ENCORE, Boston. Dorothy Miller & 
Michael! Larson 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 
PLE, Brookline. House and acid jazz 
with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Menage A 
Trois,” Brazilian dance and Eurohouse 
with DJ R and 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Finbar 
GREEN DRAGON, B 


GREEN STREET GRILL 


HANNAH'S 

nen MV 
HENNESSY'S 
HOUSE OF BLUES 
THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville 
JACQUES, Bostor 
Drag-Ons Review 
JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. At 4 
Open Blues Jam.” At 9 p.r 
Dancing” with Rumba Na Ma 
THE KELLS, Allston 
with DJ Philippe 
KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. JL Wad- 
kins Band, Patti Rothberg 
LIMBO, Boston. Ron Murphy Quintet 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, Worcester 
Disco Hel 
LUCKY'S LOUNGE, Boston. “Sinatra 
Sunday” with Mark Mahar, Alex Mac- 
Dougal 
METROPOLIS, Providence, RI. “Indus- 
try,” uplifting house and dance an- 
thems, with DJ Rick Naples 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Barn, Dwight Ritcher Band. 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston 
Mike Barrett 
O’LEARY’S, Brookline. At 7:30 p.m., 
“Irish Music Session.” 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. At 
6 p.m., “Celtica.” At 10 p.m., “Ressur- 
rection,” trance and techno 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. James 
McKenna Duo 
THE RACK, Boston. “FNX Night” with 
DJ Julie Kramer with Chad LaMarsh 
Band 
REGATTABAR, Cambridge. At 3 and 
5:30 p.m., Rebecca Parris 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Stick- 
abush,” soul, R&B, and hip-hop, with 
DJ Kavelier. 
RYLES, Cambridge. At 10 a.m., “Jazz 
Brunch.” 
SISSY K’S, Boston. Greg Luttrell 
SW1, Boston. “Shadow Lounge Sun- 
day” with Exclusive Entertainment. 
TIR_NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan 
“Fluffy” Quinn. 


Global Sunday 


TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. “In- | 


ternational Night” with DJs Nino, An- 
toine, Giulano, and Giovanni. 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge. 
Chase Scene, Hit to Start, Sgt. Peter- 
son, Buxton. 

VAPOR, Boston. “T-Dance,” old school 
house with DJ Danae. 

VENU, Boston. “Carnival,” Brazilian 
night with DJ Adilson. 

VERTIGO, Boston. Caribbean and 
World Beat with DJ Deville 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 3 p.m., 
“Sunday Afternoon Jazz Jam.” At 
9 p.m., Wally’s Stepchildren. 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner/Joe McMahon Trio featuring 
Barry Ries. 


MONDAY 23 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Ceremony,” 
goth & industrial. 

THE AVENUE, Aliston. “Service Indus- 
try Night.” 


AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Static,” drag | 
| with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe. 


show with DJ Jay Ine and Mizery. 
BARKING CRAB, Boston. Bell Ensem- 
ble. 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Boston 
“Tommy's Jam Session,” 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Mons- 
ta Monday” with DJ Kaptain Krunch 
plus special guests 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Armen 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica 
Plain. “Sonic Ginger,” down tempo 


lounge and dub with DJs Martini and Ah 
Dub 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Back 
Room: “Set Dancing” with Ger Cooney 
Front Room: “irish Seisiun.” 

CAPRICE, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Buddha 
Lounge.” 

COTTONWOOD CAFE, Boston. Willow 
Jazz Group 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “Industry 
Monday,” Live music, open jam 
ENCORE, Boston. Ciara Lofaro Quar- 
tet 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 
PLE, Brookline. House and acid jazz 
with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe 
THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. Rusty Scott Trio 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. “Irish Seis 


GREEN DRAGON, Boston. “Open Mic 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
Sir Cecil's Jam Session 
HENNESSY’S, Boston. Joe Carson 
HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Pas 
nate , 
KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Budda 
LIMBO, B Fred Sargent Tr 
LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. Fringe 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
33 Slade, popesyndicate, Tonsils 
tairs: “Factory Night.” Zuzu: “The 
py Ho ¥mas Spec ial 


nNapt 


PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
Hip-Hop and Rea- 


01, Uppercut 


Makka Mor ays 
gae with DJs Voyager 
and Blackfinger 

P.J. RYAN’S, Somerville. “Acoust 
Open Mic” with Jon Titone 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Blues 
rood 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Scott 
Damgaard 

THE RACK, Boston 
Mistress Carie 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Weekly 
Wax 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech 
TOAD, Cambridge. Tim Gearan Band, 
Shwang 

VAPOR, Boston. “Piano Open Mic” with 
Michelle Curry 

VERTIGO, Boston. “The Movement,” 
deep house, house, and progressive 
with DJ Eric Santangelo. 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Jose Ramos 
& the Special Blend 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner/Joe McMahon Trio featuring 
Barry Ries. 


TUESDAY 24 

Today's listings include weekly events 
which may be suspended for the holi- 
days; please call ahead before stepping 
out. See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. “Jazz 
and Poetry Open Mic” with Reggie Gib- 
son. 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Home,” house 
and trance music 

ARIA, Boston. “One Nation Tuesdays,” 
hip-hop, R & B, and reggae, with DJ 
Chubby Chub. 

AVALON, Boston. At 8 p.m., “Mat- 
zoball.” 

THE AVENUE, Alliston. Old-school hip 
hop funk night. 

BACKSTAGE, Boston. '"80s Industry 
Night.” 

THE BANSHEE, Dorchester. Central 
Artery Project. 

BARKING CRAB, Boston. Groove 
Cats. 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. “Hip-Hop Night” 
with DJ D-Sharp. 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ “Easy on 
the Eyes” Carrie. 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Back 
Room: “Open Mic” with Hugh Mc- 
Gowan. Front Room: “Irish Seisiun.” 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, 
Natick. “Jazz Jam” with Philippe Cret- 
tien. 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “The 
Lounge,” Hip-hop, R&B, and Reggae 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Lot 
36,” house with DJ Eddie K. 

ENCORE, Boston. Bobby Femino. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEN- 
PLE, Brookline. House and acid jazz 


Sin Night” with 


THE EXCHANGE, Boston. Uncle Trou- 
ble. 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. Jesse Ciarmataro Trio 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. 
Lilli Lewis. 
HENNESSY'S, 
Damgaard 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Alvin Terry 
Trio 


Boston. Scott 























THE FLY SEVILLE play 7:7: the Bear’s Place on Friday. 


LUCKY’S LOUNGE, Boston. Tim Gear- 
an. 

MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. Geoff 
Scott 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “Mary 
Mary's All-Star Karaoke.” 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Lot 
36,” Latin house with DJ J.C. 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Spectrum,” down tempo, acid jazz, 
soul, and trip hop with DJs Flack and C 
with special guests 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 
Dana Z. 

THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m., “After- 
Work Jazz” with Fikus. At 10 p.m., DJ 
Richie Fingers. 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Eaves 
Drop” listening party. 


ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Will Dailey 
SISSY K’S, Boston. Stu Sinclair. Up- 
Stairs: “In the Biz Hospitality Night,” top 
40 and popular dance, with DJ Ra-mu 
TK’S JAZZ CAFE, Boston. Brian 
Walkey Band. 

VAPOR, Boston. “Retro Night” with DJs 
Danae and Michael Sheehan. 

VENU, Boston. “Mynt,” international 
sounds with DJ Adilson 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Chasm” with spe- 
cial guest DJs 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston 
Stepchildren 

WONDER BAR, Alliston. Rusty Scott & 
Mike McKenna Trio. 


WEDNESDAY 25 


Wally’s 


Today's listings include weekly events 





HEYWOOD WAKEFIELD hosts “Glitter Switch: Drag 
Karaoke” at Hollywood KTV on Saturday. 


which may be suspended for the holi- 
days; please call ahead before stepping 
out. See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

AER, Boston. “ChillOut,” house music 
with local DJs. 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. “Dubmis- 
sion,” jungle soul, abstract hip-hop, dub 
breaks with DJs Yamin and Flux. 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Forward Move- 
ment,” reggae, soul, and hip hop 

THE AVENUE, Alliston. “Knowledge,” 
hip hop, reggae andR &B 
BACKSTAGE, Boston. “Alternative 
Rock Night.” 

BARKING CRAB, Boston. Rezarection 
Band. 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: “Irish Seisiun.” 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cam- 
bridge. Brian Templeton Band. 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Laser Wednes- 
days,” ‘70s dance and karaoke, with DJ 
John Kelly. 

COMMON GROUND, Alliston. “What a 
Way to Go-Go,” mod night with DJ Vin. 
COYOTE GRILLE, Cambridge. Greg 
Luttrell. 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “State of the 
Art,” Live hip-hop and jazz with DJs 
Kingspin, R. Moya, Naturali, and Rea- 
zon 

ENCORE, Boston. Stacy Baker & Brian 
Nash. 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 
PLE, Brookline. House and acid jazz 
with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe. 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Explode 
Wednesday’ with DJ Luca. 
HENNESSY’S, Boston. John Polomi. 
JOE’S ON HIGH STREET, Boston. 
Samoa Wilson Band. 


| THE KELLS, Allston. “HUMP Wednes- 


day,” hip-hop, house, and dance with | 





DJ Drag. 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. Cancer 
to the Stars, Collapsed Computer, Re- 
verse. 

LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, Worcester. 
“Wormtown Wednesday.” 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Crypt,” goth 


| synthpop and industrial with DJ Chris 
| Ewen, and “System,” electro industrial 


trance power-noise with DJ Hellraiser. 
METROPOLIS, Providence, RI. UK pro- 


| gressive, tribal, techno, and deep 
| house with DJs Hoska and Cliff. 


MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. At 9 p.m., 


“Mercury Lounge,” soul, funk, and 
house with DJs Nomadik and Timmy 
Allen 

PA’S LOUNGE, Somerville 
Jam.” 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
House music and techno with DJs Sha- 
lako, Caseroc, & Dave Skye with spe- 
cial guest DJs 

THE PLACE, Boston. Diana Karthas 
THE PLAYGROUND, Cambridge 
“Open Mic.” 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Bad 
Art Ensemble. 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. Global house 
with DJs Alex & Felix and “Latin 
Lounge” with DJ JC. 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. 
Massi. 

THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m., FNX 
presents “Bad Ass Barbeque Night” with 
DJ Steve Anderson. 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Cabin 
Stabbin’ Wednesdays” dub with DJ 
Boogie Ba Do. 

SISSY K’S, Boston. James McKenna. 
SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Solamente Salsa” 
with SalsaBoston.com 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “Essence,” 
hip hop, reggae, old school, and soulful 
house with DJs Mastermillions, Bruno, 
and Justice. 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
“Greek Night.” 

VAPOR, Boston. Latino night with DJ 
Adilson. 

VENU, Boston. “Lively 2-Step,” drum ‘n 
bass with DJs Static, Benny B, NC-17, 
Damsel, and Seishi. 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Anitya,” psy-trance 
with DJs Dino, Mathwin, and Dave Hen- 
shaw with special guests. 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Wally's 
Stepchildren. 

WONDER BAR, Aliston. Leo Blanco 


THURSDAY 26 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

AER, Boston. “Change,” progressive 
house and trance with DJs Eli and Fer- 
nando. 

ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. “Open 
Mic” with Burt LaFontaine 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ Keith. 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. Top 40 with DJ 
Ren Justice. 

ARIA, Boston. NYC hip-hop with guest 
DJs 


“Blues 


DJ 








AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Interna- 
tional Thursdays,” Eurohaus, with DJ 
Arsit with special guests 

AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Nailz, 
Tasty & Taner K spinning vocal and pro- 
gressive house 

BACKSTAGE, Boston. “Hip-Hop Night.” 
BARKING CRAB, Boston. Lee Beckett 
Band. 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Agent 
86 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. At 9 p.m., FNX 
presents “The Underground” with DJ 
Chris Rucker plus special guests. 
BLACKHORSE TAVERN, Boston. 
Johnny Secret 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
80s and today with DJ Scorch. 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, Brighton. 
“Open Mic.” e 
BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. R 
‘n B and commercial dance with DJ 
George. 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Back Room 
Swingin’ Johnsons. Front Room: “Irish 
Seisiun.” 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. 
“Absolute,” house & trance with DJ 
Stezo. 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cam- 
bridge. Lois Lane & the Daily Planet 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, 
Natick. “Acoustic Open Mic” with Oen 
Kennedy. 

CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE, 
Somerville. “Matt York’s All Acoustic 
Revue.” 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show’ with VJ Tom Yazbek 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Throwback Thurs- 
days,” old school with DJ Bird 


COMMON GROUND, Allston. “Love 


| Night,” 80s, all vinyl with DJ Brian 


DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Lazy Dog” deep house and 
exotic future lounge with DJ Dave Mee 
EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “Red Velvet,” 
with DJs Geespin and Master Jay. 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Latin 
Lounge,” with DJ JC. 

ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 
PLE, Brookline. House and acid jazz 
with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Heaven & 


Hell,” house and hip-hop with Dus j 


Chaos, 7L, and Mr. Aru 
Continued on page 14 
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Continued from page 13 
FELT, § 


THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN 


GREEN BRIAR, £ 
GREEN DRAGON, | 


GREEN STREET GRILL 
HANNAH S 

THE HARP, Bost 
HENNESSY'S, 8 Me 8 
HOUSE OF BLUES 


JOSE McINTYRE’S 


THE KELLS, A 

LA BOOM, Bostor 

ede nternational house wit! 

M noxilakis and Christoph Muller 


LIMBO, Boston. Shimon Bashir. At 


f DJ Brother Cleve 
LUCKY DOG MUSIC HALL, Worceste 
Mullet Head. Deen Six t tod 
Biue Moon Haren 
MAN RAY, Cambridge ampus,” alte 

ative boypop wit! hr Fwer 
high energy house with UJ Brad Gwynr 


MATRIX, Boston. At 1( 


é use and arum and Dass 
s Hush, Bons, Elyte, Reid Speed 
siren, and Volette 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Toots lutchgrabwell, Sweatpant Bor 
ers, Pipe Drean 
MIDWAY CAFE, Ja Plair yke 


MILKY WAY 

THE MODERN, 8B 
PARRIS, Bostor ! 
PHOENIX LANDING 


THE PLACE, Bostor eg Lutre 
PRAVDA 116, Boston. DJ David Mee 


PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 


Flanagan with musical guest Jim Plun 


kett 


THE RACK, Boston. At 6:30 p.m., Mark 





Performing Live 


EIGHT DAYS A WEEK 


RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN 


SUGAR SHACK, B 
emix and hip hor 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 


Professionals Club 


THE BEAR'S PLA 


21st AMENDMENT, Bost 


VENU, Boston. NYC 


house with DJ Nailz 


JK hard house and pr 


STREET GRILLE, Bostor 


WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant 


comed 


THURSDAY 19 


See Club Directory for 


phone numbers 


BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, Boston 


Underground Fun House” with 


BLACK BOX THEATER (61 


CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL 


COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG, 
re. At 8 Mcintire 


andy Asa 
IMPROV ASYLUM 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, 
bridge. At 8 p.m., “Micetro.” At 10 p.t 
JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY 
At 8 o.n mmy Tingle in the Promised 


FRIDAY 20 


. r a 
See Ciub Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 


BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, Boston 


T 


syfage rick ymedy impro\ 
Troupe 
BLACK BOX THEATER, Boston. At 
8 p.n Spiked Eggnog: A Holiday 
Boogaloo 


BOSTON PLAYWRIGHTS’ THEATRE, 
Boston. At 11 p.m., the Underkroft Come 
dy Troupe 
COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 8 
and 10:15 p.m., Kevin Knox, Chris 
McGuire, Stephanie Peters 

COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG, 
Cambridge. At 8 p.m., Piston Honda 
Kelly MacFarland, Nicole Luparelli, EJ 
Murphy, Adam Gropman 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 and 
10 p.m., Mainstage Cast 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Can 
ridge. At 8 p.m., “ImprovBoston Holiday 
spectacular.” At 10 po. Theatre oport 
JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY 
Somerville. At 8 p.m Jimmy Tingle in 
the Promised Land 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY, 
Somerville. At 10:30 p.m., “Improv 
Foundry’s Improv Comedy Show 


SATURDAY 21 
BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 8 
BLACK BOX THEATER. Bo: 


le) YAH 


COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At & 


and f Rev ANOX 
McGuire tepnanie reters 

COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG 
vambridge. At 8 p.m., Nicole Lupare 


Rob Reuter. EJ Murphy, Rick Jenk 
IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 6, 8 and 
UD Mair stage cast 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam 
bridge. At 6 p.m., “Writers Block.” At 8 
and 10 p.m., “improvBoston Mainstage 
JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY 
Somerville. At 8 p.m., “Jimmy Tingle in 


the Promised Land 


SUNDAY 22 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, Boston 
Wild Comedy Open Mic Night” with 
Dave Greenberg 

CHARLES PLAYHOUSE, (617-426- 
6912), 74 Warrenton St., Boston. At 
8 p.m., “Comedy Fiasco 

COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG, 
Cambridge. At 8 p.m., Sam Walters 
Steve Donocan Deb Farrar-Parkman 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 7 p.m., “Sgt. Culpepper's Im- 
provisational Jamboree 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY 
Somerville. At 3 p.m., “Jimmy Tingle in 


the Promised 


MONDAY 2 
See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and agoresses 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8 p.m., “Amateur Showcase” with Kevin 
Knox 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
7 p.m., “Free the Lizard Lounge Comedy 
Hour Open Mic,” hosted by Kim Davis 


TUESDAY 24 
See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 


COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. Pau 


277i Rohhie Pr 
varcizZi, f DIE 


WEDNESDAY 25 


BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, Bostor 
At 9 p.m., “Young Comics’ Showcase 
W aniel Kinno, Dan Levy 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 p.n 

Mainstage Cast 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Can 

bridge. At 8 p.m. “Hump: This Could Be 
JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY 
Somerville. At 3 p.m., “Jimmy Tingle in 


the Promised Land 


THURSDAY 26 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, Boston 
At 8 p.m., “Underground Comedy Show- 
case 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m., Improv Comedy with 
Faces for Radio 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., “The R-Rated Hypnotist 

Frank Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO AT HONG KONG, 
Cambridge. At 8 p.m., Tim Mclintire 
Guila Rozzi, Ben Boime, Adam Grop- 
man, Amanda White 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 p.m., 
Mainstage Cast 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m. “Micetro.” At 10 p.m., 
“The Great and Secret Comedy Show.” 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY 
Somerville. At 3 p.m., “Jimmy Tingle in 
the Promised Land 


concerts 


THURSDAY 19 

GUY MENDILOW BAND AND MAN- 
ISHAMUSIC perform at 8 p.m. at the 
Zeitgeist Gallery, 1353 Cambridge St., 
Cambridge. Suggested donation $8- 
$12, $5-$10 for students; (617) 876- 
6060 


ne imbers 







FRIDAY 20 

DREAMTIMES AND TRANSLUCENT 
perform at 8:30 p.m. at the Zeitgeist 
Gallery, 1353 Cambridge St., Cambridge 
Suggested donation $7; (617) 876-6060 
HAPPY PUNKIN’ HOLIDAYS | with Jaya 
the Cat, Dow Jones & the Industrials, the 
Skeptics, 32 Degrees in Hell, Mile 21 
and Mostereo Repucci is at 6 p.m. at the 
Salem Elks Lodge, 17 North St., Salem 


Tickets $7: (978) 985-1159 


SATURDAY 21 

HAPPY PUNKIN’ HOLIDAYS Ii with 
Kicked in the Head, Sinners & Saints 
Shallows Corner, Missionshifter, the 
Eleventh Hour, and the Cutt Ups is at 
6 p.m. at the Salem Elks Lodge, 17 
North St., Salem. Tickets $7; (978) 985- 
1159 

JAMES MERENDA TRIO AND SMART/ 
LEONARD/FIELD performs at 8 p.m. at 
Zeitgeist Gallery, 1353 Cambridge St 
Cambridge. Suggested donation $10 
(617) 876-6060 

PIEBALD XMAS PAGEANT with Apollo 
Sunshine is at 9 p.m. at Old Town Hall 
Main St., Rte. 28, Andover. Tickets $8 
(978) 623-8241 

PORTSIDE DRIVE, LOVE LIES 
BLEEDING, TWO THE WOUNDED, IT 
BURNS CLEAN, AND THE LEAD 
HOUR perform at 7 p.m. at the ICC, 557 
Cambridge St., Allston. Call (617) 782- 
8120 or visit www.massliveevents.com 


SUNDAY 22 

CUBAN NIGHT is at 8 p.m. at Zeitgeist 
Gallery, 1353 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge. Suggested donation $10; (617) 
876-6060 

DANIEL IAN SMITH & COLLECTIVE 
DIRECTIVE performs at 7 p.m. at 
Church of Our Saviour, 25 Monmouth 
St., Brookline. Tickets $10, $5 for stu- 
dents; (617) 277-7334 

MI3 AND KEN VANDERMARK perform 
at 8 and 9:30 p.m. at the Artits-At-Large 
Gallery, 37 Everett St., Hyde Park. Sug- 
gested donation $8; (617).276-3223 


MONDAY 23 

GRIFFIN performs at 9 p.m. at Zeitgeist 
Gallery, 1353 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge. Suggested donation $7; (617) 
876-6060 
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Continue the 
NYE tradition - 


well almost 


Paradise Rock Club 


967 Commonwealth Ave., Boston - 617-562-8800 







Tickets on sale now through Next tickets or at the Paradise Box Office 





Rent The New Paradise Lounge for a private party, NYE party * www.newyearseveboston.com or call 617-351-2515 
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WEDNESDAY 25 

SHIRIM KLEZMER ORCHESTRA per- 
forms at 1 p.m. at the Coolidge Corner 
Theatre, 290 Harvard St., Brookline 
Tickets $20, $14 for seniors and chil- 
dren: (617) 734-2500 


CLASSICAL 


THURSDAY 19 

BOSTON POPS performs traditional 
and contemporary Christmas music 
Thurs. at 3 and 7:30 p.m. (Keith Lock- 
hart), Fri. at 3 p.m. (Bruce Hangen) and 
7:30 p.m. (John Williams), Sat. at 
11 a.m. (Hangen) and 3 p.m. (Lockhart) 
and 7:30 p.m. (Williams), Sun. at 3 p.m. 
(Hangen) and 7:30 p.m. (Williams), 
Mon. at 3 p.m. (Hangen and Harry Ellis 
Dickson) and 7:30 p.m. (Hangen), Tues. 
at noon (Hangen), and Thurs. at 3 and 
7:30 p.m. (Julian Wachner) at Sympho- 
ny Hall, 301 Mass. Ave., Boston. Tickets 
$21-$99; (617) 266-1200. 

NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY 
YOUTH PHILHARMONIC CONDUCT- 
ED BY BENJAMIN ZANDER performs 
Brahms’s Symphony No. 2, the Overture 
to Rossini’s William Tell, and Stravin- 
sky's Petrushka at 8 p.m. at Jordan Hall, 
30 Gainsborough St., Boston. Tickets 
$10, $5 for students, seniors; (617) 536- 
2412. 


FRIDAY 20 

BACK BAY CHORALE presents 
“Christmas in Copley” at 8 p.m. at Old 
South Church, 645 Boylston St., Boston. 
Tickets $20, $10 for children; (617) 648- 
3885. 


ZOX play the Middle East on Saturday. 





Sq., Boston. Free; (617) 536-0944 ext 
212. 
BOSTON POPS. See listing for Thurs. 


SATURDAY 21 

SALTARELLO presents “A Celtic Christ- 
mas” Sat. at 7:30 p.m. at the Somerville 
Museum, 1 Westwood Rd., Somerville, 
and Sun. at 4 p.m. at the First Baptist 
Church, Beacon and Centre Sts., New- 
ton. Tickets $15, $12 for students, sen- 
iors; (617) 669-4292 

BOSTON POPS. See listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 22 

EMMANUEL MUSIC ORCHESTRA 
AND CHORUS CONDUCTED BY 
MICHAEL BEATTIE performs Bach's 
Cantata No. 10 (Meine Seel’ erhebt den 
Herren) as part of the Sunday service at 
10 a.m. at Emmanuel Church, 15 New- 
bury St., Boston. Free; (617) 536-3356 
BOSTON BOY CHOIR AND ST. PAUL 
MEN’S SCHOLA. See listing for Fri. 
BOSTON POPS. See listing for Thurs. 


MONDAY 23 
BOSTON POPS. See listing for Thurs. 


TUESDAY 24 
BOSTON POPS. See listing for Thurs. 


THURSDAY 26 


BOSTON POPS. See listing for previ- | 


ous Thurs. 


dance 
| 


BOSTON BOY CHOIR AND ST. PAUL | 


MEN’S SCHOLA perform works by 


Finzi, Ireland, Jeffers, Saylor, Rutter, | 


Marier, and Leo Abbott Fri. at 8 p.m. and 
Sun. at 3:30 p.m. at St. Paul Church, 
Bow and Arrow Sts., Cambridge. Tickets 
$10-$25; (617) 868-8658. 

BROOKLINE MUSIC SCHOOL pres- 
ents “Yiddish Art Songs and Improvisa- 
tions” at 1 p.m. at the Jewish Communi- 
ty Center, 50 Sutherland Rd., Brookline. 
Tickets $4.50; (617) 278-2950 ext. 234. 


HANDEL & HAYDN SOCIETY CON- | 


DUCTED BY GRANT LLEWELLYN 


presents “An English Christmas” Fri.- | 


Sat. at 8 p.m. and Sun. at 3 p.m. at Jor- 


dan Hall, 30 Gainsborough St., Boston. | 


Tickets $28-$56; (617) 266-3605. 
BRIAN JONES gives an organ recital at 
12:15 p.m. at Trinity Church, Copley 


| 





THURSDAY 19 
BOSTON BALLET performs The Nut- 


cracker Thurs.-Sat. at 2 and 7:30 p.m., | 


Sun. at 1 and 5:30 p.m., Mon. at 
7:30 p.m., Tues. at noon, and Thurs. at 
2 and 7:30 p.m. at the Wang Theatre, 
270 Tremont St., Boston. Tickets $15- 
$70; (800) 447-7400. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE 
performs The Nutcracker Thurs.-Fri. at 
7:30 p.m., Sat. at 2 and 7:30 p.m., and 
Sun. at 2 and 6 p.m. at the Sanctuary 
Theatre, 400 Harvard St., Cambridge. 
Tickets $15-$33; (617) 354-7467. 


FRIDAY 20 


Theatre, 543 Columbia Rd., Dorchester. 
Tickets $10-$20; (617) 282-5230 
BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE EN- 
SEMBLE presents “A Dancer's Christ- 
mas” Fri. at 8 p.m., Sat. at 2 and 8 p.m., 
and Sun. at 2 p.m. at the Robsham The- 
ater Arts Center, Boston College, Chest- 
nut Hill. Tickets $25; $15 for students 
seniors; (617) 552-4002 
BOSTON BALLET. See 
Thurs 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE. 
See listing for Thurs 


SATURDAY 21 

BALLETROX. See listing for Fri 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs. 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE EN- 
SEMBLE. See listing for Fri. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE. 
See listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 22 

BALLETROX. See listing for Fri 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs. 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE EN- 
SEMBLE. See listing for Fri. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE. 
See listing for Thurs. 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs. 


TUESDAY 24 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs. 


THURSDAY 26 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for previ- 
ous Thurs. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE. 
See listing for previous Thurs. 


listing for 


im PARTICIPATORY 


THURSDAY 19 
ARGENTINE TANGO DANCE is at 
8:15 p.m. at Karoun Restaurant, 839 


| Washington St., Newton. Tickets $7; 


BALLETROX presents The Urban Nut- | 
cracker Fri. at 7 p.m., Sat. at 2 and | 


7 p.m., and Sun. at 4 p.m. at the Strand 


(617) 964-3400. 


EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL | 


FOLK DANCE is at 8 p.m. at the First 
Unitarian Church, 404 Concord Ave., 


Belmont. Tickets $7, $4 for students; | 


(781) 662-7475. 
FIESTA FLAMENCA is from 9 p.m. at 
Sophia’s, 1270 Boylston St., Boston. 


Lessons at 9 p.m. Tickets $10; (617) | 


513-7001. 


FUSION SWING DANCE is from 
8:30 p.m. to midnight at SuperShag 
Mega Dance Complex, 406 Moody St., 
Waltham. Tickets $10; $8 for students; 
(781) 894-7424 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 


SQUARES is at 8 p.m. at the VFW 
Mount Auburn Post, 688 Huron Ave 
Cambridge. Tickets $6; (781) 662- 
6710 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
8 p.m. with a beginners’ dance at 
7:30 p.m. at the Universalist Churct 
211 Bridge St., Salem. Tickets $3 


(978) 745-2229 

TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE DANCE is at 8:30 p.m. at 
Ryles Jazz Club (second floor), 212 
Hampshire St., Cambridge. Varying ad- 
mission charge; (617) 876-9330 


FRIDAY 20 

BALKAN DANCE is at 7:30 p.m. at 
Scalzi School of Dance, 101 Bigelow 
Ave., Watertown. Tickets $8; (617) 840- 
2362. 

DANCE FRIDAY is an open-style 
dance at 8:30 p.m. at Phillips Congre- 
gational Church, 111 Mount Auburn St., 
Watertown. Tickets $7, $4 for teens; 
(617) 876-3050. 

DANCE OF UNIVERSAL PEACE is 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Cambridge 
Friends Meeting House, 5 Longfellow 
Park, Cambridge. Tickets $6-$10; (617) 
776-5767. 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE is from 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the First Congrega- 
tional Church, 11 Garden St., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $4, $2 for students; 
(781) 662-6710. 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE is at 
8 p.m. at Park Avenue Congregational 
Church, 50 Paul Revere Rd., Arlington 
Heights. Tickets $7, $4 for students; 
(781) 662-7475. 

SANGRIA AND SALSA is at 6 p.m. at 


| Sophia's, 1270 Boylston St., Boston. 
| Tickets $10; (617) 351-7001. 


SUPERSHAG DANCE PARTY is from 
9 p.m. to midnight at SuperShag Mega 
Dance Complex, 406 Moody St., 
Waltham. Tickets $12; (781) 894-7424. 


| TRADITIONAL NEW ENGLAND 


SQUARE AND CONTRA DANCE with 
live fiddle and keyboard music and 
caller Cammy Kaynor is at 8 p.m. at Ap- 
palachian Mountain Club Headquar- 
ters, 4 Joy St., Boston. Tickets $8; 
(617) 876-0715. 


SATURDAY 21 

ARGENTINE TANGO DANCE is fron 
9:30 p.m. to 1:15 a.m. at the VFW 
Mount Auburn Post, 688 Huron Ave 
Cambridge. Tickets $25; (617) 699- 
6246 

BALLROOM, LATIN, SWING, HUSTLE 


DANCE is from 8:30 to 11:30 p.m. at 
Phillips Congregational Church, 111 
Mount Auburn St., Watertown. Tickets 


$10; (508) 620-7138 

HOLIDAY ARGENTINE TANGO 
DANCE is at 9 p.m. at the VFW Mount 
Auburn Post, 688 Huron Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $14; (617) 699-6246 
NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES COUPLES DANCE is at 
8 p.m. at the Scout House, 74 Walden 
St., Concord. Tickets $7; (617) 547- 
7781 

RYLES DANCE HALL with Latin, swing 
and tango sounds with DJ Chris John- 
ston is at 9 p.m. at Ryles Jazz Club 
(second floor), 212 Hampshire St., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $12; (617) 876-9330 


SUNDAY 22 

EAST COAST SWING AND TWO- 
STEP is at 7 p.m. at Ashland Country 
Dance Hall, 162 West Union St., Ash- 
land. Tickets $4-$8; (508) 435-0950. 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING is 
from 7:30 to 11 p.m. with instruction at 
7 p.m. in MIT’s Lobdell Dining Hail (sec- 
ond floor), 84 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
Tickets $1; (617) 253-3655 

ISRAEL! FOLK DANCING is at 8 p.m 
at Harvard-Radcliffe Hillel, 52 Mount 
Auburn St., Cambridge. Tickets $3, $2 
for students; (617) 484-3267. 
MAMBO/SALSA CLUB with music by 
Mackie Burnette and DJ O’Bruno is at 
1 p.m. at the Middle East, 480 Mass. 
Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $15, $12 for 
students; (617) 524-2763. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
6:30 p.m. at the Church of Our Saviour, 
25 Monmouth St., Brookline. Tickets $4; 
(617) 661-5899. 

WEPA SALSA SUNDAY DANCE is from 
8 p.m. to midnight at Fred Astaire Dance 
Studio (fourth floor), 100 Mass. Ave., 


| Boston. Tickets $10; (617) 388-0925. 


MONDAY 23 

BULGARIAN/BALKAN DANCING is at 

7:30 p.m. at Green Street Studios, 185 

Green St., Cambridge. Tickets $12; 

(617) 840-2362. 

ISRAEL! FOLK DANCE is from 8 to 
Continued on page 16 
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| Fri-Sat Dec 27-28 
| Recently voted #1 
| Hammond B3 Jazz Organist 
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Make your reservations now 


(617)562-4111 


Two Shows to choose from: 

Early Party Show & Late Party Show 

Sat & & 10:30PM: Sun 7 & 9PM 
Call for tickets & info at 617.562.4111 
Or w. SC uite on 








| Feat. 
Byron Landham 


& Craig Ebner 
Show times. Mon-Thur. § & 1UPM. Fr 


VISIT US ON THE WEB: www.scullersjazz.com 
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SINNERS AND SAINTS play “Happy Punkin Holidays” at the Salem Elks Lodge on Saturday. 
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Comedy Central's “Crank Yankers” 
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Continued from page 15 

midnight at Temple Kehillath Israel, 384 
Harvard Ave., Brookline. Tickets $4, $3 
for students; (617) 484-4282 

NEW ENGLAND SQUARES AND 
CONTRAS features music by Yankee 
Ingenuity at 7:30 p.m. at the Scout 
House, 74 Walden St., Concord. Tickets 
$7; (781) 272-0396 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
9:15 p.m. at the Central Square YWCA 
7 Temple St., Cambridge. Tickets $6, $3 
for students; (617) 661-5899 


TUESDAY 24 

Today's listings include weekly events 
which may be suspended for the holi- 
days; please call ahead before stepping 
out. See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses 

BALKAN DANCE is at 8:30 p.m. at 
Sava Serbian Orthodox Church, 33 
West Water St., Wakefield. Tickets $7 
(781) 246-9663 

CONTRA DANCE is at 8 p.m. at the 
MIT Student Center, 84 Mass. Ave 

Cambridge. Tickets $5; (617) 253- 
FOLK 

FOLK DANCING BY THE FOUNTAIN 
is from 7 to 9:30 p.m. in Copley Square 
Park, Clarendon and Boylston Sts 

Boston. Free: (781) 662-7475 


WEDNESDAY 25 
Today's listings include weekly events 
which may be suspended for the ho 
days; please call ahead before steppin 
t See Club D rect ry for phone num- 
bers and addresses 
CHRISTMAS NIGHT CON- 
TRADANCE is at 8:30 p.m. at St 
John’s United Methodist Church, 80 
Mount Auburn St., Watertown. Tickets 
$6; (781) 665-3835 
DANCE FREEDOM is a smoke- and al- 
cohol-free barefoot dance at 7:30 p.m 
at the First Congregational Church, 11 
Garden St., Cambridge. Tickets $6 
(978) 369-7522 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE is from 
7:30 to 10:30 p.m. at Park Avenue Con 
gregational Church, 50 Paul Revere 
Rd., Arlington Heights. Tickets $8, $3 for 
students; (781) 662-6710 
ISRAELI DANCE is at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Lobby of MIT's Building 13 (second 
floor), 77 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free 
(617) 253-3655 
SALSA BOSTON DANCE is from 
10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at Sophia's, 1270 Boyl- 
ston St., Boston. Lessons at 9 p.m. Tick- 
ets $10, $2 for lesson; (617) 513-7001 
TANGO DANCE BREAK is from 8:30 to 
11:30 p.m. at the VFW Mount Auburn 
Post, 688 Huron Ave., Cambridge; les- 
sons available at 7:30 p.m. Tickets $5 
(617) 699-6246 


THURSDAY 26 

EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL FOLK 
DANCE. See listing for previous Thurs 
NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 


Q 





SQUARES. See listing for previous 
Thurs 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE. See iist- 
ing for previous Thurs 

SWING DANCE. See listing for previous 
Thurs 

TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE DANCE. See listing for pre- 


vious Thurs 


events 


THURSDAY 19 

CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY is at 
3:30 p.m. at Mt. Auburn Cemetery, 580 
Mt. Auburn St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 
547-7105 

DECEMBER RENDEZ-VOUS with food 
film, and art is from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 
the French Library and Cultural Center 
53 Marlborough St., Boston. Tickets $15 
(617) 912-0400 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR with local and world crafts, jewelry 
pottery, clothing and art is Thurs.-Fri. and 
Mon.-Tues. from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sat 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sun. from 
noon to 6 p.m. at the First Parish Unitari- 
an Universalist Church, corner of Church 
St. and Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free 
(413) 625-9779 

WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION 
with Two Fiddles from the Canterbury Or- 
at Squawk Coffee- 
house, Harvard Epworth Methodist 
1555 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
ckets $3; (617) 868-3661 


cnestra is at 9 p.n 


— ie) 
Oo 


FRIDAY 20 

“TEMPORAL MEMORIAL” a public art 
nstallation/commemoration to honor 
Boston's deceased homeless is at 4 p.m 
at St. Paul’s Cathedral, 138 Tremont St 
Boston. Free; (617) 951-0010 


SATURDAY 21 

HISTORIC FREEDOM TRAIL HOLIDAY 
STROLL departs at 11 a.m. from the 
Boston Common Visitor Center, Boston 
Common, Boston. Tickets $12, $6 for chil- 
dren; (617) 227-8800 

ONE & ONLY BOSTON CHOCOLATE 
TOUR with stops to sample chocolates at 
the Top of the Hub Restaurant, the Omni 
Parker House Hotel, and Le Meridien 
leaves at noon from the Trolley Stop Store, 
comer of Boylston and South Charles Sts., 
Boston. Tickets $50; (617) 269-3626 


SUNDAY 22 

“LE GRAND DAVID AND HIS OWN 
SPECTACULAR MAGIC COMPANY” 
perform at 3 p.m. at Cabot St. Cinema 
Theatre, 286 Cabot St., Beverly. Tickets 
$15, $10 for children under 12: (978) 927- 
3677 


WEDNESDAY 25 
THE ANTI-CHRISTMAS with a “wrong 





Christmas paegant,” mind numbing noises, 
food, debauchery, and irreverence is at 
8 p.m. at the Zeitgeist Gallery, 1353 Cam- 
bridge St., Cambridge. Suggested dona- 
tion $5; (617) 876-6060 


christmas 


THURSDAY 19 

HOLLY JOLLY HOLIDAY TROLLEY 
TOUR with holiday decorations, toys, carol- 
ing and storytelling depa's Thurs.-Sun. at 
6, 6:30, and 7 p.m. from the Old Town Trol- 
ley Stop, New England Aquarium, Boston 
Tickets $25, $12 for children; (617) 269- 
3626 


FRIDAY 20 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE ENSEM- 
BLE presents “A Dancer's Christmas” Fri.- 
Sat. at 8 p.m., and Sat.-Sun. at 2 p.m. at 
the Robsham Theater Arts Center, Boston 
College, Chestnut Hill. Tickets $25, $15 for 
students, seniors; (617) 552-4800 

HOLLY JOLLY HOLIDAY TROLLEY 
TOUR. See listing for Thurs 


SATURDAY 21 

HARD ROCK CAFE BREAKFAST WITH 
SANTA is Sat.-Sun. at 9 a.m. at the Hard 
Rock Cafe, 131 Clarendon St., Boston 
Tickets $11.95; (617) 424-7623 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE ENSEM- 
BLE. See listing for Fri 

HOLLY JOLLY HOLIDAY TROLLEY 
TOUR. See listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 22 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE ENSEN- 
BLE. See listing for Fri 

HARD ROCK CAFE BREAKFAST WITH 
SANTA. See listing for Sat 

HOLLY JOLLY HOLIDAY TROLLEY 
TOUR. See listing for Thurs 


gay & 


lesbian 
Ee ee 


THURSDAY 19 

COMING OUT AS BISEXUAL GROUP 
is at 7 p.m. at the Bisexual Resource 
Center, 29 Stanhope St., Boston. Free; 
(617) 424-9595 

OVER 30 MULTICULTURAL LESBIAN 
RAP is at 7:30 p.m. at The Women's 
Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge 
Free; (617) 354-8807 


SATURDAY 21 

“GLITTER SWITCH: DRAG KARAOKE” 
hosted by Heywood Wakefield runs from 
7:30 to 10pm at Hollywood KTV, 41 
Essex St., Boston. Admission $5;(617) 
338-8283 





CLUB HOLLYWOOD GAY & LESBIAN 
DANCE NIGHT is from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m 
at Ekco Lounge, 41 Essex St., Boston 
Tickets $8; (617) 338-8283 

GUITAR LESSON is at Sat. at 4 p.m. and 
Wed. at 5:30 p.m. at the Dance Complex, 
536 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Sliding 
scale; (800) 428-4095 


MONDAY 23 

LESBIAN RAP is at 7:30 p.m. at The 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cam- 
bridge. Free; (617) 354-8807 

LIVING ART GROUP for lesbian, bisexu- 
al, transgender, or queer women, 13-25 
is from 6 to 8 p.m. at Boston GLASS 
Community Center, 93 Mass Ave., 3rd 
floor, Boston. Free; (617) 266-3349 
SPEAKEASY DISCUSSION GROUP 
FOR LGBT YOUNG ADULTS 18-25 is at 
7 p.m. at Boston GLASS Community 
Center, 93 Mass. Ave., third floor, Boston 
Free; (617) 266-3349 


WEDNESDAY 25 
GUITAR LESSON. See listing for Sat 


THURSDAY 26 
OVER 30 MULTICULTURAL LESBIAN 
RAP. See listing for previous Thurs 


readings 


FRIDAY 20 
RHEA ATWOOD discusses her Upper 
Beacon Hill at 5 p.m. at the Harvard 


Coop, 1400 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
Free; (617) 499-2000 


SATURDAY 21 

“OPEN MIC AND POETRY SLAM” 
hosted by Valerie Lawson, Erin Feeney 
and Len Germinara is at 7:30 p.m. at 
Daily Grind Coffeehouse, 23 Central 
Sq., Bridgewater. Donations; (508) 279- 
9952 

“POETRY OPEN MIC” with host Deb 
Priestley is at 8 p.m. at Out of the Blue 
Gallery, 106 Prospect St., Cambridge 
Suggested donation $3; (617) 354- 
5287 

ROCKIN’ POETRY SERIES with Doug 
Holder, Marc Widershein, Robyn Su 
Miller, Susie D, and others is from 5- 
7 p.m. at Elm Street Theater, 255 Elm 
St., Davis Sq., Somerville. Tickets $6; 
(617) 566-7557. 


SUNDAY 22 

POETRY EXCHANGE hosted by Richard 
Moore is from 3 to 5 p.m. at Harvard 
Coop, 1400 Mass. Ave., mezzanine floor 
front, Cambridge. Free; (617) 489-0519 


TUESDAY 24 

“AGAPE POETRY OPEN MIC” is at 
8 p.m. at Community Church of Boston, 
565 Boylston St., Boston. $1 donation; 
(617) 489-0519 





A New World Of Barbecue 


BB Wolf's 


New World BBQ & Bar 


Stop By & ‘Try Our New Menu 
Little Plates $5 - $9 e Big Plates $9 - $14 
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vhere indicated otherwise. Gallerie witl 
exhibitio: 


NEWBURY STREET 
BACK BAY 


ACME FINE ART (617-585-9551), 38 New 

t t, Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10:30 an 
p.m.; Sat., 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 

an. 11: “Provincetown Painter 

ALFRED J. WALKER FINE ART (617-247 

1 158 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 


a.m.-5 p.m. Permanent collection features 
American and Continental paintings and draw 
ings of the 19th and 20th centuries. Through 


Dec. 21: “The Nasons’ New England 


ALIANZA GALLERY (617-262-2385), 154 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 am 

6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 5 

Jerry Berta's Diner Show 

ALPHA GALLERY (617-536-4465), 14 New 


bury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Jan. 8: “Reed Kay: New Paintings 
ARDEN GALLERY (617-247-0610), 129 New 
bury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Denise Mickilowski: New 
Paintings 

BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY (617-262- 
4490), 10 Newbury St, Boston. Tues.-Fri 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 21: “AIDS 
Benefit Exhibition.” Through Feb. 5: works by 
Julian Opie 

BILL'S BAR (617-421-3678), 55 Lansdowne 
St., Boston. Call for hours. Now on view 
Boston Tattoo Artists: Fat Ram, Kim, and Mar 
cus 

BOSTON ARCHITECTURAL CENTER (617- 
262-5000), 320 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 6: “20 Pro- 
jects/20 Years 

CAMELOT GALLERY (800-956-5618), 221 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
8 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. Features over 100 
limited edition canvas lithographs by Thomas 
Kinkade 

CHAPPELL GALLERY (617-236-2255), 14 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 21: “Wearable Glass 
Sculpture.” Through Jan. 11: “Contemporary 
Glass Sculpture from Japan 

CHASE GALLERY (617-859-7222), 129 New- 
bury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Treacy 
Ziegler: Etchings/Collographs. 

CHILDS GALLERY (617-266-1108), 169 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m 
Mon., Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 4 
We Like It So Much”; “Leo J. Meissner’; “Wa 
tercolors of Gertrude Beals Bourne 


COPLEY SOCIETY OF BOSTON (617-536 

DYANSEN GALLERY (617-262-4800), 132A 
Newbury St.. Bost Tie "\ Sat 
f Fr 

n-6 p.m. Ongoing: “Modem Mas 

vorks on paper by Picasso, Matisse, and 


Chagall; “Dyansen Fine Art Auction 
FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTURAL CEN- 


TER (617-266-4351), 53 Marlborough St 
Boston. Tues.-Thurs., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Fri.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Claude 
Guertin: En tete-a-tete 

GALLERY NAGA (617-267-9060), 67 New 
bury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m 


Through Dec. 21 
McKie 

HARCUS GALLERY (617-451-3221), 6 Mel- 
rose St., Boston. Call for hours. Ongoing 
Boston Group Artists show 

HOWARD YEZERSKI GALLERY (617-262- 
0550), 14 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 24: “Paper 
Prayers: 14”; “Philip Sirois: Paintings. 
INTERNATIONAL POSTER GALLERY (617- 
375-0076), 205 Newbury St., Boston. Mon 
Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m 
Through Jan. 31: “Timeless Beauties, 1890- 
1939 

JUDY ANN GOLDMAN FINE ART (617-424- 
8468), 14 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri 
11 a.m.-5 p.m gh Dec. 21: works by Ju 


works by Judy Kensley 






JUST AFRICA GALLERY (617-536-1648) 
201 I Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
noon-5 p.m Ong 


Newbury St 
6 p.m.; Sur > 
fary stone scuip 
art sts from < 

Munyaradzi and Gladman Ziny 
KAJI ASO GALLERY (617-247-1719), 40 St 
Stephen St., Boston Tues.-Fr 
Through Jan. 16: “Nature and Temptation 
KELLY BARRETTE FINE ART (617-266 
2475), 129 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Ongoing: re- 
volving exhibit featuring works by Lisa Houck 
Nancy Wagner, and others 

KIDDER SMITH GALLERY (617-424-6900) 
131 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m., Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 14 
works by Peter Buchman and Karen Ganz 
L’ATTITUDE GALLERY (617-927-4400 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat, 10 am 
6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 Through Jan. 15 
Great Gifts, Small Packages ' 
MERCURY GALLERY (617-859-0054), 8 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m- 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 20: “Miranda Thomas 


Pottery”, “Lucette White: Paintings 





ures Dy IT ng 
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MILLER BLOCK GALLERY (617-536-4650 
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MPG (¢ 4 2€ t 

Bostor at Su 

M 1-5 ¢ Through Jar by Amy 

Kaufman and Jane Dahmen 

NIELSEN GALLERY (617-266-4835), 179 

Newt St., Boston. Tues.-Sat m 

Through Jan. 4: “Sam Messer: The 

y of My Typewriter”: “Mel Pekarsky: Con 

ng to the Desert 

PEPPER GALLERY (617-236-4497), 38 New 

bury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m 

Through Jan. 11: “Winter Salon 

ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY (617-267-7997) 

38 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m 


30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan 
31: works by Michael Ronnen Satdie 

ROLLY-MICHAUX GALLERY (617-536- 
9898), 290 Dartmouth St., Boston. Tues.-Fri 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Feb. 28: “Braque, Chagall, Sonia De 
launay, Miro, Picasso, and Roualult 

SOCIETY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS (617-266- 


1810), 175 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Jan. 5: “Our Cups Runneth Over 

ST. GEORGE GALLERY (617-450-0321), 245 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Thurs., Sat 


10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Fri, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun., 1- 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Faces and Places. 


UPSTAIRS AT JOHNSONS ART GALLERY | 


Boston 
8:30 am 


(617-536-4065) 
Mon.-Fri, 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m 


355 Newbury St 
Sat 


1 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Johnson's Staff Exhi- | 


bition 
VICTORIA MUNROE FINE ART (617-523- 
0661) 59 Beacon St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 


11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Contemporary and historical | 


drawings. Through Jan. 18: “Drawing for De- 


sign: Architectural, Industrial and Decorative | 


Arts.” 
VOSE GALLERIES (617-536-6176), 238 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri, 8 a.m.- 


5:30 p.m., Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Jan. 15 
The Work of Aiden Lassell Ripley.” 


SOUTH END 
ALLSTON SKIRT GALLERY (617-482-3652), 
450 Harrison Ave. #303, Boston. Wed.-Sat., 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 28: new work by | 


Tony Gray; “Karolyn Hatton: Wild Thing.” 
ARS LIBRI (617-357-4212) 
Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Permanent collection features 
rare and scholarly books in the fine arts 
BERENBERG GALLERY (617-536-0800), 4 
Clarendon St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
6 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Recollections: Rose 
deSmith Greenman and Turid Elgstrom-Lin- 
dahl 

BERNARD TOALE GALLERY (617-482- 
2477), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston. Tues.-Sat 


10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Preview 
Review 
BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS Mills 
Gallery (617-426-5000 39 Tremont St 
B Wed.-Sur 1 hurs t 7 
O } K nP. 
r Rest R Privacy & Cc 


sciousness 

GENOVESE/SULLIVAN GALLERY (617-426 
9738), 47 Thayer St., Boston. Tues.-Sat 

10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 7: “Bert An- 
tonio: Drawings”; “Catherine Carter: Objects 

Hanako Nakazato: Ceramics 

HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN ART (617- 
442-8204) 2164 Washington St., Boston 
Wed.-Sat., noon-6 p.m. Through March 1 
Baule Sculpture 

OHT GALLERY (617-423-1677), 450 Harrison 
Ave., 3rd Fi., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 21: “12 and Under 
Small Works 

SOUTH END BRANCH LIBRARY (617-536- 
8241), 685 Tremont St., Boston. Mon., Wed.- 
Thurs., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Tues., noon-8 p.m 

Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Through 
Dec. 24: “in the Dunes 


DOWNTOWN 
ARTEMIS GALLERY (617-338-4122), 92 
South St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m 
extended hours to 8 p.m. on Thurs. Ongoing 
18th and 19th century Chinese furniture. Now 
on view: “New Chinese Works”; works from 
Quin Feng’s “Original Sound” series, and “lyri- 
cal” scrolls by Fei Yang 
BOSTON CITY HALL Scoliay Square Gallery 
617-635-3245). City Hall Plaza, Bostor 
Mon.-Fri 
Mayor's Art Gallery. Through Jan. 10 
Laura Davidson: Handmade Books and Paint- 


9a.m.-5 





ngs 
GALLERY KATZ (617-423-6328), 450 Harr 
son Ave., third floor, Boston. Tues.-Sat 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 21: “Michael 
Yoder: Post 


GOETHE-INSTITUT BOSTON (617-262- 
6050), 170 Beacon St., Boston. Mon.-Thurs 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 30: “Wanda Ries 
Constructions and Collages 

MARIO DIACONO GALLERY (617-560- 
1608), 500 Harrison Ave., Boston Tues.-Sat 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 28: “Lisa Ruyter 
The Sun Also Rises 

ONI GALLERY (617-542-6983), 684 Washing- 
ton St., Boston. Wed.-Sun., 2-8 p.m. Through 
Dec. 22: “Justin Lieberman: The Dishwasher's 
Song 

OSP GALLERY (617-778-5265), 450 Harrison 
Ave., #304, Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 25: “The Fall Line: Intuition & 
Necessity in Contemporary Abstract Drawing 
PARADISE LOUNGE (617-562-8814), 967 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Nightly, 5 p.m. to late 


560 Harrison | 





PETER BUCHMAN’S WALLFLOWER is part of a two-person exhibit by Buchman 


and Karen Ganz at Kidder Smith Gallery through January 14. 


Through Dec. 25: “Mikey Welsh: Infections.” 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 





Cambridge St., Inman Sq., Cambridge. Wed.- | 


Sun., 1-7 p.m.; Tues., 1-10 p.m. Through Dec CAPE COD 


22: “Rarely Captured: The Bread and Puppet | 


Theater.” 


ART MARKET GALLERY (617-442-8482), 36 | 


South St., Jamaica Plain. Thurs.-Fri., 4-7 p.m 
Sat.-Sun., noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 29: “Patti 
Hudson: Masks”; “Mike Carroll: Paintings.” 
THE CHELSEA CITY (617-884-9887), 173 
Washington Ave., Chelsea. Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m.- 
noon; Sat., 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
Christine Wendel Farrugia: Waves 

ELIAS FINE ART (617-783-1888), 120 Brain- 
tree St., Rear, Allston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 21: “Asphalt 

GALLERY AT GREEN STREET (617-5 
9000), 141 Green St., Jamaica Plain. Wed 


Tues.-T 





Sat., noon-5 p.n 6-9 pn 


ugh Dec. 22: paintings by 
MOBIUS (617-542-7416), 354 


Bostor 


n 
3 





Nod .Cat nnor 
Wed.-Sal., n¢ 


4: “Ann Tracy: Core 


CAMBRIDGE 

SOMERVILLE 

WATERTOWN 

ART INTERACTIVE (617-498-0100), 130 
Bishop Allen Dr., Cambridge. Sat.-Sun 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 5: “Time Share 
Interactivity and the Perception of Time 
CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL ARTS CEN- 
TER (617-577-1400), 41 Second St., Cam- 
bridge. Mon.-Fri., 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through 
Dec. 19: “Dancer's Eye: Joan Green Watercol- 
ors 

GALLERY AT BOSTON BIOMEDICAL RE- 
SEARCH INSTITUTE (617-658-7700), 64 
Grove St., rear entrance, Watertown. Mon.- 
Fri., 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 21: “I 
Gillis Murray: The Art of Special Places 
MARK GALLERY (617-576-6275), 141 Huron 
Ave., Cambridge. Sat., noon-6 p.m.; Wed.- 
Fri., call for hours. Through Dec. 23: “The 
Gift 

MIDDLE EAST (617-864-EAST), 472 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours. Through 
Dec. 31: works by Philip A. Mackenzie and 
Stefan Barton 

MUDFLAT POTTERY STUDIO (617-628- 


0589), 149 Broadway, Somerville. Mon.-Fri 
5-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Dec. 15: “Open Studio and Sale 


OUT OF THE BLUE GALLERY (617-354- 
5287), 106 Prospect St., Cambridge. Mon.- 
Sun., noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “New Lo 
cation Grand Opening Show 

SACRAMENTO ST. GALLERY (617-349- 
6287), 20 Sacramento St., Cambridge. Mon.- 
Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 20: “Small 
Works: 59 Artists. 

SOPRAFINA (617-498-0999), 99 Beacon St 
Somerville. Wed.-Sat., noon-6 p.m.; Sun., 1 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 12: paintings by Nancy 
Dyer Mitton 

STEBBINS GALLERY (617-576-0131), 0 
Church St., Cambridge. Call for hours 
Through Dec. 24: “Holiday Show 

1369 COFFEEHOUSE CENTRAL SQUARE 
(617-576-4600), 757 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
Daily, 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Through Dec. 31: paint 
ings by Angela Warner 

UNIVERSITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
GALLERY (617-864-9754), 66 Winthrop St 
Cambridge. Mon., 5-5:30 p.m.; Tues., 3:30- 
4 p.m.; Wed., 12:30-1 p.m. Through Jan. 6 


Arlyss Becker: WorldWideWomen 
ZEITGEIST GALLERY (617-876-6060), 1353 





BROOKLINE/NEWTON 
BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER (617-566- 
5715), 86 Monmouth St., Brookline. Mon.-Fri., 
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Through Dec. 22: Crafts 
Showcase 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-796-1360) 
330 Homer St., Newton. Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.- 
9 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 30: “Yuanan Cheng: Disap- 
peared City: Hutong Impressions 


SUBURBS: SOUTH 
SOUTH SHORE ART CENTER (78 
2787), 119 Ripley Rd., C 


Sun 


hasset 
4pm J 
ades of Gray: Na- 








)am.-4 p.m 
Dec. 31: “White, Black & Sh 


tional Juried Exhibition 


SUBURBS: NORTH 

BRUSH ART GALLERY (978-459-7819), 256 
Market St., Lowell. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m 
Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through Jan. 5: “Postin- 
dustrial |I: A Tribute to Lowell and Worcester's 
Industrial Past 

CHURCHILL GALLERY (978-462-9891), 6 
Inn St., Newburyport. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sun., 12:30-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
Holiday Gift Show 

ERLICH GALLERY (781-631-1202), 96 
Washington St., Marblehead. Tues.-Sat., 
10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 30: “Life and Still Life.” 

ESSEX ART CENTER (508-685-2343), 56 Is- 
land St., Lawrence. Tues.-Thurs., 10 a.m.- 
8 p.m.; Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 10 am- 
2 p.m. Through Jan. 10: “The Midlife Eye 
GALANT GALLERY (978-745-1001), 197 
Derby St., Salem. Call for hours. Ongoing 
‘Mary Rogers & Joel Levine: Where the Land 
Meets the Sea.” 

GALLERY OF MODERN ART (781-631- 
3204), 154 Washington St., Marblehead 
Thurs., 1:30-5 p.m., Fri. Sun.-Tues., noon 
5 p.m., Sat., noon-6 p.m. Ongoing: “Connec 
tions: Past, Present and Future,” works by 
Bernd Haussmann and Suzanne Ulrich 
MINGO GALLERY (978-927-5964), 252 
Cabot St., Beverly. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Jan. 10: “Natalie 
Umanita Bloom: Winter in New England.’ 
REVOLVING MUSEUM (978-937-2787), 22 
Shattuck St., Lowell. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m- 
4 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through Jan. 1 
Home-Made: Pioneers & Public Art 


SUBURBS: WEST 

ARLINGTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Gibbs Gallery (781-648-6220), 41 Foster St 
Arlington. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Jan. 3: “Inch x Inch 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK (508- 
647-0097), 31 Main St., Natick. Mon.-Sat 
noon-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-2 p.m. Through Dec 
30: “Digital Reality: Steve Gildea 

CLARK GALLERY (781-259-8303), Mall at 
Lincoln Station, 145 Lincoln Rd., Lincoin 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 24 
Salon Show 

DEPOT SQUARE GALLERY (781-863- 
1597), 1837 Mass. Ave., Lexington. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m 
Through Jan. 5: “Holiday Group Show 





FINE ARTS WORK CENTER (508-487-9960), 
24 Pearl St., Provincetown. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 1: “2002 Visual Arts Fel- 
lows Show.” 

OTISREIN GALLERY (978-356-6088), 7 S 
Main St., Ipswich. Thurs.-Mon., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Holiday Show.” 





PROVINCETOWN ART ASSOCIATION AND | 


MUSEUM (508-487-1750), 460 Commercial 
St., Provincetown. Daily, noon-5 p.m., Fri.- 
Sat., noon-10 p.m. Suggested donation $5, $2 
for seniors. Through Jan. 1: “2002 Visual Arts 
Fellows.” Through Jan. 12: “Small Works 
Through Feb. 23: “Portraits 

ROBYN WATSON GALLERY (508-487-3511 
432 Commercial St., Provincetown. Daily 


11 a.m.-11 p.m. Or Standing On the 


+ 


f Giants: Artists from the Outer 





Shoulders 


Cape's Past 


MUSEUMS  _ 


ARMENIAN LIBRARY AND MUSEUM OF 
AMERICA (617-926-2562), 65 Main St., Wa- 
tertown. Admission $2, free for children. Fri 
Sun., Tues., 1-5 p.m.; Tues., 7-9 p.m. Ongo- 
ing: “The Armenian Genocide: In Memoriam’ 
‘The Metal Art of Anatoli Avetian”; “Armenian 
Contemporary Art’; “Forgotten Heroes: The Ar- 
menian Legion and the Great War.” 

ART COMPLEX MUSEUM (781-934-6634) 
189 Alden St., Duxbury. Wed.-Sun., 1-4 p.m 


Free. Permanent collection features Shaker | 


furniture, prints, American paintings, and 
Japanese art. Through Jan. 12: “Gadgets, Giz- 


mos and Games”; “The Inner Eye: Pinhole | 


Photographs by Jesseca Ferguson”; “Rota- 
tions: Complex Tools and Inventions.” 


BOSTON BEER MUSEUM AND VISITORS’ 


CENTER (617-522-9080), 30 Germania St 
Jamaica Plain. Tours Thurs.-Fri. at 2 p.m.; Sat 


at noon, 1, and 2 p.m. Admission $2. View two | 


centuries of beer memorabilia and learn about 
the brewing process 
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617-536-5400) 
Copley Sq., Boston. Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.- 
9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Art and Architecture tours offered Mon 
2:30 p.m.; Tues., Thurs., 6 p.m.; Fri-Sat 
11. a.m.; Sun., 2 p.m 

- Deferrari Hall (ext. 2336). Through Dec. 29 
The Missing Generation: Orphans and 
Guardians in Africa.” 

McKim Orientation Rm. (ext. 2217) 
Through Jan. 10: “Bilbao: Transformation of a 
City 
CAPE COD MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTO- 
RY (800-896-3867), 869 Rte. 6A, Brewster 
Mon.-Sat., 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sun., 11 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m. Admission $5, $2 for children. The 
Museum runs programs, walks, classes, and 
field schools on its three nature trails through 
woodlands, salt marsh, unspoiled beach, and 
Cape Cod’s largest herring run. Indoor exhibits 
represent the Cape’s native surroundings 
from reptiles and insects to shells, minerals 
and fossils, and include both the Clarence Hay 
Library for natural history information and an 
on-site archaeology lab. Ongoing: “The Cape 
Takes Shape”; “What About Whales? 

CAPE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (508-385- 
4477), Cape Playhouse, Rte. 6A, Dennis Vil- 
lage. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1- 
5 p.m. Admission $7; free for ages 16 and 










under and on Sat. before 1 p.m. The perma- 
nent collection features works by Ross Moffett 
Arthur Diehl, William Paxton, Arnold Geissbuh- 
ler, Oliver Newberry Chaffee, and Sig Purwin 
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM (617-426-6500), 300 
Congress St., Boston. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Fri. until.9 p.m. Admission $7, $6 for children 2 
to 15 and seniors, $2 for one year-olds. Admis- 
sion $1 on Fri. from 5 to 9 p.m. Free parent- 
child activities include “ZOOMSci challenge 
from 3-5 p.m. on Fri. and 2-4 p.m., Sat.- 
Sun.,"Come Sing and Dance” at 11 a.m. on 
Wed. and Fft., “Explore and Discover Togeth- 
er’ at 2 p.m. on Wed., and “New Balance 
Climb,” ongoing. Current exhibits include 
‘AlRplay: The Wonders of Wind & the Inflat- 
able Art of Jon Goldman,” “Boats Afloat,” fea- 
turing an. 800-galion Channel tank; “Arthur's 
World”; characters and settings from the PBS 
series, “Japanese House,” a two-story house 
from Kyoto; “Bubbles,” and “Construction 
Zone!,” a kid-sized indoor Big Dig-inspired 
construction site. Through June 1: “Alice's 
Wonderland.” 
COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM (617-727- 
9268), 220 Morrissey Bivd., Columbia Point 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.- 
3 p.m. Free admission. Ongoing: “Archaeology 
of the Central Artery: Highway to the Past’ 
“Through the Eyes of Baystaters: Massachu- 
sett’s Experience in the Civil War.’ 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM (617-781-259-8355) 
51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lincoln. Tues.-Sun 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $4 for students, 
seniors, and children. Ongoing: “Cindy 
Sedimeyer: This is Not a Cloud.” Through May 
11: “Rona Pondnick New Work.” Through Jan 
“Necee Regis: Flight Patterns.” Through Feb 
23: “Painting in Boston: 1950-2000"; “Looking 
at Ground Zero: Photographs by Kevin Bubris- 
ki”; “The Ambient Electron: Abstract Video Art.” 
— The 35-acre Sculpture Park is open daily 
8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Recent additions include 
David Berry's “Sphere IV.” 
DREAMS OF FREEDOM (617-338-6022), 
One Milk St., Boston. Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission $7.50, $6.50 for students 
and seniors, $3.50 for youth 6-18. Multi-media 
exhibition sub-titled “A Virtual Passport 
Through Time,” featuring “Hub of the Uni- 
verse,” “Voyages,” “Passing Through Cus- 
toms,” and “The Immigrant Experience.” 
Through Jan. 12: “Muslim Artists East and 
West.” 
ERIC CARLE MUSEUM OF PICTURE BOOK 
ART (413-658-1100), 125 West Bay Rd 
Amherst. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 
noon-4 p.m. Features picture book art from 
around the world. Through Jan. 12: “Maurice 
Sendak: Inside Out.” Through Feb.: “The Birth 
of a Book: Robert Ingpen.” Through March 23 
‘The Colorful World of Eric Carle.” 
FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM (978-345-4207) 
Merriam Pkwy., Fitchburg. Tues.-Fri., noon- 
4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $5 
$3 for seniors, free for students and children 
Through Dec. 29: “A Nation Mourns & Artists 
Respond.” Through Jan. 12: “Adams and 
Porter: On the Road”; “Faces & Places: Works 
from the Permanent Collection 
FRANKLIN PARK ZOO (617-541-LION 
Park Rd., Boston. Daily, 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission $9.50, $8 for seniors, $5 for 
ages 2-15, plus $1 for admission to Butterfly 
Landing. Home to over 150 species of mostly 
endangered or threatened animals including 
snow leopards, “Giraffe Savannah”, “Kalahari 
Kingdom”; “Butterfly Landing”; “Tropical For- 
est", “Australian Outback Trail”; and “Bongo 
Congo” featuring bongo antelope, zebras, os- 
trich, ibex, auodad sheep and vultures 
FULLER MUSEUM OF ART (508-588-6000) 
455 Oak St., Brockton. Tues.-Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for seniors and stu- 
dents, free for children under 18. Permanent 
collection features over 4,000 pieces of 19th 
and 20th century American art and crafts 
GIBSON HOUSE MUSEUM (617-267-6338), 
137 Beacon St., Boston. Built in 1859 and pre- 
served as a legacy of the Victorian era, the 
Museum is open for tours Sat.-Sun at 1, 2, and 
3p.m 
HARRISON GRAY OTIS HOUSE (617-227- 
3956), 141 Cambridge St., Boston. Wed.-Sun 
1 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 for seniors, 
$2.50 for children. Designed by Charles 
Bulfinch in 1796 and restored in the 1970's. 
the grand mansion provides insight into the so- 
cial, business, and family life of the American 
elite in the New Republic. Guided Tours of the 
house are Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m.-4 p.m. on the 
hour (all visitation is guided) 
HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES (978-744- 
0991), 54 Turner St., Salem. Mon.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission 
$8, $7 for seniors, $6 for ages 6-17, free for 
ages 5 and under. The House of the Seven 
Gables, the inspiration for Nathaniel 
Hawthorne's novel, is the oldest 17th-century 
mansion remaining in New England. Furnish- 
ings include furniture and artifacts spanning 
three centuries, including Hawthorne memora- 
bilia. The grounds also contain Hawthorne's 
birthplace, a 19th-century counting house, pe- 
riod gardens, and a visitor center with interac- 
tive video, orientation programs, and garden 
cafe. Currently on view: “Digging Up the Past 
330 Years of Salem's History at the House of 
the Seven Gables”; “Images of the Seven 
Gables: Paintings, Prints, and Photographs of 
Salem's Most Illuminated Home.” 
INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART (617- 
266-5152), 955 Boylston St., Boston. Wed 
Fri., noon-5 p.m.; Thurs., noon-9 p.m.; Sat.- 
Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $7, $5 for sen- 
iors and students, free for children under 12 
free after 5 p.m. on Thurs. Established in 1936 
as the first non-collecting contemporary art in- 
Stitution in the U.S. Through Dec. 31: “Alice 


Franklin 























Swinden Carter: ICA Artist Prize”; “Chen Zhen 
inner Body Landscapes 

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM 
(617-566-1401), 280 The Fenway, Boston 
Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10 ($11 
on Sat.-Sun.), $7 for seniors, $5 for students 
with ID, free for ages 18 and under. The muse 
um, built in the style of a 15th-century Venetian 
palace, houses more than 2500 art objects, with 
emphasis on Italian Renaissance and 17th-cen- 
tury Dutch works. Among the highlights are 
works by Rembrandt, Botticelli, Raphael, Titiar 
and Whistler. Guided tours given Fridays at 
2:30 p.m. Through Jan, 5: “Episodes: Bus Park 
& Forevermore: Nari Ward 

JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 
(617-514-1600), Morrissey Bivd., Columbia 
Point, Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$8, $6 for students and seniors, $4 for ages 13- 
17, free for ages 12 and under. Exhibitions por 
traying the life, leadership, and legacy of Presi 
dent Kennedy through memorabilia, video pre 
sentations, and settings. Ongoing: “Attorney 
General Robert F. Kennedy”, “Jacqueline Bou- 
vier Kennedy: First Lady”; “John Glenn and the 
Space Race”; “The Cuban Missile Crisis”; “The 
Nixon v. Kennedy Presidential Race"; “The 
Struggle for Civil Rights”; “Mrs. Kennedy's Tour 
of the White House”, “The Kennedy Family 
Jacqueline Kennedy Travels Abroad.” Through 
May 15: “On the Brink: John F. Kennedy and 
the Cuban Missile Crisis 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE (617-566-7937), 83 Beals St 
Brookline. Wed.-Sun., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admis: 
sion $3, free for ages 16 and under. President 
Kennedy (born in 1917) and his family lived in 
this restored nine-room house until 1927. It was 
the first home shared by the president's father 
and mother, Joseph P. and Rose Fitzgerald 
Kennedy, and re-creates the social and political 
beginnings of one of the world’s most prominent 
families 

LONGFELLOW NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 
(617-876-4491), 105 Brattle St Cambridge 
Wed.-Sun., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admission $3 
free for 15 and younger. Built in 1759, this 
Georgian mansion is where George Washing- 
ton planned the siege on Boston during the 
Revolutionary War and later served as home to 
poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Ranger- 
guided tours throughout the day 

LONGYEAR MUSEUM (800-277-8943), 1125 
Boy!ston St. Rte. 9, Brookline. Mon., Wed.-Sat 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m. Free admission 
Museum exhibits explore the life of Christian 
Science founder Mary Baker Eddy through arti 
facts, manuscripts, books, and the biographical 
history of early workers in the Christian Science 
Church circa 1910. Located on 8 acres includ 
ing flower gardens, a fountain, pool, and stat 
ues. Now open: “Mary Baker Eddy: A Spiritual 
Journey 

LORING-GREENOUGH HOUSE (617-524 
3158), 12 South St., Jamaica Plain. Open for 
tours Tues., Sat., 10 a.m.-noon. Donation $3. A 
pre-Revolutionary house on the National Regis 
ter of Historic Places decorated in period fur 
nishings, costumes, and objets d'art 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF CONTEM- 
PORARY ART (413-664-4481), 87 Marshall 
St., North Adams. Daily, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Admis- 
sion $7, $5 for seniors and students. $2 for 
ages 6-16; free for ages 5 and under. Ongoing 


J.Otto: Year's Supply of Turtle Wax"; “Joseph 
Beuys: Lightning with Stag in Its Glare”; “Sound 


Art at MASS MoCA 
MUSEUM OF AFRO AMERICAN HISTORY 
(617-742-1854), 46 Joy St., Boston. Mon.-Sat 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free admission. Collection in- 
cludes documents, artifacts, and art works per- 
taining to the African American experience in 
New England. Includes the African Meeting 
House, the oldest standing black church in 
America; and the Abeil Smith School, Boston's 
first public school for Black children and an 
early home of the Abolitionist movement 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-267-9300), 465 
Huntington Ave., Boston. Sat.-Tues., 10 a.m.- 
4:45 p.m., Wed.-Fri., 10 a.m.-9:45 p.m. West 
Wing only open Thurs.-Fri. after 5 p.m. Admis 
sion $15, $13 for seniors and students, free for 
ages 17 and under during non-school hours. 
Voluntary contribution after 4 p.m. on Wed 
Mon.-Fri.; introductory walks through all collec 
tions begin at 10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.; “European 
Paintings and Decorative Arts Walks” begin at 
11:30 a.m.; “American Painting and Decorative 
Arts Walks” begin at 12:30 p.m.; “Art of the An- 
cient World (Classical and Egyptian) Walks 
begin at 1 p.m.; “Art of Asia Walks” begin at 2 
p.m; introductory is also offered Wed. at 
6:15 p.m., Sat. at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., and 
Sun. at 1:30 p.m 
Permanent Gallery 





Installations: “Late Gothic 





Gallery,” featuring a restored 15th-century 
stained glass dow from Hampton Court 
14th- and 15th-century stone, alabaster, and 


pol ood sculptures from France and 
the Netherlands; “Mummy Mask Gallery,” a 
newly renovated Egyptian gallery, features 
primitive masks dating from as far back as 2500 
B.C.; “European Decorative Arts from 1950 to 
the Present”; “John Singer Sargent: Studies for 
MFA and Boston Public Library Murals 
Exhibitions: Ongoing: “Earth Transformed 
Chinese Ceramics from the MFA”; “Contempo- 
rary American Glass”; “The Alan and Simone 
Hartman Collection of English Silver 1680- 
1760: The Huguenot Legacy”; “Vietnamese Ce- 
ramics”; “The Art of Africa, Oceania, and the An- 
cient Americas”; “New Egyptian Funerary Arts 
and Ancient Near East Galleries’? “Renault's 





ome 








Automedon”: “American Traditions: Art of the 
People”; “Face to Face with the Builder of the 
Great Pyramid.” Through Jan Sargent's 
Sisters.” Through Jar b 

F Tt Feb. 23: “L nd 

ye T Sr RSVP: Sara 








French Landscape from Corot to Monet 

Gallery lectures are free with museum ad 
mission. Sun.: at 2 p.m., “Poets Tell of Christ 
mas” presented by Henry Augustine Tate 
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE (617-723-2500), S 
ence Park, Boston. Sat.-Thurs., 9 ? p.m 
Fri., 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Admission $12 $10 for sen 
iors, $9 for ages 3-11. The Museum feature 
the Theater of Electricity (with indoor thunder 
and-lightning shows daily at noon and 2 p.r 
and on Fri. at 7 p.m.) and more than 600 hands 
on exhibits. Ongoing: “A Bird's World”; “D 
nosaurs: Modeling the Mesozoic”; “Current Sci 
ence & Technology 
Amazing Natural Mysteries”; “Cahners 
ComputerPlace”: “The Virtual Fish Tank"; “The 
Light House: Beaming, Bouncing, and Bending 
Light”; “Messages”; “Science in the Park: Play 
ing with Forces and Motion”; “Human Body 
Connection”; “The Computing Revolutior 
Through Jan 4: “Cosmic Questions 
March 30: “The Quest for immortality 
sures of Ancient Egypt 

Admission to Omni, laser, and planetarium 
shows is $8, $6 for ages 3-11 and seniors. Now 
screening: “Skyfire: Wonders of the Atmos 


a.m 


Center’; “Journey int 


Caves 


Througt 
Trea 


phere” Planetarium show. “Laser Ozzfest As 
sault,” Thurs.-Sat., 915 p.m. “Laser Rush 
Thurs., Sun., 8 p.m. “Space Odyssey,” Fri 
Sun., 5:30 p.m. “Laser Led Zeppelin,” Fri-Sat 


of the Moon 


=lectrolyte,” Sun 


8 p.m. “Laser Floyd: Dark Side 
Fri.-Sat., 10:30 p.m. “Laser 
9:15 p.m. Ongoing: “Friday Night Stargazing 
Fri., 8:30 p.m.; “Welcome to the 
daily 

MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION (617-522 
6547), Larz Anderson Park, 15 Newton St 
Brookline. Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admis- 
sion $5, $3 for seniors, students, and ages 6- 
16. Exhibits focus on the automobile and its role 
in American society. Ongoing: “New England 
Paves the Way.” Through Sept., 2003: “New 
England Paves the Way 

NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKETBALL HALL 
OF FAME (413-781-6500), 1150 West Colum 
bus Ave., Springfield. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad- 
mission $10, $6 for youth 7 to 14, children free 
A 48,000 square foot, three-level museum high- 
lighting all levels of the game, featuring a virtu- 
al-reality game, interactive video monitors, a 
movie theater, hoop shoot-out, and historic 
memorabilia. Ongoing: “Freedom To Play: The 
Life & Times of Basketball’s African-American 
Pioneers 

NATIONAL CENTER OF AFRO-AMERICAN 
ARTISTS (617-442-8614), 300 Walnut Ave 
Roxbury. Tues.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $4, $3 
for students and seniors. Ongoing: “Aspelta: A 
Nubian King's Burial Chamber 
NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM (781 


Universe 








861 








6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lexington. Mon.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Free admis 
sion. Ongoing: “Lexington Alarm’d,” an introduc- 
tion tc Colon al Lexin exploring the town’s 
connection to the Revolutionary War; “Made ir 
Massachusetts;” “To Build and Sustair 
Freemasons in American Community.” Througt 


Jan. 5: “Lions & Eagles & Bulls: Early American 
Tavern & Inn Signs from the Connecticut Histor- 
ical Society.” Through Jan. 19: “Kings, Queens 
and Statesmen: Autographs from the G. Ed 
ward Elwell, Jr., Collection.” Through Feb. 23 
Enterprising Women: 250 Years of American 
Business.” Through May: “Winners and Losers 
Handerkerchiefs and Bandannas from Presi 
dential Campaigns 
NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM (617-973-5200 

ntral Wharf, Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.r 
Sat Sun., 9 am.-6 p.m 
$11.50 for seniors, $7.50 for ages 3-11 
children under 3, More than 70 exhibits featur- 
ing aquatic animals from Boston Harbor to the 
Amazon River. Includes the 200,000-gallon 
giant ocean tank, with sharks, moray eels, 600 
pound sea turtles, and hundreds of other 
Caribbean creatures. Pick up a hermit crab or 
watch vets care for animals in the Aquariun 
Medical Center 

Now open: “Living Links: Choices for Sur 
vival” with baby sea turtles, poison arrow frogs. 
and rare tropical fish that shows how people af- 
fect aquatic life both postively and negatively 

around the world 

NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM (413 
4100), Rte. 143, Stockbridge. Daily, 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission $10, free for ages 18 and 
under when accompanied by an adult. The Mu 
seum houses Rockwell's studio. and the world’s 
largest collection of his paintings. Ongoing: “My 


Admission $13.50 
free for 





298- 








Adventures as an tilustrator.” Through March 2 
Inside Story: The Magazine lilustration of Nor 
man Rockwell.” Through Jar Normar 
Rockwell's Art for the Book: Willie was Differ 
ent.” Thr Jan 26: “Dancing by the Light of 





the Moon: The Art of Fred Marcell 


OLD NORTH CHURCH | 





Boston. Daily, 9 a.n f 
r ages 15 and under. Built 
est church continues as an active 
Episcopal C n with services every Sunday 


OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE (617-482- 
6439), 310 Washington St., Boston. Daily 
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 for students 

children 
oric site built in 1729 as a Puritan house of 
worship, the tan House served as the loca 
tion for meetings of Colonial revolutionaries 
leading up to the war for independence. Ongo 
ing: “Voices of Protest”, “Behind the Scaffold- 
ing”; “If These Walls Could Speak 

OLD STATE HOUSE (617-720- 3290), 206 
Washington St., Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Admission $5, $4 for students and seniors, $1 
for ages 6-18. Oggoing exhibits detail the histc 

y of Boston during the Revolution, the history 


and seniors, $1 for A museum and his 














of firefightir the John Hancock family, inns 
and taverns, and the t 
Judicial C Als 
ibra hotograr e CE 
a: “A A 
ic vv v¥ 





A Sound and Light Show 
ORCHARD HOUSE/HOME OF THE ALCOTTS 





978-369-4118), 399 Lexingtor Concord 
Mon.-F 11 am-3 ¢ 7 
4:30 o.m.: Su 430 ¢ n $6. $5 
for s t seniors, $ 7. free 
ages 5 and under. Hi tis and 
the site where Louisa May Alcott wrote Liftle 


Women in 1868. Features personal objects and 











furnishings that belonged t tt family 
the Concord School of Philosophy, and histor 
al programs and exhibiti The mt p 
fers a variety of guided 5 history” tours 
PAUL REVERE HOUSE 617-523-2338 
North Sq., Bost < 

f Admission $ ¢ 
seni $1 f hildr Re th-centu 
house owned by Re j 5 the Re 
ary War. Next do Why, “ees 
House, a Georgian t 1b : 
1744 


PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (978-745-950 
East India Square, Liberty & Es 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sur on-S f 


Admission $10, $8 for seniors and students 


ex ST Salerr 











free for ages 16 and under. Museum complex 
on two adjacent city blocks features 30 gal 
leries, art and architecture from America, Asia 
and the Pacific, historic house tours, and a re 
search libre m. Ongoing: “A Work in Progress 
The New Museum”: “A Folk Art Sampler”: “The 
Saltonstal F amily Portraits”; “Three t 

of Salem Architecture”; “St 

Copeland Collec f Ct 4 F 
ures.” Through Feb. 18: “Bohnchang Koo: Ma 
terworks of Contemporary Korean Photoara 


pny 
Liberty Street Building. The museum fea 








tures a collection of marine pair 5 and draw 

ineries devoted to porcel lacquerwa 

ivory, furniture, and silver of the China Trade 
Essex Street Building. Gardens, hist 





houses dating back to 1684, and a researct 
brary. Museum features silver 
ramics, portraits and landscape paintings, and 
dolls and toys. Permanent exhibitions: “Days of 
Judgment,” an exhibition cc 
300th anniversary of the Salem Witch Trials 
Guided tours of the John Ward House (1684 
the Georgian Crowninshield-Bentley House 
(1727), and the Federal Gardner-Pingree 
House (1804) 

SOMERVILLE MUSEUM (617 
Westwood Rd., Somerville. Thurs., 2-7 p.r 
Fri., 2-5 p.m.; Sat 
See with Your Eyes 
il) 

SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENGLAND (978 


52-6775), 25 Shattuck St., Lowell. Tue 


giass and 


ymmemorating the 


-666-9810 


noon-5 p.m. Through Jar 
Not with Your Hands (Part 





Sports The Greater Lo 





Valley Sports Tradition 
by Bill Chapman 


SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENGLAND AT 
THE FLEETCENTER ( 





617-624-1234 








way St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m p.m 
Sun.. noon-5 Admission $5, $4 f 
and ages 6-17, free for ages 6 and under. A 
owcase for Boston sports hist vith ex 
ded the Celtics, Bru Bo 
Garden. anc etCenter. Currently 





view: “Ted Williams: An American Her 
STERLING AND FRANCINE CLARK ART IN- 
STITUTE (413-458-2303), 225 South St 


Williamstown lection « 





Museum's cc 
French Impressionist 
30 by Renoir, plus American works by 


uding over 
Homer 


paintings, incl 








Sargent, Cassatt, and Remington, as well a: 
extensive collections of prints, drawings, silver 
and sculpture. Open daily., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad 


mission $10, free for 18 and under. Through 
April 27: “Tadao Ando: Architect 
STONE PARK Z00 (781-438-5100), 149 Pond 


St., Stoneham. Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat 
Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $6, $5 e 
iors, $4 for children. Home to over nine animal 
exhibits including a herd of bison, a colony of 
flamingoes Ongo na 
Snowy Owl Creek": “Touchable Barnyard 

USS CONSTITUTION MUSEUM (617-426 
1812), Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston. Daily 
10 am Free admission 
Around the Wo n Old lronsides h 
the Constitution's diplomatic 


Lo x Bek 





and spider monkeys 


Ongoing 


5 p.m 





mission 


1e Waterline: Preservi 












whick ores past and 
f the Ongoing: “Old | 
War and Peace”, “Strengthening Old tronside 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM | 508-799-440¢ 
55 Salisbury St., Worceste eg Fri. Si 
11 ar Ir een 14 p.m.: Sa 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $8, $6 for seniors and 
students, free for ages 17 and under. Admissi 
free on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. The museurr 
extensive collection of Asian art ir 
e, Japanese, Indian, and Isiamic gal 
leries. Korean ceramics from the 5th and 6th 
centuries are on display 


The Marianne E. Gib 
includes works by John Singleton 
Robert Fulton, and Ed- 
ward Savage. Through Dec. 22: “Norman 
Bluhm Drawings.” Through Jan 12: “Faculty Ex- 
hibition.” Ongoing: “Wall at WAM: Julian Opie 

Through Jan 26: “Mask or Mirror? A Play of Por- 


traits 


photography — 





son Gallery 
Copley, James Peale 


BLACK AND waere INC ( 641), 295 
Huntington Ave f Bost Call f 
hours. Tt E De 


Ajit 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY T 








CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL ARTS ate 
TER (617-577-1400), 4 











bridge. Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Tr 
Dec. 20: “Keeping Jazz Alive 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM (617-781-259- 

Sandy Ff R l T 

7 [ Ad $B S 

' ‘ f 
7 { Pr Ke 
ECLIPSE GALLERY (¢ 47-£ 4N 

second fi., Bos ) 

Of Tr gh Jan. 4: “Pura da Pure 
Leah Kennedy: Hand Colored Photography 
FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM 978-345-4 
185 Elm St, Fitchburg. Tues.-Fi., 11 an 
4f Sat.-Sun., noc Adi $3, $ 
f SE tre tudent fr 
Through Jar Adams and O'Keeffe On tt 
Road: Rare and Previou#y Unseen Proof 
Eliot Porter: Landscap East and W 
Faces and Places: Select from the Pe 


nent Collection 


FORT POINT ARTS COREY GALLERY 














Mon.-f f 
a Ralph M 4Na ha 
Mar mages of Death Valley 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RADCLIFFE 
COLLEGE, Cambridgé 
— Busch-Reisinger Museum (617-495-9406 
1 1 Adr 
$e eniors a dents, free | 
tt >t y 18. F t Od | 
T T f Feat 
tral and Northe E pean art 19 late 
fie Renaissa 1 Barog pt 
16th-century paint an 3th-cent f 
ain. Features a collect f 20th tury G 
man wor Tr sgh Feb. 23: “Wolfgang T 
lar 
— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts (61 
495-3251), 24 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 9 ar 
11:30 p.m.: Sun., noon-11:30 p.m. Through De 
19: “VES Student Show and Sale.” Througt 


Jan. 19: “Duo: Oliver Jackson/Marty Ehriict 


MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECH- 


NOLOGY, Cambridge 
T cr i f 
Ad $5. $2 f 
and youth 5-18. Ongoing: “F 
The Work { Doc Edgerto 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (¢ 67-9 4¢ 
1:4 p.m., Wed.-F 1 m.-9:4 
tributic 1 4 iT } 
Feb. 23: “Lens Landscat pt phs t 
Anse! Adams, Pa Stra f " 
E e, Hir 
h Fet The F g 
Sheeler: American Moderr 
NEW ART Conven IN NEWTON € 64 
Wa jton Park, Newtonville i 
Scratchbc oards. Pain ind Photog apt 





J 


NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL OF PHOTOGRA- 


PHY jallery One (617-437-1868 
Ave Bost Mon-Fri 9am. " Th yt 
Jan. 30: “Workshop Exhibitior 


NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-552-714 
330 Homer St., Newton. Mon.-Thurs 


9 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 9 am.-5 


f 
Through Dec. 30: “Kate 
Zone Plate Pinholes 


Sur on-5 fF 


Hudec: Shared Code 


PANOPTICON GALLERY (781-647-0100), 435 
Moody St., Waltham. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.r 
Through Feb. 15: photographs by Nubar Alexa 
iar 


PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY 
AND ETHNOLOGY (617-496-1027), 11 Divinity 





Ave., Cambridge. Please call for at 
March: “Charles Fletcher Lumr Southwest 
em Portraits, 1888-1896 


PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CENTER AT 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617-353-0700), 602 


Comm. Ave.. Boston. Tues.-Sun.. 1 5 pn 








and s 





spectives: Pt 
lection.” Through Jan. 12: “Two Views: Ly 
1369 COFFEEHOUSE INMAN SQUARE 61 
369 Cambridge St., Cambridgs 


Call for t Through Dec. 31: “Photoorant 
5. I igh t J 


7¢ 369 


S t V 


WEST ROXBURY BRANCH LIBRARY 


M. hurs 85 T Ved. 1 
C n.; Fri.-Sa a T J 





Peter Bates: Sig f Light, Sig 


schools & 
universities  _ 


ADDISON GALLERY AT PHILLIPS ACADEMY 
978-749-4015), Rte. 28 & Chapel Ave., Ar 
dover. Tues.-Sat., 10 . p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p. 











Permanent collection cludes works by 
Winslow Homer, Maud Mo gan, Allan Crite, and 
Justin Kirchoff. Through Dec. 22: “John O'Reilly 
Assemblies of Magic.” Th Dec. 29: “Fig 
ire/Space: Selected Works from the Addis 

ugh J Trisha Brown: Dance and Art ir 
Dialogue, 19€ 01 


ART INSTITUTE OF BOSTON AT LESLEY 
UNIVERSITY (617-58 
Boston. Mon.-Sat.. 9 am. 

Through Jan. 1 NordSpace: Exe 


BOSTON COLLEGE McM 





BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
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SALLY LING’S 


Gourmet Chinese Restaurant 
Recognized Nationally 


Now features Two Menus: 


Gourmet 


Vegetarian Menu 
New England's First 
Total Chinese Natural 
Vegetable Cuisine 


Regular 


Gourmet Menu 
with Poultry, Meats, Seafoods 





10 Langley Rd. 
Comer of Centre St. 
Newton Centre 


252-3000 
What's up at CMAC? 


yaatar ) , “y rwhyl 
usic. theater, dance. gallery exhibitions. 


& more 






















5 ie 


cambridge 


multicultural 
arts center 


Upcoming Events: 617.577.1400 x10 
wWww.cmacusa.org 








Restaurants 


by cuisine, 
or by location. 











Movies 
by title, 
by theatre, 
or by art film, 











Dance 
by “look at them dance” 
or “look at me I’m dancing!” 
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A Balkan restaurant that does well across the board 


MIKE MERGEN 


BY ROBERT NADEAU 


n preparation for oul coming war 

with lrag, this column will be tour- 

ing restaurants related to previous 
US interventions. This week, we have 
Sabur, owned by Harris Jusufbegovic, 
formerly of Bosnia. Sabur features “ex 
otic Mediterranean” food, some of it 
clearly Dalmatian, but none of it even 
slightly spotty. The Balkan dishes espe 
cially have the immediate lip-smacking 
appeal and savor of good Italian food, 
and won't seem exotic in any sense 
other than that most restaurant food 
just isn’t this good. The exoticism ap- 
pears mostly in the décor and chef 
Chris Kane’s interest in Moroccan and 
other Mediterranean cuisines. 

The breadbasket is full of slices of a 
hearty peasant loaf, just one kind but 
the right kind. You can dip this in some 
herbed olive oil, but save room for the 
meal that follows. Potato-and-celery- 
root cakes ($10) are — even during 
latke season — just the greatest veg- 
etable pancakes you've ever tasted, es- 
pecially with the spiced-pear salsa and 
the more-familiar sour cream. Grilled 
Balkan sausages ($7) are small, tender 
bites, obviously intended to be wrapped 
in the very fresh pita breads provided, 
with some of the sliced red onion, 
which brings out a mild lamb flavor. 
Grilled shrimp wrapped in vine leaves 
($9) are four large shrimp, very nicely 
done, although the dipping sauce, a 
“spicy saffron rouille” is very spicy in- 
deed. The only appetizer | wouldn't 
have every day was the roast-lamb soup 
with chickpeas and harissa spices ($4). 
Basically, the choice of Moroccan 
spices made for something that tasted 
like most people’s vegetarian chili, only 
with meat. (If you like vegetarian chili 
and don’t mind meat, this is your 
soup.) 

Salads come in two sizes — normal 
and enormous, judging by our small 
salad of field greens ($4), with a very 
lively lemon-juice dressing. 

The obvious entrée of choice is slow- 
open-hearth-roasted lamb ($17.75). 
This is kept going in a 
large pan with an exotic- 
looking domed top that 
sits on a grill in the din- 
ing room. The roasting 
is so slow that I didn’t 
realize the grill was ac- 
tually turned on until 
our waitress began tak- 
ing out the lamb for our 
platter. We had a large 
chunk of shank, with carrots, other 
root vegetables, and a sauce to die or 
kill for. 

But one shouldn’t miss the pan- 
roasted cod with polenta ($16.75). 
This turns out to be the classic Dalmat- 
ian-coast dish of fish baked slowly in a 
sauce of tomatoes, artichokes, mush- 
rooms, peppers, cured olives, and 
caper berries. Croatian fisherman 
brought this dish to San Francisco 
(where it became popular at the Tadich 
Grill and other early restaurants) and 
to Louisiana, where it may have influ- 
enced the thick Cajun “cou bouillon.” 
It’s a wonderful way to make scrod, a 
wonderful sauce on polenta (it would 
work on pasta as well), and just great 
eating. 

The special our night was venison 
($21.50), and it was splendid in a 
more generally European style. Game- 


Full bar 
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Fri. 5 p.m 
1 a.m.; and Sun, 11] 
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No valet parking: own parking lot 


4. Ramped access 








RARE TREAT: Sabur’s Balkan dishes are exotic in their lip-smacking appeal 


— most restaurant food just isn’t this good. 


farm venison is gamy only at the end of 
the aftertaste, and the chef’s challenge 
is to keep it from drying out, even 
when ordered medium-rare. Ours 
came as ordered and was as fork-ten- 
der as the seared 
sashimi tuna it re- 
sembled. What gami- 
ness it retained was 
set off with a cherry 
sauce and a pilaf with 
nuts and fruit (dates? 
figs?) that provided 
excellent contrast, 
along with some deli- 
cious, but salty, 
spinach. 

Veal medallions with porcini 
($17.75) are Mediterranean, if not ex- 
otic, and certainly delicious. The veal 
was a little chewy, but better flavored 
for it, and the dried wild mushrooms 
were excellent, as was the tangle of 
angel-hair pasta and the stir-fried snap 
peas. 

[ don’t recall when we’ve had such a 
consistent flight of entrées, and all of 
them wine-friendly. The list at Sabur is 
very good with this food, especially the 
by-the-glass Grgich posip ($6.25/ 25) 
This is a Croatian white, grown only on 
one island, but vinified by the celebrated 
California winemaker Mike Grgich 
(Yup, the Grgich Hills chardonnay guy.) 
In the glass it is very dry and grassy, like 
a pouilly-fuissé or Sancerre. A glass of 
McGuigan shiraz ($6.50/32) was soft 
as dating-bar merlot by comparison. 


We were rushing out to a show at 
the Somerville Theatre, but our serv- 
er suggested a quick taste of the spe- 
cial chocolate-chestnut cake with 
chestnut ice cream ($7) and the | 
glazed apricots ($5). The apricots 
were six bites of heavenly plumped- 
up fruit, stuffed with creamy mas- 
carpone and crunchy almonds. The 
cake was a handsome layer cake 
with a rich butter-cream filling — 
crunchy in every bite like a nut 
bread. The chestnut ice cream was 
really extraordinary, as sweet as pis- 
tachio but brightly flavored with 
fresh-roasted chestnuts. 

Service was quite good on a quiet 
Sunday night. Our waitress was also 
from Bosnia and knew the menu well, 
offering useful suggestions and plenty 
of water. The background music var- 
ied from what sounded like Balkan 
folk music to what was certainly Billie 
Holiday. Sabur’s dining room is dark 
and romantic, with a Bukhara rug 
over quarry tiles, and Turkish-looking 
lamps. The tables have copper tops; 
there are shelves of folk-art objects 
and one wonderfu!-looking shelf piled 
with square loaves of bread. Wouldn’t 
you feel just right coming into a road- 
side restaurant in Bosnia or Croatia 
and seeing a heap of breads like that? 
Sabur should make a show of cutting 
them up for diners’ breadbaskets. 


Robert Nadeau can be reached at 
RobtNadeau@aol.com. 
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JUMBO SEAFOOD n, (€ 
The following represent some of Greater Boston’s more noteworthy restaurants, some Boston 542-2823. $8-$13 (fresh fish priced per px 


Phoenix advertisers among them. Most of these listings have been distilled from our full-length 
reviews. Entrée prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant hours, credit-card policy, 
and liquor information are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 











ordinary pizza parlor. Outstanding ve-lank steamed seafood Hong K 
ishly topped with fresh ingre dishes like calaman with spicy salt 
PEARL VILLA, 25-27 Tyler St., Boston, (61 


Olives, an extre 


thin-crust piz 


restaurant invites you to slow down over cous- 
cous, or fresh seafood soups and stews. 












Boston 











KASHMIR, 279 Newbury St., Boston, (617) 536 dients. Try the bianco (topped with fresh arugula 

ALLSTON/BRIGHTON 1695. $15-$25 (lunch, $4-$6; buffet, $9 week and tomatoes). The tiramisu may be the best ir 8 $5-$20. Superb South Ct 

CAFE BELO, 181 Brighton Ave. (Brooks Plaza) days, $12 weekends). An Indian restaurant as town Malaysian food are the attractions in this small but 
Boston, (617) 783-4858. $4-$10, depending on beautifully decorated and designed as the fancy OUVES. 242 Don't miss the Malaea Lobak 
amount. Cafeterias are popular in Brazil, and so Thai restaurants. Plenty of wham in the food, too 1999. $15 expect a 1 pale description). live-tank 
are spit-roasted churrascaria meats. This big from the samosas and humble vegetarian cumies ong wait unless you're a cel worth every beautiful vegetables, and 
plain room has both: a buffet table of meat-'n’-taro up to the tandoori rack of lamb, presented with cent and minute. The pan-Me cuisine something fried. Hot pepper is mostly in the 
Brazilian faves, and a guy slicing fresh roast pork the chops impaled on swords. As the name sug- here is served with a shot of pure genius, making it sauce on the side. Refreshing fruit smoothies and 































ne of Boston's best (and most sophis 

ticated) eatenes. The dishes — from 
the classic Olives tart to the ‘falling 
ocolate cake” — are so inspired it's 
hard to believe they're not classics 


cold soups for dessert 
PENANG, 685-681 Washington St., Boston, (617 


451-6372. $5-$17. If you've 


and linguiga onto your plate. It's all 
$4.50 per pound. Nothing fancy, but 
the Brazilian expats and Allston 
college kids here are getting the 
best deal in the hemisphere 
CAMINO REAL, 48 Harvard Ave 
Allston, (617) 254-5088. $7-$19 
Don't let its location on the map 
confuse you: Colombian food is 
mountain fooc, not spicy stuff. It's 
mostly meat-and-potatoes, and 





been hesilating about 





Malaysian food, hesitate no more. P 
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much fun as the old Trader Vic's, and has mu 


‘Yes, it is possible to eat well without all the 
work on Christmas Eve. For example, Top of 
the Hub (Prudential Tower, Boston) is offer- 
ing a four-course menu, with items such as 
spicy lobster soup, pan-roasted salmon fil- 


nore interesting food. The sharpest flavors are ir 
CHINATOWN the roti canai appetizer, as well 
BIG FISH SEAFOOD, 18-20 Tyler St like the Penang popia and chicken satay. Lively er 
Boston, (617) 423-3288. $5-$16. Tr 
latest winner in Chinatown's race tc 
live-tank seafood, Big Fish get 
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most gringos love it at first bite. At . bright flavors from shell- f rendang emphas: : w England game and 
Camino Real, don't miss the let, grilled tenderloin of beef, baby-spinach whole steamed sea scallops, clams (or PHO PASTEUR, 682 Washington St. Bostor eatood, as well as wonderfully imaginative 
soups, the tostones (plantain eel) in black bean sauce, lobster witt 617) 482-7 $1 t in Nox Jesse ba aS tt ning ¢ { , . 
chips), the empanadas, the chick- salad, and gingerbread-chocolate bread ginger and scallion, spicy salted squid dle soups, beef or chicken b ft yesses ba burae ¢ 
en a la criolla, or the “rice with pudding. The special dinner, served from 5 or soft-shell crab), sautéed pea tendrils mix-ins. Als and WHITE STAR TAVERN, 565 Boyist t the bar hark 
shrimp.” And bring a serious ap- H or watercress). Find a sympathetic some, like “avocado juice” (actually a luscious milk Bost 17) 536-4477. $14-$19 ne ex en and rr 
we °| to 10 p.m. on December 24, is EE ee | ee eae so Gompeng asemeye rok 
THE ELBOW ROOM, 1430 Comm children). Call (617) 536-1775. nese menu of cold appetizers and stir TAIWAN CAFE, 34 Oxford St., Boston, (617) 42¢ what intends to be a neighbort JER-NE. 1: 
Ave, Brighton, (617) 738-9990. $6- fned ee! 8181. $5-$19. This Chinatown jewel features f eighborhood Copley S Comn B 
$15. Everything at the Elbow BUDDHA'S DELIGHT, 3 Beach St x fon't usual } randta 
Room is cheap, large, and good second floor), Boston, (617) 451-2395 and doe ak . T 
And some of it is cheap and excellent, like the gests, the strengths are tandoori (don't miss the $4-$8. C Vietn Buddhist i Y dt M 
fried calamari, meatloaf, pan-roasted chicken nan) and creamy sauces with real cilantro ne Xe Asia ] DOWNTOWN/WATERFRONT 
breast, brownie-sundae, and apple crisp. If the SAFFRON, 279A New 7) 536-9766 some drinks THE BARKING CRAB, 8& t. (Nort 
neighborhood's many students and young profes ry Indian restaurant k dis S Ave. Bridge). Bost 617) 4 RAF 
sionals can get along, this is going to be a packed 
bar with surprisingly effective 
COPLEY/PRUDENTIAL 


GRASSHOPPER, 1 North Beacon St., Aliston 
617) 254-8883. $7-$12. Vegan dining reaches 
new 








ce and excelle 


heights of elege 
inese-Vietnamese restaurant entirely without 








at stock, fish sauce, oyster s 
paste. Don't miss vegi-"bee 
coli, the vegetarian dumplings 





yrass anytr or the “x 


taro with five 





JASMINE BISTRO, 412 M 


789-4676 


who are 
PHO QUE HUONG, 122-126 Ha 
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BACK BAY 
ABE & LOUIE'S, 793 B 


dessert 
BARCODE, 955 Boylston St., Boston, (617) 421 









1818. $16-$24. A stylish Back Bay w Hotel), Boston, (617) 670-2515. $22-$44. The i 
wih Cilieh Colonial stmoepherts and af CURIE Sas ont © Re Ma expeNEhS meme Squeezed between a manicurist and jewelry store on Bromfield Street in Downtown 

menu — assuming you can fight yo in town, and justifies that with small, perfect, in- the af 

through the noisy front bar to get a table tensely flavored diches. Seafood and a chocolate Crossing, Tequila Mexican Grill’s nondescript storefront is easily overlooked by harried 

BOMBOA, 35 Stanhope St., Boston, (617) 236- | banana pudding most impressed us. Despite the office workers on their way to power lunches at Silvertone. Those in the know, however, Ma 

6363. $19-$28. Stylish, clubby room with zebra- jumbled decor of browns and black with a little pistachio ice crear 

Striped upholstery, a kick-ass fish tank, great rum red, the food demands that you dress like a Fed know that the Grill is worth the stop. NAKED FISH, 1 

drinks, and the only menu in Boston to fuse | eralist, nota Sandinista Though the Grill is small (seating 15 or so), its menu is not, and it dishes up large Market), Boston, (617) 742 $13 

French and Brazilian food. Some of the dishes FIGS, 42 Charles St., Boston, (617) 742-3447 t that h b l f , f a naked j 

are playful and delicious, like the ceviche appetiz- $10-$18. Small, busy branch of Todd English's portions tna resist the urge to become gioppy taco salad after a couple of minutes. recommend tt 

er, others miss the mark a bit. The experimenta- gourmet-pizza_mini-chain. See listing under The shell in the chicken quesadilla ($4.95) and “Combo #2” with chicken flautas the fried ut calama 

tion is great if you've got the budget for it. A $22 Charlestown a Chilean sea bas j j 
prix fixe deal, offered Sun. through Thurs., lets | LALA ROKH, 97 Mount Vemon St, Boston ($8.95) is crispy and non-oily, though the chicken, marinated in basic chicken stock, ; bia send 

you pick anything off the menu (617) 720-5511. $13-$17. Exotic, authentic, ro- is a bit bland in both. Our resident vegetarian had better luck with the vegetable taco ains, -mast ana swe 

CAFE LOUIS, 234 Berkeley St., Boston, (617) 266- mantic, and beautiful, Lala Rokh fulfills, surpass- y , ashed potat Nt tt ta 

4680. $18-$35. This tiny, excellent café at the fa- es, and deconstructs our fantasies of ancient Per- salad ($5.95). The more he chomped, the more he found to like: forkfuls of fresh Cuban? Get ‘em anyway 

mously exclusive clothing store Louis has bounced | sia all at once. Absolutely don't miss the eggplant mushrooms and broccoli, crunchy carrots, lettuce, beans, zucchini, even stewed pota- RADIUS, 8 High St., Boston, (617) 426-1234 
back smartly from the loss of star chef Michael appetizer and pilaf entrées. Many unique garnish- $26-$37. When hot chef Michael Schi i 


Schiow by totally retooling its menu — what was 
once precise and French is now wood-gnilled and 
ltalian. Swanky antipasto, very nice pasta, mind- 
bending pizza. Special wine dinners, too 

CLIO, 370A Comm Ave (Eliot Hotel), Boston 
(617) 536-7200. $24-$36. Chef Ken Oringer is at 
the top of his game, with a cuisine of focused fla- 
vors and sculptural precision: foie gras, intense 
seared hanger steak, scallops on a pedestal of 
salt. Maybe the best meal in the city ght now 


The distinguished, leopard-carpeted dining room | TORCH, 26 Charles St., Boston, (617) 723-5939 of their depth. Boston, (617) 720-1300. $21. Alarge and 

couldn't be more diferent from the Efiot Lounge, | $17-626. Shiny and a Mile afected, but really The ambiance? Let’s be diplomatic and call the décor “minimalist” — a few deco- Prove by Frank M 

which used to occupy this space. good food carries the day. The early crowd walks - and. ct 7 Tr Pe 
GYUHAMA. 827 Boylston St., Boston, (617) 437- | in from Beacon Hill, dressed in the look that rative sombreros hang on the walls — but give the food a grande. If you want a no-frills sce daleaiael Seiad ; 

0188. $11-$20. Vies with Ginza for the title of best | launched a thousand catalogues, and then the downtown Mexican-dining experience that’s more Southwestern taco stand than Chili's, Geoff Gardner's 1 xi f 


sushi in the city. The tables, the sushi bar, and the 
traditional screened-off rooms in the back fill up 
nightly with eamest sushi fans 

THE JEWEL OF NEWBURY, 254 Newbury St 
Boston, (617) 536-5523. $18-$26. Along the souk 
of Newbury Street, a posh if pricey Moroccan 














SONSIE, 327 Newbury St., B 


TAPEO, 266 New 


WISTERIA HOUSE 


BEACON HILL 
BEACON HILL BISTRO 





dining-out scene 


THE FEDERALIST, 15 Beacon St. (XV Beacon 






es and subtle flavors do justice to a rare and clas- 
sic cuisine 
NO. 9 PARK, 9 Park St., Boston, (617) 742-9991 
$27-$36. Chef Barbara Lynch grew up in Southie 
but cooks like a New Yorker. This spare, stylish 
bistro on the Common showcases her effusive 
approach to foresty Continental ingredients like 
chestnuts, fresh pasta, and foie gras. Pricey, but 
you can sit at the bar and order Belgian beer and 
a memorable mushroom flatbread pizza 





food makes them happy and talkative and loud 
You, too 


CHARLESTOWN 
FIGS, 67 Main St., Charlestown, (617) 242-2229 
$10-$18. From the people who brought you 









AMBROSIA ON HUNTINGTON, 116 H 





Tequila Mexican Grill 
Small in size, grande in flavor and authenticity 


toes, all piled into a crispy shell that remains firm until the end of the meal. Not to be 
outdone by Mexican-food carts in the area, the Grill’s vaquero burrito ($5.95) is suit- 
ably huge, packed with carrots, broccoli, mushrooms, rice, lettuce, tomato, sour cream, 
and grilled lemon chicken. Mole sauce lends the steak enchiladas ($8.95) a nice bite, 
and Jarritos Mandarina soda ($1.25), imported from Mexico, keeps it under control. 
Mindful of its Boston environs, the Grill also has a sandwich menu with grilled-steak 
and chicken-cutlet offerings ($4.95-$5.95) to assuage lunching gringos who feel out 


then Tequila Grill’s for you. 
Tequila Mexican Grill, located at 55 Bromfield Street, in Boston, is open Monday 
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call (617) 482-8822. 
— Atticus Fisher 
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Continued on page 22 
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DINING GUIDE approach to almost everything. On a bad 
0 minutes for so and your 
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you wail ut sour salad 
7 Continued from page 21 n't dre said it best: “consistently 
rconsisient 
Boston. (€ 282 One of only a 
few Turk taurant ity, and the NORTH END 
naes n Oz ychtime joint still BRICCO, 241 Hanover St., Boston, (617) 248 
te fr vel a t two decades 6800. $17-$29 (“tastings” menu around 
¢ at nuct a $4/item). A stylish experiment in clean-t 
: ake-Out ypstairs tables grilled Halian food — including a tapas-like ; 
t the skewered me ctric, and the ings” menu. The dishes don't all reach their pc 
ada Gf v had age tial, But the pork-and-grape Ske 
da } K) are ava ant aed gnocchi, a } smelt } 
able for the fullimmersx n to spare. One of the t-100K 
TODD ENGLISH RUSTIC KITCHEN 200 Quir ms in the North End. Great wine li 
y Market. Faneuil Ha 523-6334 DOLCE VITA, 221 Hanover St., Boston, (61 
$9-$2 tended to be vology of Todd 120-0422. $12 $26 Wonderful atmosphere 
English's various restaura istic Kitchen promoted by owner Franco Graceffa, a hearty 
well with the thin of Figs shoulder-grabber who gets involved all over the 
etter with early-Olives platters of polen jining room. The food has been uneven, but we 
and best with roasted ch 1 beet salad endorse the rolled eggplant appetizer, shrime 
wboy steak yinger-soy short ribs, and the pest n fettuccini, the cheap cappuccino, and 
te ltalian cookie plate erb decaf. It excellent gelati. More desserts than most Italian 
Quincy Market t rafty, loud, and taurants hence the name and the 
retlimes expeNsive Nail plates are akes, cannoli, and eciairs are rather good 
filling and the walls are look sharp MARCUCCIO'S, 1 25 Salem St., Boston, (617 
LES ZYGOMATES, 129 t., Bostor 3-1807. $9-$17. It's like a Newbury Street 
617) 54 8. $13-$24 with a ger bistro with better food. Some of the fancy Italian 
French feel angle (the list Jishe me with highly flavored loriess 
{ 40-odd 2 ? angle auces as weirdly effective as transparent beer 
\ nN ne id a shame me are just directly tasty. Be sure to have the 
ja The purist intipasti (which lean on fresh grilled vegeta 
mar xcite t Du. Die the eal marsala, and seaiood wit! 
bout it nonett tomato-water’ sauce. Try to get the chocolate 
) pate with rosewater, toc 
THE FENWAY MAURIZIO’S, 364 Hanover St., Boston, (61 
EL PELON, 92 Peterborougt Boston, (61 367-1123. $15-$24 (lunch, $7-$12). At street 
62-9090. $1.50-$4 56 taqueria in the evel, this is a spare, crowded trattoria with off 
We wa ar n spirit white walls; downstairs, it's roomier and feels 
West Coast burrit els it with the warmer, with exposed brick and a wine cellar 
entive energy vorked in some The 7ed ve 
f the city’s high-end bistr It's hard to ) andard e inventive dishes are 
30 wrong here, and at $ an item, you rf 
night as well try it all. Don't miss this iL PANINO Par 
LINWOOD GRILL & BARBECUE, 81 Kil 1336. $ 
mamock St.. Boston. (617 8099. $8-$17 J pasta dishe 
Good barbecue and really Caribbean-ac y ff that ooze 
ented specials ; funky Southern joint an tell fr he line Je the doc 
annexed to a wart dive bar. Spoon-soft lamt PREZZA, 2 Bost 617) 227-1 
f IC ne ts ome sweet Y utne y the > 4 $26 A N rn Er ne sor err f ) 
r0ked fis day ake a dinner in 22 Prezza attracts a well-dr | 
tself. Excellent fried things barstools are j rowd with its sleek bistro fee 
topped with tractor seats bottle wine list, and Anthony Caturano’s trans 
SOPHIA’S, 1270 Boylston St. Boston, (617 Mediterranean takes on Italian food. Sc 
351-7001. $4-$8 (tapas). A big room with drinks Jesserts — and they're big, like public sculpture 
and entertainment (this used to be the nightclub SAGE, 69 Prince St., Boston, (617) 248-8814 
Quest) serving Spanish-style tapas from early $19-$26. A treasure trove of fine food in a smal 
evening. Since no one in urbar neue until inderstated room. Along with the herb after 
aimost midnight, we arent too surpnsed that the which the restaurant is named, chef Tony Susi is 
place is pretty sate yntii about nine, and we partial to local ingreaients and novel combina- 
aren't too prow neak in for baked avocadc tions: New England shellfish stew in lemongrass 
and shrimp in g Sauce broth, oven-f dG sausage with braised cab 
bage and sof pO nt 
JAMAICA PLAIN TARANTA, 2 72 
BUKHARA, Jamaica Plain 052. $18-$27 wded 
617) 522 2195 5-$18. One of the better In ors dedi ) the 
jian restaurants south of the Charles, and cer eridione d Sardinia. The 
tainly the prettiest restaurant derserved ef combine egance and pea 
= Jamaica Plain, Bukhara de the hbor nto something entirely persona 
d with excellent breads and 20 with it, and order the medieval combinations 
eals, a balanced ken tikka of sweet and si sealood and meat but 
masala nd aw Meni th Indiar yi t SK \: Ea te neesecake for dessert 
eat specially Borr 2s and the N r tertime 
handsome 
JAKE'S BOSS B80 la | SOUTH END 
ica Pla 383 $ ete ADDIS RED SEA, 544 Tremont St., Bostor 
t ter Ke Jacot xas smoke 617) 426-8727. $6-$9. Perhaps Boston's most 
Decue exotic dining experience, and certainly one of its 
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Oak Bar holiday cocktails 


‘Tis the season for decadence 


It’s a tough time of 
year. Winter winds cut 
through your coat, 
holiday commotion 
drains the color from 
your cheeks. The Oak 
Bar at the Fairmont Cop- 
ley Plaza has just the 
thing to warm your bones 
and restore that red 
cheeked holiday glow. 
Now through New Year's, 
the Oak Bar is offering 
two festive cocktails. Sip 
these slowly in the 
warmth of this famed es- 
tablishment, where peo 
ple smoke cigarettes like 
movie stars and take 
themselves too seriously, 
and you'll get a glimpse 
of how the other half 
lives. The warm, sweet 
Celsius ($9) is a combi 
nation of hot apple cider, 


and 


JULIA MAX 








tuaca, chartreuse, and Captain Morgan’s spiced rum. (We think Posh Spice might’ve 
been a better name.) The White Christmas ($14) includes Godiva white-chocolate 
liqueur, peppermint schnapps, and vanilla Stoli. It’s a liquid candy cane with a decid- 
edly grown-up twist. During these weeks of holiday cheer and chaos, when beer gets 
boring and you're in the mood to live beyond your means, 


for festive decadence. 


head over to the Oak Bar 


Available at the Oak Bar at the Fairmont Copley Plaza, 138 St. James Avenue, in 


Boston. Call (617) 267-5300. 


nered soul food in a newly (and handsomely) 
bistro-ized space makes this a mellow place for 
an evening out, often with live jazz. Especially 
recommended: the “glorifried chicken,” catfish 
fingers, crab cakes, and sweet-potato pie 

THE DISH, 253 Shawmut Ave., Boston, (617 
426-7866. $11-$17. Every neighborhood needs 
a restaurant like this tidy, chic corner bistro. The 
tables are a little tight, and the food is more mod: 
est than what you find on nearby Tremont Street 
but then again so 









meat loaf, pork medallions with baked apple 
stuffed cubanelle peppers. Think about ha 
ut at the bar and meeting half of Shaw 





enue. Just don't think about 
FRANKLIN CAFE, 278 Shawmut Ave., Boston 
(617) 350-0010. $12-$14. A hidden location, a 


sign onsiderable reputation for 


parking 


modest and a < 








simple dishes with a twist of brilliance — and it 
all works, nightly, for a variety of South Enders 
and kno No desserts. which 
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Berkeley St., Boston, (617 
Physically and culinarily 

» the innovative South End 
bistros and luxurious verities of the Ritz/Aujc 
d'hui/Biba axis 
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TREMONT 647, 64 


ferent feel for Boston 
METROPOLIS CAFE, 584 Tremont St 
(617) 247-2931. $16-$23 
was once an ice-cream parlor, a jewel of a bistro 
consistently on-target dishes that take 
their inspiration from both the 














Wow. In a space that 


French and Italian 
the elegant salmon pave, the as 
tonishingly rich risotto specials, and any 
desserts 
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are the prices. Think Cajun 61 
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claim that? It's good potato salad 
























it the sausage plate 
2 and the 18 beers o S 
cavernous relic of 19th-century German conviviali- 
ty. Sing-alongs on Friday night 
PIGALLE, 75 Charles St. South, Boston, (617 
$19- A cou French mer 
n star just off the highway 


h once the 





Jp a little, althot 


one will notice anythin 





No one’s offered to cook for you on Christ- 
mas Day? The Fairmont Copley Plaza (138 
St. James Avenue, Boston) has options. The 
Oak Room has a four-course Christmas- 
dinner menu featuring traditional baked 
turkey, tenderloin of beef, pan-seared sea 
bass, and grilled prime rib. Seatings are 
from 3:30 to 4 p.m. and from 6:30 to 
7 p.m., and the dinner is $80 ($40 for chil- 
dren ages five to 10). Over at Copley’s 
Grand Café, another four-course menu is on 
tap, this one featuring roasted turkey, sliced 
fillet of beef, broiled salmon, and grilled 
lamb porterhouse. Seatings are from 
11:30 a.m. to noon and from 2 to 2:30 p.m., 
and the cost is $54 ($27 for children ages 
five to 10). Call (617) 267-5300. 
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Cambridge 


CENTRAL SQUARE 
CAFE BARAKA, 80 1/2 Peart St. (Can 


rf bridge. (617) 868-3951 


po Vamonage 0 














North African food is the most underexpl 


Mediterranear 


forefront is 


cuisine in Boston, this tiny, inviting 
The “Ultimate Veg 
check Out the de 
nd inspired desserts 


the correc 





etable Platter 
ent skewered ent 


Ss essential; also 
rees ai 
erhead; the waitstaff is one guy; the 
chef pops out to chat 
CENTRAL KITCHEN, 567 Mass Ave, Ca 
617) 491-5599. $16-$29. It was only 
me before Central Square 
dive bar and curry joint, got a h 


a Diue-te Dar 


Fans twirl ov 


onage 
matter of t 


land of the 
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p distro 
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ist of excellent Dar 
Mediterranean-t 
Strack. Also, check out the fine 
LA GROCERIA, 853 Main S 

tween Kendall and Centra 
497-4214. $1 






Inged 





vonte serving Classic italian fare in a large 
beat setting 

RANGZEN, 24 Peari St., Cambndge, (617) 354 
8881. $2.50-$10.25. Third Tibetan 


greater Cambndge 


restaurant ir 





and a great argument for this 
hearty cuisine. The complimentary fried wafers 
like nO-spice papadums, are fabulous, and so are 
all the fried appetizers. Rangzen also does well 
with soups and meaty entrees, but non Ti 
may want to hike over to 0 Toscanin s for dessert 
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Park Hotel), Cambridge 
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tylishly decorated ot forbiddingly 
expensive. A hanger steak is $15; the lobste 
$30. The people next to you all have notebook 
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management for that 

ZUZU, 474 Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 864 
3278, ext. 237. $14-$20. Between t store 
fronts ¢ f the che d reliable old Middle East is 


that takes Lebanese food ir 
especially if you 
illed kebab tastes, rock shrimp with 
Middle Eastem bouillabaisse, or 
the lovely creme caramel. For a lighter mea 
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Boston to 
order the or 
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some levels 


new 
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dance the rest of the 


night away 


EAST CAMBRIDGE 
B-SIDE LOUNGE, 92 Hampshire St., Cambridge 


617) 354-0766. $10-$14. The new owners shined 





up this former dive bar just enough to make it f 
safe for eating. The surprise is how good the eat 

really spiffy versions of home-cookin’ fa- 
vorites like fried chicken and an oyster po’ boy 
sandwich. Plus there are quirky touches, like free 
hard-boiled eggs at the bar 





ng is 





DESFINA, 202 Third St., Cambridge, (617) 868- 
9098. $8-$18. Cute Greek corner restaur the 





Inexp 





shadow of the Cambridge courthouse 
straight-shot versions of Greek-Americar 
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MIDWEST GRILL, 1124 Cambridge St., Car 


bridge, (6 354-7536. $16.95 (lunct 
$18.95 (dinner). The Brazilian contribution t 
barbecue Is churrasco rodizio, which trans 
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OLE MEXICAN GRILL, 11 { 
ambridge, (617) 492-4495 
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SWEET CHILI, 1172-1178 Cambridge 











ambridge, (617) 864-4500 Be € 

t t, this is Inman Square’s second Tha 

apanese/Korean restauramt with a tro 
fish tank in the foye la th. ig 

yNtinue to attract the college 
e time of our revie Chili was ki. Somewhat rand 

serving the best sushi we Cam those wt me in expecting hare 
bridge. Japanese appetizers are JAE’S GRILL, 1223 Bea St, B ft x 
Ironically, the Thai food at this primarily Tha (617) 739-00 $9-$20. For those far 4 DIVA, 24¢ 
restaurant ts the weakest link with Jae hit expensive Asian-fus 617) 629-4963. $11-$1 





KENDALL SQUARE/MIT seastteschn and Genesis tana attient Gh 
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dge, (617) 494-9034. $17-$22. A quietly flavors in the appe | Jerly 
eat Ca ge resta esp ally from Peoria ca trée list. A i a 
Jesserts. Owner Steve nmnson respects the well raw Da bar. Now ving Susf 
f ectic heritage eatood, big fla TABERNA DE HARO, 999 Beacon St., Brook 
se nes by the glass and uniquely in the city may al be the n st a ithe t EAST ASIA, 868 Broadway (F é 
correct tea service. Fierce Sunday brunct there really are no dinners per_se, and tt Square), Somerville, (617) 666-8282. $7-$11 
MIRACLE OF SCIENCE, 321 Mass Ave food is tuned salty and small to complement | A tiny, out-of-the-way place with great, grea 
Cambridge, (617) 868-2866. $3-$10. A loud the dry sherries of Spain. A great evening if Asian food. The me North Chinese 
bar full of alternative rock and tw ne music you like this kind of eating, and better if y Thai. but the key 
not too many MIT jokes grilled nect 1 often wit 
kewers, each with tortillas and its own lively paragus, white anchovies, f pepitona King s tofu, penir 1 TY yo chicke 
reative ¢ nt on the side. Also fabulous shrimp in garlic oil, or the cheese platte picy squid 
burgers with real roast potatoes. Young, coo WASHINGTON SQUARE TAVERN, 914 EVOO, 118 Be 5t., Somerv 617) 661 
oking crowd Washington St. (Washinaton Square), Brook 3866. $15-$26. Chef Peter McCarthy, late 
SALTS, 798 Main St., Cambridge, (617) 876 line, (617) 232-8989. $10-$18 J and dark the Bost Hot 
8444. $18-$28. This t heen with very tive food eitt tt thot nost ext ; 
me to a series of inve beer and wine. D if ampede 
é he food is Je rts ¢ i } 
Ea E pea fluence t € t treet t f ] 
t at exce k ZAFTIGS darva ’ t 
NORTH CAMBRIDGE kind of delicates th generally excell HOUSE OF TIBET KITCHEN Holla 
ASPASIA, 377 Walden St., Cambridge, (617 food and very reasonable dessert nosta t. (Teele Sq - 617) ¢ 
864-474 0-$26. Wh ry ? tte mear n-fat pastran hicke i j f Se tT 
This tiny roon t hiety , . li - 
Inyean tango | : believing 
Med inean fi sa > but Josce Bre ‘ , 
vert [ 
Nive 5 ] 
na little Fre ch press. Cute excellent rr t Tibet ¢ Pek 
FRANK’S STEAK HOUSE, 2310 Mass Ave BAKER'S BEST, 27 Lincoln St. (Newton Hig l 
Cambridge, (617) 661-0666. $8-$19. The old ands), (617) 332-4588. $12-$24. The wild PALENQUE, 300 Be 
knouse popular caterer and lunch spot has added a 617) 491-1004. $10-$15. TI 
¢ ws od five-night bistro, ar yood news f r e 
70 y, i back palate and wallet. Daily fish and p 3p tr x } ti 
he j T have bee perior, with crab cakes and a and complex inste T 
Ne signature” rr af every night. Ex t f 
ken, but be warned t f fees and deli-style dessert ange sauce) or anytt 
e Boneless Sirloin Sizzling Platte THE CHEESECAKE FACTORY, 300 Boyist heavy salsa verde. Brir - 
St. (Atrium Mall), Newton, (617) 964-3001. $9- | REDBONES, 5§ For years, we have told you that people who advertise 
PORTER SQUARE $25, The Chestnut Hill Atrium Mall's ve 617) 628 ' 
TEMPLE BAR, 1688 Mass Ave. Cambridg erent sally in the Phoenix Personals are cool, attractive people just 
ee eres Factory | t of E H $9). E like you. For years, we have asked you to place an ad 
r yupscale bar. Amid oak, leather, and vin deco to what 
sters, Harvard L ind their profs | M t p so that you may meet some of these people and see 
staan ab aaenEie.1 ‘eoek Wrenreneier eta othe Ben apr n heel elame just how great they really are. 
eiahborhood The mer S improved signif ke € einamese mme but worth it ast nb heck Vy 
antly € e who has turned something like a Kahiua-almond VINNY’S AT NIGHT, 76 Broadv . . : : : . 
sy Senses inion 96 eater iis bs ona. 1 nes aioe Square). Somerville, (617) 628-19 Still need more proof? Fine. We'll print their pictures. 
There are inventive dishes to be had, and | CHUNG SHIN YUAN, 183 California St.. New- | $20. Be ) 


AQUITAINE BIS, 11 Boylston Street (lower the 11:30 on g and re y jeliyf negar-pepper sauce 


ll Mall hestnut Hill, (617) 734 better than it sc teamed px 


8 9. Aquitaine at the lower Chest JuMplings, and tried bread dipped Dow! Of 
| has the same format and faves as | sweet soy milk Out of Town 


r South End bistro, and will be just JAMJULI, 
































missed the first 170 years of lands), (61 Jtiful and BLUE GINGER, 583 Washington St., Welles 

s love of French food, you can catch ts subur ley, (781) 283-5 8. Ming Tsai's 

ght up with Belgian endive salad, gruyere n er, just mad 
tart, steak frites, seared duck steak, warm harder to get in. The real mark of class 





superior service that makes everyone 
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hocolate pudding cake, chocolate mousse 
and caramelized bread pudding. Dress up a 
little — it's a French restaurant 
CHINATOWN SEAFOOD RESTAURANT, 
1306 Beacon St. (Coolidge Corner), Brookline 






fortable and confident with the unfamiliar 





menu. Once you're in, stick with the signature 
Asian-fusion dishes like the foie gras shuma 
and the spectacular Chilean sea bass, since 





the people 




















617) 232-9580 and (617) 739-2577. $7-$29 y restaurant? What is a trained chef doing some of the experiments are over-cheffed 

Yup, darn close to Hong Kong seafood in land- with Greek dishes out in Waban? Well, mak- Save room for superior desserts 

locked Brookline. The former Noble House ing some neat dinners where the kids can CAMPANIA, 504 Main St., Waltham, (781) - 

has linen tablecloths and an intriguing wine have a pizza or pasta entrée and the gour 894-4280. $18-$35. Remember how much fun @ Wg s 

list, but don't be afraid to get down with a | mets can bliss out on codfish cakes, porter- Italian restaurants used to be, before the ex- 

whole steamed fish, lobster, or crab with gin- house lamb chops, seafood cannelioni, a pertsruined them? Campania, named for the 

ger and scallion, or the surprisingly well-exe- great bread pudding, and chocolate pot de province around Naples, is all that — with bet- 

cuted “five delights in nest.” On the turf side, a créme to end ‘em all ter desserts. It does get expensive, but you See the ] } - hear ther | } - | } eet ther Y } - 
handy Peking duck, stir-fried pea stems wont be disappointed by the excellent 
















two ways, and good chow foon plates 
FUGAKYU, 1280 Beacon St. (Coolidge 
Corner), Brookline, (617) 734-1268 
$15-$40. Large, beautiful restaurant 
serving many kinds of Japanese food at 
a high level, not just sushi, although the 
sushi and Sashimi are very good. And 
the sushi bar circled by a ring of moving 
wooden ships is a conversation piece 
Some highlights were the caterpillar 
maki, sashimi, tempura, and the really 
delicious tempura (fried) ice cream 
GINZA, 1002 Beacon St. (Audubon Cir- 
cle), Brookline, (617) 566-9688. $11- 
$44. Arguably the best sushi bar in 
Boston, certainly one of the most avant- 
garde, yet well-grounded in tradition, as 
evidenced by the more than 20 brands 
of sake, the wide range of cooked appe- 
tizers, and the solid tempura and teriya- 


wood-grilled and roasted meats 
seafood specials and pasta dishes, and 
anything creamy or chocolate or both 
Old-style jumbled décor and hearty vol- 
ume 

CARAMBOLA, 663 Main St 

Waltham, (781) 899-2244. $7-$20 
(lunch, $5-$8). Rather posh, rather re- 
fined, completely delicious version of 
Cambodian home-style cooking as it 
might have been in an affluent home 
The Perry family of Elephant Walk 
fame have focused on this purely 
Cambodian (except well-selected 
wines and desserts) restaurant worth a 
trip to Waltham from anywhere east of 
Phnom Penh. Order from each of five 
Categories, but don't miss the spring 
rolls and the carambola salad among 
the grilled delights and light curries 






If all the holiday-themed food has 
you feeling like a stuffed turkey 
yourself, head over to Tasca (1612 
Comm Ave, Brighton). Every Sunday 
through the spring, the Spanish tapas 
restaurant offers a three-course prix 
fixe menu, including delicacies such 
as New Zealand roasted rack and leg 
of lamb. The cost is $21.95; call 
(617) 730-8002. 
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THE BOSTON 
Recognized as one of the region’s top Italian 


restaurants and “a true standout in the North 

End”. Marcuccio’s is acclaimed for our “robust, 

daring fare and knowledgeable staff”. Rated 
p. “high excellent” as reviewed by patrons in 
‘ “Boston Restaurants” by Zagat Survey 2002. The 
® northern Italian menu at Marcuccio’s is an escape Authentic Italian Cuisine in 
e from the traditional cuisine of North End Boston's Historic North End 
® restaurants. Using local ingredients, but applying Reservations Accepted 
» 
+ 
7 


aes ; Marcuccio’s 


time-honored techniques, Chef Roberto Dias and Dinner Served Nightly 
his longtime crew create mouth-watering dishes 

without using cream or butter. The contemporary ; roe 
menu includes an array of fresh pastas, roasted Now accepting 
meats, fresh local seafood and memorable reservations for 
desserts. Funky Botticelli reproductions hang on 
exposed brick walls, and stylish clientele 
converse over quiet jazz music open seven nights 
a week. Our gracious service staff will appeal to “A true standout in the 
the discriminating dining guest and business Vorth End. One of the best 
executive, alike. Wines from Marcuccio’s exciting in the neighborhood.” 
list are selected to compliment Roberto’s’ 2002 Zagat Survey 
frequently changing menu. You will find 

exceptional, affordable picks from all over Italy. 125 Salem Street 
Please join us for an evening of terrific food, Soston, MA 
fabulous wines and gracious hospitality. 617.723.1807 


holiday parties. 


WWw.marcuccios.com 


: 7 "NORTH END | 


: 2 enter | (iC; 
yr. en, J ; 
Bee Se | COMPANY 
| Mediterranean/Italian Cuisine | Pe 
| ENJOY THE EXOTIC 
/ FOOD AND AMBIANCE 
OF MOROCCO Stanza Dei Sigari 
IN WINTHROP | in Boston’s North End - B ] j 
ston’: est Pizza in 
Open for Lunch & Dinner, 292 Hanover Street. - 


11 am - 11 i 
(11am. pm, Full men + tapas, Open 7 Days. Boston. Period. 


AVAILABLE AT: Cace 





Live Entertainment 
Thursday- Sunday 
Open 7 days, Spm till close 


Located directly across 
vane ae ren fp from Forest Hills “T” 

01 /-2399-4464 
Catering also available. 

3712 Washington Street 


1/2 price with this ad!!! 
1 coupon per table | 617-522-7997 


peop eens. 2 aan : SPOTS HOS www.dogwoodcafe.com 





BOSTON STREET 
Care) 


Awesome - Fun Staff 
Right in your backyard 
Where everyone knows 

your name 
You can hang out, 
have some good food, 
kick back and relax 


829 Boston St 
Lynn, MA 
781-593-888 

tc 


nstreetcafe.com 


WWW.DOS 


co] Be bid te Ad <3 ee “ag wae 


Have you been to the Boston 
Street Cafe lately? 


Monday Nagitt 


* Free hali-time buffet 


sesdiay Naght 
* Open Mic Nite Live @ 9:00pm 
* Dart Night 
Nednesday Naght 
* Triple Lobster $19.95 
* Karaoke at 10:00pm 
hursday Nacht 
* Marybeth Maes Trio 
Friday Night 
+ House DJ - 10:00pm 
Saturday Nght 
* Brian Maes Band 
Sundays 
* Brunch @ 10:00am 
* 25 cent wings & 85 cent shrimp 


$7.99 
ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFE 


3 LOCATIONS: 


> For Advertising Information Please Call Jon Preston at 617-859-3211 
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About Schmidt Catch Me lif You Can 


t the beginning of the 
summer, Blink-182 and Green 

Day joined forces for what had to be 
the biggest co-headlining tour in the annals 
of modern punk. But those two bands spent 
the rest of the year taking it easy, and that 
left a void in the commercial-punk scene 
for the legions of groups that followed in 
their wake to fill. New Found Glory were 
the first to fit the bill, selling a half-million 
copies of their second major-label album, 


Sticks and Stones 

(MCA). Now two more 

bands are joining the race. 

Sum 41 have just released Does 

This Look Infected?, the follow-up to 

their platinum breakthrough, All Killer No 

Filler (both Island). And Good Charlotte 

have already gone gold with their second 
Continued on page 16 
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John 
Coltrane 


Reading 
jazz 

Books that tell the music’s story 
BY JON GARELICK 


, pe could sum up Miles Davis’s attitude 
toward liner notes, discographies, and 
jazz criticism in general with three words 
“Don’t read: listen.” Miles didn’t like in 
cluding liner notes with his recordings. But 
words love jazz. At least since the hard-bop 
era of the ’50s, jazz albums have been cov- 
ered in words (though the practice has 
abated somewhat lately, with marketers 
trying to move jazz once again closer to 
pop). As in classical music, liner notes 
were used to demystify but also to validate 
What better way to establish the serious- 
ness of jazz than to expose its technical 
content? But Miles didn’t even like listing 
personnel. Names of people were just an 
other way to name to label the 
Continued on page 18 
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chmidt happens 


Payne's latest is about Jack Nicholson 


BY PETER KEOUGH 


bout Schmidt opens with a postcard- 

like montage of shots of director 

Alexander Payne’s favorite city: 
Omaha. It’s a silent litany of desolate lots, 
empty streets, and tattered storefronts that 
ends on the towering eyesore of the Wood 
Man insurance building. Inside waits War- 
ren Schmidt (Jack Nicholson in a consum- 
mate performance), who’s the saddest eye- 
sore of all. He sits at his empty desk staring 
at the clock as it crawls to five — the mo- 
ment when his career as an assistant vice- 
president will come to an end and his 
swollen, non-comprehending face (when did 
Nicholson turn into Ernest Borgnine?) will 
presumably explode. 

You'd expect no 

less from Jack Nichol- paageeeeeeees 


son, but this examina- | 3ex¥e%e4f/2 
tion of futility, loss, About Schmidt 


and numb persever- 
ance doesn’t offer the 
cathartic fireworks of, 
say, The Shining (an 
old fraternity photo of 
Schmidt does recall 
one of the more chill- 
ing moments of 





Directed by Alexander Payne. Written by 
Alexander Payne and Jim Taylor based on the 
novel by Louis Begley. With Jack Nicholson, 
Hope Davis, Dermot Mulroney, Kathy Bates, 
June Squibb, and Howard Hesseman. A New 
Line Cinema release (124 minutes). Opens 
Friday at the Boston Common. 


may not be his best 
performance, but it 





Kubrick’s underrated 
masterpiece). It does, however, provide a 
trip down memory lane that showcases some 
of the greatest hits of Nicholson’s career, 
from the dentally fixated masochist of Little 
Shop of Horrors (Schmidt contemplating the 
mixed horror and delight of a hot tub con- 
taining a nude Kathy Bates) to the justice- 
and-reason-obsessed ex-cop of The Pledge 
(Schmidt contemplating the mixed horror 
and despair of a tawdry retirement party). It 


is almost all of them. 
That performance guides and — what’s 
ironic from such a flamboyant actor 
moderates Payne’s own abbreviated tour 
of America as he ventures from his Ne- 
braska stomping grounds and from the 
caustic but limited satire of his previous 
two features, Citizen Ruth (1996) and 
Election (1999). Payne not only sends his 
hero as far away as Kansas and Colorado 
but also pushes him into a confrontation 


Pedro lite? 


Almodovar tries to 


BY GARY SUSMAN 


fter what appeared to be a grand sum- 

mation of Pedro Almod6var’s career in 

the Oscar-winning Todo sobre mi 
madre/All About My Mother — a generous, 
all-encompassing valentine to his usual char- 
acters and themes — his latest, Hable con 
ella/Talk to Her, seems like an austere 
dropoff. It has a streamlined plot and a hos- 
pital-clean look befitting its somber subject. 
Yet the film is curiously lightweight, as nim- 
ble and ethereal as the ballet dancers who 
populate it. That curious, precarious balance 
of tone is a rare and admirable 
gymnastic feat, but to what end? 

Almodévar has long depicted 

love affairs that challenge bound- 
aries, usually the ones imposed by 
gender preference or sexual ori- 
entation. Here he has a romance 
whose biggest obstacle is that one 
of the partners is comatose. Not 
that Alicia (Leonor Watling) had 
any inkling of the feelings Benig- 
no (Javier Cémara) had for her 
before a traffic accident put her 
into a vegetative state. He had 
observed her from afar, through 
the window of her dance studio, 
but he’d hardly spoken to her. 
Now, as he cares for her at the 


xk 


Hable con ella/ 
Talk to Her 


Written and directed by Pedro 
Almodovar. With Javier 
Camara, Dario Grandinetti, 
Leonor Watling, Rosario 


Flores, Mariola Fuentes, and 
Geraldine Chaplin. in Spanish 
with English subtitles. A Sony 
* Pictures Classics release 
(112 minutes). Opens 
Wednesday at the Kendall 
Square, the Coolidge Corner, 
the West Newton, and other 
theaters to be announced. 





keep talking 


hospital, he talks to her constantly, obeying 
the injunction of the film’s title. See, commu- 
nication is essential to any relationship. 

In a parallel plot line, journalist Marco 
(Dario Grandinetti) becomes infatuated with 
a woman he’s assigned to write about, the fe- 
male matador Lydia (Rosario Flores). In a 
reversal of stereotypical sex roles, he becomes 
servile in the presence of the lady bullfighter. 
She appreciates the attention but can’t return 
his affection because she’s still pining for an 
ex-boyfriend. After a bull-ring injury puts 
Lydia in the hospital, Marco finds himself in 
the same position as his new friend, Benigno, 
though unlike Benigno he 
can’t bring himself to lavish 
endless affection on some- 
one who isn’t able to return 
or even acknowledge it. 

This sounds like depress- 
ing fare, but in Almodévar’s 
hands, it’s surprisingly airy, 
both deliberate and playful 
at the same time. He hasn’t 
abandoned the mechanics 
of sexual farce that charac- 
terized his movies in the 
*80s and early ‘90s, he’s 
merely channeled them to- 
ward more dramatic pur- 
poses. Talk to Her is full of 
humor in unexpected 





DOES FATHER KNOW BEST? 7/10 could be why Hope Davis 


is holding Jack Nicholson's hand and not Dermot Mulroney’s 


with the void of mortality and the consola 
tion of compassion. 

Not that Schmidt needs the film's fre 
quent images of fresh meat and stockyard 
bound livestock to remind him that his re 
ward for a lifetime of conformity to the sys 
tem is to be consumed by it. The morning 
after his farewell féte finds him awakening 
involuntarily at 7 a.m. to pore over a Jumble 
puzzle in his den. Later he will join his wife, 
Helen (June Squibb), for breakfast in the 
brand new Winnebago that’s parked in the 
driveway so they can get a taste of what 


places, most notably in its 
centerpiece, a silent film that 
Benigno watches called The 
Shrinking Lover. In this im- 
probable black-and-white ar- 
tifact, a scientist reduces het 
boyfriend to Lilliputian size, 
at which point he gives Talk 
to Her its most delightfully 
raunchy punch line. 

Nonetheless, Almodovar is 
working toward something 
more profound, in measured, 
albeit seemingly wayward, 
steps. It’s in his languid, 
chaste yet sensual attention 
to gesture and detail, in the 
treatment his camera (oper- 
ating, like Benigno, some- 
where between gentleness 
and fetishism) gives to such 
rituals as the bathing of Ali- 
cia’s body, or Lydia’s donning of her bejew- 
eled toreador suit. Most of all, it’s in the per- 
formance of Javier Camara, who plays the 
seemingly benign Benigno as a teddy-bear 
eunuch, apparently harmless but overstuffed 
to the bursting point with compassion and 
longing. (Credit should also go to the other 
performers: Grandinetti, whose Marco is not 
nearly as confident and self-assured as he 
thinks he is; Flores, who cuts a striking, 
tempestuous figure both in and out of the 
ring; and even Watling, who surprises with 
what is surely the liveliest portrayal of a 
coma patient since Glenn Close in Reversal 
of Fortune.) 

If Talk to Her ultimately seems a lesser, 
more subdued work than what Almodévar 
had built toward during his mature period, 
that’s not because the director has lost his 





their future life together will be like. Not 
very appetizing. The only glimpse of hope is 
a TV ad for Save the Children, and Schmidt 
finds himself sponsoring a tiny Tanzanian 
boy named Ndugu, sending him $22 : 
month and letters that are his sole outlet for 
Recited in 
voiceover by Nicholson, they provide the 
film’s unreliable but utterly honest narra 
tion 

Schmidt's complaints are many, though 


rage, frustration, and fear 


they're couched in hilarious attempts at 
decorum. His distaste for his aging, con 
trolling wife (“Who is this old woman who 
lives in my house?”) is eclipsed by his dis 
dain for Randall (Dermot Mulroney), the 
man his only child, Jeannie (Hope Davis) 
has chosen to marry. Unexpected circum 
stances compel him to assert himself one 
so he climbs into the Win 


last time, and 


nebago and heads out to Denver with 
Stops and detours along the way to reflect 


on his own and America’s past and future 


to try t stop the wedding 

His journey recalls the one in David 
Lynch's The Straight Story, and as in that 
film, Payne’s irony transcends parody and 
approaches the tragic. Of course, as in all of 
this director's work, that irony is still pretty 


broad. Isn't it enough to give Randall a 


mullet must he have prematurely thin 


ning hair and a Fu Manchu moustache and 


) 


sell waterbeds, too? The women characters 


verge on misogynistic stereotype, as they 
might in any film that includes in its cast 
both Hope Davis and Kathy Bates. In the 
original Louis Begley novel, Schmidt was an 
urbane, white-shoe New York City lawyer 
whose intelligence and self-awareness flat 
tered the reader’s sympathy. Here he’s is a 
schmuck; should we laugh or admit we 
might be one too? 

But Schmidt is also Jack Nicholson, and 
there’s something about the way he intones 
the words “Dear Ndugu: I hope you're sitting 
down when you read this .. . ” that makes 
him, and us, both in on and the butt of the 
joke. Maybe no other actor, or director, 
could pull that off, or make the film’s con 

shocking, mysterious, and 
no laughing matter at all * 


cluding teat 
inevitable 


eo 


BRIDGING THE COMMUNICATION GAP: /raving lis- 
tened to the boys, Leonor Watling and Rosario Flores start 
talking to each other. 


nerve. He’s still seeing just how far he can 
push; the film culminates in an act of non- 
consensual sex that, though it takes place off 
screen, will probably repulse anyone who was 
offended by the director’s Kika or Tie Me 
Up! Tie Me Down! As in those movies, the 
perpetrator is motivated not by violence but 
by a desperate excess of love 

If that sounds hard to swallow, consider 
that Almodévar’s compassion for even his 
most misguided characters and his matter- 
of-factness make it go down a lot easier. Be- 
sides, he’s less interested in justifying the act 
than in using it as a pretext to ask the ques- 
tions he always asks. Where is the line be- 
tween desire and obsession? What are the 
limits of devotion? Is there such a thing as 
too much love? And how do you know when 
to let go? ® 
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Identity crisis 


In Catch Me If You Can, Steven Spielberg turns cynical 


BY GARY SUSMAN 


atch Me If You Can is a story of shifting 

identities, and not just those of subject 

Frank W. Abagnale Jr., the real-life im- 
postor who spent much of the 1960s pretend- 
ing to be an airline pilot, a doctor, and a 
lawyer, forging millions of dollars in checks 
along the way, all before he turned 21. Star 
Leonardo DiCaprio has also been a 
chameleon throughout his career, and that’s 
true this Christmas, since he gives a very dif 
ferent performance in Gangs of New York. As 
for director Steven Spielberg, well, recall that 
he made Jurassic Park and Schindler's List in 
1993 and The Lost World and Amistad in 
1997. This year, he turned his summer genre 
piece, Minority Report, into the heavy, serious 
film and saved the frothy, popcorn movie for 
the holidays. His most astonishing switch 
however, is that for the first time in his career 
he’s become a cynic 

Spielberg has never been adept at full-on 

comedy (Exhibit A: 1941), and though he 
shows a lot of fizz and relish in depicting 
Frank’s ingenious scams (which are carried 
off by DiCaprio with brio and charm), you 
have to sit through some draggy parts to get 
to them. It’s important to Spielberg (and to 
screenwriter Jeff Nathanson, of Rush Hour 
fame) to show why Frank became a con man 
Blame his parents. Frank Sr. (Christopher 
Walken, who’s about 15 years too old for the 
role but plays it deliciously) is an admired 
small-business man. Mom Paula (Nathalie 
Baye) is a glamorous and sophisticated French 





x* 
Catch Me If You Can 


Directed by Steven Spielberg. Written by Jeff 
| Nathanson based on the book by Frank W. 
Abagnale Jr. with Stan Redding. With Lecaardo 
DiCaprio, Tom Hanks, Christopher Walken, 
Nathalie Baye, Martin Sheen, Amy Adams, and 
Jennifer Garner, A DreamWorks Pictures 
release (146 minutes). Opens Wednesday at 
theaters to be announced. 











Con artists 


NEW YORK — So how did he do it? What was 
it that allowed this rangy kid to spend five years 
posing as a Pan Am jet jockey (flanked by a 
self-procured bevy of beverage-cart-pushing 
beauties), a trial lawyer (having passed the 
Louisiana bar exam fair and square), and a res- 
ident at a big-city hospital — all while blanket- 
ing 50 states and countless foreign nations with 
a blizzard of bad checks? Yes, those 
were simpler, more trusting times. 
And the uniform didn’t hurt. And it’s 
clear that Frank Abagnale had 
quick, canny smarts, an eagle eye 
for detail, and brass-balled aplomb 
(something he rues now as callow 
recklessness). But more than any- 
thing, Abagnale was a natural per- 
former. 

So how does one act as an 
actor? In Manhattan’s Regency 
Hotel, Abagnale himself, now in his 
mid 50s and dressed in a smart 
navy suit with a handkerchief that 
matches his snow-white hair, recalls 
with amused admiration how Di- 
Caprio prepped for his role as a role 
player 

“Leo walked up to me and said, 
‘Mr. Abagnale, | was wondering if | 





could ask you a big favor.| wonder if IS THIS MOVIE A SCAM? Or are DiCaprio, Spielberg, and 
Hanks just looking for honest big bucks at the box office? 


you would consider coming and 


woman. Both turn out to be 
accomplished liars and 
cheats. When they divorce, 
young Frank is so torn apart 
that he runs away, first from 
his family and ultimately 
from the law. So his dishon- 
esty is something he comes 
by honestly 

Like so many Spielberg 
movies, this one is about a 
lost child searching for a 
parent. (As with the robot 
boy in AI, Frank’s love is 
real, but he is not.) The teen 
turns to the one dependable 
figure in his life, Carl Han- 
ratty (Tom Hanks), the G- 
man Javert who pursues him 
across the years 

Carl is a humorless bu 
reaucrat (though Hanks’s 
performance is anything 
but) who nonetheless has 
enough intuition and insight 
to rise above the unimagina- 
tive conformity of the Efrem 
Zimbalist Jr.—era FBI and 
recognize the artistry of 
Frank’s cons. He’s Salieri to 
Frank’s Mozart, the only 
one in a mediocre institution 
who appreciates Frank’s ge- 
nius. And Hanks seems to 
recognize that though he 
once played Joe Friday’s zany young partner 
in the movie version of Dragnet, he’s since 
aged into a doughy Joe Friday himself. 

Frank accomplishes his deceptions via two 
principles he learns from his dad: people know 
only what you tell them, and they’re cowed by 
an impressive uniform. The mid ’60s are still a 
universe away from the “Question Authority” 
buttons of the counterculture and the loss of 
faith in institutions; it’s a period the movie's 
production and costume designers re-create 
with glee, depicting the playful futurism of an 
era that trusted in the benign nature of tech- 


staying with me in.my home for a couple of 
days. I'd like really to get to know a lot about 
you: what makes you tick, what you were think- 
ing about when you were 16. I'd like to know 
your mannerisms, the way you walk, the way 
you talk. If I’m going to play your part, I’d like to 
do it the best | can, and I'd really appreciate if 
you'd do that. 


nology. In other words, it’s the prelapsarian 
version of the world depicted in Minority Re- 
port. The lessons are the same: appearances 
are deceptive, and authority has to earn its re- 
spect. But whereas Minority Report imagined 
the ultimate triumph of humane values, Catch 
Me If You Can suggests that most of us are 
marks and suckers who need to be protected 
from our own credulous naiveté. 

That’s an unusual message to be coming 
from Spielberg, whose characters have al- 
most always evinced some shred of human 
dignity. Not here. Frank drops people, like 


“So | went out and stayed with Leo. And 
every morning until evening he followed me 
around with a recorder and a notepad, and he 
literally never put down the recorder. It came on 
in the morning; it went off in the evening. Break- 
fast. Sitting in the living room. Sitting by the 
pool. Getting into the car. | had to laugh: I'd 
scratch my leg, and he'd go, ‘Why'd you do 
that?’ ‘Because | have an itch on my knee.’ ‘Do 
you do that all the time?’ ‘I don’t think| do ...’” 

Later that morning, | ask DiCaprio about the 
lessons he gleaned from his house guest. 
Sleepy-eyed and shower-wet, he 
clasps a cup of coffee. “The meet- 
ings that | had with Frank were so 
valuable because for the first time | 
really got a sense of how engaging 
this guy must have been. He would 
make you feel calm and at ease 
around him immediately, and you'd 
just feel immersed in what he was 
talking about. | would ask him, ‘Be- 
sides putting on these specific cos- 
tumes, did you ever put on an ac- 
cent? Y’know, did you ever try to 
become an actor?’ And he said, 
‘No, no. | was always myself, | never 
changed who | was. | just studied 
the profession. So | said, ‘Well give 
me an example of you, say, talking 
to Pan Am. And all of a sudden, 
quite unconsciously, | think, he 
started slipping into this Southern 
drawl. | said, ‘Do you realize what 
you were just doing there?’ He’s 





Na 


THE PRICE OF SUCCESS: Leonardo DiCaprio gets down to business with call girl Jennifer Garner. 


his trusting fiancée (Amy Adams), as soon as 
they’re no longer useful, and so does Spiel- 
berg. What happens to her? Or some of the 
other victims of his scams? You never find 
out. Frank lives his life like the TV and 
movie characters he loves (particularly 
James Bond), but though it’s fun to watch 
people being bamboozled on screen, it’s no 
fun in real life. Watching Catch Me If You 
Can, you may feel like one of Frank’s vic- 
tims. You'll be charmed and entertained for 
a couple hours, but then you'll realize you’re 
out 10 bucks. x 


like, ‘No, no, | don’t. What?’ It was instinctual on 
his part. Like a great actor, he had that gift. And 
he is a great actor. But his stage was the real 
world.” 

Has DiCaprio ever used his own talents for a 
similar swindle? “| get asked that question a lot. 
But no. Mr. Spielberg is the one who was a 
young con man. He used to go to the Universal 
lot when he was young and impersonate a pro- 
ducer or a director. He would go in and watch 
people edit television shows, direct television 
shows. He says that’s where he got a lot of his 
education. And he walked in for months, pre- 
tending to be someone that he wasn't. | only 
tried to get out of math homework.” 

Spielberg himself later confirms this but 
avers that “I wasn’t anything like Frank Abag- 
nale. | was shy, | was a mama’s boy. . . . | could- 
n't have done any of the things Frank did. The 
closest | came was when | disguised myself as 
a junior executive and walked onto the Univer- 
sal lot carrying a briefcase. That was the clos- 
est | ever came to doing an Abagnale.” 

And if the director swears that his deceptions 
stemmed from “a desperate need to be a 
moviemaker,” he also can't help admiring how 
young Frank put his acting acumen to use in 
the pursuit of filthy lucre. Spielberg chuckles as 
he thinks back on DiCaprio-as-Abagnale trying 
to pass off an early example of his shaky handi- 
work to a comely cashier. “It’s the sloppiest 
check you've ever seen,” he marvels. “But he 
distracts the teller, and complements her eyes, 
and she just says, ‘How do you want this?’” 

— Mike Miliard 
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Adaptation is the art of self-abuse —. 7 leoeeeee 


monitions as “God 





, i S. iolk a help you if you use 
BY PETER KEOUGH film), a Florida oddball obsessed with orchids, ea . ee : voiceover narration!” 
but mostly about herself and how sad it is that ‘ i 8% Charlie regards 
ike the title hero of Being John Malkovich, she can’t feel as excited about anything as sek ETL hn te Ts } Donald’s project 
director Spike Jonze and screenwriter Laroche does about his flowers. : eT" ae = with contempt 
Charlie Kaufman have crawled through a In short, it’s no story at all, and though in the ede though his sarcastic 
portal into their own brains — and, delighted film we see Susan (Meryl Streep) trying to get a remarks often 
by the endlessly self-reflecting prospect, they grip on her subject from time to time, Charlie’s * - i backfire (his sugges 





show no signs of coming back. That's not quite efforts to wrangle that material into a screen et — — tion that Donald 
the same as having one’s head up one’s ass, but play, and his efforts to wrangle that material ' , f make his villain a 
it’s close enough. Clever and ironic in a solipsis- into a screenplay about writing that screenplay, = : ! “deconstructionist’ 
tic way, Adaptation is an amusing exercise in and so on, provide the giddying gist of the film SIMPLY UNADAPTABLE? Nicolas Cage waits for his Muse to who cuts his victims 
artistic onanism until it dies a slow and painful He makes it tortuously clear how difficult itis to | speak into little pieces ends 
death by terminal whimsy. translate such nebulous material to the screen, up in the script). As 
The film, you'll have gath- to remain true to the intent, indeter Donald's formulaic 
ered, has little to do with the minable though it may be, of the au tasies about Susan, her sexy agent, Valerie (Tilda hackwork pays off, however, Charlie has second 
book it ostensibly adapts **1/2 thor, to forgo the introduction of Swinton), or the cute waitress (Judy Greer) wh« thoughts, and the “principles” of the McKee 
Susan Orlean’s The Orchid Adaptation helpful elements like car chases, expresses interest in his screenplay method begin to make sense. To most viewers 
Thief — though that’s not Directed by Spike Jonze. gunfights, drug running a love Che viewer fares no better. The effect, despite they made sense long before this point, but 
necessarily a bad thing. The Written by Charlie story, or a plot. His misgivings fill some smart-ass laughs, some half-baked at rather than adopt them, Adaptation devolves 
movie Charlie Kaufman Kaufman and Donald the soundtrack with a litany of anxi tempts to explore the notion of “adaptation” as into a parable of the conflict between artistic 
(Nicolas Cage, whose per | Kaufman. With Nicolas ety and self-loathing in which the both an artistic and an evolutionary process purity and pragmatic compromise as represent 
formance depends largely on Cage, Meryl Streep, Chris { words “fat,” “bald,” and “pathetic” (hence the long flashback), is as pointless as ed by the two brothers 
his having love handles and Cooper, Tilda Swinton, predominate. staring into the infinite reflections of parallel Neither, in this case, wins, as the film in its 
thinning hair and looking like Cara Seymour, Brian Cox, 
: : Judy Greer, Maggie 
Gyllenhaal, Ron Livingston, 


Intercut with scenes of him sweat mirrors and as suffocating as the myth of last half-hour sails off on a contrived and wit 
ing at his typewriter are false starts of Uroboros, the snake that eternally swallows its less tangent that violates both Charlie’s princi 
land creature) calls Orlean’s and Jay Tavare. A the “film” itself, including an opening — own tail. But that’s how Charlie describes a plot ples and the McKee method (hint: when the 
book “that sprawling New Columbia Pictures release flashback montage that begins in turn of The 3 (“Psycho meets Silence of the green powder shows up, you might want to 
Yorker shit” — and indeed it (114 minutes). Opens “Los Angeles four and half billion Lambs”), a script written by his evil twin, Don take a powder yourself). This ending could be a 
started out life as a magazine Friday at the Boston years earlier” and ends with Charlie's ald (fictitious, also played by Cage, and coyly brave and ironic metaphor for the film’s own 
article before Orlean padded it | Common, the Fenway, and | birth. These stillborn episodes get credited as co-screenwriter of Adaptation) failed and futile ambitions. But as old-fash 
into a flimsy book-length the Harvard Square andin | him nowhere, and neither does he Donald aspires to his brother’s professional suc ioned moviemaking of either the artistically 
memoir partly about John the suburbs. find relief in his botched attempts at cess (he’s already shown having more luck than pure or the commercially corrupt kind goes, it 


Laroche (Chris Cooper in the : dating, or in his masturbatory fan- Charlie hitting on women on the set of Being just plain sucks e 
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THE SEPTEMBER SESSIONS 
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Featuring new songs from 


Jack Johnson 


with additional music from 
G. Love, Ozomatli, 
DJ Greyboy and others. 
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“Saturday Love” ‘Fragile’ 
“I Didn’t Mean to Turn You 
On, Affair” 

“You Look Good To Me” 


Full Buffet 


Lobster Tail, Baked Stuffed Shrimp, Chicken Marsalla, 
Prime Rib, Pasta, Vegetable, Salad, Bread & Desserts 





“Finally, We Got a Love Thang” 
“Keep On Walking” 
“I’m In the Mood” 























$60 per person / $100 per couple - 1-888-600-9275 Newbury St. Fresh Pond-Alewife 
(617) 236-4930 ment Ctr, (O17) 491-7711 
Fridays - Now Spinning Top 40, R&B, Free Style, Mixed with Old School, 70’s & 80's nacucied.  WINO4Q0RE aus 
(617) 491-0337 (617) 965-5054 






Tickets Available at [ratibonnics, or Charge By Phone 617-423-NEXT 


www.newbury.com 





Sale Ends 1/1/03 
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BY PETER KEOUGH 


nce American cinema’s greatest realist, 

Martin Scorsese has become its great- 

est cartoonist. Based nominally on 
Herbert Asbury’s anecdotal, muckraking 
1928 history, his Gangs of New York aspires 
less to mentors Roberto Rossellini and Vitto 
rio de Sica than to Chuck Avery and Max 
Fleischer, with more than a 


film 


Meaningless streets 


Martin Scorsese’s Dead Rabbits society 


card let us know that it’s “New York City, 
1846.” 

In fact, it’s obviously a movie set that cost 
Harvey Weinstein a small fortune. Built 
about 5000 miles from Manhattan (in 
Rome's Cinecitta), it suggests more a stag- 
ing of Annie than the brutal squalor of the 
Five Points slum of a century and a half ago 
The colorful gangs, armed with whimsical 

makeshift knobby cudgels, 





nod to George Miller of Mad 
Max fame. Replacing most at- 
tempts at historical accuracy 
(Scorsese claims that he 
dreamed for years of adapting 
this book, but in the film he al- 
most entirely disregards it) 
with operatic caricatures might 
not have been a mistake had 
the director also discarded his 
pretenses to mythmaking and 
embraced instead the comic- 
book nonsense as a guilty and 
expensive pleasure. 

The tone of Catholic guilt 
and high seriousness sets in at 
once as Priest Vallon (Liam 
Neeson) initiates his only son, 
Amsterdam, into the mysteries 
of macho sado-masochism 
with a mild blood rite that has 
sacramental overtones. Vallon 
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suburbs. 


Gangs of 
New York 


Directed by Martin 
Scorsese. Written by Jay 
Cocks, Steven Zaillian, 
and Kenneth Lonergan 
based on the book by 
Herbert Asbury. With 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Daniel 
Day Lewis, Cameron Diaz, 
Jim Broadbent, John C. 
Reilly, and Brendan 
Gleeson. A Miramax Films 
release (168 minutes). 
Opens Friday at the 
Boston Common, the 
Fenway, the Kendall 
Square, and the West 
Newton and in the 


" edged weapons, filed teeth, and 
spiked footwear (no firearms), 
bear names from the Asbury 
source — the Plug Uglies, the 
Shirt Tails, the Bowery Boys 
but wear costumes reminiscent 
of Walter Hill’s The Warriors. 
The climactic clash, like some 
WWE event multiplied by a 
thousand, ends with Bill ruefully 
caressing Priest Vallon’s face 
before cutting out his heart, and 
young Amsterdam fleeing the 
scene only to return 15 years 
later as Leonardo DiCaprio with 
a bogus tale of revenge, Oedipal 
confusion, and male bonding to 
unfold. 

That story which involves 
Amsterdam's ingratiating him- 
self incognito into Bill’s good 
graces, rising through the 








heads the Irish gang.the Dead 
Rabbits, who along with allied bands are 
preparing for battle against the Native Amer- 
icans, the army of jingoistic local yokels led 
by Bill “The Butcher” Cutting (Daniel Day 
Lewis), a neighborhood warlord with no- 
tions of political power and ethnic cleansing. 
An establishing shot (zooming in apparently 
from the space shuttle) and a helpful title 


ranks, becoming his second-in- 
command, sleeping with his girlfriend Jenny 
(Cameron Diaz with red hair, a scar, and an 
erratic brogue), and plotting his demise, all 
narrated in voiceover in DiCaprio’s insipid 
Irish accent — seems beside the point in 
light of Day Lewis’s performance. He’s the 
biggest Toon of all, decked out in a Cat-in- 
the-Hat-sized stovepipe and a walrus mous- 


In medias mess 


The Two Towers Is the 
world’s greatest video game 


BY PETER KEOUGH 


hat does it say abou: the second in- 

stallment of Peter Jackson’s The 

Lord of the Rings that the best per- 
formance is by a special effect? Just 
glimpsed at the end of last year’s The Fel- 
lowship of the Ring, Gollum, who’s voiced by 
Andy Serkis (he’s being touted by New Line 
Studio as an Oscar candidate), is the closest 
thing this centerpiece of Peter Jackson’s 
adaptation of the Tolkien trilogy has to dra- 
matic depth or conflict. This digitally ren- 
dered homunculus is the former owner of 
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The Lord of the Rings: 
The Two Towers 


Directed by Peter Jackson. Written by Frances 
Walsh, Philippa Boyens, Stephen Sinclair, and 
Peter Jackson based on the novel by J.R.R. 
Tolkien. With Elijah Wood, lan McKellen, Viggo 
Mortensen, Sean Astin, Billy Boyd, John Rhys- 
Davies, Dominic Monaghan, Christopher Lee, 
Miranda Otto, Brad Dourif, and Orlando 
Bloom. A New Line Pictures release (162 
minutes). At the Boston Common, the Fenway, 
the Fresh Pond, and the Circle and in the 
suburbs. 


the Ring of Power; now debased into a sibi- 
lant, loin-clothed junkie craving his Precious 
fix, he’s like Laurence Olivier’s Richard II] 
compared with the stiff-upper-lipped forti- 
tude or leering villainy of the rest of the cast 

But nuanced characterizations and per- 
formances are not what you expect from 
Epics, or high-tech video games, and The 
lwo Towers is more of the latter than the 
former. As Jackson gets deeper into 
Tolkien’s tale (and he shows here the same 
cinematic efficiency — if less clarity — in 
translating the complicated and intricately 
detailed narrative onto the screen with the 
minimum of deletions and changes), he 
seems to get farther from its spirit, its emo- 
tion, and its magic. 

The spectacle of thousands of Orcs 
charging on giant hyenas or hundreds of 
towering Ents striding across a blighted 
landscape impresses only so much before 
you want to reach for a joy stick and get in 
on the action yourself. The sight of a 
transfigured Gandalf galloping on his white 
charger might stir Messianic comparisons, 
but he also looks like a geeky, generic wiz- 
ard astride a unicorn. The way special ef- 
fects can make Tolkien’s fantasy literal un- 
dermines one’s capacity to believe in it and 
underscores the adolescent inclinations of 


THE “DRAMATIC” CLIMAX between Daniel Day Lewis and 


Leonardo DiCaprio is just a dreary rematch of the film’s opening bout 


tache big enough to hang it on. More im- 
portant, he’s inspired with an antic, logor- 
rheic subversiveness that brings out the 
same in Scorsese. True to his name, Day 
Lewis’s Butcher slices through the baloney, 
his anarchic fury and sardonic asides cut- 
ting short the film’s worst indulgences in 
sentiment and self-importance. When a 
character unloads a gas cloud of platitudes 
and circumlocutions, Bill clears the air by 
hilariously asking, “What in heaven’s name 
are you talking about?” 

Too bad the question wasn’t directed at 
Scorsese himself. To his credit, Gangs does 


those who manage to do so. 

Some poetry does remain — for example, 
the Miltonic fall of Gandalf. He thrashes 
with the evil Balrog barring the Fellowship’s 
passage through the Mines of Moria en 
route to Mordor so Frodo (Elijah Wood), the 
Ring bearer, can cast his burden into the 
fires of Mount Doom. It’s all a dream — 
Frodo’s recurring nightmare of that awful 
moment that splintered the Fellowship, and 
the story. We thus have three narrative lines, 
and Jackson sustains them with admirable 


WHERE’S GOLLUM? Fiijali Wood and Sean Astin get up- 
staged by a special effect on their way to Mordor. 


coherence. Frodo and his faithful servant 
Sam (Sean Astin) have set off alone to Mor- 
dor over snow-topped mountains in a trek 
reminiscent of Dorothy and company’s as- 
sault on the Wicked Witch’s castle. Their 
friends Pippin (Billy Boyd) and Merry (Do- 
minic Monaghan) have been captured by a 
gang of mutant Orcs. And the moody human 
wanderer Aragorn (Viggo Mortensen), along 
with the Dwarf Gimli (John Rhys-Davies, 
whose comedy is a welcome but infrequent 
relief) and the Elf Legolas (Orlando Bloom), 
have set off to find them. 

The wanderings of this last group take 


struggle to give historical reality to the 
themes of male rage and ineffectuality, tribal 
dislocation, cultural conflict, and religious 
recidivism that he made so vivid and precise 
in Mean Streets, Taxi Driver, and Good- 
Fellas. For half of its 168 minutes, the film 
does wed its generic tale to the conflict be- 
tween the established powers and the wave 
of immigration shaping America at the time, 
with Jim Broad- 
bent providing 
the appropriate 
note of genial 
corruption as 
Boss Tweed of 
Tammany Hall 
But the moment 
the shillelagh 
wielding Monk 
(Brendan Glee- 
son) notes how 
“Shakespearean” 
Amsterdam’ s lit- 
tle melodrama is 
shaping up, his- 
tory and artifice 
part company. 
The film’s show- 
stopping finale, a 
re-creation of the 
1863 Draft 
Riots, one of 
America’s most 
shameful disas 
ters, arrives al- 
most as if from a 
separate movie, 
and it’s tangential and irrelevant to the so- 
called dramatic climax, which is a dreary re- 
match of the film’s opening bout. 

Had Scorsese shown the genius and dar- 
ing he’s capable of, had he confronted and 
probed the contradictions, ambiguities, and 
troubling truths of this period (if a voiceover 
is needed, why not one from the Butcher?), 
he might have made a truly great film. He 
might have achieved what Coppola tried to 
with Apocalypse Now. Instead he’s mounted 
a decadent diversion, a compromised, bloat- 
ed comic strip that suggests his age of movie 
innocence is over. ca 


them to the human outposts of Rohan and 
Gondor, where decadent realms must regird 
their loins to face the evil onslaught of Sauron 
and his lackey, the turncoat wizard Saruman 
(Christopher Lee). Meanwhile, Pippin and 
Merry have taken refuge with Treebeard (an- 
other winning special effect) and his ancient 
ambulatory tree people the Ents. And the 
hopeless task of Frodo and Sam is made easi- 
er and more complicated by the appearance 
of the tormented Gollum, who's the twisted 
mirror image of Frodo himself. 

And you thought keep- 
ing Qatar, Uzbekistan, 
and Yemen straight was 
difficult. In fact, though 
the subtext gets buried 
beneath the many, many 
battle scenes, for this 
lapsed Tolkien fan the 
parallels to contemporary 
events are where the real 
interest lies. Tolkien de- 
nied that his work was an 
allegory, and he may be 
right. It’s more of a tem- 
plate, a vivid outline of 
the power struggles en- 
demic to history, its application shifting with 
each new look and new era. 

In the first cinematic episode, I thought 
the evildoers Sauron and Saruman were 
stand-ins for bin Laden and al-Qaeda and 
the Axis of Evil. But now I’m not so sure. 
As Saruman cuts down all the trees in his 
kingdom, strip-mines its resources, and 
mechanizes his realm into a polluting cis- 
tern of mindless clones, it looks more like a 
Republican vision of America. And if you 
straightened out Gollum’s posture a bit and 
put him in a suit and a tie and a cowboy 
hat... = 








AN AUSTRALIAN AFTER ALL: Noyce 


Everlyn Sampi 


2 


bonds with his Aboriginal teen star. 


Fence mending 


Phillip Noyce goes back Down Under 


ears ago, I was the rare American critic 

to take notice in print of Phillip Noyce’s 

1978 film Newsfront and, more, go wild 
for it. In fact — what hyperbolic flow! I ac- 
tually called it “the Australian Citizen Kane,” 
this Abel-Cain story of two brothers, one a 
gritty Aussie TV documentarian, the other a 
swaggering, moved-to-the-USA sellout 

Jump ahead 10 years: | was at an LA dinnet 
party and there was Noyce. “That review ru- 
ined my life,” | remember 
him telling me. Huh? 
“That’s right. I took seri- 
ously what you wrote and 
believed that | should only 
do masterpieces. For a few 
years, | turned down every 
feature as unworthy. Only 
recently, I’ve realized that 
it’s okay to direct small 
films. One film at a time.” 

Thank God, I was off the hook! In 1989, 
Noyce made the brilliant Australian neo-noir 
Dead Calm, with Nicole Kidman, and Holly- 
wood came seeking his talents. (And hers.) 
The Wellesian impulses were put to sleep 
while Noyce became among the most com- 
mercial, and prolific, of LA-based filmmakers, 
specializing in big-budget guy movies and 
slick-concept thrillers: Patriot Games (1992), 
Sliver (1993), Clear and Present Danger 
(1994), The Saint (1997), The Bone Collector 
(1999). 

“I was happy, I was content. I was paid a 
lot of money to shoot action movies, and trav- 
el to exotic places,” Noyce told me when we 
talked last August at the Montreal World Film 
Festival. “For an Australian who had grown up 
on the feast or famine of government funding, 
what an idea to make one film after another 
and get paid crazy fees to make them!” 

Still, what had become of the once-impas- 
sioned filmmaker with bite? Had I been alone 
in wishing for more from émigré Noyce than 
Hollywood heaven? Than being Harrison 
Ford’s studio homeboy? A crash back to 
earth? Hallelujah, it’s happened! In 2002, a 
reinvigorated Noyce, working through Mira- 
max, directed not one but two potent, sophis- 
ticated, art-house films, and both with political 
agendas. The Quiet American, a Graham 
Greene adaptation that will soon arrive in 
Boston, is a straight-ahead indictment of the 
US's fatal dallying in Vietnam. And this 
Wednesday we'll get (at the Kendall Square) 
Noyce’s triumphal cinematic return to Aus- 
tralia, in which he attacks his native country’s 
history of racist policies. 

Rabbit-Proof Fence is the based-in-fact tale 
of how, beginning in the ’30s, half-Aboriginal 


children with white fathers were taken from 
their mothers and sent to government orphan- 
ages, where they were trained to be servants 
rhe screenwriter, Christine Olsen, had tele- 
phoned Noyce from Australia and said, “| 
have the perfect script for you. You are the 
pertect director.” Noyce’'s pissed-oft reaction 
‘She rang in the middle of the night and this 
was my private number! I didn’t want to heat 
about her and her crazy screenplay. All day 
people in LA say the same 
thing. Everyone is a writer 
and a producer So I told 
her to send it to my office 
That was fine: it would 
disappear into my assis 
tants’ world.” 
Instead, “My African 
American receptionist 
read Rabbit-Proof Fence 
first and passed it on to two of my official 
script readers. They all said, ‘It’s wonderful.’ 
Then I read it and I was really moved. 
wonderful story.” 

Then Noyce froze: “I believed I couldn’t do 
it, that | was no longer an Australian.” At the 
same time he grew increasingly alienated by 
the endless rewrites on The Sum of All Fears, 
the Tom Clancy adaptation he'd been slated to 
direct. “As I continued on The Sum of All 
Fears, | felt 1 wasn’t an American, either. So I 
went back to Australia to do the DVD for 
Newsfront, and | interviewed the people in- 
volved with that film. And I turned 50. I real- 
ized I was an Australian after all. Rabbit-Proof 
Fence? It was the most successful Australian 
film of the year, taking in $7.2 million, about 
the same there as for Tom Clancy films.” 

Okay, Newsfront. Watching it now, a quar- 
ter-century later, Noyce places himself where 
inside the movie? “There’s the brother, Len 
Maguire, who stays at home in Australia and 
maintains his morals, and there’s his sellout 
brother, Frank Maguire, the go-getter. As a 
director, you can take on every character, and | 
I’m both of those guys. Frank is where you 
begin to take on the American value system. A 
lady in Hollywood said to me one day, “You 
bought a Lexus. That’s a TV director’s car.’ 
That I gave her enough credence to consider 
what she said shows that I’d undergone a neg- 
ative metamorphosis.” 

And now? “I’m back to guy one, Len, 
fiercely patriotic about Australia, even if it kills 
him.” And the future? Noyce sighed. “I wish | 
could make independent films and get paid 
the same fees as Hollywood escapist movies. & 


It was a 


Gerald Peary can be reached at 
gpeary@world.std.com. 
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BORDERS 


BOOKS*MUSIC*MOVIES*CAFE 


SEE STEVE FORBERT AT THE BULL RUN. 


See Steve Forbert perform his classics & songs 
from his new CD, Any Old Time, The Songs of Jimmy Rodgers 
Saturday, December 28, at The Bull Run in Shirley. 
For ticket information, call 978.425.4311. 


"ANY OLD TIME" 


ANY OLD TIME 
IS JUST 
$13.99CD 
AT BOSTON 
AREA BORDERS 


LOCATION 


To find a store near you, call 1.888.81IBOOKS. Or shop at www.borders.com. 
Local and online prices may vary. 


Boston - 617-557-7188 Framingham - 508-87 | N. Attleboro 008-699-7766 
56-511] Hyannis - 508-862-636 Peabody - 978-538-3003 
’.679-0887 Kingston - 781-582-8100 508-845-8665 


630-1120 Methuen - 978-689-1999 603-888-9300 


Braintree 78) 3 
C ambriage 617 
Chestnut Hill - 617 


Shrewsbury 
Nashua, NH 


The Phoenix Media 
Communications Group 

is looking for a few good men 
and women for our 

Intern Program 


We understand that you need to 
have real experience to get a real 
job. We also understand that you 
are not done having fun and that 
the thought of the “real worid” is 
still a few months away. So come 
work for us. Currently, we have 
internship opportunities in almost 
every department. And our interns 
get real job experience and have 
up to 97% more fun while getting it 


At feast that’s what our 
numbers guy tells us. 


So, think about it - you could 
spend the next 4 months making 
coffee and sharpening pencils for 
a guy with a toupé or you could 
come work for the coolest media 
company in Boston. 


For more information contact 

Susan Croshaw 

at 617-859-3340 or fax: 617-425-2615 
internships@phx.com 


PHOENIX 
INTERNSHIPS 
ARE NOW 97% 
MORE FUN!!! 


Pheeni 


RADIO NETWORK 


Shight 
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ANTWONE FISHER 


This Antwone Fisher (Derek Luke) is some 
guy. His father was murdered before he was 
born. His mother gave him up for adoption to 
a woman who — as the film indicates in 
flashbacks — beat him, tried to make him feel 
worthless; and exposed him to sexual abuse 
by a babysitter. Now a Navy seaman, 
Antwone has a temper and gets into fights. 
He lands in the office of a fatherly psychiatrist 
(Denzel Washington) who helps him acquire 
self-esteem, a better attitude, a perfect girl- 
friend, and the determination to seek his bio- 
logical mother. 

Based on the real Antwone Fisher's autobi- 
ographical screenplay and straightforwardly 
directed by Washington, this old-fashioned 
after-school special benefits from sincerity 
and from a good performance by Luke. The 
film also has its awkwardnesses (like the min- 
ing of the psychiatrist's troubled marriage for 
a rather arbitrary subplot), a certain lack of 
tension (Antwone is so wonderful that the 
outcome of his contest with his demons is 
never in question), and the usual liberal- 
drama implication that the face of a social 
problem can’t be seen unless someone “like 
us” looks at it. (120 minutes) Opens Wednes- 
day at the Kendall Square and other theaters 


to be announced. 
— Chris Fujiwara 


ANTWONE FISHER: Derek Luke finds 
the perfect girlfriend in Joy Bryant. 


EVELYN 


This film seems to have been made in the be- 
lief that someone somewhere exists who 
needs to be informed that the Irish are, by 
and large, a congenial and pious people who 
may love their drink but are little the worse for 
that. Based on events that took place in 
Dublin in the 1950s, Evelyn describes the ef- 
forts of Desmond Doyle (Pierce Brosnan), a 
poor tradesman whose wife leaves him one 
St. Stephen's Day, to retrieve his three young 
children from the custody of the Church. His 
quest through the courts becomes a cause 
célébre, and, not to give anything away, he 
wins in time for the following Christmas. 

For a while the unrelieved conventionality 
of the film’s every aspect can be felt as bland- 
ly comforting, and there are many, many pub 
scenes, which Bruce Beresford (as complete 
a hack as any director who ever lived) milks 
for each ounce of quaintness. But the most 
confirmed sentimentalist must lose heart at 
the outpouring of treacle in the movie’s last 
third, when Desmond is inspired to argue the- 
ology on the witness stand (a foik tune 
welling up on the soundtrack), his little 
daughter faces down her persecutors with the 
help of her guardian angel, and so on till they 
unwrap the presents. (94 minutes) Opens Fri- 
day at the Copley Place, the Kendall Square, 
and the West Newton and in the suburbs. 

— Chris Fujiwara 


A 29-year-old Jeremy lrons and a 43-year-old 
Judi Dench star in this 1978 BBC effort, 
which has finally made its way to the Muse- 
um of Fine Arts. Adapted by Harold Pinter 
from a 1966 novel by Irish writer Aidan Hig- 
gins, the somewhat cryptic film is set in the 
1930s in the countryside near Dublin. 
Dench’s Imogen Langrishe, one of three spin- 


. 


trailers 


MISSED Q: instead of trying to pass off Tom Hardy as Patrick Stewart’s clone, the 


STAR TREK: NEMESIS 


filmmakers should have brought back John de Lancie. 


Star Trek: The Next Generation, which over 178 episodes on television shone brightest of all 
Gene Roddenberry’s creations, here goes out with a whimper. The premise in what's promised 
to be this Enterprise crew's farewell appearance is that Captain Jean-Luc Picard (Patrick Stew- 
art) has a clone who possesses a radiation weapon that can wipe out Earth. Praetor Shinzon 
(Tom Hardy) grew up on Romulus's slave sister planet, Remus, but he’s gained control of the 
Romulan Senate and has that empire's forces behind him. The catch is that Shinzon doesn't re- 
ally look, talk, or act like Jean-Luc — he’s a lot more like John de Lancie’s Q (who would have 
been a preferable opponent). More convincing is the Data prototype the crew find — of course, 
“B-4” looks just like Data because Brent Spiner plays both parts. 

The twin metaphors get a little ponderous, but the real problem with Nemesis is that the ac- 
tors, who over seven years developed actual characters and relationships, are given cameo 
roles — only Stewart and Spiner have any meat on their parts. Commander Riker (Jonathan 
Frakes) and Counselor Troi (Marina Sirtis) are finally getting married, but nothing is made of it. 
The numerous attempted homages to TV episodes (Troi’s mental rape; Data’s having a brother) 
come off more as desperation and lack of imagination, and not even Stewart can salvage “Like 
a thousand other commanders on a thousand other battlefields, | wait for the dawn.” As for the 
action scenes, they draw all too obviously on everything from Star Wars to James Bond. TNG 
episodes like “Darmok,” “The Royale,” “Remember Me,” and “Frame of Mind” were dense mini- 
movies; Nemesis is an inflated TV episode. There’s a poignancy about the end, but it doesn’t 
touch the end of the TV series. This is not a bad movie — it outdoes Star Wars and The Lord of 
the Rings — but it could have been so much more. (116 minutes) At the Boston Common, the 
Fenway, the Fresh Pond, and the Circle and in the suburbs. 


ster sisters clinging to the fraying string 


— Jeffrey Gantz 


neth Branagh is understated as the official 
overseeing the investigation; Walkabouts 
David Gulpilil is superb as a silent tracker 
who may be torn between duty and racial 
loyalty. Peter Gabriel's evocative score and 
Christopher Doyle’s gorgeous photography 
enliven this glimpse into Australia’s dark im- 
perialistic past. (94 minutes) Opens 
Wednesday at the Kendail Square, the West 
Newton, and other theaters to be an- 
nounced. 

— Peg Aloi 


TWO WEEKS NOTICE 


Both Katharine and Audrey Hepburn are 
name-checked in writer/director Marc 
Lawrence’s light but likable romantic come- 
dy about a mismatched pair who fight cute 
until the predictable third reel. Two Weeks 
Notice isn’t the worst film that tries to chan- 
nel the Hepburn/Tracy magic with a formula- 
ic story about a cad redeemed by a woman 
of character. Hugh Grant's George Wade is 
a multimillionaire New York City property de- 
veloper as ambivalent about his work as he 
is about romantic relationships. Sandra Bul- 
lock’s Lucy Kelson is the Harvard Law grad 
he hires as his chief counsel to irritate his 
controlling older brother, and because the 
rich playboy likes having fetching women 
around to, well, fetch for him. But after doing 
that for five years, she gives the title notice. 
Is it too late for him to fall in love? 

By now, Grant can do this kind of role in 
his sleep; here he recycles his Bridget Jones 
Diary boss — who in real life would be 
hauled into court, but that’s another matter. 
Bullock does her own version of Barbra 
Streisand’s Katie from The Way We Were: a 
lovable political activist whom the handsome 
heel can't help falling for, even though she 
cares more about saving trees and historical 
landmarks than making money. But the real 
mystery is why Lawrence would want to call 
our attention to the sweet memory of both 
Hepburns. It's like mentioning French cuisine 
to someone who's eating at McDonald's. 
(100 minutes) Opens Friday at the Boston 
Common, the Fenway, the Fresh Pond, and 
the Chestnut Hill and in the suburbs. 

— Loren King 





of the Anglo-lrish aristocracy, takes up 
with lrons’s handsome, pretentious 
Bavarian scholar, who's renting a cot- 
tage on the Langrishe property while 
working on a perpetual thesis connect- 
ing 17th-century trish culture to the 
Brothers Grimm and Goethe. Against a 
backdrop of general lushness and 
decay, their affair moves from newly 
unbuttoned sensuality to cruelty and 
discord while Imogen’s repressed sis- 
ter (Annette Crosbie) looks tensely, 
voyeuristically on and the simpler sib- 
ling (Susan Williamson) feeds the 
chickens. 

Pinter’s fractured screenplay and 
David Jones's enigmatic direction 
place the romance in a deep bed of 
elegiac and even political subtext, and 
Pinter plays a small part. But the de- 
light is in watching the pre—French 
Lieutenant's Woman Irons as a callow yet 
charming user — his moustache weighing - 


‘awkwardly on a lip spouting intense, intellec- 


tual hooey — and especially the younger, kit- 
tenish Dench that the movies mostly missed. 
It's so hard to think of Judi as a Dame when 
she’s rubbing whipped cream into her nip- 
ples. (105 minutes) At the Museum of Fine 
Arts Friday through Sunday and Thursday, 
and thereafter December 27 through 29 and 
January 3 and 4 and 9.through 12. 

— Carolyn Clay 


RABBIT-PROOF FENCE 


Director Phillip Noyce (Patriot Games) re- 
turns to his native continent with this based- 
in-fact film that has already caused consid- 
erable controversy Down Under. In 1931, the 


RABBIT-PROOF FENCE: Everlyn Sampi makes an in- 


spired debut. 


“White Australia Policy” decreed that “half- 
caste” Aboriginal children fathered by whites 
would be forcibly removed from their homes 
and trained for domestic servitude. Many of 
these children were fathered by the men 
who built and maintained the rabbit-proof 
fence that bisects Australia. The heroines of 
Noyce’s story, Molly, Daisy, and Gracie, are 
taken from their mothers in Jigalong and 
sent to a settlement 1200 miles away — but 
with plucky Molly (Everlyn Sampi in an im- 
pressive debut — see “Film Culture,” on 
page 7) leading the way, the girls escape, 
traveling by night and foraging for food as 
they search for and follow the fence that will 
lead them back home. 

Pieced together from letters and police re- 
ports, the straightforward narrative refuses 
to demonize the government's actions. Ken- 


THE WILD 
THORNBERRYS | 
MOVIE 


The Nickelodeon animated TV 
series about a gonzo family who 
u make wildlife documentaries gets 
bumped to the big screen. Eliza 
Thornberry (voice of Lacey 
Chabert) has the ability (as grant- 
ed by a shaman) to communicate 
with animals, but can’t tell anyone 
or she'll lose it. In this African out- 
ing, the precocious pre-teen 
loses a cheetah cub to poachers 
(Rupert Everett and Marisa 
Tomei) and gets shipped off to a 
British boarding school for her 
troubles. The poachers then im- 
plement a sadistic scheme td 
slaughter a herd of migrating elephants and 
Eliza stops at nothing to wangle her way 
back to the Serengeti. 

The old-school animation directed by 
Cathy Malkasian and Jeff McGrath is im- 
pressive, and the content has enough witty 
barbs to keep adults entertained. The best 
distractions come from Eliza’s pop-culture- 
craving, Valley-girl-speaking older sister 
(Danielle Harris), the rambunctious pet 
chimp named Darwin (Tom Kane), and 
Dannie, the incoherent, grub-digging 
younger brother (Flea of the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers). It’s a fun family safari chock full 
of environmental lessoning. (80 minutes) 
Opens Friday at the Copley Place, the Fen- 
way, the Fresh Pond, and the Circle and in 
the suburbs. 

— Tom Meek 
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BY BILL RODRIGUEZ 


he most complex sustained scientific 

metaphor in theater history won the 

Tony for Best Play in 2000, and every 
regional theater worth its lighting grids has 
been trying to illuminate it since. Now it’s 
Trinity Repertory Company’s turn, and each 
dark corner of Britisher Michael Frayn’s 
Copenhagen, which is heaped with tangled 
theories about a mysterious 1941 meeting 
between physicists Niels Bohr and Werner 
Heisenberg in the city of the title, gets en- 
thusiastically explored. 

Actually, you could treat this production 
like a foreign film where you get so caught 
up in expressive interactions that for stretch 
es you stop checking the subtitles. Even 
physics phobes need have no fear. Trinity 
artistic director Oskar Eustis has under- 
scored the central component in Frayn’s 
equation for success: though this is a play of 
ideas, its main engine is emotions and other 
felt consequences of ideas. 

Copenhagen’s three charac- 


theater 


Quantum ethics 


Michael Frayn’s Copenhagen scores at Trinity 


tors of the Copenhagen Interpretation of 
quantum mechanics, which is the theoretical 
underpinning of the atomic bomb. Heisen- 
berg (Stephen Thorne), who's the secret 
head of the Ge:nan atomic program, is vis- 
iting his mentor, Bohr (Timothy Crowe), in 
his home in occupied Denmark. The play 
asks why Heisenberg came to Copenhagen, 
and it fields several competing possibilities. 
Was he trying to pick the brains of Bohr, 
Europe’s foremost expert on fission — or 
even recruit him? Was he trying to halt any 
Allied atomic-bomb work by suggesting 
both sides make a pact? Was he seeking ab- 
solution? Or simply bragging about his new 
responsibilities? 

Frayn has the speculation take place after 
the characters’ deaths; this provides an Eter- 
nal Question perspective and facilitates shift- 
ing back and forth in time. The presence of 
Margrethe (Anne Scurria) induces the physi- 
cists to argue “in plain language”; she’s also 
a solo Greek chorus expressing mistrust of 
Heisenberg’s motives. 

Eustis realizes that physical- 





ters (the third is Bohr’s wife, 
Margrethe) seethe and trust 
and shout and suspect in an 
orgy of arguments, recrimina- 
tions, and mismatched memo- 
ries till they all but collapse in a 
heap. Frayn, author of the im- 
possibly convoluted yet hilari- 
ous farce Noises Off, knows full 
well that whether engaged peo- 
ple are bumping into each 
other or into each other’s 
adamant convictions, we won’t 
be able to take our eyes off them. 
The mysterious meeting on which the 
play focuses was between the two formula- 


Copenhagen 


By Michael Frayn. Directed 
by Oskar Eustis. Set and 
lighting by Eugene Lee. 
Costumes by William Lane. 
Sound by Peter Hurovitz. 
With Timothy Crowe, 
Stephen Thorne, and Anne 
Scurria. At Trinity 
Repertory Company 
through January 19. 


ized drama can be as com- 
pelling as physical humor, so 
he has the actors pace like 
caged tigers, ranging up the 
aisles even when not address- 
ing us, as they often do. Both 
physicists were considered reti- 
cent, but accuracy would have 
tuned them into PBS talking 
heads. So Thorne makes 
Heisenberg peripatetic, youth- 
fully exuberant, as he tries 
to... what? ingratiate? win 
over himself, as well as the Bohrs, to the 
idea of his ethical innocence? (The crown- 
ing irony, of course, is that Bohr will soon 


Basic truths 


Revels goes to Armenia and Georgia 


BY JEFFREY GANTZ 


&6 s our world gets smaller, may our 
understanding of it get broader,” 
writes Revels director Patrick Swan- 

son in his program note for this year’s 

Christmas Revels — and that’s a fair state- 

ment of what his organization has been 

doing for the past 30 years. Revels’ celebra- 
tions of the winter and summer solstices 
have taken Boston (and, as the franchise has 


spread, much of America) all over the world. 


This year’s edition travels to Armenia and 
Georgia, the one bordering Iran and Turkey, 
the other Turkey and Russia; Revels was, ex- 
ecutive director Gayle Rich explains in the 
program, inspired by the Armenian popula- 


‘The Christmas Revels 


Directed by Patrick Swanson. Musical 
direction by George Emlen. Set by Jeremy 
Barnett. Costumes by Heidi Ann Hermiller. 
Lighting by John Ambrosone. Sound design by 
William Winn. Choreography by Judy Erickson. 
With David Coffin, Paula Plum or Rena Baskin, 
Haig Faniants, Ani Zargarian, Sam Johnson, 
the Ararat Chorus, the Solstice Mummers, the 
Arev Armenian Folk Ensemble, the 
Pomegranate Children, the Pinewoods Morris 
Men, the Cambridge Symphonic Brass 
Ensemble, and the Nor Secund Dancers. At 
Sanders Theatre through December 29. 


tion of Watertown, the community where the 
organization is now housed. It’s typical that 
Revels should explore the world by begin- 
ning in its own back yard. 

The central figure here is fabled 18th- 
century gusan (a medizval Armenian trou- 
badour) Sayat Nova, whose vocal prowess 
bests the ud and blul players he meets in 
“The Contest.” Revels always starts at the 
beginning, however, so before that we have 
an excerpt from the Noah’s Flood section of 
the Chester Mystery Cycle (remember that 
Mount Ararat, where the Ark is said to have 
landed, is in what used to be Armenia), with 
Noah and his Wife appearing as faces in 
Mary Azarian’s nifty woodcut-like panel. 
Sayat Nova’s songs take us through the first 
half of the show, where love blooms and a 
wedding is celebrated; there’s a puppet 
show, a slack-rope walker balances between 
old year and new, order and chaos, and the 
audience sings along on a round based on a 
melody by Armenian-American composer 
(and Somerville native) Alan Hovhaness. 
After intermission, Sayat Nova is invited to 
Tblisi and the court of the king of Georgia, 
where he falls in love with the king’s sister, 
Anna. We see the founding of Tblisi acted 
out, the Ararat Chorus sings hymns in 
Georgia’s unique polyphony (Georgian tun- 
ing and harmony are a wonder all their 
own), and the Revels does its version of a 


BUMPING INTO EACH OTHER: Copenhagen may 
be a play of ideas, but it’s the human interaction — 
here between Anne Scurria and Timothy Crowe — that 


draws us in. 


escape to America and join the Manhattan 
Project, whereas Heisenberg, whose pro- 
gram failed, was never party to killing a fly.) 
Crowe is convincing as an avuncular 
Bohr, but if he risked more gravitas and 


local mummers’ play in which at one point 
the Sun Child is wrapped in a Caucasian 
carpet. But the king is not about to marry 
his sister to a troubadour, so there’s sadness 
in the midst of joy. 

All this is presented with Revels’ usual 
personality and professionalism and 
backed, as always, by a program booklet 
that’s beautifully designed and full of help- 
ful information. (The 
song titles even appear in 
their original Armenian or 
Georgian Mxedruli 
script.) The talented local 
actress Paula Plum is a 
saucy narrator, weaving 
the story together (rugs, i 
presume Armenian, form 
the backdrop for much of 
the action), hamming it 
up as mother hen to the 
children in Sufi wise-fool 
tales and a Georgian story 
of a self-justifying jackal 
who sneaks into a chicken 
coop, then turning seri- 
ous when Sayat meets 
Anna. (Rena Baskin alter- 
nates in this role.) Haig 
Faniants is a poignant 
Sayat with a powerful, 
resonant voice that fills 
Sanders Theatre (the sound system seems 
especially natural this year). Ani Zargarian 
is a sexy, winsome, independent Anna and 
another knockout singer. Funambulist Sam 
Johnson not only balances on the slack 
rope, he juggles clubs on it, rides a unicy- 
cle, and juggles clubs while riding the uni- 
cycle. The regular Christmas Revels fea- 
tures — “The Lord of the Dance,” the Ab- 
bots Bromley Horn Dance, the “Sussex 


sober suspicion, he would charm us less but 
tighten the tension. Scurria, with fewer lines 
and more expressions, creates a sly proxy as 
she reflects our distrust and puzzlement. 

And puzzlement — humbling puzzle- 
ment — is a nagging fourth character here. 
Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle doesn’t 
imply that we can’t be sure of anything, just 
that we must choose what we want to be 
sure about. Hf we measure 
where a particle is, we can’t 
know where it’s been; to 
choose what to observe is to 
decide what you can find. 
Frayn humbles us with that 
fact, and Eustis, with his care- 
fully laid pause points, makes 
sure that it sinks in. 

The original Michael 
Blakemore—directed produc- 
tion of Copenhagen had the 
audience surround the char- 
acters. Eugene Lee’s set de- 
sign instead takes the physi- 
cists’ perspective: chalk- 
boards on which they scribble 
equations extend across the 
stage, and Robert Oppen- 
heimer’s ironically egoistic 
Shiva quote, “I am become 
death, destroyer of worlds,” 
glints in gold above the ac- 
tion. Institutional drop lights 
become teaching aids when 
Heisenberg explains quantum 
theory, and they extend 
through the audience, putting 
us in a lecture hall. 

In 1959, British physicist 
and novelist C.P. Snow 
lamented the two conflicting, 
non-communicating cultures 
of literary intellectuals and sci- 
entists. Later he expressed 
hope for a third culture in 
which the domain of art would 
be “on speaking terms with the scientific 
one.” | don’t know how many weaponry sci- 
entists will see Copenhagen, but if this pro- 
duction doesn’t speak to them, we’ re in big 
trouble. a 


Mummers’ Carol” — are minimally obtru- 
sive, and there’s an exquisite sequence 
when after the Abbots Bromley Horn Dance 
the Boy Archer remains on stage as the 
Young King and he hunts a stag (an imagi- 
native creation with a tree-branch head and 
antlers and two canes for forelegs) that 
after being shot falls into a magic lake and 
is reborn, just like the new year. But the 


IN THE SHADOW OF MOUNT ARARAT, the everyday 


beauties of Armenian life unfold. 


real magic of Revels presentations is in the 
performers, especially the children, who are 
spontaneous without being undisciplined 
and always seem to be having a fabulous 
time. This is the basic stuff of life, and 
though it would be naive to think that Rev- 
els productions would speak to cultures 

that currently view singing and dancing 
with suspicion, somewhere down the line 
more Reveling will mean less war. we 





ave) iter-\yaey- 1 =m Calcelele am Papen eP THE ART STORE 


color & inspiration 


photo albums $35.98 - $79.98 


id a\=Mre] a ancice) cam] ale] ant-1¢ @@-alccm ele icels 
corner of brookline ave. & fullerton st. next to fenway amc theatre 
617.247.3322 m-sat9-9 sun11-6 artstore.com 





)02 ARTS THE & 


SNEAKING SOME 
HOLIDAY CHEER. 


YN PHOENIX 


FRI [ sat_| SUN 
Dec.20 | Dec.21 |, Dec.22 
Ipm | 4,7+10pm} 1,4+7pn 


— 4 


HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 





“MO n | Tue | weo | THU | FRI | SAI a a) 
t — + 
Bes. 23 | | Dec 24 | Dec.25 | Dec.26 | Dec.27 | Dec.28 | Dec 29 | 
v | | 


no show 5+B8pm | 4 1+ 10pm 4 +10pm} 14+ 
t + t 
Dec.30 | | Dec 31 | Jan.1 Jan.2 | Jan3 Jan4 | Jan5 
+8pm | 7+10pn 2+8pm | “bon 1+10pm | 47+10pm| 144] pr } 


Gift certificates available at the 
Charles Playhouse Box Office! 


REGULAR SCHEDULE | CONTACT INFORMATION 
Wed+Thu 8, Fri 7, | ticketmaster 617.931.2787 
Sat 4,7+10, Sun 3+6 ticketmaster.com 


Schedule subject t Info+Group Sales 617.426.6912 
CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 


BLUE 74 Warrenton Street Boston 
MAN ; 1.800.BLUEMAN 


blueman.com 





roe rloo Various 4 


SHEAR MADNESS 


BOSTON'S UPROARIOUS WHODUNIT 


SPECIAL HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: 


CHRISTMAS NIGHT at & 
Dec 26 at 2&8; Dec 27 at 8 


Dec 28 at 6:30 & 9:30 
Dec 29 at 3&7:30; Dec 30 at & 
NEW YEAR’S EVE at 5&8 


Pears: Tue-Fe &; Sar 6:30 & 9:30; Sun 3 


Charge tickets & gift certificates: 617-426-5225 


Charles Playhouse » 74 Warrenton St + www.shearmadness.com 


DEC. 5 - 22, 2002 
CALL 617-358-PLAY 


OR GO TO WWW .BU_EDU/BPT 


THE BOSTON PLAYWRIGHTS’ THEATRE 
949 COMMONWEALTH AVE... BOSTON 
GREEN B LINE TO PLEASANT ST. WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 


35 or under? Come to 


NiGHT CLUB 


Huntington 


Written and Directed by 
Darko Tresnjak 
Music by Michael Friedman 


Thursday, January 9 
Attend a 6pm pre-show cocktail 
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| December 27 
| the performance will be followed by 








different 
weeks, and 


Note: 


schedules 


Many theaters 
for holiday 


nave 
t all of them remember to tell us 
it's always a good idea tc 
and conform curtain 


especially 


90 though 
ahead 
; week its 


@ ALICE'S ADVENTURES UN- 
DERGROUND. Underground Rail 
way Theater presents its original 
adaptation of Lewis Carroll's tale of 
rabbit hole 
Carroller 


a girl who goes down a 
dubbed a “comic 
coaster ride that traces an adult 
Alice's re-entry to childhood.” Greg 
Smucker directs the Debra Wise 
Wes Sanders adaptation, with origi 
nal music by Mission of Burma vet 
Roger Miller rendered by keyboard 


here 


| and accordion player Evan Harlan 


Three performers, aided by “daz 


| zling puppets,” perform all the roles 


At Durrell Hall in the Cambridge 


| Family YMCA, 820 Massachusetts 


Avenue, Cambridge (781-643 
6916), December 20 through 29 
Curtain is at 3 p.m. on Monday and 
Thursday, at 3 p.m. (December 27 
only) and 7:30 p.m. on Friday, and at 
3 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Tix 
$12.50; $9.50 for children under 12 


| $5 discount for families of four or 
| more 


@ ANNIE. Annie and Sandy see an- 
other “Tomorrow” in this Fiddlehead 
Theatre Company production of the 


| musical about the comic-strip or 


phan. At Norwood Theatre, Nor- 
wood (781-762-4060), through De 
cember 22. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday 
and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $21 
$18 for seniors; $15 for children 

@ THE AWANNOA SHOW. Artezani 
Theater presents this “national cre 


| ation story,” which claims to show 
| how our nation was really founded 


(“with ecocide, race war, globaliza 
tion, free-trade zones, militias, in 
fomercials, and plenty of booze”) 
Awannoa, we are told, “is a 17th 
Algonquin word meaning 
Directed by lan 


century 
Who are you? 


| MacKinnon, the production features 
| music, 
| Zeitgeist Gallery. 


masks, and dance. At the 
1353 Cambridge 
Street, Cambridge (617-491-8971), 
Curtain is at 8 p.m 


a party to celebrate the 10th an 
niversary of Artezani Theater. Dona 


| tion $10 
@ BACK FROM BROADWAY. Her 


shey Felder, whose George Gersh 
win Alone was a’ runaway hit this 


| summer and fall at the Loeb Drama 


Center, teams up with Broadway 
leading man James Barbour (Beau- 
ty and the Beast, Jane Eyre) to 
present an evening of biographical 
confidences and musical-theater 
standards. The personal part of the 
show is cliché'd and self indulgent 
But Felder repeats his dramatic as- 
sault on Gershwin's “Rhapsody in 


| Blue.” and Barbour offers spectacu- 


lar vocals, particularly on Billy 
Bigelow's “Soliloquy,” from Carousel, 
and “Molasses t'Rum,” from 1776. At 


| the Stuart Street Playhouse, 200 
| Stuart 


Street, Boston (800-447 
7400), through January 19. Curtain 


| is at 8 p.m. on Monday (December 


23 and 30 only), Tuesday (no per 


| formance December 24, and De- 


cember 31 it’s at 7 and 10 p.m.), 
Wednesday (no performance De- 


| cember 25 or January 1), Thursday, 
| and Friday, at 5 and 8 p.m. on Satur- 


day, and at 3 and 7 p.m. on Sunday 


| Tix $29.50 to $49.50 
| ™@ BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. The 
| elaborate Broadway reproduction of 
| the Disney animated film, 


replete 
with beautiful Belle, her hirsute hero, 
the Oscar-winning Ashman & 
Menken score, and a house full of 


| singing and dancing crockery, 


comes back to town, inviting you to 
“be our guest.” At the Colonial The- 
atre, 106 Boylston Street, Boston 
(617-931-2787), through January 4. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 1 and 6:30 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tix $25 to $72 

@ THE BLOWIN OF BAILE GALL. 
Hot on the heels of The Lepers of 
Baile Baiste comes the second play 
in Boston University—trained Irish 
playwright Ronan Noone’s Con- 


| nemara trilogy. A Celtic tiger's worth 


of anger over the legacy of provin- 
cialism, invasion, colonial rule, and 
gringing poverty stalks through this 
one. Baile Gall native Sam, who's 
been in America for 20 years, is 
back as the contractor renovating a 


theater 


COMPILED BY CAROLYN CLAY 


house for a wealthy British couple 
hired locais Eamon, Molly. 
and Stephen, but Eamon erupts 
when Sam adds African immigrant 
Laurence (who comes cheaper) in 
stead of Eamon's cousin. Laurence 
is the obvious “blowin,” but Eamon's 
xenophobia extends to Sam and 
even Stephen, who wasn't born in 
Baile Gall. The renovated house is 
obviously a metaphor for Ireland 
and at Boston Playwrights’ Theatre 
where the play is getting a no-holds 
barred premiere, its every bit the 
mess the playwright intends. Al 
though the second-act melodrama 
strains credulity, the play shows 
fearful promise, and the acting, par- 
ticularly by Bill Meleady, is first-rate 
At Boston Playwrights’ Theatre, 949 
Commonwealth Avenue, Boston 
(617-358-7529), through December 
22. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on Thurs- 
day, at 8 p.m. on Friday and Satur- 
day, and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$20; $15 for seniors and students 
with ID 

@ BLUE MAN GROUP. It would be 
difficult and unfair to try to catalogue 
all the antics of the Drama Desk 
Award-winning trio of cobait-painted 
bald pates who have settled into 
long runs Off Broadway and at the 
Charles Playhouse. They begin their 
delightful and deafening evening of 
anti-performance art beating drums 
that are also deep buckets of paint 
so that sprays of color jump from the 
nstruments like breaking surf, and 
end by engulfing the spectators in 
tangles of toilet paper. Go experi 
ence it. At the Charles Playhouse 
74 Warrenton Street, Boston (617 
426-6912), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Wednesday, at 5 and 
8 p.m. on Thursday, at 7 and 10 p.m 
on Friday, at 4, 7, and 10 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 3 and 6 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $43 to $53; $21.75 ob- 
structed-view seating, available at 
the box office and Bostix day of per 
formance 

@ BLUES FOR AN ALABAMA 
SKY. The Our Place Theatre Project 
stages Pearl Cleage’s Depression 
set story of down-on-her-luck Cotton 
Club singer Angel Allen, who gets 
dumped by her gangster boyfriend 
and fired from her job, and her ho- 
mosexual friend Guy Jacobs, “who 
dreams of designing the perfect 
costumes for Josephine Baker.” Pre- 
sented by Our Place Theatre Project 
at the Boston Center for the Arts, 
539 Tremont Street, Boston (617 
426-2787), through December 21 
Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
at 8 p.m. on Friday, and at 4 and 
8 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $24 

@ BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAY- 
ER’S HIGH-SCHOOL REUNION. 
Renee C. Farster directs this “queer 
parody of the hit TV series” that's 
written by Farster, Kim Hoff, Brian 
Jewell, Karen “Mal” Maime, and 
Jess Martin. “Fight scenes, dance 
sequences, and even a Vampire Boy 
Band” are promised. Presented by 
Queer Soup Productions at Theater 
1, 731 Harrison Avenue, Boston 
(617-290-6809), through December 
21. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday. Tix $20; $15 for sen- 
iors and students 

@ A CHRISTMAS CAROL. Trinity 
Rep leads the annual attack of the 
killer Scrooges. Mark Sutch directs 
the high-flying adaptation by Adrian 
Hall and Richard Cumming; Brian 
McEleney and Stephen Berenson 
alternate as the bad guy who turns 
good after a spirited evening. At 
Trinity Repertory Company, 201 
Washington Street, Providence, 
Rhode Island (401-351-4242), 
through December 28. Curtain is at 
noon and 5 p.m. on Tuesday; at 
8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday; at 
11 a.m., 2 p.m., 5 p.m. (these per- 
formances December 21 only), and 
8 p.m. on Saturday; and at 11 a.m 
and 2, 5, and 8 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$33 to $48; $16 for children under 
12 December 26 through 28 and at 
11 a.m. shows. The tightwad cruis- 
ing for conversion also humbugs his 
way through Dickens's tale at the 


and he's 


Stoneham Theatre, in a production 
featuring holograms, a giant puppet, 
and traditional carols. Dale Place 
plays Scrooge, with Diego Arcinie- 
gas as Marley's ghost, in this third 
annual outing of the show. At the 
Stoneham Theatre, 395 Main Street, 
Stoneham (781-279-2200), through 
December 22. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tix $25 to $35; $4 discount for sen- 
iors; half-price for students. Victorian 
carols and popping special effects 
are among the attractions of the an- 


nual North Shore Music Theatre | 


edition of the Dickens classic, in an 
adaptation by Jon Kimbell, David 
James, and David Zoffoli that's di- 
rected by Greg Ganakas. David Cof- 
fee returns for the 11th year as 
Scrooge. At the North Shore Music 
Theatre, 62 Dunham Road, Beverly 
(978-232-7200), through Decamber 
22. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 
2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $24 to $62. 
“Bah, humbug!” is also in air at 
Foothills Theatre Company, where 
the tale of a tightwad turned turkey 
giver has been newly adapted by 
Jack Neary. Presented by Foothills 
Theatre Company at the Courtyard 
off Commercial Street, adjacent to 
the Worcester Common Outlets, 
Worcester (508-754-4018), through 
December 29. Curtain is at 2 and 
8 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on Fri- 
day, at 4 and 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $29 to 
$32; $15 for students. Theater in 
the Open goes indoors to tell the 
tale of Scrooge’s wild night, with “vi- 
sual imagery, holiday music, and 
traditional magic.” At the Firehouse 
Center, Market Square, Newbury- 
port (978-462-7336), through De- 
cember 29. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday and Friday, at 3 and 8 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 3 p.m. on Sun- 
day. Tix $15; $12 for seniors and 
children. If you want to eat turkey 
along with Scrooge, Amesbury 
Playhouse offers a dinner-theater 
variation on the Dickens theme. Pre- 
sented by the Valley Players at the 
Amesbury Playhouse Dinner The- 
atre and Function Room, 194 Main 
Street, Amesbury (978-388-9444), 
through December 22. Curtain is at 
8:30 p.m. Thursday through Satur- 
day and at 1 and 6:30 p.m. on Sun- 
day (preceded by dinner). Tix $26 to 
$37, depending on meal choice; $15 
for show only. Bill Raymond stars, 
and Tiny Tim expires, in the fifth an- 
nual outing for Scrooge and compa- 
ny at Hartford Stage, whose pro 
duction promises to be “both scary 
and laugh-out-loud funny.” At Hart- 
ford Stage, 50 Church Street, Hart- 
ford, Connecticut (860-527-5151), 
through December 28. Curtain is at 
7 p.m. on Tuesday, at 1 p.m. (De- 
cember 26 only) and 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, at 7 p.m. on Friday and at 
1 and 7 p.m. on Saturday and Sun 
day. Tix $35 to $45; $30 to $40 for 
subscribers; $25 to $35 for children. 
And Portland Stage Company gets 
into the Dickens act with artistic di- 
rector Anita Stewart at the helm of a 
large ensemble that features chil- 
dren and adults from the Greater 
Portland area. At Portland Perform- 
ing Arts Center, 25A Forest Avenue, 
Portland, Maine (207-774-0465), 
through December 22. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, at 
2 and 7 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $25 to $35; 
$20 to $30 for seniors; $12 for chil- 
dren under 12. 

@ THE CHRISTMAS REVELS. The 
annual celebration of the winter sol- 
Stice this year features folk music, 
dance, songs, and rituals from Ar- 
menia and present-day Georgia. 
Guides include award-winning actor 
Paula Plum and Armenian singer 
Haig Faniants, who plays Sayat 
Nova (“King of Songs”), an “18th- 
century Armenian troubadour who 
served the king of Georgia at Tbiisi.” 
Also on the bill: the Arev Armenian 
Folk Ensemble, the Ararat Chorus, 


the Pomegranate Children, the So 

stice Mummers, the Pinewoods 
Morris Men, the Cambridge Sym 
phonic Brass Ensemble, and circus 
performer Sam who'll 
walk ‘the tightrope of Order and 
Chaos,’ an Armenian tradition that 
celebrates the New Year.” Patrick 
Swanson directs, with music direc 

tion by George Emien. At Sanders 
Theatre in Harvard University's 
Memorial Hall, 45 Quincy Street 
Cambridge (617-496-2222), through 
December 29. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday (with a 3 p.m. matinee De 
cembeg 27), at 3 and 8 p.m. on Sat 
urday, and at 1 and 5 p.m. on Sun- 
day (no evening performance De 
cember 29); there's also a Monday 
7:30 p.m. performance December 
23. Tix $18 to $40; $12 to $32 for 
children under 12. (Jeffrey Gantz’s 
review is on page 10.) 

@ A CHRISTMAS STORY. Vineyard 
Playhouse diverges from the 
Scrooge route to present Philip Gre- 
cian’s-stage adaptation of the film of 
the same name based on radio per- 
sonality Jean Shepherd's book /n 
God We Trust, All Others Pay Cash. 
It's “a delightful holiday comedy 
about growing up in the Midwest in 
the 1940s.” M.J. Bruder Munafo di- 
rects. At the Vineyard Playhouse, 24 
Church Street, Vineyard Haven, 
Martha’s Vineyard (508-696-6300), 
through December 22. Curtain is at 
2 and 7 p.m. on Saturday and at 
2 pam. on Sunday. Tix $17.50; $15 
for seniors; $12.50 for children 
under 18. 

@ CLOAK AND DAGGER. Dan Mil 

stein directs this collaboratively cre 

ated, highly physical original pro 

duction, “a comic suspense journey 
about globetrotting spies.” The hero 
iS a once-ace detective demoted to 
custodian. Presented by Rough & 
Tumble Theatre at the Boston Cen 

ter for the Arts, 539 Tremont Street, 
Boston (617-426-2787), through 
December 21. Curtain is at 8 p.m 

Thursday through Saturday Tix $10 

@ COPENHAGEN. Trinity Repertory 
Company artistic director Oskar Eu- 
stis is at the helm of Britisher 
Michael Frayn’s Tony-winning exam- 
ination of the 1941 meeting, in the 
city of the title, between physicists 
Niels Bohr and Werner Heisenberg 
that may or may not have changed 
the course of the world. The play 
draws on Heisenberg’s famous Un- 
certainty Principle to present differ 

ent possible versions of the en- 
counter between Danish physicist 
Bohr and his one-time acolyte, 
who's now the head of Hitler's atom- 
ic-bomb program. Timothy Crowe, 
Anne Scurria, and Stephen Thorne 
make up the cast. At Trinity Reperto- 
ry Company, 201 Washington 
Street, Providence, Rhode Isiand 
(401-351-4242), through January 
19. Curtain is at 7 p.m. on Tuesday 
(no performance December 24 or 
31), at 8 p.m. Wednesday through 
Friday (no performance December 
25; and there is a Wednesday 2 p.m 
matinee on January 8), at 2 p.m 
(December 28 and January 4 and 
18) and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 
and 7 p.m. (no evening performance 
January 19) on Sunday. Tix $33 to 
$48. (Bill Rodriguez's review is on 
page 10.) 

@ DON’T YOU HEAR. This “comedy 
about language” was written and di- 
rected by MIT graduate student 
Chen-Pang Yeang. At Kresge Little 
Theater, 48 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Cambridge, December 22. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Free and open to the 
public. 

@ EPIC PROPORTIONS. Lyric 
Stage Company of Boston presents 
the New England premiere of a 
comedy written by Boston actor, di- 
rector, and writer Larry Coen and 
Friends creator David Crane back 
when they were recent Brandeis 
grads. A spoof of Biblical and 
Roman film epics, the show is set in 
the Arizona desert in the 1930s, 
where 3400 extras are marooned on 
a movie set. Less a play than an ex- 
tended sketch, it lacks the punch 
and momentum to justify its two 
hours. There are a few laughs, 
though, plus an adorable perform- 
ance by Laura Given Napoli as the 
pert assistant director in charge of 
herding the extras. At the Lyric 
Stage Company of Boston, 140 
Clarendon Street, Boston (617-437- 
7172), through December 21. Cur- 
tain is at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 
8 p.m. on Friday, and at 4 and 8 p.m. 


Johnsor 














on Saturday. Tix $22 to $38. 
@ FIGHTING WORDS. Liz Diamond 
is at the helm of the American pre- 
miere of Sunil Thomas Kuruvilla’s 
play about a Welsh boxer who 
leaves to compete for the ban- 
tamweight world championship in 
Los Angeles, taking the entire town 
of Merthyr’s dreams and ambitions 
with him. Kuruvilla is the author of 
Rice Boy, a Yale Rep success of two 
seasons ago. Presented by Yale 
Repertory Theatre at the New The- 


ater, 1156 Chapel Street, New 
Haven, Connecticut (203-432 
1234), through December 21. Cur- 


tain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday and Fri 
day and at 2 and 8 p-m. on Saturday 
Tix $25 to $40 

@ HOLIDAY MEMORIES. Berkshire 
Theatre Festival celebrates the holi 
days with Russell Vandenbroucke's 
adaptation of two of -Truman 
Capote’s stories of his Alabama 
childhood, “The Thanksgiving Visi- 
tor” and “A Christmas Memory.” E 
Gray Simons directs. At the Berk- 
shire Theatre Festival's Unicorn 
Theatre, Main Street, Stockbridge 
(866-811-4111), through December 
22. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday and at 2 p.m. on Sun- 
day. Tix $15; $8 for children 

@ JIMMY TINGLE IN THE 
PROMISED LAND. Social and polit- 
ical humorist and commentator, 60 
Minutes II survivor, and Cambridge 
native Jimmy Tingle has taken over 
Somerville’s former Elm Street The- 
atre with plans to use it as a base 
from which he and other performers 
might launch new material. He 
opens the place with his current 
one-man show. At Jimmy Tingle’s 
Off Broadway, 255 Elm Street, 
Somerville (617-591-1616), through 
December 31. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Saturday and 
at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $20. (Liza 
Weisstuch’s review is in “Live and on 
Record,” on page 23.) 

@ JOAN CRAWFORD'S CHRIST- 
MAS. ON THE POLE. Do we really 
have to tell you this is Ryan Landry's 
contribution to the medicine cabinet 
of Christmas Carol antidotes? “A 
Christmas fable told through the 
lens of the Crawford classic Mildred 
Pierce, Landry's latest comic con- 
fection finds reindeer Mildred 
Deerce (Charlie Fineran) at odds 
with her daughter Veda (Landry), 
who wants to be human.” Also fea- 
tured (along with “murder, mayhem, 
and merrymaking”) are Keith Orr, 
Afrodite, Scott Martino, PJ 
McWhiskers, and Haylee Shrimp- 
ton. Presented by the Gold Dust Or- 
phans at the Theater Machine, 1254 
Boylston Street, Boston (617-265 
6222), through December 28. Cur- 
tain is at 8 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday. Tix $25 

@ JOEY AND MARIA’S COMEDY 
ITALIAN WEDDING. The audience- 
participatory dinner-theater nuptials 
of the fictitious Italian lovebirds who 
have launched an entertainment in- 
dustry. At the Tremont Playhouse in 
the Tremont Hotel, 275 Tremont 
Street, Boston (800-733-5639), 
through December 28. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. (doors open at 7 p.m.) on 
Friday and Saturday (no Friday 
show December 27). Tix $45 to $49; 
includes dinner and show. 

@ A KWANZAA SONG. Providence 
Biack Repertory presents its second 
annual production of playwright/ 
actor Ricardo Pitts-Wiley's holiday 
piece, which tells the story of Azu, 
an African “futureseer,” through sto- 
rytelling, music and dance. Part of 
the Performing Arts Series at Rhode 
Island College’s Roberts Hall, 600 
Mount Pleasant Avenue, Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island (401-621- 
7122), through December 29. Cur- 
tain is at 2 p.m. on Monday, at 8 p.m. 
on Thursday and Friday, at 2 p.m 
(December 28 only) and 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tix $20; $15 for seniors and children 
12 and under. 

@ MISGIVINGS. Self-described “re- 
covering Catholic” Dave Kane plays 
Father Patrick Aloysius Misgivings in 
this dinner-theater comedy, which 
targets growing up Catholic. At the 
Tremont Playhouse in the Tremont 
Hotel, 275 Tremont Street, Boston 


(800-944-5639), through December | 
28. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. (doors | 
open at 7 p.m.) on Friday (Decem- | 


ber 20 only) and Saturday. Tix 
$39.50, includes dinner and show. 

@ MOURNING BECOMES ELEC- 
TRA. Tony and Emmy winner Jane 
Alexander plays Clytemnestra 
stand-in Christine in Eugene 


O'Neill's 1931 transplantation of the 
Oresteia to late-19th-century New 
England at the end of the Civil War. 
Long Wharf Theatre artistic director 


Gordon Edelstein directs. At Long 
Wharf Theatre, 222 Sargent Drive, 
New Haven, Connecticut (207-787- 
4282), through December 22. Cur- 
tain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday and Fri- 
day, at 4 and 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 2 and 7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$15 to $47.50 

@ NOA NOA. Fenway Players pres- 
ents G. Christopher Vezzoli’s play, 
which purports to deal with “love 
and art and desperate revenge and 
quiet triumph and the final purgation 
of guilt.” At the Presbyterian/Korean 
Church, 32 Harvard Street, Brook 
line Village (617-262-3065), Decem 


ber 19. Curtain is at 7:35 p.m. Free 
and open to the public 

@ OLIVER. A reprise of Lionel! Bart’: 
durable 1960 musical based or 
Charles Dickens's Oliver Twist. At 


Turtle Lane Playhouse, 283 Melrose 
Street, Newton (617-244-0169) 
through December 22. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday 
and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $22; 
$15 for seniors on Thursday; $15 for 
students on Friday. 

@ PETER PAN. The venerable 
Boston Children’s Theatre cele- 
brates the centennial of the boy who 
would not grow up with the 1954 
Broadway musical composed by 
Mark Charlap and Jule Styne, with 
lyrics by Carolyn Leigh, Betty Com- 
den, and Adolph Green. Patricia M. 
Gleeson directs; musical director 
Jonathan Goldberg conducts a live 
orchestra. You don’t get Mary Mar- 
tin, but you do get real kids. Present- 
ed by Boston Children's Theatre at 
Suffolk University’s C. Walsh The- 
atre, 55 Temple Street, Boston (617- 
424-6634), through December 30 
Curtain is at 2 p.m. on Friday (De- 
cember 27 only), Saturday, Sunday, 
and Monday (December 30 only) 
Tix $10 to $20. 

@ SANDERS FAMILY CHRIST- 
MAS. Merrimack Rep gives a sec- 
ond outing to its hit holiday show, a 
country-gospe! musical by Alan Bai- 
ley and Connie Ray. Set at Christ- 
mas of 1941, it focuses on the re- 
turn of the “Sanctified Sanders Fam- 
ily Singers” to the Mount Pleasant 
Baptist Church for a Saturday-night 
sing. Bailey directs. At Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre, 50 East Merri 
mack Street, Lowell (978-454 
3926), through December 22. Cur- 
tain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday and Fri- 
day, at 4:30 and 8:30 p.m. on Satur- 
day, and at 2 and 7 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tix $22 to $37; $20 to $31.50 for 
seniors; $15 for students 

@ THE SANTALAND DIARIES. Tim 
Babcock directs Richard Buckley as 
Crumpet the disgruntied Macy's 
Santaland elf in David (Me Talk Pret- 
ty One Day) Sedaris’s autobiograph- 
ical account of his stint on the front 
lines of Christmas. Presented by 
Provincetown Theater Company at 
Vixen, 336 Commercial Street, 
Provincetown (508-487-8673), De- 
cember 27 through 29. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Friday through Sunday. Tix 
$16; $14 for seniors, students, and 
PTC members. 

@ SHEAR MADNESS. The drama- 
tis personae of the audience-partici- 
pation whodunit (which is now the 
longest-running non-musical in 
American theater history) continue 
to comb Newbury Street for the mur- 
derer of a classical pianist who lived 
over the unisex hair salon where the 
show is set. At the Charles Play- 
house Stage Il, 74 Warrenton 
Street, Boston (617-426-5225), 
indefinitely. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tues- 
day through Friday, at 6:30 and 
9:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 and 
7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $34. 

@ THE SOPRANOS’ LAST SUP- 
PER. The audience-interactive din- 
ner-theater show inspired by the 
HBO hit The Sopranos provides 
satire, classic Italian tunes, and an 
audience opportunity to gamble with 
“laundered money.” At the Tremont 
Playhouse in the Tremont Hotel, 275 
Tremont Street, Boston (800-733- 
5639), December 20. Curtain is at 
7 p.m. (doors open at 6:30 p.m.). Tix 
$45 to $49, includes dinner and 
show 

@ THE SOUND OF MUSIC. Sea- 
coast Repertory Theatre presents 
the Tony-winning 1959 Rodgers and 


Hammerstein musical about a | 
singing family led by a recalcitrant | 


nun who escape the Nazis. Alexis 
Dascoulias directs; music direction 
is by Cindy Gerlach. At Seacoast 
Repertory Theatre, 125 Bow Street, 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire (603- 
433-4472 or 800-639-7650), 
through January 12. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $22 to 
$28; discounts for seniors and stu- 


dents. 

@ SPIKED EGGNOG: A HOLIDAY 
BOOGALOO. Centastage offers its 
traditional alternative to all that nut 
cracking and Christmas caroling, a 
collection of sketches and playlets 
from consummate clowns Jan 
Davidson, John Kuntz, Rick Park 
and Julie Perkins. The visuals 
complete with fab costumes and wig 
changes — are better than the lines 
but there's fun enough, with Kuntz’s 
material getting the best marks. At 
the Boston Center for the Arts, 539 
Tremont Street, Boston (617-426 
2787), through December 21. Cur 
at 8 p.m. on Thursday and Fr 
Jay and at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday 
Tix $22 to $24; discounts for seniors 


tain ts 


and students 

@ THE TALE OF THE ALLER- 
GIST’S WIFE. Valerie Harper stars 
in the Boston premiere of Charles 
Busch's Tony-nominated Broadway 
comedy, a co-production of the 
Huntington Theatre Company and 
Broadway in Boston/Clear Channel 
Entertainment. The play is closer to 
an elongated Rhoda episode than 





to Busch's Vampire Lesbians of 
Sodom. But if the tale of an Upper 
West Side matron and arts booster 
suffering a midlife meltdown is 
rather calculated, it is here well 
turned out and wel! performed. At 
the Wilbur Theatre, 246 Tremont 


Street, Boston (617-931-2787) 
through January 12. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 


(there’s no performance December 
24, but Wednesday 
2 p.m. matinee on January 8 and a 
Thursday 2 p.m 
cember 26), at 2 
urday, and at 2 
evening performance January 
on Sunday. Tix $25 to $67 

@ THREE PIECES OF ASS. Subti 
tled New Plays Inspired by a Don 
key, this bill of works by Marty Bar 
rett, William Donnelly, and Chris 
Walsh, responses to “a touching 
humorous/perplexing photograph 
of an ass,” is directed by David J 
Dowling and presented by Mill 6 
Theatre Collaborative in associa 
tion with Rough & Tumble Theatre 
Barrett's Trading Up is “a terrifying 


there is a 


matinee on De 
ind 8 p.m. « 
30 p.m. (n 


12) 


1 Sat 


and 


parable wherein the horrors of 
property ownership are exposed.” 
Donnelly's Chicken Soup for the 
Asshole “treats on the universal 
matter of growing up as the daugh 
ter of a punk-rocker.” Walsh's 
Nights of the Jackass is an “hom 
age to great cinema of the 20th 
century.” At the Boston Center for 


the Arts, 539 Tremont Street 
Boston (617-426-2787), through 
December 21 Curtain is at 
10:30 p.m. Thursday through Satur 
day. Tix $10 

@ TOUR DE FORCE! The Bostor 
based Chamber Repertory The 
atre which tours the and with its 
adaptations of classic short storie 
ntended for high-schoxc and other 
auqgiences nake a home 

This program includes Edgar Allan 
Poe's “The Fall of the House of 
Usher,” Ambrose Bierce’s “An O 
currence at Owl Creek Bridge; 


Richard Connell’s “The Most Dan 
gerous Game,” Saki's “The Mouse, 
and O. Henry's “The Ransom of 
Red Chief.” At John Hancock Hall 
180 Berkeley Street, Boston (617 


DECEMBER 20, 2002 ARTS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 13 


542-9155), December 19 and 20 
Curtain is at 10:30 a.m. Tix $12.95 
@ UNCLE VANYA. Hungarian di 
rector Janos Szasz kicks off the 
American Repertory Theatre main 
stage season with a startling pro 


duction of Anton Chekhov's 1899 
play, which.is set on a provincial 
Russian estate where the charac 
ters contemplate their wasted lives 
and sexual tensions simm er. He 
there > a Eu 4° O Ne rthy 
aloon on the premises The pro 
duction is definitely iteurist but 
y realized and acted, especia 
by T nas Derrah as ad pat 
ed, vi isly bereft Vanya and 
\ H ard as a sexually dar 
Astro Presented by the 
Ame in Repertory Theatre at the 
Loet ama Center. 64 Brattle 
treet, Cambridge (617-547-8300) 
tr igh December 28. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday 
(December 18 only), at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. on Sat 
urday, and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $34 to $68; discounts 
for seniors and students 


A POWERFUL NEW PLAY ABOUT 
SIX INNOCENT SURVIVORS OF DEATH ROW 
THAT WILL ROCK YOUR VIEW OF THE WORLD, 


JUSTICE 


a ry 


pore 





AND THE AMERICAN WAY. 





Brian Dennehy Marlo Thomas 


in 


The Exonerated 


“JAW-DROPPING. 


An intense and deeply affecting new play.” 


-Ben Brantley, The New York Times 


“EXHILARATING! 


We shudder to think how much of these six 
victims lives was wrongfully annihilated by the 
state with not a penny in compensation. The ten 
actors are unerring, honor to them all.” 


-John Simon, New York Magazine 


“STARK, RIVETING 
AND CUNNINGLY 
ORCHESTRATED. 


The play bears witness both to the ineptness 
of the American judicial system and to the 
poetry of ordinary citizens.” -John Lahr, the New Yorker 


a new play by 





Jessica Blank 


directed by 


Erik Jensen 
Bob Balaban 
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BY MARCIA B. SIEGEL 


nlike many postmodern dancers 

Caitlin Corbett uses the word ab 

straction without shame. She makes 
movement structures that speak for them 
selves without any narrative justification 
but she admits they can be read as behav 
lor, t0O 
line and elbowing their arms 
heads 


selves, turnings 


Four women may be standing in ¢ 
around thei 
shrinking in and hugging them 

ogether to make one step 


in another direction. As a movement 





phrase this has undertones of narcissism 

perhaps, and of communal experience. An 
other viewer might sense a different mean 
ing in it, 

Movement, however made up, always 
communicates something when it’s done 
by human beings. This basic phenomenon 
has been a cornerstone of modern dance, 
and maybe even an unacknowledged com- 
ponent of postmodern dance, which start- 
ed out as a refusal of all theatrics and 
emotionality. We like to see people move, 
but we want more from dance ultimately. | 
believe that good choreography always lets 
us see that expressive component. In her 
new work, Caitlin Corbett seems to be of- 
fering meaning with one hand and snatch- 
ing it back with the other. 

For her concerts at Green Street Stu- 
dios last weekend, Corbett had the idea of 
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dance 


Thirty questions 


Caitlin Corbett at Green Street 


UNDONE? Perhaps this piece’s title means that Corbett (center) 
through-composed it and then took it apart. But why? 


putting 30 phrases one after the other with 
no further manipulation. The sequence, 
not really a dance and not really a series of 
small dances, was called Undone. | found 
the only way I could absorb the hour-long 
piece was to redo it in my head. 

Corbett seemed to be working with a 
few movement phrases throughout, or 
maybe with only one phrase. The actions | 
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just described were part of it, but there 
were more, all fairly simple and almost or 
dinary. Each tiny segment was done by a 
different group of performers from the 
company of two men and 14 women and 
girls, and accompanied by a little chunk of 
song or story, all understated except for a 
chorus of howling dogs. The phrase un 
derwent varia 
tions expand 
ed or contracted 
in size, got more 
SS active, ac 
quired detail and 


> 


technical splash 
traveled across 
the space and 
the movement 
was parsed ou 
among the 
dancers to make 
choreographic 
designs and rudi 
mentary countel 
point. The 
changes, though 
weren't progres 
sive in any obvi 
ous way that 
might make the 
piece more en- 
grossing. 

Four women in 
one group did a 
phrase vigorously through the space while 
another woman slowly stepped backward 
down a diagonal. Two women danced their 
way upstage, escorting a woman who just 
walked, and all of them had their backs to 
the audience. Another group of four 
women ended in pairs, lifting and lowering 
their partners gently. Two women side by 
side seemed to be dancing with their eyes 


closed. A woman and a young girl moved 
close together, often in contact, and it 
seemed to me the woman was trying to 
move with a child’s awkwardness while the 
child was smooth and assured. Later the 
two men did the same snippet, but it 
looked like two pals hanging out. Some 
time after that it was replayed again by the 
whole cast, in pairs, like some mass ballet 
pas de deux 
All the women wore slips in different 
styles and colors, none particularly fl 
ing. Tw three of them were pres 
t at times | thought they were 
to look pregnant. The men wor 
chinos; one was fat and the othe 
rhe one thing that all the 


formers had in common was thei! 


and slim 


unemphatic way of performing. Eve 
when the movement got more 
t did one solo where she 
the verge ol going ¢ ut of contr 
conveyed it as if it weren't 
under their skin 
By my arithmetic, 


the fragments aver 


n 
aged two minutes in length, but actually 
they must have been shorter because Cor 
bett decided to separate them with black- 
outs. The pauses, while people went off 
and came on in the dark, seemed almost 
as long as the dance segments, and though 
this gave a certain nocturnal rhythm to the 
piece, I thought it was bad idea. The frag- 
ments were so short and deliberately in- 
consequential that it was hard enough to 
grasp what they were and who was doing 
them. After the first couple of blackouts, | 
began to dread the predictable cutoffs, the 
fake drama that they induced. 

Maybe Corbett’s title means that she 
first through-composed the dance and 
then took it apart on purpose. I don’t real- 
ly understand why. 
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Moon-faced 


Emily Jenkins gives us a bum steer 


BY AMY FINCH 


mily Jenkins’s debut novel, Mister Pos- 

terior and the Genius Child (Berkley), 

has a title that screams lo and behold! 
Unfortunately, this title also bespeaks a self- 
conscious buffoonery that wrecks the emo- 
tional truth of the tale. Jenkins gets a lot right 
as she traces one milestone year in the life of 
one precocious little girl; but because it all 
hinges on certain events that defy belief, it 
feels like a sham. And that’s a shame, be- 
cause Jenkins has created characters and re- 
lationships that (in isolation) resonate with 
sensitivity and humor. 














































BOTTOMING OUT: the 
genuine in Jenkins’s tale is continually 
undercut by the implausible. 


The novel is told by a 38-year-old looking 
back to the year when she first became “con- 
scious of myself as a person with secrets, as a 
free-thinking human being with something to 
say. Something not everyone wanted to hear.” 
In 1970 she was eight-year-old Vanessa Brick, 
and she was being raised by her single mom 
not far from Harvard Square. 

Vanessa, we learn, is one of the few scholar- 
ship kids at Cambridge Harmony K through 
Twelve, where the teachers traipse around in 
braids and sandals, the kids endure a daily 
“Circle of Sharing,” and the regularly sched- 
uled sing-along is 
called “This World 


Is Ours To Share.” Jenkins gets a lot right as she 
traces one milestone year in 
the life of one precocious little 
girl; but because it all hinges 
on certain events that defy 
belief, it feels like a sham. 


It’s a fuzzy-wuzzy 
cosmos colored by 
endless pitter-pat- 
ter about sharing 
and openness and 
individualism, even 
though most of the 
grown-ups tend to- 
ward judgment and 
hysteria rather than 
free thought. It’sa_, 
time and place choking on hypocrisy, and 
ridiculous enough to hint at secret perver- 
sions, and Jenkins often captures that ridicu- 
lousness. The deadpan sensibility the author 








has created for Vanessa would have sufficed to 
skewer her world. But Mister Posterior makes 
use of defining “Incidents” that feel like in- 
stead like calculated fibs. 

The whole story is thrown into doubt from 
the first paragraph of chapter one: “My most 
vivid memory of third grade is when a child 
named Marie pushed me up against the wall 
in our classroom and showed me her ass.” 
This critical scene and introduces the far- 
fetched mooning motif that runs throughout 
Mister Posterior. Vanessa is traumatized and 
stews endlessly: “Or maybe there was some- 
thing particularly horrible about my own bot- 
tom, and she was waving her legitimate one 
at me in triumph.” What kid would have 
such thoughts? And what lonely third-grade 

newcomer would go around pulling 

down her pants? Mooning may have 
been a fad in the ’70s, but third- 
graders tend to be feverishly private 
about their bodies. 
This “Incident” (one of the words in 
Vanessa’s Super Duper Spelling 
group) presages and counterpoints 
other bum barings that are no less ludi- 
crous. Marie goes on to become a vivid 
presence in the story, but it’s hard to 
forget her first appearance. She’s over- | 
sized and vaguely scary enough by it- | 
self to make Vanessa uneasy. When 
Vanessa embellishes the “Incident” for 
her friends and then realizes she’s proba- 
bly ruined Marie’s chances of ever fitting 
in,yshe feels regret. But her lie also makes | 
her feel safe and more’popular, and this is | 
why Mister Posterior is so frustrating: im- 
plausibility gives way to something gen- 
uine, over and over again. 
Vanessa’s relationship with Debbie (as 
her mom insists she call her) is a vital piece 
of the story, and Jenkins captures the inter- | 
play between the smart girl and her strong 
mom. And her friendship with Anu, “a fast- 
talking Indian girl,” pulses with little-girl in- 
tensity, whether they’re playing with toy hors- | 
es in the tub or chewing on clover together. 
Anu radiates a blanket of self-confidence that 
makes Vanessa feel protected. 





So far, so real (except the bum). But 


then they have a falling out, and Anu gets 
mooned by a 
masked man 
in a park. 
She’s so ut- 
terly scarred 
that she turns 
into a fearful 
little wuss and is lost to Vanessa forever. At 
about the same time, a man starts climbing 
up next to Vanessa’s window and mooning 
her after she’s all tucked in for the night. 
Unlike Anu, Vanessa is charmed by the be- 
hind, and her glib, unquestioning reaction 
is meant as a comment on the subjectivity 
of experience. Unfortunately, the whole 
“Incident” — and the criminal court case 
that ensues when 
the guy is caught 
— is no more 
convincing than a 
sad nine-year- 
old’s yanking 
down her pants in 
a schoolroom. 
Various characters 
keep yapping 
about the 
“flasher,” implying 
a sexual compo- 
nent that doesn’t 
exist. Mr. Posterior would have worked bet- 
ter if Jenkins had found a less silly way to 
dig into legitimate ideas about personal 
transformation. % 


Mr. Posterior and 
the Genius Child 


By Emily Jenkins. Berkley 
Books, 304 pages, $13. 
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NEW IN PAPERBACK 





and tell. 


The American dream 
comes unmasked in 
this New York Times 
bestseller from one of 
the most influential 
rock stars to ever 
storm a stage. From 
his childhood in 
Israel and the band’s 
early days in New 
York to his rise to 
rock god status, this 
is Gene Simmons’ story 
e . 


ser} 


\\ ‘ as only he can tell it. 
sect * 
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Paul Stanley for an unprecedented 
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for Kl#4 fans and headbangers 
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Continued from the cover 
lisc, The Young and the Hopeless (Epic), 


which came out on October 1. 


All three bands are in their early 20s, 
which means they were in high school when 
Green Day showed that a group of punk kids 
could sell millions of albums without chang 
1, 


ng much about the way they write songs o1 


play live. Th lays, it’s easier than ever fot 


if 


: punk band sign a major-label deal, and 


he main thing that sets rock stars like Sum 
+1 and Good Charlotte apart from their un 
derground peers is the sound of their albums 
loday’s corporate-punk producers value ait 
play over street cred: Good Charlotte’s Eric 
imned that by working with Third 
and New Found Glory’s Neal 
Sum 41's 
Greig Nori would love to have joined the two 
them in the late-’90s alterna-rock hit 
brigade but he was relegated to the fringes 


s the frontman of Toronto's Treble Charge 


Valentine | 
Eve Blind 


Avron cut his teeth with Everclear 


Nori doubles as Sum 41’s manager 
which means he deserves much of the credit 
for turning a bunch of unruly kids from the 
outskirts of Toronto into the biggest punk 
success story since Blink-182. On All Killer 
No Filler, he « 
pop-punk mastermind Jerry Finn (Blink 


182, Rancid), who put the band’s hooks up 


eded production duties to 


front and let their sense of humor run wild 
Green Day were the obvious inspiration be 
hind “Fat Lip” and “Motivation,” the 
album’s breakthrough anthems of defiance 
and boredom. The third single, “In Too 
Deep,” was one of the disc’s few disappoint 
ments, a generic break-up song aimed di 
rectly at commercial rock radio. 

Skatepunk is Sum 41’s true love, but the 
metal spoof “Pain for Pleasure” was one of 
the most endearing moments on All Killer No 
Filler. On “Still Waiting,” the first single from 
Does This Look Infected?, the band’s ’80s 
thrash riffs are so authentic, you know they 
can’t possibly be joking anymore. Frontman 
Deryck get all worked up about a world that 
won't stop hating, and guitarist Dave pounds 
the song’s Offspring melodies into submis- 
sion with some devastating moves out of the 
Metallica playbook. The boys belt out their 
sweetest harmonies on the chorus, but it’s 
their headbanging rhythms that make the 
biggest impression 

One place Sun 


ing much of an impression these 


41 aren't mak 


days is at retail 
Infected? 
Billboard Top 200 album chart 


after a disappointing opening week 


led 
anaed at 


Like most 
high-profile rock releases, it should sell re 
spectably in the long run. But despite produc 
er Nori’s pop pedigree, one thing is clear: the 
ede SO! 


disc isn’t as commercial as its p1 


1 


Deryck’s vocals are lower in the mix, the cho 


uses aren't as obvious as they used to be, and 


the tempos are juiced to near-hardcore levels 
In other words, it sounds less like a pop album 
and more like a punk album 

But it’s a good punk album, and it’s hard 
to blame the band for refusing to write an- 
other hip-hop novelty like “Fat Lip.” The 
opening track, “The Hell Song,” picks up 
where “Still Waiting” left off: Deryck deals 
with the heartbreak of learning that a friend 
has contracted HIV, and he and Dave pay 
tribute with a heroic outpouring of Iron 
Maiden guitar harmonies. “Over My Head 
(Better Off Dead)” is a venomous rewrite of 
“In Too Deep,” with sharper hooks and a 
heavier backbeat. The band borrow expertly 
from Rancid and Green Day on the anti-sui- 
cide anthem “My Direction,” which forces 
Deryck to look on the bright side for once: 
“Perfection is my direction/Even if that’s all 
bhad/It’s not like I need no correction/I just 


cover sto 


Recipe for success 


Does This Look Infected? and The Young and the Hopeless mix punk with pop 


NO JOKE: the underground and the mainstream come together in Good Charlotte. 


know that life’s not so bad.” 

Public drunkenness is another thing Sum 
41 have learned well from Green Day, and the 
band spend much of Does This Look Infect- 
ed? hungover and paranoid. “Welcome to my 
own down and out,” Deryck grimaces on 
“Hyper-Insomnia-Para-Condrioid,” which 
sounds prettier than its title suggests. He 
can’t hold down his meals on “All Messed 
Up,” but he somehow musters up the energy 
to sing one of the album’s sunniest choruses. 


On Does This Look Infected?, 
ambitions for punk sincerity, and 


Booze is to Sum 41 what girls are to New 
Found Glory: the love of their lives, and the 
source of their deepest frustrations. 

As “Still Waiting” 


lious streak hasn't been tamed yet 


shows, Sum 41's rebel 
Dave's 
finest hour as a metalhead comes on anothe1 
one of Dery 
‘Mr. Amste 
with a couple of direct guitar quotes from 
Metallica. In between, Dave’s inner hardcore 
kid takes over on the microphone, and 


k’s anti-establishment songs, 


’ which begins and ends 


Deryck tunefully laments the evils of society 
on the song’s stellar skatepunk chorus. The 
band save their biggest surprise for the clos- 
ing “Hooch,” which breaks into tears of 
heavy-metal guitar joy after a couple of stan 
dard high-testosterone choruses. “I'll fall 
into you, but don’t believe that this is real,” 
coos Deryck over the quiet guitar melody 
that ends the album. Sum 41 trade their pop 
ambitions for punk sincerity this time 
around, and the results are exhilarating. 
Over the last few months, Good Charlotte 
have given New Found Glory a run for their 
money as every DIY punk’s favorite whipping 
boys — and not just because of the sticky- 
sweet hooks that flavor The Young and the 


Hopeless. Frontman Joel and guitarist Benji 
are identical twins whose burgeoning popu- 
larity with American teenage girls went 
through the stratosphere when MTV picked 
them to host the late-night music-video hour 


All Things Rock. Like Blink-182, the band 


have two different clothing lines of their own: 
Joel and Benji’s Made and guitarist Billy's 
Level 27. And Benji’s gutterpunk-chic look is 
no joke, from his Statue of Liberty hair and 


Sum 41 trade their pop 
the results are exhilarating. 


mascara to his omnipresent array of under- 
ground-band paraphernalia. 

Then there’s Good Charlotte's break- 
through hit, “Lifestyles of the Rich & Fa- 
mous.” It’s a silly takedown of celebrity cul- 
ture set to the beat of Iggy Pop’s “Lust for 
Life,” with a huge chorus and a couple of 
cheap laughs at the expense of O.J. Simpson 
and Marion Barry. Producer Valentine works 
overtime on the giddy chamber-pop vocal 
interlude that leads into the chorus, and 
Hollywood session drummer Josh Freese 
(who played with the Vandals for years be- 
fore he started working for people like Axl 
Rose and Maynard James Keenan) helps 
thump the song onto Top 40 radio. As for 
Joel and Benji, they’ve got a pragmatic solu- 
tion for taking care of whiny celebrities: “If 
money is such a problem/Well they got man- 
sions/ Think we should rob them.” 

As rock novelty hits go, “Lifestyles of the 
Rich & Famous” is a blast, but there’s more 
to Good Charlotte than meets the eye. Joel 
and Benji grew up poor on the outskirts of 
DC, and their father walked out on them 
when they were teenagers. They started the 
band in high school and made a pilgrimage 
to the legendary East Bay punk club 924 








Gilman Street when they graduated. Newly 
inspired, they moved to Annapolis, made 
some friends at corporate-rock radio, and 
got signed after opening a string of East 
Coast shows for SoCal pop dudes Lit. Their 
first album, Good Charlotte (Epic), was 
made with Lit producer Don Gilmore and 
yielded the modest hit “Little Things.” 

All of which explains a lot about the bizarre 
confluence of underground and mainstream 
culture on a Good Charlotte song like “The 
Anthem,” which double-references Blink- 182 
and Jay-Z in the title and goes on to name- 
check two Minor Threat songs in a single 
verse. The album's most blatant pop move, 
“Girls & Boys,” pays tribute to the Blur song 
of the same name, and it augments its cheery 
new-wave pulse with an unforgettable teen- 
punk chorus: “Girls don’t like boys, girls like 
cars and money.” Joel and Benji don’t have 
anything to say about Bikini Kill on “Riot 
Girl,” but at least they have the good sense to 
bash Britney and Christina. 

More compelling than Good Charlotte's 
teen-punk novelty songs are the pair of 
tracks on The Young and the Hopeless about 
the twins’ estranged father. “I don’t know 
too much about, too much of my old man/I 
know he walked right out the door, we never 
saw him again,” are the opening lines of the 
explosive “The Story of My Old Man,” 
which goes on to address, poignantly, the 
history of alcoholism in the family. And 
there’s more than a little Social Distortion in 
the heartbreaking ballad “Emotionless,” on 
which the boys try to come to terms with 
their father’s absence once and for all. 

Good Charlotte put the hard times behind 
them to the tune of the Who’s “Baba O’Ri- 
ley” on “Movin’ On,” which ends the album 
on an inspirational note: “Make the best 
with what you're given/This ain’t dying, this 
is living!” Big-money record deals and MTV 
gigs aside, that’s a sentiment any punk 
would agre> with. * 
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Long live the queen 


Natalie Flanagan makes her wildest dream come true 


atalie Flanagan is playing 

a show at Casey’s, the Pete 

Winter Hill working man’s a. 
pub where she works as a day 
bartender. It’s a neighborhood 
joint with a glaringly bright bar- 
room and, behind it, a more 
gently lit alcove where Flana- 
gan’s band set up, surrounded 
by dartboards and beer signs. 
Her friends from the music 
scene congregate in a sort of 
huddle by the doorway. The 
middle of the room is filled with 
high-spirited townies, regular 
customers here to show some 
support; they yell and cheer at 
the end of each song and then 
turn their attention back to giv- 
ing one another crap and getting 
bombed. Flanagan’s raggedly in- 
tense Velvet Underground mini- 
malism might not be their usual 
cup of suds (somebody bawls 
out a request for Manilow once 
or twice); still, they're obviously 
fond of the musician. She ad- 
dresses them with some affection 
as the “rogues’ gallery.” Toward 
the end of the set, she’s inter- 
rupted mid-song by a birthday 
cake carried in by the diminutive 
Chinese cook (“Bobby Ma, my 
best buddy”), who is beaming 
with excitement. It’s a weirdly 
timed, endearing moment:for 
Flanagan’s 39th birthday. She 
looks like a lanky-haired kid as 
she blows out the candles and 
laughs self-consciously. This is a 
slip of a person, and dressed like 
a boy, in a worn plaid shirt and 
old Levi’s that are always a few 
sizes too big. 

Let, her second full-length 
CD, was recently released by 
One Way Productions (the local 
indie that pressed her debut, 
Five Star Day). Produced with 
an elegant hand by David Mine- 
han at Woolly Mammoth, it’s an album 
Flanagan allows herself to be proud of, 
without reservation. During a break be- 
tween sets at Casey’s, | 
talk to the drummer, 
Larry Dersh, who has 
played with her off and on 
for about nine years. He 
isn’t featured on Let; John 
Lynch played drums there. 
But Dersh would be 
proud to say otherwise. 
He talks about Let like a 
fan; he’s excited just to 
have it to listen to. 

So how did he come to 
play with Flanagan back when she was a 
raw beginner and just figuring out how to 
play guitar and express herself? After all, he 
was (and remains) one of the best drum- 
mers in town, well known for his charis- 
matic contribution to the percussion front 
line in Concussion Ensemble. “I think she’s 
a great songwriter,” he answers, adding 
that there was one particular song when 
they first started playing together that “just 
killed me.” There have been others since, 
most recently “Long Live the King,” which 
we agree is the most devastating song on 
Let. Flanagan starts the next set with it, ac- 
companied on piano by keyboardist Andrea 
Gaudet (on loan from Red Chord) and gui- 
tarist Dennis Roach, a mainstay in her 
shifting rotation of bandmates-in-residence. 
Her vocal style, as she’s described it, is 





“more like talking than singing;” people 
compare her to Bob Dylan and Lou Reed. 
She sings in a low-pitched lullaby drone, 
ending lines in a fractured 
whisper that’s intensely 
intimate and pain- 
scraped. The first time | 
heard “Long Live the 
King,” on Let, | actually 
felt as if | couldn't 
breathe. Even in the weird 
context of Casey's, with 
the regulars chattering 
away and the iffy PA mix, 
it’s wrenching. “Under 
the tree | keep you with 
me/Shining bright like you should be/I take 
the blame is all I can say/It’s utterly broken 
my confidence... ” 

A few nights later, Flanagan meets me at 
the Druid in Inman Square to talk about 
Let. After more than a decade writing songs 
and putting together bands to play them 
with, she finally feels, with this album, that 
she’s not “a beginner anymore.” She gives 
producer David Minehan a lot of credit for 
Let’s expressive precision — he was the 
kind of person she’d been hoping to work 
with, she says, after years of communica- 
tion struggles with fellow musicians and 
producers who weren’t much help. “I was 
starting to realize | needed to work with 
someone who knew a lot about arranging. I 
was finally beginning to believe they were 
good songs, and to believe in myself as a 


cellars 


SET 


BY ROBIN VAUGHAN 














IT WAS A PRIVILEGE: “Any cord | could wrap up, any amp I could hump up and down the stairs, was a joy 


for me,” says Flanagan of her long apprenticeship. 


jobs at a time — waitressing, bartending, 


calls that “one of my crimes against hu- 


had, she avers. Her college career 


at UMass, was a paintully pre 
longed series of “fits and sta) 
burdened by self-doubt and px 
riods of intense anxiety and de 
spair, she took nine years to finish 
her BA in history. During one 
break she entered a jazz prograt 
at Holvoke Community Cx 
two vears. “I had started to put t 
gether and perform a few songs | 
had written. For some reason | f 
| had to go to school for anything | 


wanted to do, and at this progran 


the choice was jazz or classical, s« 
| picked jazz. | didn’t really learn 
to play for shit, | didn’t really learn 
how te answer questions about 
theory, or transpose anything, but 


it showed me how much there was 
out there to learn. And it didn't 
break me 


She adds that she had a self-de 


feating notion that music was | 
special people that’s who God 
gives that gift to, | thought.” But 
finding herself direction and 
unhappy at age 27, she aske 

sell If vou could ha you 
wildest dreat me tri | 

would it be And she id 
become a musician. Payir 

was “a privi h 

Any ¢ 1 | ld i 

mp | could hu nd 

the stairs, was a jov for me. | was 


getting 


like, ‘Okay, you're really 
into it. You're doing the worl 
She didn’t yet know whether she 
was going to be any good at it. “I 
didn’t think I could do it, actually 
but I knew I had to try. The songs 
got better over time, and as peri 
ods went by I think I grew up a 
lot, so lyrically | was getting a han- 
dle on what it was that | wanted to 
express. Learning how to manipu- 
late words. Getting to something 
that’s difficult to express, that’s 
complex. Getting enough angles of 
that to merge so that it has this really nice 
when I get to the end of writ 


i 


writer. And I just knew everything sounded 
like jelly, and | didn’t have the expertise to 
say, ‘Don't hit the hi-hat and the snare at 
the same time.’ | knew | needed everything 
to be simpler, and one thing | had finally 
figured out was | couldn't have a guitar 


ring to it 
ing a song, I grapple with the small deci 
sions, whether to use the word ‘the,’ fine 
tuning everything so it all stays open in 


some way.’ 


player playing over the vocals.” She laughs On Let, the soul is in the details the 
“| mean, it took me years to figure this shit intuitive suspended spaces, the elegant 
out.” minimalism of the phrasing. The song 


Flanagan’s not afraid of a little work. She always 
seems to have at least two or three jobs at a time — 
waitressing, bartending, tending to elderly invalids. 

She’s delivered pizza and Chinese food; she’s worked 
vending carts downtown. Deciding to become a 
musician in her late 20s was, she believes, 
the most sensible idea she ever had. 


spare and deliberate, setting every musical 
breath into high relief. The intimacy is in- 
tense, but Flanagan doesn’t give everything 
away. The CD cover photo shows her 
looking straight into the camera, with an 
expression that’s unveiled and unreadable. 
A print of the Mona Lisa hangs behind her 
on the right. The art of balancing mystery 
and candor is no easy trick. Leonardo was 
a master. Flanagan’s not a beginner any- 
more. a 


Flanagan’s not afraid of a little work. She 
always seems to have at least two or three 


tending to elderly invalids. She’s delivered 
pizza and Chinese food; she’s worked 
vending carts downtown. For a while she 
worked as a rental agent in Allston; she 


manity, and one of my only true regrets.” 
Deciding to become a musician in her late 
20s was the most sensible idea she ever 
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Look and listen 


Jazz books that change the music 


Continued from the cover 
music, to predetermine how it will be heard 
lhe paradox is that Miles remains one of 
the most-written-about artists in the history 
\veasua] sean of Amazon turns up 11 
biographig$ of one form or another (includ- 
ing memoirs) since his death in 1991, at the 
age of 65; And that’s not counting critical 
monografhs and other detailed studies of his 


Ol jaZZ 


music, or the shelf full of books that preced 
ed his death 

But to judge by the evidence of the new bi 
ography So What: The Life of Miles Davis, 
by Yale professor John Szwed (Simon & 
Schuster, 488 pages, $28), and several other 
recent books on jazz, 
there’s still plenty to 
read, and plenty to write. 
And if handled well, 
prose can actually bring 
us closer to the music, 
make us want to listen 
more to music we 
haven't heard, to music 
we thought we knew 

Of course, there’s an 
other reason, too. “Biographies are about be- 
havior,” John Leonard argued in a piece about 
the Miles-like mythic Bob Dylan. “Caring 
about the music is what makes our interest in 
the behavior more than merely prurient.” 

Szwed gives us the whole boatload of 
Miles bad behavior — but there’s little here 
to scandalize those who have already read 
Miles: The Autobiography (Simon & Schus- 
ter/Touchstone, 1989). He’s still slapping 
around the bitches he already told us he 
slapped around (including his wives Frances 
Taylor and Cicely Tyson). And there’s the 
mountains of white powder he snorted, the 
predictable Behind the Music cycle of self- 
medication, the endless series of ailments — 
sickle-cell anemia, diabetes, gallstones, bro- 
ken bones, ulcers, chronic walking pneumo- 
nia, degenerative bone ailments that required 
numerous hip surgeries, and strokes. And 
there’s the late-’70s five-year “retirement,” 
when Miles holed up, paranoid and drug-ad- 
dled, in his West 77th Street townhouse, like, 
Szwed writes, “Norma Desmond in Sunset 
Boulevard.” 

How does all this help explain the music? 
Probably no more than it ever did. The recon- 
ciliation of the brutal, manipulative narcissist 
with the tender rhapsodist, the creator of one 
of the most recognizable instrumental voices 
in jazz, and an indelible body of work, remains 
confounding. Except that, nasty behavior 
aside, one loyal friend after another testifies to 
Miles’s “shyness.” 

But Szwed doesn’t merely dish the obligato- 
ry dirt. Consolidating previous research, and 
conducting his own interviews with musicians, 
friends, wives, and children, he comes up with 
a portrait that feels true to the man and the 
artist. Davis’s insecurities — his “shyness” — 
were real, and they accounted for both his 
brutishness and his tremendous ambition. But 
Szwed uses the context of the life, the behav- 
ior, to give us a fuller sense of the artist at 
work. The author’s reconstructions of various 
recording sessions, of the marketing strategies 
that along with Miles’s own talent and savvy 
propelled him from Charlie Parker sideman to 
icon (the face of jazz as well as the image of 
cool), are revelations. Again and again, Szwed 
reveals Miles’s astonishing musical intelligence 
and intuition — his ability to tailor arrange- 
ments to a given group of musicians, to edit 
other musicians’ compositions instantaneous- 
ly, to “correct” another player’s mistake on 
stage by supplying just the right complementa- 
ry note with his horn. 

And of course there are the famous Miles 
epigrams. To John Coltrane when Trane 








complained that he had trouble ending his 
solos:*Try taking the horn out of your 
mouth,” To John McLaughlin at the Jn a 
Silent Way sessions: “Play like you don’t 
know few to play.” To saxophonist Dave 
Liebnianh: “Finish before you’re done:” And, 
speakinig.in anticipation of untold hundreds 
of would-be jazz ren@gades, to Wynton 
Marsalis: “So here’s the- police.” 

Szwed confirms the image of Miles as 
supremely in command of his music even 
when his life was chaos. But he also confirms 
another cliché of genius: that Miles was al 
ways able to see the music simultaneously 
whole and in all its parts, including his own 
role as soloist. On stage he 
was composer, arranger, con- 
ductor, performer — and 
doing it all on the spot. 

Szwed even gives Miles a 
touching reprieve, as the phys- 
ically crumbling master feels 
the end is near and begins to 
get in touch with his old 
friends and to look back for 
the first time. And there’s a bit 
of haunting poetry when Miles lists his ail- 
ments to an interviewer from Le Monde and 
complains that he has “no stomach left. . . . | 
no longer have eyes, nothing. Just a face. . . 
severe, straight, like the face of my mother.” 


ASHLEY KAHN comes at the jazz biogra- 
phy from another angle. As he did in Kind of 
Blue: The Making of the Miles Davis Master- 
piece (Da Capo, 2000), Kahn gives us the bi- 
ography of a single work. In A Love 
Supreme: The Story of John Coltrane’s 
Signature Work (Viking, 293 pages, 
$27.95), he takes us into the minutiae of the 
recording process — but like Szwed, he has 


a knack for putting the work in the context of 


the artist’s life, and that life in context of the 
history of jazz and of African-American his- 
tory itself. We see how jazz records were 
marketed to college students; we experience 
Coltrane’s well-documented religious awak- 
ening, and we’re taken through the prepara- 
tion, both musical and spiritual, that led to 
the creation of this 1965 recording. 

Perhaps what’s most interesting is the way A 
Love Supreme was originally received — by 
those college students and by other jazz musi- 
cians. Saxophonist Frank Lowe heard the 
album as a kind of “urbanized” spiritual. Pro- 
ducer Joel Dorn, who was a jazz DJ in 
Philadelphia at the time, recalls, “There was a 
spiritual response. . . . It wasn’t just the record 
— Giant Steps and My Favorite Things were 
big jazz records, and established Trane as a le- 
gitimate giant — but he became this spiritual 
slash political slash iconic something.” . 

That “iconic something” is what New York 
Times critic Ben Ratliff has a clear bead on 
throughout his remarkable Jazz: A Critic’s 
Guide to the 100 Most Important Record- 
ings (Times Books, 271 pages, $16). Ratliff 
is refreshingly unbuttoned here outside the 
pages of journalism’s great Gray Lady. And 
he cheats on the unstated rules of such “list” 
books. An entry from his “100 most impor- 
tant recordings” can be a single out-of-print 
album or an eight-CD set. Listing in chrono- 
logical order, he admits to favoring post— 
World War II recordings, and you can argue 
from here to Miles’s house about the inclu- 
sions and omissions. 

But the joy is in each of these 800-word es- 
says. Like Miles, Ratliff has a genius for see- 
ing a work simultaneously in detail and in its 
historical context. His descriptions enliven 
technical detail with metaphor, and the life of 
the artist with pithy storytelling, salty, enlight- 
ening personal prejudices, and a keen histori- 
cal and musical awareness. Coltrane’s Live in 





man and Miles the artist at work. 


Japan is “a landmark of terrifying stamina.” 
In “China Boy,” Benny Goodman’s “ascent 
into the high register is palpable, like a time- 
elapsed film of a tree shooting out of the 
ground.” Of the Chet Baker 1955 Paris 
recordings, he writes, “That strange drifting 
feeling, as if tonality is all relative and the es- 
tablished rhetoric of exits and entrances is for 
squares, meant only one thing in the 1950s: 
heroin.” 

Yes, Ratliff understands jazz history as “a 
series of great stories,” but he also has a sense 
of what those stories mean. Throughout these 
100 essays, he argues that the most vital jazz 
often compels us to ask what jazz is. And he 
sees the music in a continuum of high and 
low culture. Of Parker’s recordings with 
strings, he asks, “But what is jazz if not a 
complete confusion of popular and esoteric, 
highbrow and middlebrow and even low- 
brow?” Considering the career of Pat Methe- 
ny, he says, “There’s a rare dualism here 
the narrow, academic, chess-club concentra- 
tion of the Boston guitar school and Methe- 
ny’s natural disposition toward making music 
that sounds popular.” He also has plenty of 
heart, as when he writes about Betty Carter 
that “she made you feel her commitment to 
the idea that all successes are hard-won, and 
you were flattered that such an imposing per- 
son was working so hard for your benefit.” 





ALL UNHAPPY JAZZ STORIES, though, 
are unhappy in their own way, and there 
probably aren’t any sadder than that of Nelson 
Riddle (1921-1985). Riddle made his name 
as an arranger for Nat “King” Cole, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Rosemary Clooney (with whom he 
had a lengthy affair), Linda Ronstadt (on her 
“standards” recordings of the early 80s), 
and, most famously, Frank Sinatra. And as an 





DON’T LOOK BACK: John Szwed creates a comprehensive portrait of bot 
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Miles the 


arranger, he was a second banana in every 
way. He was a passable jazz trombonist and 
an unprolific original composer; his specialty 
was orchestrating other people’s music. He 
began as a big-band arranger, but his genius 
was in setting songs for singers, and nowhere 
can you hear that better than on Sinatra’s 
“I’ve Got You Under My Skin,” where 
Frank’s voice is carried from one peak to an- 
other, a beautifully arranged brass chorus 
leading to Milt Bernhart’s now legendary 
trombone solo. 

But the arranger’s job is a thankless one, 
as Peter J. Levinson writes in September in 
the Rain: The Life of Nelson Riddle (Bill- 
board Books, 320 pages, $21.95). Such 
journeymen were paid by the piece, or they 
worked as house arrangers, cranking out ma- 
terial on demand, often trying to turn sows’ 
ears into silk purses. The crooner Al Martino 
recalls of Riddle, “When he wrote for me, the 
tunes were nowhere as good as his charts.” 

Levinson drums up a song for his unsung 
hero, but Riddle comes off as a moody alco- 
holic, as responsible for his travails as anyone. 
When Sinatra moves on to find other 
arrangers, other sounds, it seems a natural 
part of his own artistic search. But Riddle 
takes it as a personal injury. A weak orchestra 
conductor, and never able to find his niche as 
a composer of soundtracks, he toils in a pur- 
gatory between fame and obscurity. Levin- 
son’s last biographical subject, Harry James, 
had his own unhappy demise, but at least he 
compelled as a one-time jazz-pop superstar. 
The author’s next subject, who will complete 
this “swing trilogy,” is big-band leader 
Tommy Dorsey. Levinson’s valuable, dogged 
research may not be uncovering lives as com- 
pelling as Davis’s, but like Szwed, Kahn, and 
Ratliff, he changes how you listen. a 
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TOM PETTY & THE 
HEARTBREAKERS: 
MIXING THE OLD 
WITH THE NEW 


Wrapping up a tour in support of his 
latest studio album, The Last D] (Warn 
er Bros.), Tom Petty brought his sea 
soned band to the FleetCenter last Sat 
urday to perform a set that offered a lit 
tle something for everyone. And in 
Petty’s case, “everyone” means three 
decades worth of fans from a wide array 
of socio-economic backgrounds, includ 
ing the old hippies who jumped on the 
Petty bandwagon when he and his 
Heartbreakers toured as Bob Dylan’s 
backing band and the MTV generation 
Don't 
Come Around Here Anymore” single a 
fixture on the music-video channel 
throughout the 80s. This means he’s 
one of those rare performers who's es 
tablished enough to fill a venue as large 
as the FleetCenter without touring be- 
hind a current hit album. But it also 
means he has to craft a live show that 


who helped make his psychedelic 


can satisfy a wide range of fans 

Striding onto an austere stage, the 
band let their music do the talking as 
they worked through more than two 
hours of material drawn from every 
stage of their career. There was a 
healthy sampling of tracks from The 
Last DJ: Petty opened with the title track 
and sprinkled four more tunes from the 
new album throughout the set. We also 
got the kind of fun rarities that seasoned 
bands often break out at the end of a 
long tour, if for no other reason than to 
amuse themselves. In this case that in- 
cluded covers of the Byrds’ “I'll Feel a 
Whole Lot Better,” Chuck Berry's 
“Carol,” and the Traveling Wilburys 
track “Handle with Care.” 

But as you'd expect, the band’s great- 
est hits dominated. And after bolting up- 
right out of their seats for the mellow 
rocker “Last Dance with Mary Jane,” 
old and new fans alike would sink back 
into their chairs when Petty interrupted 
the flow with the new “Can’t Stop the 
Sun.” Still, he did a good job of balanc- 
ing the show between simply offering a 
greatest-hits set and digging out his fa- 
vorite deep cuts from albums that he’d 
released before some of the audience 
members were born. So he followed 
“Shadow of a Doubt (A Complex Kid),” 
a charging classic from his 1979 album 
Damn the Torpedoes, with the swaying 
Top 40 sing-along “Won’t Back Down.” 
And if some of his younger fans weren’t 
familiar with Chuck Berry’s “Carol,” 
well, he was kind enough to follow it up 
with one of his all-time crowd-pleasing 
favorites, “American Girl.” 


— Tom Kielty 


JON STEWART: 
STANDING PROUD 


Jon Stewart and his writing staff at 
Comedy Central’s The Daily Show have 
revived satire as a form of witty, active 
social and political critique — and just 
plain fun poking. That’s quite an ac- 
complishment in the land of dick jokes 
that pretty much passes as modern 
comedy’s terrain. And if dick jokes have 
a stronghold, it’s certainly stand-up. So 
it was fascinating to see how Stewart 
carried himself when he entered that 
territory last Saturday for a solo per- 
formance at the Orpheum. When he 
last came to Boston, headlining the 
Comedy Connection, his Daily Show 
reign had just begun. He returned this 
time with Emmy and Peabody awards 
under his belt for his work on the mock 
news program, so the stakes were con- 
siderably higher. 
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live and on record 
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE: Petty did a good job of balancing his 


FleetCenter show between his greatest hits and his favorite deep cuts 


And he played the game well, rico 
cheting between arch humor and low 
brow gags, sustaining a balance of 
risky observations and cheap, reliable 
laughs. Wearing a gray sweater and 
matching chinos, he mixed older mate 
rial with new one-liners, all of it geared 
to his Boston audience. He zoomed in 
on the city’s reputation as a drinking 
town, called Boston his “favorite city to 
beat up Moby in,” and then got down 
to the hard stuff. “I’m sorry about you 
guys not having a cardinal. Has it been 
tough since he resigned? Is the city 
lacking a moral center now?” He also 
talked about a new fashion accessory 
for the city’s Catholic hierarchy (“They 
have a little wristband that says, ‘What 
would Enrog do?’”). before going on to 
savage Mississippi senator Trerit Lott’s 
phony apology — and Boston's reputa- 
tion for segregation, including the ban- 
ning of gay groups from the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. “Gay people are 
very flamboyant, and you don’t want 
them distracting from the dignity of 
that parade,” he observed with a trade- 
mark rise of his eyebrows and a look of 
puppy-dog innocence. 

Sure, he did get to the dick jokes and 
the lines about his ass hair combover (to 
cover a bald spot on his left cheek). But 
before that, he jabbed at both US policy 
on Iraq and Saddam Hussein himself, 
heroin chic, computer games, and 
phone sex. His finale was one of his vin- 
tage crowd killers: a stomach-churning 
but hilarious routine about his dog’s ex- 
plosive diarrhea. 

I presume Stewart packs venues like 
the Orpheum and college arenas these 
days because of his Daily Show expo- 
sure. But if anybody in the crowd was 
disappointed by his sometimes decidedly 
unlofty bent, it was impossible to tell 
over the howls and applause. His mix of 
relaxed familiarity, a congenial nature, 
sparkling wit, and self-depreciating 
humor makes him the rare comic who 
can be all things to his fans, from arch 
observer to foul-mouthed-but-lovable 
slob. 

— Ted Drozdowski 


JIMMY TINGLE: 
IN THE 
PROMISED LAND 


According to Jimmy Tingle, the 
Promised Land is “a sense of freedom,” 
a proverbial golden ring sought through 
the ages by ancient Jews, the Pilgrims, 
and immigrants today. His new one- 
man show is dubbed Jn the Promised 
Land, in part because he’s found a place 
where he can enjoy unrestricted free- 
dom: his own theater. Jimmy Tingle’s 
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Oif Broadway is the newly revampec 
former Elm Street Theatre in Davis 
Square that replete with a flashy 
mini-marquee the performer now 
calls home 

But Tingle has also found an inner 
spiritual freedom, one that authorizes 
him to be funny again. Following his 
two seasons as the Andy Rooney of 60 
Minutes II, he, like many of his comic 
peers, struggled in the wake of Septem 
ber 11. The thoughtful satire of In the 
Promised Land helps us to recognize 
the shambles of the world. And it’s an 
unsurprising approach when you con 
sider Tingle’s history of social and po 
litical activism. His earnestness is pal 
pable when he scrunches his brows over 
a pleading puppy-dog expression and 
recites a poem — yes, his poem 
about post-September 11 grieving. The 
sadness makes the humor that much 
more touching. 

Tingle explains that from an early age 
he wanted to be a Jewish comedian — a 
bit of a reach given that he’s Catholic. 
He does manage to go long stretches 
exuding a Jackie Mason air, complete 
with anxious gesticulations and hyper- 
bolic chutzpah. But he’s more endearing 
when he drops the mimic shtick and 
morphs back into his regular self, in all 
of its self-depreciating Boston Catholic 
glory. He’s as candid as Spalding Gray 
when he recounts the sluggish trajectory 
of his career. As he sees it, once you've 
made an appearance on national televi- 
sion, you can get a gig anywhere on the 
Red Line. But Tingle, who was born and 
raised in a political family in Cambridge, 
is clearly comfortable — if not thrilled 
— to be home. 

The best comic bits include an 
anachronistic account of God’s unleash- 
ing the Ten Plagues on the Egyptians, a 
few hearty jabs at the Catholic Church, 
and a confession that since September 
11 he ardently prays for President Bush. 
This last he is still trying to reconcile 
with his staunch liberal sensibility. Some 
of the material treads on worn territory: 
he notes the ludicrousness of expiration 
dates on bottled water and the absurdity 
of airport interviews passing as security 
checks. 

Those audience members who aren’t 
familiar with Tingle’s repertoire will 
probably appreciate the 60 Minutes II 
clips that screen on television moni- 
tors. For the rest of us, these broad- 
casts could seem narcissistic, but given 
Tingle’s modesty, it’s more likely he 
needs them to remind him how far he’s 
come. 

— Liza Weisstuch 

(Jimmy Tingle in the Promised Land 
runs through December 31 at Jimmy ° 
Tingle’s Off Broadway, 255 Elm Street 
in Davis Square. Call 617-591-1616.) 
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DECEMBER 20, 2002 ARTS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


FREDDIE HUBBARD 


& THE NEW JAZZ COMPOSERS OCTET 


exciting o¢ 
d Weiss and incl 
on tenor, Myron Waldon on 


on drums and Norb 


celebrating the release 


CLUB 


CELEBRATE NEW YEAR’S EVE 
with JOHN PIZZARELLI TRIO 
“THE EARLY PARTY” 3269 per 


Scullers Jazz Club Dinner & Show package 
Four course dinner in the Boathouse Grille 
Dinner reservations 5:30-6:30pm 


John Pizzarelli Trio at 8pm 


“THE LATE PARTY” 


Scullers Jazz Club Dinner & Show package 


$339 per couple 


Five course dinner in the Boathouse Grille 
Dinner reservations 8:30-9:30pm 

John PizZarelli Trio at 11pm 

Hats, noise makers and champagne toast 


at midnight. (ax & gratuity included) 


and STAY THE 
4 premium f 

Years Eve I t 
you afrive (ro rot included an 


available with New Year's Eve show package purchas« 


FOR ALL RESERVATIONS & INFORMATIOD 
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Jan 8-9 Fri Jan 10 


KENDRICK OLIVER 


& THE NEW LIFE JAZZ ORCHESTRA 


upeter, composer is This roaring big band will be celebrating the 


tet wh release of their first CD which was recorded 
live at Scullers last Fall with exciting vocalist 
Monica Lynk and special guest 


Christian MacBride 


» trombone, Xavier Davis 
no on bass, E.J Strickland 
et Stachel on baritone 

of their 


n Lime.” 


n: Fri-Sat 8& 10:30pm: Sun 7 & 9pm 
Call for tickets & info at 617. 562. 4117 


_ Order o on line at www.scullersjazz.com 


FIREWORKS 


Curious about the 
Black Key Club? 


THE BEGINNERS’ BALL 
Saturday, Jan. 4, 2003 

TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE 
COUPLES: $60 

SINGLE GALS: $25 


ms Ulal tele qaitom Slee) mae) 
a New Experience" 
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Your sax player blows. 
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Find a band or find a bandmate. 
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rides In 


Fast Horse 


Peter Buck’s new indie label 


BY TED DROZDOWSKI 


E.M.’s Peter Buck has been part of 
the indie-music landscape for more 
@ than two decades, ever since 1981, 

when his then-scrappy band from Athens, 
Georgia, put out their first 45, “Radio Free 
Europe.” Longer, really, if you count his 
days as a record-store clerk and fan. But no 
matter how big R.E.M. have become, Buck 
has never stopped being that clerk and fan. 
He’s pursued and catalogued the music he 
loves or 
thinks he 
might love 
once he 
hears it 
with the ob- 
session of a 
character 
from the 
movie High 
Fidelity, and 
he’s shared 
what he’s 
found with 
the world 
In inter- 
views and 
conversa- 
tions Buck 
hardly ever 
fails to men- 
tion a new 


THE HORSEMEN’S 


CREDO: “/t's an artist- 
friendly label. No huge, 
long-term contracts. The 
money is split evenly be- 
tween the artist and the 
label — a 50-50 deal.” 


band, rare 
singles, or a 
foreign 
sound he’s 
just fallen 
upon, often 
proselytizing with the same fervor white 
blues artists had for their African-American 
idols in the 1960s. 

This year he’s brought that passion to 
Fast Horse 
Recordings, a 
Texas-based 
label he started 
with fellow mu- 
sicians Barrett 
Martin and Joe 
Cripps. Drum- 
mer Martin was 
a member of 
Screaming Trees 
and Mad Season and is part of Tuatara, an 
instrumental world-music-inspired outfit 
that also includes guitarist Buck. Cripps is 
the drummer for the Texas-based Brave 
Combo, a rock-fueled band who began in- 
corporating polkas, tangos, and Gypsy 
music into their sound around the same 
time R.E.M. were forming. 

Buck explains that he, Cripps, and Martin 
met in Cuba roughly four years ago, “doing 
a State Department—sponsored song swap 
with Cuban musicians. Barrett and Joe had 
been playing together and studying African, 
Cuban, and South American percussion 
stuff.” Common musical interests and their 
discussions about how poorly artists are 
treated by the music industry led to their 
decision to start Fast Horse. 

So far the label has quietly issued CDs 
by four artists. Tuatara’s third album, Cine- 
mathique became Fast Horse’s initial re- 
lease in spring 2001. It was followed by 
Alchemy, the debut of the Wayward 
Shamans. That outfit — essentially Tuatara 











without Buck was started by Martin and 
Cripps in 1999 
of their meeting in Cuba 
music is a swirl of rock and jazz with 
African and Caribbean rhythms. The third 
release was the labelmates’ first foray from 
within their own ranks. When Lightnin’ 
Struck the Pine marks the departure of 
skronking Arkansas bluesman CeDell Davis 
from the Fat Possum label, where the 
74-year-old guitarist and 


and it’s a direct outgrowth 
The Shamans’ 


wheelchair-bound 
singer made three critically heralded al 
bums full of deep spirit and unpredictable 
dissonance. The fourth and newest title is a 
Brazilian pop offering from Rio de Janeiro 
singer Mylene Nunes. She mixes samba 
bossa nova, and electronica and spikes it all 
with Brazilian percussion on the disc that 
bears her name. 

‘I don't 
records ever 
phone from his Seattle home, having just 


think we're gonna sell a million 


’ Buck acknowledges over the 
returned from a songwriting session with 
R.E.M. “The idea is that the work we do 
we really want to get out to the public. And 
label. No huge, long 
term contracts. The money is split evenly 
between his artist and the label a 30-50 


| think with the record industry melt- 


it’s an artist-friendly 


deal. 
ing down the way it is, there’s room for a 
very small label that will let people do ex 
actly what they want artistically 

Davis is a prime example. Inspired by his 
idol Howlin’ Wolf’s groups, he’d sought for 
years to make an album accompanied by a 
large ensemble, but Fat Possum preferred a 
stripped-down country-blues approach. So 
Cripps, who also signed on as Davis’s man- 
ager and drummer, built a line-up around 
him that includes Buck, Martin, and 
R.E.M.’s adjunct guitarist and keyboard 
player, Scott McCaughey. Sure enough, the 
result is some of the most jubilant record- 
ing of Davis's career. 


“The plan is for us to have a kind of house 
band with me, Scott, Joe, and Barrett. If we 
sign singer-songwriter types, we can get 
together in Barrett’s studio and make an 
inexpensive record with really good players.” 


The same crew toured behind him this 
summer and fall, and Buck wants more. 
“I'll play with CeDell any time I possibly 
can. It was inspiring. Talk about sponta- 
neous. He doesn’t make a set list. Every 
show we did a song we'd never heard be- 
fore — sometimes four or five. He’s a great 
artist. I tell people he’s "somewhere between 
Delta blues and free jazz.’ 

Meanwhile; Buck says he and his Fast 
Horse partners have been speaking to many 
artists, but what’s certainly on the schedule 
is a live Tuatara disc and another album 
from Davis. “And I’ve been talking to 
friends of mine who don’t have real sturdy 
record deals. I’m kinda the rock A&R guy. 
The plan is for us to have a kind of house 
band with me, Scott, Joe, and Barrett. If we 
sign singer-songwriter types, we can get to- 
gether in Barrett’s studio and make an in- 
expensive record with really good players. 
There are people that are interested, so | 
think we’ll be working together on records 
like that next year.” a 
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= Mystery men 


Revisiting Pavement’s early years 


BY FRANKLIN, BRUNO 


ndie-rockers — the once-flourishing, 

now rare mid-’90s variety, easily 

identified by their drab plumage 
mystery. Think of how Guided by Voices’ 
rise to notoriety was propelled by their fa- 
bled years of invisibility in Dayton. Or the 
way mild-mannered singer-songwriters Will 
Oldham and Bill Callahan transformed 
themselves into something more merely by 


love a 


slipping into their respective secret identities 
as Palace and Smog. Some bands pursued 
this strategy more assiduously than others, 
and some still do; the White Stripes’ do- 
they-or-don’t-they angle is the latest variant 
3ut for a while there, an air of obscurity 
seemed a surefire route to, at the very least, 
some fanzine adulation and college-radio 
play 

And in some cases, considerably more. No 
band parlayed as little information into as 
much success as Pavement. Beyond their 
trashy, buried-under-noise production, the 
pseudonymous line-up — “S.M.” and “Spi 
ral Stairs” — and the unevocative Letraset 
artwork of their 1990 seven-inch “Slay 
Tracks” dared (o1 begged) those who stum 
bled across it to ask, “What the hell is this?” 
Two years later, when they released their 
first full-length, on then-nascent label Mata 
dor, everyone in indiedom knew that no on« 
knew quite who Pavement were, or what 





they were up to — though all agreed that 
they must own some Fall records 

Founders Steven Malkmus and Scott 
Kannberg eventually lowered the masks, as- 
sembled a band, and settled into the usual 
record-tour-record rhythm. Now, however, 
two new Matador releases enable us to revis 
it their early career. The two-CD Slanted & 
Enchanted: Luxe and Reduxe repackages the 
above-mentioned debut with the reverent 
completeness usually reserved for more ven 
erated artists. (Translation: isn’t this a little 
soon?) And Slow Century is a sprawling 
DVD double disc that includes all the band’s 
videos (which range from engaging Mon- 
kees-esque goofs to no-concept lip-synch 
clips) and the bulk of two live shows from 
their final tour in 1999 

But the DVD's raison d’étre is an hou 
long documentary by k 
Lance Bangs, who shot shows and inter 
views sporadically from 1992 on. If Bangs’s 


yng-time friend 


attempt to reconstruct the past reveals any 
thing, it’s that there isn’t much to reveal 
Pavement come off as Everyband: Echo & 
the Bunnymen—worshipping high-school 
bandmates hook up in Stockton, California 
after college and find a local studio run by 
an older drummer (Gary Young, who ap 
pears only in hilarious archival footage of 
early, drunken gigs). They figure out how 
easy it is to record, press, and mail out 500 


copies of a single; they do it. Personnel 


changes, larger tours, and European televi 
sion appearances ensue 

It’s an appealing myth, but in the telling, 
Bangs sticks too closely to the members’ 
we're-not-trying party line. There’s little at 
tempt to dramatize the combination of luck, 
effort, deals, and actual artistic merit that 
contributed to the band’s ascendancy, and 
none at all to identify the tensions that led to 
their demise. (For that, watch the concerts 
when bassist Mark Ibold flubs the intro to 
“Stereo” in Seattle, Malkmus stops dead, 
muttering, “It’s only the 200th time we've 
played this.”) And if you're wondering why 
the members cared about making music at 





MYTH MAKERS — but on a new DVD 
and a special edition of Slanted & En 
chanted, it's the music that does the real 
talking 


all, much less this music, you'll have to 
figure it out yourself 

Pavement don’t make Bangs’s job any eas 
ier by being, as far as anyofie can tell, a 
bunch of bright but staggeringly normal 
guys not much given to tortured self-analy 
sis. The obligatory “commentary” track that 
accompanies their promo videos is almost a 
parody of their collegiate-slacker image 
after some complaints about their shirts and 
haircuts, there’s not much here beyond the 
rustle of bags of chips and percussionist 
mascot Bob Nostanovich’s telling the othe: 
where to find more beers 

Of course, there’s no crime in a band’s 
letting their music do the talking. The re 


vamped Slanted & Enchanted which al 
eS 7p > t 

include ntemporaneous B-sides, out 

take 8, in t altel Water Domestic EP. 
» mucl BBC sessions, and ¢ 
rching oncert from 1992 

does just tl (he liner notes may tell us 

where and whet ut not why) Malkmus 


wrote the songs and that he velled “Rock 
out!” into Gary Young's headphones at key 
points during recording, but the real myste1 
ies remain intact 


Unlike Pavement's earliest releases, Slant 


ed isn’t so much lo-fi as an almost transpai 
ent representation of some deeply strange 
How is it the 
‘Conduit 


for Sale” add up to a perfectly proportioned 


. ] ] . 
sounds and lyrical conceits 
atonal, mismatched guitar parts of 


nugget of garage punk? How do Malkmus 
lyrics, which often sound like someone 
speaking in code about an experience h 


didn now how to describe in the firs 
lidn't k | tod he first 


place manage to Carry any el \otional res 
nance at all? How, in short, can something 
so wrong seem so right? All we'll ever really 
know is that it did and largely still does. Ten 
years on, Pavement’s story may not be worth 
a second visit, but their music | & 
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Pour on the juice when you need it most with a Honda generator. 













www.honda.com 
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www.parkwaycycle.com 


s manual before operatu 
power requires a transicr device to avoid possibi 
2002 American Honda Motor Co., inc 


s¢ read the owner 


- Convenient electric starting 


GREATER BagpenMororsports 


1098 Mass Ave, Arlington, MA 02476 
781-646-4920 


iS cycle 


1865 Revere Beach Pkwy (Rte 16), Everett, MA 02149 
Phone: 617-389-7000 * Fax: 617-389-1192 


- 3000 watts of Honda portable power 
- Advance inverter technology provides reliable 
power to computers and other sensitive equipment 


- Super quiet range - 49 to 58dB(A) 








107 Brimbal Avenue, Beverly, MA 01915 
Phone: 800-464-CYCLE (2925) 

Fax: 978-927-9720 
www.cycles128.com 
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Las Ck, 


Ring in the New Year! 
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Pool, dancing, DJ, buffet, a champagne todst™party 
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Boston Billiard Club’s New Year’s Eve Party. 


9 pm to 1 am for just $125 per table of 4* 
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Come and have a blast as we countdowh to 2003. 
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christmas 


** 1/2 The Brian Setzer Orches- 
tra, BOOGIE WOOGIE CHRIST- 
MAS (Surfdog). The cat who in- 
vented the rockabilly big band has a 
suitably eclectic take on the high 
holidays, careering from 
Tchaikovsky to Tin Pan Alley over 
the course of a dozen tracks. “Sleigh 
Ride” rocks about as hard as a tune 
with a guy singing “ring-ting-tingling 
an thanks to Setzer's signature 


azz-inflected guitar sting. He also 
hows grit on “Biue Christmas” and 
a rowdy “Santa Ciaus is Back in 
Town,” numbers indelibly linked witt 

vis, He teams with celluloid vixen 
Ann-Margret (another Elvis link) for 


Outside.” a Frank 


Baby, It's Cold 


Loesser gem she first recorded with 
Al Hirt nearly ) years ago but 
ke most of the other 100 or so ver 

ns out there, tt e can't hold a 
enorah to the d Ray Charles 
set Ua ik etzer croons 
etter elsewt ; original “So 
They Say It's Christmas” or an ab 
oO! itely stra ght versior of ‘O Holy 
Night.” Easily the wildest excursior 


5 a seven-minute spin through the 
Nutcracker Suite. On this arrange 
nent, which was crafted many 
moons ago by Frank Comstock for 
Les Brown and His Band of 
Renown, Setzer's 15-piece orches 
tra swings, marches, or prances as 
appropriate 

— Bill Kistiuk 


xx Patty Loveless, BLUE- 
GRASS & WHITE SNOW (Epic/Ja- 
haza). Your typical Christmas album 
is recorded in the middie of summer, 
gets played for a month or less in 
the winter, and revolves around the 
same dozen standards. What's 
wanted, then, is comfort and joy, not 
an artistic adventure. Fortunately, 
Patty Loveless has one of those 
phone-book voices (as in, some of 
us would pay to hear her sing .. . ) 
and.an attachment to this holiday. 
Although her album is bluegrass 
only to the extent that she’s backed 
by acoustic instruments (played by 
som@ Of -bluegrass’® most accom- 
plished pickers), Bluegrass & White 
Snow treats the usual standards — 
and they're all here — with grace, 
respect, and occasional verve. The 
firstemine tracks will play pleasantly 
against the holiday fire, a fine occa- 
sional coumerpoint to conversation 
Her.own holiday songs, which have 
been placed at the end, invite more 
attention. For years now, Loveless 
has been associated with a train 
that travels through Eastern Ken- 
tucky; it stops in hamlets and she 
hands out presents to the needy 
That's what she (and husband/pro- 
ducer Emory Gordy) wrote “Santa 
Train” about, and their engagement 
shows. It's as close as the album 
comes to driving bluegrass, and it's 
the song on which she pushes her 
voice the farthest. 

— Grant Alden 


off the 
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SINGULAR: rugged American avant-gardist Joe Morris 


continues to offer pleasures only he can provide 


of over-the-top vocal and lyrics. And 
since we've all heard holiday 
nuggets like “Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas” and “O Little Town 
of Bethlehem” more times than we 
want to count, Oberst’'s shtick turns 
out to be a useful means of bringing 
new life to these worn-out classics 
The result is a lower-fi indie-rock 
version of the Phil Spector holiday 
standard A Christmas Gift for You 
Oberst plays Specter, leading mem- 
bers of the bands Azure Ray, Lulla- 
by for the Working Class, and Now 
It's Overhead through delicately 
handled arrangements that embel- 
lish indie rock's usual guitar din with 
lots of creamy keyboards, vocal har- 
monies, and snazzy jazz chords. 
The pretty “Bethlehem” sparkles like 
an outer-space luau; a white-noisy 
“Little Drummer Boy” almost out- 
fuzzes the version Low had featured 
in a Gap commercial a couple years 
ago. Throughout Oberst offsets the 
careful playing with his cracked, 
post-pubescent vocals. 
— Mikael Wood 


**1/ 2 Various Artists, MAYBE 
THIS CHRISTMAS (Nettwerk). 
Somebody forgot to deliver the 
usual dose of holiday cheer to the 
folks at Nettwerk before they em- 





BANZAI! Forget the Swedish Invasion, Japan is back, and 
so are Thee Michelle Gun Elephant. 


*** Bright Eyes, A CHRISTMAS | 
ALBUM (Saddle Creek). Christmas | 


songs are the perfect terrain for 
Bright Eyes frontman Conor 
Oberst’s ravaged soul: on the Ne- 
braska outfit's latest Saddle Creek 
album, Lifted, Oberst and his wide 
circle of enablers wove gorgeous, 
expansive tapestries of complicated 
folk rock as a foundation for his fits 





PASeHET LE Cee eR ERS 


eee ec eeeeter eheeeetiae 


barked on this Christmas-themed 
CD. The noncommittal title tells the 
story: this might be Christmas, but 
it doesn’t always sound like it. 
That's not to say the disc’s collec- 
tion of mid-tempo pop-rock num- 
bers aren't gorgeous and alluring, 
especially in the case of Ron Sex- 
smith’s folksy title track. But most 
of Maybe This Christmas is as sub- 





dued as a hungover Santa Claus 
the morning after too many egg 
nogs. Coldplay fit out “Have Your 
self a Merry Little Christmas” with 
chilly production and skeletal 
piano, and Bright Eyes gives an 
unsteady, wobbly twang to “Blue 
Christmas.” Jimmy Eat World bring 
some much needed warmth to 
“12/23/95.” with its warm, chiming 
riffs. Loreena McKennitt’s “Snow” is 
a haunting? orchestral new-age 
hymn that could fit nicely into a 
midnight Mass. 

Maybe This Christmas does 
have pockets of traditional holiday 
frivolity. On “Bizarre Christmas In 
cident,” Ben Folds unfolds a string 
of seasonal yarns from behind his 
piano. Sarah McLachlan joins 
Barenaked Ladies for a playful 
romp through “God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen”; Jack Johnson lends 
some upbeat street-corner shuffle 
to his rendition of “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer.” Not exactly 
your traditional take on traditional 
holiday fare, but a pleasant alter- 
native to all the muzak you have to 
put up with this time of year. 

— Annie Zaleski 


* x *1/2 Thee Michelle Gun Ele- 
phant, TANDEM BEAT RODEO 
SPECTER (Alive). We interrupt 
your regularly scheduled Swedish 
garage invasion to bring you the 
Japanese garage-punk explosion, 
which is already in progress (and 
in fact was presumed extinguished 
back in '96 when Teengenerate 
called it quits). Thee Michelle Gun 
Elephant came in at the tail end of 
said campaign with 1998's Gear 
Blues, a disc that was the Behind 
the Music of its day, one of those 
“why the hell aren’t these guys fa- 
mous?” CDs that filled critical Top 
10 lists but was unavailable at your 
local record dump during the 
Christmas rush. 

The Elephant won't get fooled 
again. Available for stocking 
stuffing as we speak, their new all- 
Japanese album begs the ques- 
tion: what if the next Nirvana don't 
speak English? Heavier on the tre- 
ble than the Hives, trashier than 
Jack White's 100-watt Sears Sil- 
vertone, and catchier than “You 
Know You're Right,” TMGE's 
“Abakareta Sekai (The World Ex- 
posed)” serves the same notice 
Kurt’s “Entertain us* did a decade 
ago: in their words {loosely trans- 
lated), “The party is over.” TMGE 
dressed like ? and the Mysterians 
way before the Mooney Suzuki did, 
and they sure as hell ain’t gonna 
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glimpse of what the hell 


and aig 


style 


punct 
new 
as delivered by motor 


anea 


nave a 
Yusuke 
Chiba is throated 


nowiing gravel 


about: hearts wit! 


' {| rr . 
end ¢ tO a 


the 


bloody 


—~ Carly Carioli 


* xx Dave Matthews Band, LIVE 
AT FOLSOM FIELD BOULDER 
COLORADO (RCA). This two-and 


a-Nail-nour G Di€E tne | 


Mave Matthews Band live a 
; R A 
} i k 
>t if 
ar 1 +f ; DMB fa he 
t ? | | ve ait fr 
a stadium show, and the t 
fo us Of ot ng fron t t } 
Everyday and Busted Stuff (bott 
RCA) 

Other than that, it's business as 
usual, and that’s just fine 
Matthews sings his heart out, and 

} 
the crowd squeals its approval 


when they break into classics like 
Crash into Me,” “What Would You 
Say,” and “Ants Marching.” The 
band get plenty of chances to strut 
their stuff: six tracks eclipse the 
nine-minute mark, including the 
opening “Don't Drink the Water’ 
and the group's signature cover of 
“All Along the Watchtower.” Most of 
the first disc is dedicated to their 
most recent material; the highlight 
is a cathartic performance of the 
brooding epic “Bartender.” There's 
an unreleased track for completists 
(“JTR") plus several soulful guest 
spots by the feisty female back-up 
singers. Few bands fill stadiums as 
consistently as the Dave Matthews 


| Band do, and even fewer do it with 


such an adventurous spirit. 
— Sean Richardson 


***1/2 Joe Morris, AGE OF 
EVERYTHING (Riti). It's easiest to 
describe Joe Morris in terms of 
what he’s not, since he doesn't fit 
into any school of playing or even 
tradition except that of the rugged- 
ly individualistic American jazz 
avant-garde. He’s an electric-guitar 
player who avoids distortion and 
effects in favor of a clean sound 
that nonetheless resonates with 
the electric bite of plectrum into 
string. The four long trio improvisa- 
tions on this sanely proportioned 
CD (53 minutes) begin with 
Straightforward, attractive blues- 
like melodies before taking off into 
free ensemble rhythms that allow 
Morris to accelerate and deceler- 
ate at will. He has his own vocabu- 
lary of patterns, jagged clusters 
that supplant the scales and 
arpeggios favored by most jazz 
soloists. And sometimes his veloci- 
ty and articulation are dumfound- 
ing — was ever a speed-demon 
soloist with a taste for the broad 
gestures of free rhythm more at- 
tentive to the shape and placement 
of each note? 

Bassist Timo Shanko is right 
there with a classic sound both 
dexterous and shapely, accommo- 
dating the varying flow of Morris's 
lines with rapid running figures or 
dark, downshifting strums a la 
Jimmy Garrison. Drummer Luther 
Gray never overpowers the music, 
and his cymbal work is especially 
adept, the rattle and ping of his top 
cymbal mimicking Morris note for 
note (and captured beautifully by 
engineer Frank Clifford). Ap- 
proached cold, Morris could be 
called an “abstract” player, but 
once you've adjusted your ear to 
his language, you can hear the 
conversational intimacies of his 
phrasing, the bright explosion of 
notes that drops in an instant to a 
low-register, guttural aside or a 
rhapsody of the African-kora-like 
droning that first inspired his singu- 
lar voice. 


— Jon Garelick | 
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Old 97’s, PJ Harvey, Jeb Loy 
Nichols, Zero 7, Cracker, Suzanne 
Yega, Bob Schneider, Fisher, 

“John Hiatt, Sarah Harmer, 


Richard Ashcroft, Kay Hanley 
and The Proclaimers. 
























Proceeds from the sale of this CD will go 
to benefit The Greater Boston Food Bank 
and The Boston Institute for Arts Therapy. 
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On-sale now at Strawberries, Newbury Comics, 
HMV and Virgin Records Stores. 
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THURSDAY 

7:30 (2) Basic Black: A Conversa 
tion with Mel Miller. Bay State Banner 

publisher Miller talks about his new 

book, How To Get Rich When You 
Ain't Got Nothing. (Until 8 p.m.) 

8:00 (2) Frontline: Medicating Kids 

In the old days, nannies were knowr 

to hold their charges’ head n ga 
vens to lull them to sleep. And our 


ancestors fed kids all sorts of patent 





medicine elxWSs ¢ ntaining aicor 


and/or laudanum. So it's hardly news 


that children are easier to handle if 
theyre well doped up. Bul now we 
nave prescription psychoactive drugs 
being pusned on kids whom parents 
and teachers don't like. Ritalin was 
just the thin edge of the wedge 
Today we have so many tots and 
teens strung out on Prozac, Paxil, 
and Zoloft that it’s impossible to be 
lieve they all need it. A look at this cri 
sis and the adult stresses behind it 
(Until 9 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Frontline: Muslims. A look 
at Islam, its basic beliefs, and its cur 
rent resurgence. To be repeated 
tonight at 3:30 a.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 


FRIDAY 

8:00 (4) Home for the Holidays. 
That's as in finding homes for or- 
phans and such. Celebs gather to 
promote the idea and interview kids 
in need of permanent residence 
Faith Hill and Melissa Etheridge sing, 
as does Bible-thumping vocalist 
Steven Curtis Chapman. Martin 
Sheen, Ellen DeGeneres, and Sela 
Ward also help out. (Until 9 p.m.) 
8:00 (7) Providence. At last. The se 
ries finale. What outlandish mix of 
veterinary medicine and romance is 
in store? (Until 10 p.m.) 

8:00 (44) Coupling: “Dressed.” Jane 
turns up undressed at what she 
thinks was going to be a romantic 
dinner for two, and it isn't. Also 
Susan pretends to be Patrick's wife 
for an evening, and that provokes 
Steve to propose. (Until 8:30 p.m.) 
9:00 (2) Now with Bill Moyers. A 
person whose name we believe was 
Marty Ostrow left us a phone mes 
sage saying unreasonably nice 
things about this column and then 
praising the series from Bill Moyers 
as intelligent, sophisticated, in 
formed, and a lot of other things that 
television usually is not. The implica 
tion was that we should list it. So we 
did. Unfortunately, WGBH helps 
maintain this program's low profile by 
not telling anyone what it's going to 
be about. Bill has themes and 
guests, but we dont know what or 
who. But on the strength of that 
phone call, we bring Now to your at 
tention. It might be great. (Until 
10 p.m.) 


SATURDAY 

1:30 (4) Football. The Minnesota 
Vikings versus the Miami Dolphins 
4:00 (7) Ray Charles Tribute on Ice. 
The tasteless jokes here are so obvi 
ous. Make them yourselves. We pre 
sume Brian Boitano, Jamie Salé and 
David Pelletier, and many more stars 
will be skating to Brother Ray's 
music. (Until 6 p.m.) 

5:00 (4) Basketball. Indiana versus 
Kentucky. 

5:00 (25) Football. The San Francis- 
co 49ers versus the Arizona Cardi 
nals 

6:00 (2) Rocks with Wings. A story 
about a championship basketball 
team from a Navajo girls’ school in 
New Mexico, and about their African 
American coach. (Until 8 p.m.) 

8:00 (2) Glenn Miller’s Last Flight. 
On December 15, 1944, the world's 
most famous big-band leader went 
down in the English Channel during 
a flight to Paris, where he was to per- 
form for the troops. It seems he may 
have been the victim of friendly fire 
(Until 9 p.m.) 

8:00 (5) Saturday Night Fever 
(movie). John Travolta was young 
and slim and didn’t have a problem 
complexion when he wowed the na- 
tion with his fancy footwork in this 
1977 tale of a fresh-faced kid from 
Brooklyn who dances his way out of 
the old neighborhood — sort of — 
with Karen Lynn Gorney in tow. The 
usually annoying Bee Gees are in 
top form providing the definitely-not- 
black soundtrack, and despite its 
foray into self-parody, the movie's got 
spunk sort of a Rocky for light- 
weights. (Until 11 p.m.) 

8:00 (7) Fat Albert Christmas Spe- 
cial. Fat Albert discovers the TMOC 
(True Meaning of Christmas). (Until 
8:30 p.m.) 


8:30 (7) Freezerburn Holiday Spe- 
cial. Claymation works are usually 
more sophisticated than typical holi 
day cartoons, so this story about how 
Freezerburn and Anna and their pet 
penguin stop evildoers from ground 
ng Santa's reindeer might not be as 
thoroughly stupid as it sounds. (Unt 
9p.n 

9:00 (2) America in the ‘40s 


Charles Durning hosts this massage 


for the Greatest Generation, looking 
at everything from rationing to the 
Andrews Sisters. (Until midnight.) 


9:00 (7) Faith Hill: When the Lights 
Go Down. Faith cries, kisses, and 
breathes via selections fr 
CD and the Pear! Harbor soundtrack 


(Until 10 p.m.) 


SUNDAY 

1:00 (4) Football. The Buffalo Bills 
versus the Green Bay Packers 

1:00 (25) Football. The New York Gi 
ants versus the Indianapolis Colts 


om ner Cry 


BY CLIF GARBODEN 





4:00 (4) Football. The Denver Bron 
cos versus the Oakland Raiders 
4:00 (7) Kristi Yamaguchi’s Salute 
to Gold. Kristi hosts Alexei Yagudin 
and pair skaters Jamie Sale and 
David Pelletier and Elena Berezh 
naya and Anton Sikharulidze. (Until 
6 p.m.) 

5:00 (2) The Main Stream. Repeat 
ed from last week. Humorist/etc. Roy 
Blount Jr. travels down the Mississip 
pi River to meet the menagerie of 
Americans who flank its waters, and 
in the end he decides that it's the in 
Sulars and eccentrics that hold our 
nation together. (Until 7 p.m.) 

8:00 (44) Christmas in Connecti- 
cut (movie). A 1945 comedy cen 
tered on businesswoman Barbara 
Stanwyck's domestic incompetence 
during a holiday in the country with 
her boss and a war hero. Dennis 
Morgan and Sydney Greenstreet 
help out. (Until 9:45 p.m.) 

8:00 (5) Football. The Pats versus 
the New York Jets 

9:00 (2) Masterpiece Theatre: 
Wives and Daughters, part two. Molly 
and Cynthia become best buds, only 
to have Roger fall for Cynthia. And by 
the way, for several years, we've stu 
diously avoided plugging the oil 
multinational that funds this show, re 
fusing to include its name (ExxonMo 
bil) in the series title. Turns out we 
were right. The slippery fuel corp has 
withdrawn its support, presumably 
finding better use for the money in 
Washington's lobbies. To be repeated 
tonight at 1 and 4 a.m. on Channel 
44. (Until 10:30 p.m.) 

9:45 (44) That's Entertainment 3 
(movie). By 1994, the public’s ap- 
petite for clips from MGM musicals 
had waned, but not as much as the 
supply of good clips had. Hosted by 
June Allyson, Cyd Charisse, Lena 
Norne, Gene Kelly, and more. (Until 
11:30 p.m.) 


MONDAY 

9:00 (2) Ken Burns's American 
Stories: The Shakers: Hands to 
Work, Hearts to God. The world's 
nine surviving Shakers add their per- 
spective to this documentary about 
America's inventive and industrious 
celibate cult. To be repeated tonight 
at 1 and 4 a.m. on Channel 44, and 
on Christmas Eve at 2:30 a.m. (Until 
10 p.m.) 

9:00 (5) Football. The Pittsburgh 
Steelers versus the Tampa Bay Buc 
caneers 

9:00 (44) indie Select: A Stranger in 
the Kingdom: Martin Sheen and 
Ernie Hudson star in a 1998 effort by 
Vermont filmmaker Jay Craven about 
a black minister who arrives in a 
small Green Mountain town in 1950, 
only to be welcomed with racism and 
false accusations. (Until 11 p.m.) 
10:00 (2) The Magic Never Ends: 
The Life and Work of C.S. Lewis. 
Ben Kingsley narrates this bio-doc 
about the Northern Irish—raised 
scholar (Oxford and Cambridge) 
whose religious conversion (atheist 
to Christian) begat The Chronicles of 
Narnia and other (adult) classics. To 





be repeated on Christmas Eve at 
3:30 a.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 


CHRISTMAS EVE 

7:30 (2) La Plaza: Caetano in Bahia 

A film by Juan Mandelbaum following 
nger-songwriter Caetar Velos¢ 

through Brazil. (Until 8 p.m.) 

8:00 (2) Great Performances: /h« 

Nut ICKE: irc T ine Roya Balle t So f 

Peter Wright's productio of the 


Tchaikovsky annual, from Covent 


Garder To be epeated tonight at 
3 an n Channel 44. (Until 10 p.m 
8:00 


(7) it's a Wonderful Life 
ovie). Can you stand it again 
Until 11 p.m.) 
8:00 (44) The Canterville Ghost. 
lan Richardson takes the title role in 
this adaptation of Oscar Wilde’s yarn 
about an American family who move 
into a haunted English mansion 
(Until 9:30 p.m.) 
9:30 (44) A Christmas Carol. Ross 
Kemp plays Scrooge in this modern 
day version of Dickens's holiday fa 
vorite. (Which of course ignores the 
obvious fact that most of the appeal 
of ACC lies in its period setting.) 
(Until 11 p.m.) 
10:00 (2) The Utah Symphony and 
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir: The 
Gift of Music. The Pops’ Keith Lock 
hart signs on with the Mormons to 
lead those two Salt Lake ensembles 
through a program of Christmas hits 
including the “Hallelujah” Chorus 
from Beethoven's Christ on the 
Mount of Olives. To be repeated 
tonight at 1 a.m. on Channel 44 
(Until 11:30 p.m.) 
11:35 (4) Christmas Eve Service. 
From the. Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of St. Luke's, in Chicago 
(Until 12:30 a.m.) 
11:35 (7) Christmas Eve at St. 
Peter's Basilica in Rome. No 
cracks about chaperoning the boys 
choir this year. (Until 1:05 a.m.) 


CHRISTMAS DAY 

9:00 a.m. (5) Christmas at Wash- 
ington Cathedral. Live from the na 
tion's capital. (Until 10 p.m.) 

4:00 (7) Charlotte Church on Ice. 
Or something. She sings while 
Olympic champs skate. (Until 6 p.m.) 
6:00 (5) Basketball. The Celts ver 
sus the New Jersey Nets 

8:00 (2) St. Olaf Christmas Festi- 
val. The 500-student ensemble of St 
Olaf College runs through an ambi 
tious selection of hymns, choral 
works, carols, and orchestral pieces 
To be repeated tonight at 1 a.m. or 
Channel! 44. (Until 9 p.m.) 

8:30 (5) Basketball. The Sacramen 
to Kings versus the Los Angeles Lak 
ers 

9:00 (2) Great Performances: The 
Merry Widow from the San Francisco 
Opera. Pulitzer-winning playwright 
Wendy Wasserstein added the dia 
logue to this English-language adap- 
tation of Franz Lehar's musical saga 
of happy widowhood. With Yvonne 
Kenny, Bo Skovhus, Angelika Kirch- 
schlager, and Gregory Turay. To be 
repeated on St. Stephen’s Day at 
12:30 a.m. (Until 11:30 p.m.) 

9:00 (44) Discovering the Real 
World of Harry Potter. We get an in- 
terview with Potter author J.K. Rowl- 
ing, plus a tour of the “real-life places 
people, and historical and religious 
practices” that allegedly served as 
her sources. To be repeated on St 
Stephen's Day at 3 a.m. on Channel 
2. (Until 9:50 p.m.) 

9:50 (44) J.R.R. Tolkien. While we're 
in the mood for hyping holiday movie 
releases on public television, we'll 
also mention this bio-doc of Frodo's 
creator, which features interviews 
with John Ronaid Reuel himself 
(Until 11 p.m.) 


ST. STEPHEN’S DAY 
7:30 (2) Basic Black: A Conversa- 
tion with Bill Russell. Forbearing to 
ask about the air quality up there, 
host Darren Duarte chats with the 
former Celtic, who helped change 
the racial complexion of NBA basket- 
ball. (Until 8 p.m.) 

8:00 (2) Ken Burns’s American 
Stories: Empire of the Air: The Men 
Who Made Radio. They went to a lot 
of trouble just to provide Rush Lim- 
baugh and Howard Stern with a piat- 
form, but it was worth it at the time 
Radio communication changed the 
shape and size of the world. Burns 
chronicles the medium’s early days 
(Until 10 p.m.) 

10:00 (2) Ken Burns's American 
Stories: Thomas Hart Benton. The 
American painter's turbulent career 
(Until 11:30 p.m.) 









@ BOSTON COMMON (617-423-5801 


About Schmidt 

Adaptation 

Gangs of New York 

The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 


Anaiyae Nl That 

Drumiine 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
The Hot Chick 

Maid in Manhattan 

Star Trek: Nemesis 

Treasure Planet 

Two Weeks Notice 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights (tentative 
Die Another Day (tentative 

8 Mile (tentative 

Empire (tentative) 

Friday After Next (tentative 

The Ring (tentative) 

Solaris (tentative) 

They (tentative 


@ COPLEY PLACE (617-266-1300), 100 Hunt 
naton Ave 


No shows before noon on Sur 

Evelyn: 11 a.m., 1:40, 4:25 q 

The Wild ae Movie: 10:30 a.n 
11:30 aur e 4:40, 6, 7:05, 8, 9:1 


Adam Sandier’s Eight Crazy Nights 
11:15 a.m., 2, 4:20 

Bowling for Columbine: noon, 3, 6:15, 9:2 

El crimen del padre Amaro/The Crime of Fa- 
ther Amaro: 12:45, 6:30 


The Emperor's Club: 10:35 am., 1:2 


Equilibrium 

Far from Heaven: 10:45 a.m., 1:15, 4:3 
9:4 

Frida: 12:15. 3:45, 6:4 


My es Fat Greek Wedding 12:10, 2:30, 5 
Personal Velocity: 3:40, 10 

Real Women Have Curves: 6:50, 9:25 
The Santa Clause 2: 11:40 a.m., 2:40, § 





@ FENWAY (617-424-6266), 201 Brookline Ave 
Adaptation: 1:30. 4:20, 7:25, 10:20 


Gangs of New York: 11:15 am., 2:45, 6:30 


The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
11.a.m.. noon. 3.4.7.8 11 

Two Weeks Notice 
10:30 

The Wild Thornberrys Movie: 12:15 
4:45, 7:05, 9:15 

Analyze That: 2:10, 5:10, 11 

Die Another Day: 12:30, 3:45, 7:35, 10:45 
Drumline: 1:35, 4:30, 7:15, 10 

Empire: 8:15, 10:50 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
14:30 a.m., 3:30, 7:10 
The Hot Chick: 3:30, 5:50 
Maid in Manhattan: 12 2:45 3:15, 5 
Sat., 11:15 

Star Trek: Nemesis: 1, 4:10. 7, 9:45 
Treasure Planet: 11 a.m., 1:15 


11:45 a.m., 2:20, 5, 7:56 


2:30 


8:10, 10:35 
5:45, 8:30; Fr 


@ MUSEUM OF SCIENCE, Omni Theatre (617 
723-2500), Science Park, Boston. Tickets $7.50 
$5.50 for ages 3-11 and seniors; Tues.-Wed. at 
7 p.m. or later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 and seniors 
Australia: Land Before Time: Fri.-Mon 
2; Fri.-Sun., Thurs., 5; Sat.-Sun 
Lewis & Clark: Great Journey West: Fri 


Thurs. 
11 


Thurs., 11 a.m 


Tues., Thurs., 10 a.m., 1; Fri.-Mon., 3; Fri-Sun 
Thurs., 6, 8 

Mysteries of Egypt: Fri-Tues., Thurs., noon 
Fri.-Mon., Thurs., 4; Fri.-Sun., Thurs., 7 


Shackleton’s Antarctic Adventure: Fri-Sat 
10 
Thrill Ride: Fri-Sun. 9 


@ NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM, Simons IMAX 
Theatre (617-973-5206), Central Wharf, Boston 
Tickets $8, $6 for ages 3-11 and seniors 

Cirque du Soleil’s Journey of Man: Mon.-Fri 
2:15, 5:30, 9:35; Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m 
Into the Deep: 10, 1:15, 4:30, 7:30 

Space Station: noon, 3:15, 8:30 

Star Wars Episode II: Attack of the Clones: 
Fri.-Sat., 5:30, 7:45, 10; Sun.-Tues., Wed., 6:30 
Sun.-Thurs., 8:45 


brookline 


@ CHESTNUT HILL (617-277-2500), Rte. 9 and 
Hammond St 

Two Weeks Notice: 12:20 
10:05 

Adam Sandier's Eight Crazy Nights: 4:30 
6:45, 9 

Analyze That: 12:10, 2:30, 5 


2:40, 5:10, 7:30 


7:20, 9:55 


Drumline: 12:05, 2:45, 5:15, 7:40, 10:10 





My Big Fat Greek Wedding 
The Santa Clause 2 
Treasure Planet 


@ CIRCLE CINEMA (617-566-404 

Please 1 t € 

The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
The Wild Thornberrys Movie 

The Hot Chick 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
Maid in Manhattan 

Star Trek Nemesis 


@ COOLIDGE CORNER (617-734-2500), 29¢ 


Harvard St 
Hable con ella/Talk to Her: Wed.-T 


230.5 i 


Ben Harper: Pleasure and Pain Fr 
Tues.-Thurs., 6, 8: Sun.. Wed.-Thurs., 4; Mor 
Bowling for Columbine: Fri.-Tue 7:30 


Fri.-M 


Far from Heaven 1 4 


Sat.-Sur 
Standing in the e Shadows of Motown 
ves va Fr Mor We 0 Tt WS 4 4 Sat 
oun., noon 


Tender Flesh: Fri.-Sat., midnight 
Cannibal Holocaust: Fri-Sat., midnight 
Take It from Me: Mon., 7:30 


cambridge 


@ BRATTLE (617-876-6837), 40 Brattle St 
Harvard Sq 

It's a Wonderful Life: Fri-Mon., Wed.-Thurs 
4:30. 7: Sat.-Sun.. Wed.. 2 


Gremlins: Fri.-Sun., 9:30 
Der Himmel Uber Berlin/Wings of Desire 


Pie 
Mor urs., 9:30 


@ FRESH POND MALL (617-661-2900), 168 
Alewife Brook Parkwa 


The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 


\ am noo 2 4 t 6 10 
Two Weeks Notice: 10:50 an 0, 4:4 
50, 10:10 


The Wild Thornberrys Movie 


23 


Analyze That: 1 


Die Another Day: 10:10 am., 1:10, 4:10, 6:5 
Drumline: 10:30 a.m., 1.30, 4:20, 7 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
10:50 a.m., 2:40, 7:10 


The Hot Chick: 4:30, 7:15, 9:40 

Maid in Manhattan: 10:45 am., 2:10, 4:4 
7:20, 10 

Star Trek: Nemesis: 10:40 am., 1:45, 4:50 
7:40, 10:30 

Treasure Planet: 10:20 a.r 


@ HARVARD SQUARE (617-864-458( 
Church St 

Adaptation: noon, 1, 3, 4, 6:15, 7:15, 9:20 
10:20 

The Emperor's Club: 1:15 
Frida: 12:30, 3:20, 6:30, 9:40 
Real Women Have Curves: 12:45 
Solaris: 4:20, 10 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show: Sat., mid- 
night 


3:40, 6:45, 9 


M@ KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA (617-494- 
9800), One Kendall Sq 

Evelyn: 2:25, 4:40, 7:10; Fri.-Mon., Wed 
9:25; Sat.-Sun., 11:35 a.r 

Gangs of New York: 1, 4:30; Fri.-Tues., 2, 5:30 
Fri.-Mon., Wed.-Thurs., 8:05; Fri.-Mon., 9 
Bowling for Columbine: 1:10 
Mon., Wed.-Thurs., 9:30 

Far from Heaven: 1:50, 4:15 
Wed.-Thurs., 9:35; Sat.-Sun 
11:15 a.m 

My Big Fat Greek Wedding: Fri.-Tues., 1:20 
Fri.-Mon., 9:10 

Personal Velocity: 1:30, 5; Fri-Sun. Tues 
7:30, Fri.-Mon., 9:45 

Punch-Drunk Love: Fri.-Tues., 4:10, 6:40 
Standing in the Shadows of Motown: Fri.- 
Tues., 1:40, 4:20, 7:05; Fri.-Mon., 9:50 

The Trials of Henry Kissinger: Fri.-Tues., 2:15 
4:50, 7:20; Fri.-Mon., 9:55; Sat.-Sun., 11:45 a.m 
Antwone Fisher: Wed.-Thurs., 11 a.m 
11:55 a.m., 1:40, 2:35, 4:20, 6:30, 7:05, 9:10 
9:50 

Hable con ella/Talk to Her: Wed.-Thurs 
11:05 a.m., 11:45 a.m., 1:30, 2:15, 4, 4:50, 6:40 
7:20, 9:15, 9:55 

Rabbit-Proof Fence: Wed.-Thurs 
2, 5, 7:30, 9:45 


suburbs 


® ARLINGTON, Capitol (781-648-4340), 204 
Mass. Ave 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights: Fri- 
Tues., 1:40, 3:35; Sat.-Tues., 11:35 a.m 

Ararat: Fri.-Tues., 4:45, 7:20; Fri-Mon., 9:40 
Comedian: Fri-Tues., 1:35, 3:40, 5.45, 7:50 
Fri.-Mon., 9:55; Sat.-Tues., 11:30 a.m 

8 Mile: Fri-Tues., 2:35, 5:05, 7:35; Fri 
10:05; Sat.-Tues., 12:05 

El crimen del padre Amaro/The Crime of Fa- 
ther Amaro: Fri.-Tues., 2:30, 5, 7:30; Fri-Mon 
10; Sat.-Tues., noon 


3:50, 6:50; Fri 


6:55; Fri-Mon 
Wed.-Thurs 


11:25 am 


Mon 




























The Santa Clause 2 


Spirited Away 


Tully: f 
@ ARLINGTON, Regent Theatre (781-64¢ 
4849). 7 Medford St 


Singin’ in the Rain: f 
rT Sat -¢ 


Ned O4 
We 4 





@ BEVERLY, Cabot Street Cinema (978-9 
% 286 Vabot St 

Red Dragon: Fri -Sat., 5:15, 8: Sat 

Spirited Away: Mon.-Tt 1 


@ BRAINTREE, AMC X (781-848 


hore Plaza 


Gangs of New York 


The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
Two Weeks Notice: 11:2 1:45, 4:3 


)-« 


The Wild Thornberrys Movie: 11 


30. 5:45. 8. 10 
Analyze That: 10:08 
Die Another Day: 11:10 a.m., 2, 5, 7:55, 10:45 
Drumline: 11:10 a.m., 1:55, 4:30, 7:15, 9:55 


Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
11:30 a.m., 3:15, 6:45 

The Hot Chick: 5:50, 8:10, 10:30 

Maid in Manhattan: 12:15, 3, 5:35, 8:05, 10:30 
Star Trek: Nemesis: 11:25 am., 2:30, 5:30 
8:15, 10:50 

Treasure Planet: 11 a.m., 1:15, 3:3 

@ BURLINGTON, AMC X (781-229-9200), Mid 
Hlesex Turnpike, off Rte. 1 
Gangs of New York: 11:30 a.m., 3:30, 7:46 
The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
oon, 4.8 


Two Weeks Notice 


EN 40-9 


28 Exit 328 


The Wild Thornberrys Movie: 11:15 a.m., 1:3C 

Analyze That: 10:1 

Die Another Day: 1 

Drumline: 1:1 ( 

—_ Potter and the ‘Chamber of Secrets 
45 

The Hot Chick: 5:50, 8:1C 

Maid in Manhattan: 1:10, 4:20, 7:2 

Star Trek: Nemesis: 1 

Treasure Planet: 11 a.m 


@ DANVERS. Liberty Tree Mali, Loews 
atres (978-750-9019), 100 Independer 
Gangs of New York: noon 
10:20; Fri.-Sat., 11:15 








3:40, 6:30, 7:30 


The Lord of the ange ™ Two Towers: 


9:30 a.m., 10 a. UN a am.. 1:30 


2:30, 5:30, 6:15, 6:45, 7:15, 9:30, 10:10, 10:40 





Fri.-Sat., 11:10 

Two Weeks Notice: 10:20 am., 11:20 an 
10, 2:05, 3:50, 4:50, 6:25, 7:25, 9:10, 10; Fri 

Sat., 11:40 

The Wild Thornberrys Movie: 10:10 am 

11:15 a.m., 12:30, 1:50, 2:50, 4:30, 5:40, 7:05 

9:20 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights: 1 

Analyze That: 11:50 am., 2:40, 5:15, 7:55 
10:30 

Die Another Day: 10:15 a.m., 12:20, 1:15, 3:2( 

4:25, 6:40, 7:40, 9:50, 10:55 

Drumline: 10:50 a.m., 1:45, 4:40, 7:45 

8 Mile: 7:50, 10:50 

Empire: 3:30, 9; Fri.-Sat., 11:20 





Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets: 


10:40 a.m., 2:10, 6:05, 9:45 

The Hot Chick: 3:10, 5:50, 8:20, 11 

Maid in Manhattan: 9:50 am. 11:10 am 
12:40, 1:40, 4:20, 6:10, 7, 9:4¢ 
might 

The Santa Clause 2: 11:35 a.m., 2 
Star Trek: Nemesis: 10:25 am., 1:20, 4:10 
7:10, 8, 9:55, 10:45 

Treasure Planet: 10:55 a.m., 1:35, 4 





@ DEDHAM, Community Theatre (781-326- 
1463), 580 High St 

Evelyn: Wed.-Thurs., 5, 7:15 
12:30, 2:45 


9:30; Thurs 


film listings 


0; Fri.-Sat., mid- 


Far from Heaven 
Frida: F 


@ DEDHAM 
Please all f f 
Gangs of New York 

The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
Two Weeks Notice 

The Wild Thornberrys Movie 

Analyze That 

Empire 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
The Hot Chick 

Maid in Manhattan 

The Santa Clause 2 

Star Trek: Nemesis 

Treasure Planet 


@ FRAMINGHAM, AMC XV (508-628-4401 
Flutie Pa ff Worcester Rd.. Rte 9 
Adaptation: 1 44 +4 

The Lord of the Rings The Two Sains 
1 a.m., noon, 1, 3,4 8.9. 10:45 

Two Weeks Notice: n 1:15, 2:30, 4:15 
5:30. 7:15, 8:15. 10. 10:4 


Die Another Day: 12°45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:48 
Empire: 7:30, 9:50 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
1:15an 3, 6:45, 10:15 

Maid | in Manhattan: 12:15, 1:40, 2:45, 4:10 
5:15 7:45, 9:30, 10:30 


The Santa Clause 2: noon, 2:30, § 
Star Trek: Nemesis: 11 a.m., 2, 4:45, 8, 10:45 


© aan l y Hall Cinema (781-749 
Gangs of New York 


46 


@ LEXINGTON, Flick (781-861-6161 
Mass. Ave 

Gangs of New York: 1:4 

Far from Heaven: 2. 4 1 


@ MAYNARD 


ease Cail f nedule a 


Catch Me If You Can 


The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers: 8 






st -Sun.. noon, 4: Mon 
Two Weeks Notice: Fri.-Mon., 7; Fri-Sat., 9:15 
Sat.-Sun., 12:15, 3:15; Mon., 2:15 

Star Trek: Nemesis: Fri.-Sun., 7:30; Sat.-Sun 


@ NATICK, Loews Theatres (7 
Rte. 9, opposite Shopper's World 
The Wild Thornberrys Movie: 12:30, 1:30 
2:30, 3:30, 4:30, 5:30, 6:30, 8:30 

Adam Sandler's 8 Crazy Nights: 7:30, 9:30 
Analyze That: 2:15, 4:45, 7:45, 10 

Drumline: 1, 3:45, 6:45, 9:15 

The Hot Chick: 1:15, 4, 7:15, 9:45 

My Big Fat Greek Wedding: 12:45, 3, 5, 7,9 


81-237-5840 


@ NEWBURYPORT, Screening Room (978- 
462-3456), 82 State St 

The Grey Zone: Fri.-Sat., 6:15, 8:45; Sat., 3:45 
Sun. 5; Sun.-Mon., 7:30 

Le bossu/On Guard!: Wed.-Thurs., 7:30 

@ NEWTON, West Newton 


Cinema (617-964- 





6060), 1296 Washington St 

P all to confirm bookings for Wednesday 
and Thurs 

Gangs of New York: Fri-Tues., 2, 5:10, 8:20 
Sat.-Sun., 10:45 a.m 


Evelyn: Fri-Tues., 1:30, 4:10, 6:50 
Sun., 11:15 a.m 

Ararat: Fri.-Tues., 1:25, 4, 6:40, 9:10; Sat.-Sur 
‘1am 


Comedian: Fri.-Tues., 1:55, 7:10 


EI crimen del padre Amaro/The Crime of Fa- 


ther Amaro: Fri.-Tues., 1:50, 6:55 
Roger Dodger: Fri.-Tues., 4, 9:10 
Standing in the Shadows of Motown: Fr 


Tues., 1:35, 4:20, 7:05, 9:15; Sat.-Sun 
11:20 a.m 
Tully: Fri.-Tues., 4:15, 9:15; Sat.-Sun 





MISSING MISTLETOE I: if Bruno Ganz were mortal, 
he wouldn't be standing around waiting to kiss Solveig 
Dommartin in Der Himmel iiber Berlin/Wings of Desire, 
the weekday late show at the Brattle. 








9:05; Sat.- 


| Mon., Wed 






wee es a 
MISSING MISTLETOE I: if Donna Reed wants Jimmy 


Stewart to do more than kiss her hand, 








she'd better find 


some quick in It’s a Wonderful Life, all week at the Brattle 


11:15an 
a 


Jonah: A VeggieTales Movie: Sat.-Sun 


Hable con ella/Talk to Her: Wed.-Tt 
Rabbit-Proof Fence: Wed -TI 


@ QUINCY, Quincy ema 


1585 Har 


The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
Two Weeks Notice 

The Wild Thornberrys Movie 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights 
Analyze That 

Die Another Day 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
The Hot Chick 

Maid in Manhattan 

Star Trek: Nemesis 

Treasure Planet 


™@ RANDOLPH, Showcase Cinema (781-9 
5600). Rte 
Please call for time 

Adaptation 

Gangs of New York 

The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
Two Weeks Notice 

The Wild Thornberrys Movie 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights 
Analyze That 

Die Another Day 

Empire 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
The Hot Chick 

Maid in Manhattan 

The Santa Clause 2 

Star Trek: Nemesis 

Treasure Planet 


@ REVERE, Show 
Rte. 1 and Squire Rd 
Please call for 
Gangs of New York 

The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
Two Weeks Notice 

The Wild Thornberrys Movie 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights 
Analyze That 

Die Another Day 

Empire 

Equilibrium 

Friday After Next 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
The Hot Chick 

Maid in Manhattan 

My Big Fat Greek Wedding 

The Santa Clause 2 

Solaris 

Star Trek: Nemesis 

Treasure Planet 


case Cinema (781-286-1660 


times 


@ SALEM, Museum Place Cinemas (978-744 


3700), Church St. at East India Sq 

Two Weeks Notice: Fri.-Tues., 1:30, 4; Fr 
Mon., Wed., 7, 9:15 

Analyze That: Fri.-Mon., Wed., 7:30, 9:40 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets: Fr 
Tues., 1, 4:15; Fri.-Mon., Wed., 7:40 

The Santa Clause 2: Fri-Tues., 12:45, 3; Fri 
5:15 


@ SOMERVILLE 
7000), 35 Middlesex Ave., Assembly Sq. Mall 


The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers: 


10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 12:30, 2:30, 3:30, 4:30 
6:30, 7:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Two Weeks Notice: 11:20 a.m., 1:50, 4:4€ 
9:50 

The Wild Thornberrys Movie: 11:40 a.m., 2:1 
4:20, 6:40, 9 

Analyze That: 10:40 

Die Another Day: 11:30 a.m 
Drumline: 12:20, 3:20, 6:20, 9:20 
Empire: 12:40, 3:10, 6:50, 9:40 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
noon, 3:30, 7 


740 104 


Loews Theatres (617-628- 


The Hot Chick: 5, 7:4( 
Maid in Manhattan: | 
Star Trek: Nemesis; 11:1 
Treasure Planet: 11 3 
@ SOMERVILLE THEATRE (61 
Cemedian 

Eri -M 
8 Mile: fF t 25, 4:4 15: Fri-M 
The Ring 
The Santa Clause 2 Fri.-Tues., 1:4 


canning 


@ WALTHAM 


Adaptation: F f 
ae dh for ‘Columbine 


Fer from Heaven: 4:10, 6:45 


Fri.-Mc Wed 
Thurs., 1:40, 9:15 
Frida: 3:50, 6:30; Fri-Mon., Wed.-Thurs. 
14 


Personal Velocity: 4:40; Fri-Mon., Wed.-Thurs 
1:50 

Real Women Have Curves: 4:30, 6:55 

Mon., Wed.-Thurs., 2, 9:08 


Theater 


@ WEYMOUTH, Cameo 


335-2777), Columbia Sq., South Weymouth 
Die Another Day: Fri.-Mon., Wed., 6:45, 9:25 
Sat.-Tues., 1, 3:45 


My Big Fat Greek Wedding: Fri-Mon., Wed 
7:30, 9:40 
The Santa Clause 2: Fri.-Mon 


Tues., 12:45, 3 


Wed., 5:15; Sat 


781-933-5138), Mair 


@ WOBURN, Showcase’ ( 
St., Middlesex Cane Park 

Please call fc , 

Gangs of New York 

The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
Two Weeks Notice 

The Wild Thornberrys Movie 

Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy Nights 
Analyze That 

Die Another Day 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets 
The Hot Chick 

Maid in Manhattan 

The Santa Clause 2 

Star Trek: Nemesis 

Treasure Planet 


film specials 


@ BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617-536 





$ S free 

hirley MacLaine: Red Curls and Weak Ar 
n Series”: Sweet Charity 
reens Mon., 6 





1969). dire 





ed by Bob Fosse, s¢ 


@ MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-369-3300 
465 Huntington Ave., Boston. Tickets $9, $8 for 
students and seniors unless otherwise noted 
Engagements”: Baran (2001 
Majid Majidi, screens Fri., 6; Sat, 2; Sun 
m.; T 3:45. Langrishe, Go Down 


ones, screens Fr 


directed by 











7:45 S — Legions 
si je mens ‘2You Shouldn't Worry! di 
rected by Thomas Gilou, screens Sun., 3:30 





Back by Popular Demand”: Queen of the 
Gypsies: A Portrait of Carmen Amaya (200 
directed by Joce 
10:30 a.m. My Father, the Genius (2001), di 
rected by Lucia Small, screens Sat., 12:15 
Thurs., 1:30 





yn Ajami, screens Sat 











’ tt 
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A 

ABOUT SCHMIDT (2002). Peter 
Keough’s review is on page 3 
(124m) Boston Common 

**ADAM SANDLER’S EIGHT 
CRAZY NIGHTS (2002). Hot off criti 
cal acclaim for his “serious” role in 
Punch-Drunk Love, Adam Sandler 
spins his raspy, bemusing Hanukkah 
song into a holiday fable of sorts. Un 
fortunately, the animated experiment 
steps out like Happy Gilmore audi 
tioning for an episode of Jackass 
Davey Stone is a 33-year-old bum 
Jewish trailer trash, if you will 
who's primed for jail after a litany of 
lewd drunken infractions. He's res- 
cued from incarceration by a Yoda- 


2 ARTS THE BO 


STON PHOENIX 


esque septuagenarian named 
Whitey on condition that he help ref- 
eree a youth basketball league. The 
snowy township of Dukesberry is an 
obvious nod to Sandler's New Hamp- 
shire upbringing, and the pivotal 
shopping mall is a haunting, water- 
colored clone of the Cambridgeside 
Galleria. The material, conceived by 
Sandler and directed by Seth Kears- 
ley, falters early, but as Davey nears 
his epiphany it does blossom into the 
heartwarming realm of Dickens and 
Capra. And Sandler seizes on the ar- 
chetypes for some uproarious musi- 
cal numbers: not only does the for- 
mer SNL standout write and sing, he 
also voices the three main charac- 
ters; Davey, Whitey, and Whitey’s fra- 


ternal sister, Eleanor, who's “Audrey 
Hepburn, if she was four feet tall and 
300 pounds.” (71m) Boston Common 


(tentative), Chestnut Hill, Arlington 
Capitol, suburbs 
ADAPTATION (2002). Peter 


Keough's review is on page 5 
(114m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Harvard Square, suburbs 

* * 1/2 ANALYZE THAT (2002). First 
he gave us Caddyshack Ii, then 
Ghostbusters Il, and now, bringing 
back America’s second-favorite 
Mafia don in therapy, Analyze That 

is there something in Harold Ramis's 


| childhood that would explain this un- 


necessary addiction to sequels? 
Jailed Mafia boss Paul Vitti (Robert 
De Niro) is faking insanity (he won't 


film strips 














stop singing West Side Story tunes) 
so he's released early and, as only 
movie logic could dictate, given into 
the care of his old shrink, Ben Sobol 
(Billy Crystal). The point here is not 
the material but the obvious enjoy- 
ment that Crystal, who's largely the 
straight man, and De Niro take in 
playing off each other. There's also 
the corny humor that made Analyze 
This such a hit with everyone's par- 
ents; the set-ups to old-fashioned 
gags have all the subtlety of a dead 
body getting thrown into a trunk. But 
Ramis, Crystal, and De Niro are 
pros, and you may be surprised how 
much you find yourself laughing. Lisa 
Kudrow returns as Crystal's wife, and 
Cathy Moriarty-Gentile, who played 
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‘A GREAT MOVIE! 


PART COMEDY, PRT TRAGEDY, PRT SATIRE, MOSTLY MASTERPECE” 


-Lisa Schwarzbaum, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
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Vigo ne. 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20TH! 


& FOR MoRE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS MOVIE 


America Online Keyword: About Schmidt 


“JACK NICHOLSON’S ACTING SETS A NEW GOLD STANDARD, 
MAKING ‘SCHMIDT’ A MOVIE YOU WON'T FORGET!” 


-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


“ABOUT SCHMIDT’ IS EXQUISITELY OBSERVED. IT IS AS SIMPLE 


AND MODEST AS IT IS PROFOUNDLY MOVING.” 
_ Stephen Holden, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“ALEXANDER PAYNE HAS THE 
UNCANNY ABILITY TO WED HILARITY, 


HUMILIATION AND HEARTBREAK.” 
-David Ansen, NEWSWEEK 


ECE eM SNA en ASN SOM WS UE A 
ss ANSTO LA RU ART" TS MS 
am FLAS MENEAME ms ma ue cx fil 


www.aboutschmidtmovie.com Moviefone.com 
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Sore Matertal May Be (nappropriate for Chikiven Uncter | 3 
EPIC BATTLE SEQUENCES AND SCARY IMAGES 


201 BROOKLINE AVE. 
617-424-6266 


SANDOLPE 
RANDOLPH 
RTE 139, EXIT 20A OFF RTE 24 
781-963-5600 
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America 


NVERS 


DAN TREE MALL 
800-555-TELL 


ASE CINEMAS 










RTE. Cl_& SQUIRE RD. 
-286-1660 } | 781-933-5330 


MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 


Oniine Keyword: Lord of the Rings www.lordoftherings.net www.LOTRshop.com Moviefone.com 


De Niro’s wife in Raging Bull, ap 
pears as a Mafia queen. (95m) 
Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Chestnut Hill, suburbs 
ANTWONE FISHER (2002). Chris 
Fujiwara’s review is on page 8 
(120m) Opens Wednesday at the 
Kendall Square and other theaters to 
be announced. 

* *ARARAT (2002). Atom Egoyan 
(The Sweet Hereafter, Exotica) turns 
to the genocide of 1.5 million Armeni 
ans at the hands of the Turks in 1915 
The Turkish government has never 
acknowledged the massacre, and 
that makes dealing with the after- 
math even harder for Egoyan's char- 
acters, people of Armenian heritage 
living and working almost a century 
later in present-day Toronto. Like the 
characters, Egoyan and much of his 
international cast (including Charles 
Aznavour, Eric Bogosian, and the di 
rector's wife, Arsinee Khanjian) are of 
Armenian descent, so the personal 
nature of the project offers yet anoth- 
er opportunity for mediation and dis 
tortion. Egoyan juggles several pilot 
Strands and characters. A Hollywood- 
slick movie (also called Araraf) about 
the slaughter is being shot. We see 
Armenian expatriate painter Arshile 
Gorky, who survived the horror 
Khanjian plays a Gorky scholar who's 
an adviser on the movie and who has 
an assistant-filmmaker son, Raffi 
(David Alpay), and a stepdaughter, 
Celia (Marie-Josée Croze), whose 
relationship with her stepmother is 
fraught with allegorical baggage. 
There are probably one or two more 
plot lines than even the thoughtful 
Egoyan can handle, but the larger 
problem is that tragedy is so im- 
mense, and the pall it casts so over- 


Superb 
Good 
Middling 


Bearable 
A turkey 





"THE SUPREME FILM ADVENTURE OF OUR TIME. 


A THRILLING WORK. VIVID WITH MELODRAMA, 
CONFLICTED LOVE AND POTENT NEW CHARACTERS. 





Now PLAYING At THESE SELECT THEATRES 


FRESH PO 


ND|ISOM 


FRESH POND PLAZA 
800-555-TELL 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS 


800-555-TELL 


BRAINTR 


RTE. 128 EXIT 35 & RTE. 38 
781-848-1070 





“TAKE A DEEP BREATH AND 
PLUNGE YOURSELF INTO 
THE DARK, FIERCE EPIC 
THAT IS PART TWO OF 
‘THE LORD OF THE RINGS’ 
PETER JACKSON 
AND HIS REMARKABLE 
TEM HAVE DONE 


TE AGAIN? 
DAVID ANSEN, NEWSWEEK 


RVILLE 


AT ASSEMBLY SQ. RTE. 93 





OFF FORBES RD., RTE. 37 & 128 





THis Movir 


whelming, that the struggles of the 
contemporary characters often seem 
trivial and petty. Like the characters, 
you're left feeling the presence of 
something profound and horrible but 
frustratingly out of reach. (115m) 
West Newton, Arlington Capitol 


B 

**1/2 BARAN (2001). In this trim, 
sentimental Iranian film by Majid Ma 
jidi (The Color of Paradise), a young 
construction worker discovers that 
the bungling colleague he can't stand 
is in fact an Afghan refugee. girl who 
has put on a boy's disguise in order 
to work in Tehran. The chaste man 
ner in which the film uncovers her 
fraud will strike Western viewers as 
quaint and charming, but no less so 
than the smitten hero's selfless ef 
forts on the girl's behalf, which take 
up most of the film. Majidi’s rectilinear 
compositional style is definite and 
pleasant, though not interesting 
Watching the hero peering at the 
heroine from around corners gets 
tiresome, and the use of slow motion 
in a chase sequence seems overcal- 
culated. But Maijidi’s usual visual re- 
straint pays off when the camera 
pulls back for a doll’s-house view of 
the construction site, or when your 
eye, drunk on drabness, finds relief in 
the few bright colors (like the green of 
the heroine's chador) that bloom in 
the second half of the film. These for- 
mal triumphs are appropriately dis- 
creet for a movie that treats both its 
social-problem theme and its love 
Story with such extreme reticence. In 
Farsi with English subtitles. (94m) Fri- 
day through Sunday and Thursday at 
the Museum of Fine Arts. 

**1/2 BEN HARPER: PLEASURE 
AND PAIN (2002). Singer-songwriter 
Ben Harper is as unclassifiable as 
that vague, all-purpose label would 
imply. Working as both a solo 
acoustic-guitar act and with his rock 
band the Innocent Criminals, he's en- 
compassed all manner of folk, rock, 
reggae, and funk. In fact, in :this 
Danny Clinch film, he defines himself 
by the desire to remain undefined. A 


RICHARD CORLISS, TIME MAGAZINE 
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video clips IN STORES NOW 


* * & 1/2 MINORITY REPORT (Fox). One of the 
few science-fiction writers who can be called v 
sionary, Philip K. Dick spun futuristic tales demc 
and identity 
an all be synthesized and manipulated 
else, indeed, is filmmaking?) and probably are 
Minority Report, which just might be 
berg’s best film, is based on a 1956 Dick story 
The year is 2054. and crime has been eliminated 
by a system whereby “precogs 
rack babies whose birth disorders 
them the ability to see the future 
crimes that are about to be committed and the 
pre-perpetrators” are ther 


touched by an 


strating how experience, memory 
(what 


Steven Spiel 


latter-day 


have giver 





envision 


hief Paul Anderton (Tom Cruise, his 
samantha 


arrested. But when Pre-Crime « 


grin looking reptilian) is alluring fetal-faced precog named Agatha (5 


Morton), fingering him as a future killer. Has he been set up? The plot, which never fails to en 
yage even when it becomes predictable (from the moment Max von Sydow hits the screen as 
Atherton's avuncular boss, Lamar Burgess), becomes secondary to the densely layered, multi 
ply allusive mise-en-scene, a cinematic, pop-cultural collage of image and quips that is sar 
jonic, dazzling, and hilarious. There's the inevitable Spielberg schmaltzy moment in this 
ase the otherwise uncanny Morton delivering a mawkish homily about family love from whict 
the film struggles to re r. Yet recover it does: Minority Report gives one hope for the future 


if onty of film. (140m 


#& & & HAPPY ACCIDENTS (MGM). The hero of this 


and more bonker 


Brad Anderson film, the Capra-esque San 
Gary Cooper), is a flaky Manhattan hos 

Ruby Weaver (Marisa Tomei in a dazz 
5 a time travele 


Deed (Vincent D'Onofrio, a beefier 


pice worker who has taken a shine to perky Zling perform 


sn't just your average moonstruck screwball: he believes he 


backtraveled” in 


ince). But San 


from the year 2470 who has der to unite with Ruby and break an invidiou 


ausal Chain that keeps them repeatedly, and forever, apart. How to do this? In theory, a surge 


of emotion — love, for can thwart the ironclad laws ontinuum 

slows it down, speeds it up, freezes it, flashes 
larity, but after a while 

> are we now? And Sam's 

Happy Accidents repre 

Next Stop Wonder 


all time travel 


choice of the space/time 


So can a filmmaker: Anderson reverses time 
back and forward. At first the overlapping scenes flow with wit and « 
things get glib and curdied forget about 2470, when and whe 


tortured explanations only add to the contrivance and confusion. Still 


sents an exponential advance over Anderson's previous effort in the genre 


land. The film's easy laughter darkens into the uneasy recognition that we are 


ers, with only the slender thread of love to quide us through the void. (120m 


& & & UNFAITHFUL (Fox). If only wife and mother Connie Sumner (Diane Lane) had heeded 


Adrian Lyne's Fatal Attraction, ste might have resisted the itch, in Lyne's new film, to wander 
from her bourgeois nest for a Big Apple shack-up with luscious young Frenchman Paul Martel 
(Olivier Martinez). Woe to Lyne's adulterers: after the volcanic sex, there's the eruption. But 
surely it's a long way from Glenn Close's nympho/psycho to Connie's doting husband, Ed 


Richard Gere or is it laude Chabrol's 1968 film La femme 
infidéle, Lyne steps with Chabrol into Hitchcock territory: do all of us have the capacity for ter 
rible deeds? In 
Ed and Connie always seem decent 


In basing his film closely on C 


Chabrol's masterpiece, the couple become human only after blood spills. Here 


‘ 


and it’s so hurtful when she loses her feelings for her 


husband (certainly her sexual desires) as a result of being consumed by her beau de jour 


Diane Lane i performance as the 
lost husband. For the most part 
gent Hollywood film. Only at the « 
(121m) 


$ sensual and all-around great 
Unfaithful holds | 
onclusion does 


iere gives his most poignant 
ip as that rarity 
it flounder, as Lyne tries out about 14 end 


its head u a disturbing, intelli 


ings 


* & THE CROCODILE HUNTER: COLLISION COURSE (MGM). Steve Irwin, the 
annoying human, gets his shot at the big screen in this version of Animal Planet's The Croco 
dile Hunter. Directed by John Stainton, the movie amounts to is an expanded redux of Steve's 
TV show with a smattering of harebrained plot involving a top-secret satellite transmitter 
(“that could alter the balance of power in the world") lodged in the intestine of a nasty old 
Croc. Alse in the mix: a pair of fish-out-of-water CIA agents gone Down Under to retrieve the 
device; an obese, cantankerous shotgun-wielding rancher; and a pack of maul-happy dogs 
Steve-O gets his pro-environment message across early, and though his derring-do with the 
lethal beasties (he often seems more a peevish agitator than a caring nurturer) is daunting, his 
jovial chatterbox shtick wears thin fast. About 15 years ago, another Aussie-gator romp got it 
right with its blend of wildlife preservation, Outback mysticism, and cheeky humor. If that's 
what you're Jooking for, leave Steve-O on the TV and rent Crocodile Dundee. (90m) 


world's most 


* 1/2 THE COUNTRY BEARS (Disney). Having apparently run out of books and TV shows to 
adapt into films, the Disney folks turned to their theme park and came up with this effort 
based on the Disney World attraction the Country Bears Jamboree. Director Peter Hastings 
creates a world where talking (animatronic) bears and humans peacefully coexist. Beary Bar 
rington has been adopted by a human family, but after his older brother drops a series of not 
s0-subtie hints that Beary is adopted, he strikes out on his own to “find his higher purpose 
Unfortunately, that purpose turns out to be reuniting the Country Bears, an Eagies-esque band 
(Don Henley even has a cameo) who broke up in the 1980s. They're needed to play a charity 
gig to save Country Bear Hail, which is on the verge of being torn down by a ruthless banker 
(Christopher Walken, apparently doing some charity work of his own). If this sounds a lot like 
The Blues Brothers, and even more like Blues Brothers 2000, it feels like it too. Lacking origi- 
nality the way only a movie based on a theme-park attraction could, The Country Bears isn't 
particularly entertaining, but if you close your eyes three-quarters of the way into the film 
you'll hear the bear alter egos of Bonnie Raitt and Don Henley sing a duet that doesn't sound 
half bad. (87m) 


former still-photographer making his 
directorial debut, Clinch comple 
ments Harpers eclectic style, and 
hectic life on the road, with fast- 
paced editing and camera work. At 
first, that style mimics road life a little 
too closely, with cinematography 
that’s interesting, unsettling, and 
verging on nauseating. But the film 
eventually settles into a mix of con 
cert footage and interviews that put 
Harper's life and career in perspec 
tive. Conversations between the sub 
ject and his family reveal a seeming 
genetic predisposition to music 
grandparents owned a musical-in 
strument shop). Some of the more 
entertaining moments show Harper 
sparring with journalists a la Don't 
Look Back. Although he has six al 
bums on major label Virgin, his radio 
unfriendly success is shown to owe 
exclusively to word of mouth. And 
whether or not you're a Harper fan 
his success story in the midst of the 
music business's current disarray is 
heartening. (92m) Coolidge Corner 
video screening room 

* *x*xBOWLING FOR COLUMBINE 
(2002). This documentary from 
Michael Moore (Roger and Me, The 
Big One) is most persuasive when it 
seeks out the truth rather than im 
posing an agenda. That despite the 
questions it asks, which are loaded 
and posed disingenuously. Why did 
two teenagers shoot 13 people to 
death at Columbine High School on 
April 20, 1999? Why do Americans 
kill each other more often than any 
one else in the world? Moore goes 
beyond the easy accessibility of guns 
(a state of affairs he demonstrates by 
opening an account at a Michigan 
bank and walking out with the rifle 
promised to every new customer), 
using America’s insane infatuation 
with firearms as a jumping-off point 
for other musings and discoveries 
His trademark ambushes, in which 
he tries to corner corporate villains or 
other culpable fat cats and get them 
to acknowledge their guilt, here 
backfire: K-Mart, at one of whose 
local outlets the Columbine killers 
loaded up on bullets, promise to stop 
selling ammunition in their stores, 
and though NRA honcho and 
Alzheimer's sufferer Chariton Heston 
mutters responses that are racist, re 
actionary, and nuts, he comes out of 
the exchange with more dignity than 


(his 


| his fulsome accuser. All commentary 


stills, however, when Bowling for 
Columbine shows the security moni- 
tor tapes of the atrocity itself, the 
silent work of these demons of the 
American soul. To his credit, Moore 
doesn't pretend to solve the mystery 
of those images. And thanks to this 
movie, no one can pretend to ignore 
them. (120m) Copley Place, Kendall 
Square, Coolidge Corner (Friday 
through Tuesday) 


Cc 

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN (2002). 
Gary Susman's review is on page 4. 
(140m) Opens Wednesday at the- 
aters to be announced. 

* *x COMEDIAN (2002). A couple of 
years ago, his hit show behind him, 
Jerry Seinfeld committed the comedi- 
an's equivalent of career suicide: he 
retired his entire act. Comedian is the 
story of a scrappy multi-millionaire 
hitting small New York City comedy 
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MISSING MISTLETOE Ill: 


Pierce Brosnan has his daughter back, he can kiss her any- 


time in Evelyn 


clubs to develop all-new material 
The film is interesting as far it goes 
we see Seinfeld discussing his bold 
move with vets like Bill Cosby, Garry 
Shiandling, and Jay Leno, and we 
hear the Master of His Domain swear 
off stage, of course. But what's the 
deal? There's very little actual per 
formance footage, and though 
filming this may have been impossi 
ble — we get little insight into the way 
Seinfeld develops bits. By far the fun 
niest moments involve young comic 
Orny Adams — and not because his 
act is any good. The brash Adams 
who's from the Boston area, serves 
as something of a foil to Seinfeld, and 
every time he opens his mouth, it's a 
train wreck. Observing the insecuri 
ties of both Adams and Seinfeld is, if 
not particularly edifying, never dull 
But in the end, this is a film about 
practically nothing. (105m) West 
Newton, Somerville Theatre, Arling- 
ton Capitol, suburbs 
*x*x*xEL CRIMEN DEL PADRE 
AMARO/THE CRIME OF FATHER 
AMARO (1999). Anyone looking for a 
screen exposé of the Catholic 
Church to underscore the current 
sexual-abuse scandal will be disap- 
pointed by this film from veteran di- 
rector Carlos Carrera, but those 
seeking an absorbing (if melodramat- 
ic) and beautifully shot story that 
nonetheless indicts the Church for its 
ambition and hypocrisy will be re- 
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soap-opera conventions when it de 
picts the romance between Father 
Amaro and Amelia (Ana Claudia Ta 
lancon), the ravishing teen who a 
teaches kids at the church their 
tempestuous courtship seems more 
plot- than character-driven. But Car 
rera makes the compelling case that 
these men of the cloth are part of an 
old and corrupt institution that re 
wards ambition, despite what it does 
to the soul. In Spanish with English 
subtitles. (120m) Copley Place, West 
Newton, Arlington Capitol 


D 

** 1/2 DIE ANOTHER DAY (2002). 
North Korea may have nukes, but 
what we really need to worry about is 
that satellite-mounted 
solar-powered giant laser. This de 
vice Icarus,” is the Mac¢ 
in Die Another Day, which marks the 
40th anniversary of the indestruc 
James Bond franchise. The plot 
which pits Bond against vengeful K« 

rean officer Zao (Rick Yune) and a 
flashy British diamond mogul named 









































































country's 


called suffir 


tibie 


no matter, now that dad 


Gustav Graves (a too-boyish Toby 
Stephens), is the usual logic-defying 
silliness. Still, the movie delivers 


most of what Bondphiles crave: spec 
tacular stunts, coo! gadgets, and hot 
babes. (Not enough of the signature 
John Barry & Monty Norman music, 
though.) In other words, 
blance to an issue of Maxim maga 
or to XXX, but with more hair 
ural parish is probably intentional. Director 
Lee Tamahori, who made his mark 
as a director of substance with Once 
Were Warriors, is now completely 
substance-free. Maybe his flashy 
style is apt for what amounts to the 
world’s most expensive commercial 
both for the numerous prominently 
placed products and for the franchise 
itself, which is the subject of several 
blatant commemorative nods to past 
007 movies. Tamahori does offer 
Continued on page 32 


warded. The movie 
office records in Mexico previously 
set by Y tu mama también, which 
also starred Gael Garcia Bernal. This 
time around Bernal is much less ani 
mated and sexy as a buttoned-down 
priest who arrives inar 
He doesn't seem too fazed when his 
boss, Father Benito (Sancho Gracia), 
cavorts with drug lords in order to 
finance a hospital. Neither is he 
above putting the squeeze, at the be 
hest of the diocese bishop, on the 
local newspaper editor who publish 
es a damning story about the corrupt 
priest. The film does its best work in 
conveying the everyday political and 
social power the Church wields in 
Mexico's provinces. It falls into a few 


S breaking Dox 
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Continued from page 31 
some of the series’s most striking v 
suals: an invisible car, a palace of ics 


a bikini-clad Halle Berry emerging 
from the surf a la Ursula Andress ir 
Doctor No 40 years ag In fact 
Berry may be the film's best spec 
effect. Whereas the role of Bond 
fits Pierce Brosnan as snugly and 
miortably as af d tuxedo, her 
y te 1 f fata t } € 
’ eede f the 
ict. News that he aht be 
’ e f ff 
d kick atotl Da 
yet he ense to ti Or 
Boston ( n tentative), Fenway 
Fresh Pt suburbs 
**1/2 DRUMLINE (2002) Charl 
Stone, the direct f the gritty crime 
drama Paid in Full, here delivers a 
lormulaic yarn about a gifted hero 
who must overcome his Achilles’ hee! 
n order to fulfill his dreams and wir 
the woman of them. Inner-city snare 


1 (Nick Cannon) lands 
a scholarship to play in the marching 
band at Atlanta A&T (an obvious, if 
not flattering, reference to the black 
colleges of the South). Making the 
squad, however, turns out to be a 
process more grueling than fraternity 
hazing or football tryouts. Needless 
to say, Devon is an instant all-star 
though his showboating and his in 
ability to read music threaten to derail 
him. Playing against his comic type 
Orlando Jones gives a double-take 
worthy performance as the stoic pro 
fessor helming the band. And Can 
non charms, though he owes his ef 
fectiveness to the talented (and 
largely unknown) players he bounces 
off, including Leonard Roberts as his 
percussion rival, Zoe Saldana as the 


drummer Devor 


love interest, and Jones. The plot 
may have too many pitfalls and re 
prieves, but like 8 Mile it does save 


the best for last: the 
tween rival bands that's 
the 


big battle be 
settled by a 


shootout between drum lines 





The of traditional and 
hip-hop, is overwhelm 
1g, and the in-your-face choreogra 

Ss nothing short of elec trifying 
Boston Cx 


md, Chestnut Hill 


E 
**x*x8 MILE (2002). Thi: ssical 


music, a twill 


emotionally 





mmon, Fenw ay 


Fresh Pi 


suburt 


from Curtis Hanson (L.A ntider 
tial the genre reduced to its gritty 

¢ é elt-expre jistilled t 
sneer rnyinm, rryme, and rage while 

ethele demonstrating the 
er f grace and imagination t 
tra end grinding everyday reality 
That reality doesn’t get muct 
heerier than the opening rap battle 

an abandoned Detroit churct 
where Jimmy Smith Jr. (Eminem), the 


niy white face in a maelstrom of 


black hostility, counters the abusive 
rant of his rival Papa Doc (Anthony 
Mackie) with dead silence. Eminem 
nvests his vaguely autobiographical 
film debut with the sullen menace of 
an underage Steve Mc Queen, and 
the rap performances throb witt 
menace, wil, and energy The story 
however, hits familiar marks, with 
Jimmy out to escape life with his 
heavy-drinking white-trash mom (Kim 


Basinger) and her lumpen live-in 
boyfriend (Michael Shannon) some 
where along the border between 
white and black Detroit defined by 8 
Mile, the road around the city’s 
perimeter. The neighborhood guru 
(Mekhi Phifer) urages Jimmy 
and sees in him the potential for 
greatness. But Jimmy's perfunctory 
romance with a neighborhood bimbo 
(Brittany Murphy) ends on a racial 


encc 


and misogynistic sour note. And 
when he and Papa Doc face off 
again, you realize that if he wins, it'll 
be just one more case where a white 
guy co-opts black culture. (118m) 
Boston Common (tentative) 
Somerville Theatre, Arlington Cap 


tol, suburbs 
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**1/2 THE EMPEROR’S CLUB 
(2002). Having collaborated on A 
Midsummer Night's Dream back in 


1999, director Michael Hoffman and 
actor Kevin Kline reunite for this 
chmaltz (based on Ethan Canin’s 
hort story “The Palace Thief”) about 


a dutiful educator confronted with ar 
bstinate youtt 


of Dead Poets So 


is remimscent 
with Kline 
ert, the compassior 

ne but perfectionist structor of 
Zatior at an aill-Doys 
scnoc f 197: His cnalienge 
edgewick Bell (Emile Hirsch), is a 
troublemaking thorn in the side of the 
stration. Sedgewick also gets 
yades, but he's or 
because his father 


senator. In a 


Its arc 
ety 


admir 
[ S-poor a iong 
jisciplinary 
iS a power-thumping 
Rocky-like ploy, Hundert uses the big 
Julius Caesar contest, a classical 
studies form of Jeopardy with toga 
clad contestants, to connect with the 
peevish adolescent and help him 
turn the corner. There’s an effective, if 
ontrived, device whereby the film 
forward 
veal how several small misjudgments 
have had a drastic impact on the fu 
ture. But the ruling power behind The 
Emperor's Club is Kline brings 
conviction and vitality to what would 
otherwise be stereotype. (120m) 
Copley Place, Harvard Square, sub 
urbs 
**xEMPIRE (2002). The gangster 
genre has slipped far from its Godfa- 
ther glory, its violence having been 
domesticated by a cable-TV series 
and its venality exceeded by the cor 
porate cutthroats on Wall Street. So 
while former Don Corleone Robert 
De Niro imitates James Gandolfini in 
Analyze That, the South Bronx drug 
dealer played by John Leguizamo in 


leasn 


jumps some 25 years to re 


whc 


Empire seeks new life in the world of 
Enron. As Leguizamo points out in 
h relentless cliche-addied 


voiceover narration, his Victor Rosa 
sman like any other, pro 
a product (crack cocaine) for 
and competing with other 
businessmen for markets. His ration 


; a busines 
viding 


consumers ; 









MISSING MISTLETOE IV: Viggo Mortensen wonders siete I Elven Liv Tyler knows 


about the tradition in The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers. 


rises above stereotypes that 
Public Enemy introduced and Brian 
De Palma's operatic Scarface over 
dosed on. First-time director Franc 
Reyes, himself a native of the "hood 
actually shows more wit and insight 
in depicting well-heeled Manhattan 
than he does in portraying the barrio 
uptown; unlike his hero, he’s more 
comfortable in the boutique than in 
the bodega. (90m) Boston Common 
(tentative), Fenway, suburbs 

*1/2 EQUILIBRIUM (2002). In 
writer/director Kurt Wimmer's not so 
distant Orwellian futurescape, emo- 
tions have been outlawed. It’s a love- 
less universe where violators are 
outed by their spouses and children 
and taken away for “processing” and 
public eradication. John Preston 
(Christian Bale, from American Psy 
cho), the most prolific enforcer of the 
fascist government, uses a giant 
ninja nightstick and semi-automatic 
hand cannons to hunt down and ex 
terminate rebels of the free-emoting 
underground. He's lost his own wife 
to “processing,” but after a sequence 
of stirring encounters, he halts his 
intervals” (doses of the mind-altering 


never 


alizing is confirmed when he meets | drug that hinders emotion) and be 
Jack (Peter Sarsgaard, whose sit g feel. This set-up is reminiscent 
ant yupy arme the best thing f Logan's Run, wit becoming 
e filr 4 nvestment banke an insider on the outside and running 
A assures Victor that he's a t f d former partner (Taye 
any of tele ar iggest Diggs) it the gle-note plot list 
he get on board the stock-market | early. Wimmer tries to maintain a 
bubble. Subsequent event: his | pulse by digressing into hoky bouts 
jirlfriend gets pregnant, a al thug f Matrix-styled combat. It's a sense 
f I with hole and one of his ess move, because Bale himself is 
en an a tal s 2 | far more alluring to watch as 
hild { ade Victor to take us ewly feeling terminator tries to feigr 
ack’s tip and “diversify.” But despite staid emotioniessness. He and Emily 
the hit p casting (Fat Joe, Treact Watson, as a fiery renegade keen or 
ana the sitr soundtrack, Empire tailgia, provide the only spark 
je “il 
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this otherwise soulless adventure 
(107m) Copley Place, suburbs 
EVELYN (2002). Chris Fujiwara’s re 
view is on page 8. (94m) Copley 
Place, Kendall Square, West Newton 
suburbs 


F 
**x*xFAR FROM HEAVEN (2002). 
Writer/director Todd Haynes (Poison, 
Safe, Velvet Goldmine) pays homage 
to the Hollywood melodrama of the 
50s with this big-budget pastiche in 
which homosexuality and interracial 
love are the overt themes. His film is 
set in 1957 Hartford, where TV man- 
ufacturer Frank Whitaker (Dennis 
Quaid) and his devoted wife, Cathy 
(Julianne Moore), are a Sunday-sup- 
plement couple with a perfect house, 
two nice kids, and a black maid, Sybil 
(Viola Davis). But Frank is an alco 
holic with a penchant for furtive gay 
sex. Isolated and deprived of emo- 
tional support, Cathy becomes drawn 
to her black gardener, Raymond 
(Dennis Haysbert). Haynes studious- 
ly re-creates certain aspects of Dou 
glas Sirk’s style, but whereas in Sirk 
and Nicholas Ray, style, however ex- 
treme, always correlates with story 
and char the style of Far from 
Heaven is picuous com 
nent on itself Sirk’s All That 
e that this 
one esembies is John Waters’s 
Hairspray but whereas in Hair 
spray Waters exceeds expectations 
for musicals by addressing racial ir 
yn and body image, Haynes, in 
ng the melodrama as his form 
raises expectations that he doesn't 
fulfill: he actually does less than what 
melodramas can do, and did. (107m) 
Copley Place, Kendall 
Coolidge Corner, suburbs 
* * 1/2 FRIDA (2002). There was so 
much pain in the life of. artist Frida 
Kahlo ‘that Julie Taymor’s account 
doesn't even make time for the polio 
that crippled Kahlo at age six, in 
stead jumping straight to the bus ac- 
cident that wiped her out at age 18, 
leaving her impaled, naked, 


acter 
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After 
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tegratic 


cnoos 


Square 


hl 


drenched with blood, and dusted with 
gold sprinkles (a party favor carried 
by another passenger). The injuries 
never fully healed (she died in 1954, 
at age 47), and the image, like an 
icon of martyrdom, is one of many 
stunners in this visually lush homage 
Unfortunately, the film never gets 
much beyond the icon stage. Salma 
Hayek brings a flashy dignity and 
tasteful passion to the role, and her 
reverence for the self-mythologizing 
painter and feminist paragon will of- 
fend and enlighten no one. As for 
what Kahlo described as the other 
“big accident’ in her life, her marriage 
to Diego Rivera, Alfred Molina plays 
the 300-pound bacchic muralist with 
a mix of exuberance, frailty, rue, and 
fury that is the film’s real award-wor- 
thy performance. Edward Norton as 
Nelson Rockefeller and Geoffrey 
Rush as Leon Trotsky (taking a break 
from dictating his History of the 
Russian Revolution to play grab-ass 
with Frida) add an almost farcical 
note. But if Taymor fails to portray the 
artist or her times, she does touch on 
the mystery of artistic creation. Such 
mundane details as a peasant dress 
or toes peering out of bathwater burst 
into playful, profound collages of the 
imagination at work. The- beauty. of 
Taymor’s vision of how the paintings 
were inspired at times exceeds that 
of the paintings themselves. (119m) 
Copley Place; Harvard Square, sub- 
urbs 

* 1/2 FRIDAY AFTER NEXT (2002). 
In this, the third installment of the 
‘Friday” series, goofball stoners Craig 
(Ice Cube) and Day-Day (Mike Epps) 
‘take their black. asses back tothe 
ghetto.” Ice Cube, who created the 
series, seemed to heading for. new 
heights of scatological, humor with 
the sequel, Next Friday. Unfortunate 
ly, the current return to the "hood gets 
as stale as the reefer-filled air in the 
boys’ cribs. This Friday falls on the 
day before Christmas, when a ghetto 
Santa kicks Craig's ass with a Christ- 
mas tree and steals the rent money. 
The boys spend the entirety of the 
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film trying to scrape together the 
cash (from being security guards to 
pimping a house party), but that's 
secondary to the hyperbolic freaks 
that occupy the screen. There are the 
hump-happy senior citizens; there's 
the requisite buxom babe (a soft and 
sensual K.D. Aubert); there's a pint- 
sized Prince (Katt Williams) who 
takes on a ripped, bitch-ioving ex-con 
(Terry Crews) by applying a pair of 
pliers to the behemoth's testicles. No 
matter how deep the shit gets, Ice 
Cube always looks majestic seething 
away, even here. (75m) Boston Com 
mon (tentative), suburbs. 


G 

GANGS OF NEW YORK (2002). 
Peter Keough's review is on page 6 
(168m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Kendall Square, West Newton, sub- 
urbs. 

* * 1/2 GREMLINS (1984) Produced 
by Steven Spielberg and directed by 
Joe Dante, this horror comedy is 
about a pack of malignant house 
pets that look like Yoda's delinquent 
half-brothers. At first, as they invade 
the home of a bland American 
teenager (Zach Galligan), they seem 
to embody the instinct for mayhem 
hidden in even the most charming 
beings; but then, thanks to the 
dozens of ironic film references that 
Dante works in, the gremlins come to 
caricature an American youth besot- 
ted by mass culture. Dante orches- 


trates the details like a Stokowski of | 


the cutting table, but his jaunty, inven- 
tive movie would have been better if 
he weren't so blind to everything out- 
side the hermetic world of cinema. 
With Phoebe Cates and Hoyt Axton. 
(106m) Late show Friday through 
Sunday at the Brattle. 


H 

HABLE CON ELLA/TALK TO HER 
(2002). Gary Susman’s review is on 
page 3. In Spanish with English sub- 
titles. (112m) Opens Wednesday at 
the Kendall Square, the Coolidge 
Corner, the West Newton, and other 
theaters to be announced. 

**x*xHARRY POTTER AND THE 
CHAMBER OF SECRETS (2002). 
Despite its inventive use of an old 
diary as a vehicle for time travel, 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Se- 
crets, with such horror-movie stan- 
dards as giant spiders and a serpent 
in the plumbing, is the weakest of the 


Harry Potter novels so far. But direc- | 
tor Chris Columbus has made a | 


darker, quicker movie of it than he did 
of The Sorcerer's Stone, with particu- 
larly fine settings and atmosphere. 
The goings on at Hogwarts School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry include a 
murder-bent voice in the walls that 
only Harry can hear and a mysteri- 
ous set of attacks that leave several 






KOS ey 
og arama 





students and the nasty caretaker's 
cat petrified. Moreover, Harry must 
endure the fawning of foppish new 
Defense Against the Dark Arts 
teacher Gilderoy Lockhart (given 
goofy comic brio by a wavily coiffed 
Kenneth Branagh) and the ostracism 
of students who fear that, because 
he can talk to snakes, Harry may be 
the “heir” of rogue school founder 
Salazar Slytherin. Alan Rickman 
adds a brooding quizzicality to the 
spitefulness of oleaginous Potions 
professor Severus Snape; the late 
Richard Harris is pale and breathy 
but continues to exude sly, gentle 
wisdom as headmaster Albus Dumb- 
ledore; and Maggie Smith is back, in 
all her pursed authority and Scottish 
cadence, as prim deputy head- 
mistress Minerva McGonagall. A 
marvelously sinister addition to the 
extracurricular :opulace is icy Jason 
Isaacs as Lucius Malfoy, father of 
Harry’s arch-enemy Draco. As for the 
trio of child actors at the heart of the 
story, Daniel Radcliffe has gained grit 
and gravitas as Harry, and Emma 
Watson continues to exude precocity 
as the brainy Hermione. But mugging 
Rupert Grint, so personable as Ron 
in The Sorcerer's Stone, appears to 
have studied too long at the 


Macaulay Culkin School of Home | 


Alone acting, Chris Columbus, head- 
master. (162m) Boston Common, 
Fenway, Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs. 
***1/2 DER HIMMEL UBER 


BERLIN/WINGS OF DESIRE | 
| (1988). The protagonists in Wim 


Wenders’s fantasy are a pair of an- | 


gels, Damiel (Bruno Ganz) and 
Cassiel (Otto Sander), who drift 


around Berlin observing people, lis- | 


tening in on their private longings and 


wishing that they too could become | 
mortal. With the help of former angel! | 


Peter Falk, Damiel 
dream (wherein the film goes from 
black and white to color). His ro- 
mance with a beautiful trapeze artist 
(Solveig Dommartin) isn't exactly re- 


realizes this | 


alistic — her monologue at the bar of | 


a rock-and-roll club (music from Nick 
Cave and the Bad Seeds, Crime and 
the City Solution) sounds like bad 
Jean-Luc Godard. But the Berlin am- 
biance — Damiel atop the Gedacht- 
niskirche, Cassiel huddled next to the 
Siegessaule’s “Gold Elsie,” an old 
man perplexed by the destruction of 
Potsdamer Platz — emerges haunt- 
ingly from Wenders's metaphorical 
mist, and Falk gives the movie the 
kick it needs. In German, French, and 
English with English subtitles. (130m) 


Late show Monday, Wednesday, and | 


Thursday at the Brattle. 
**xTHE HOT CHICK (2002). The 
adorably bug-eyed Rob Schneider 
pops up in yet another SNL-alum- 
type comedy — that is, 


whose preposterous premise serves 


the kind | 


YOU DON’T NEED EXTRAORDINARY POWERS 
TO DO EXTRAORDINARY THINGS 





as a launching pad for a litany of 
sophomoric gesturing. These come- 
dies are usually directed by a relative 
unknown (in this case Tom Brady, 
and we're not talking the wunderkind 
QB), and tivey evaporate from the re 
cesses of your mind before you exit 
the theater. Here, at least, there is 
some heartfelt, albeit well-worn 
Wondertul Life \essoning about how 
you never appreciate what you have 
until you lose it. The title entity, vir 
ginal high-school senior Jessica 
Spencer (a sassy, appealing Rachel 
McAdams), is indeed “hot"; what's 
more, she's the captain of the cheer 
leading squad, and she's dating the 
football team’s quarterback. But fol 
lowing an encounter with a pair of 
magic earrings, she wakes up in the 
30-year-old body of Schneider's 
Clive. Jessica-as-Clive reunites with 
her family by posing as a sensitive 
gardener, and she tries to get close 
to her boyfriend by taking up duty as 
a janitor. Only her clique of cheer- 
leading gal pals know her secret 
and they all want a peek at her peck- 
er. The best part of the film comes 
when Jessica-as-Clive tries to reme 
dy her parents’ lack of sexual activity. 
It's not pretty, but it is Schneider's 
most fitting comedy in years. (101m) 
Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Circle, suburbs. 


I 

xxx xIT’'S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
(1946). Frank Capra's classic gets a 
little sentimental at the beginning 
(God talking from a spiral galaxy) 
and the end (ange! Clarence getting 
his wings). But the film also shows us 
Capra — and American moviemak- 
ing — at its best. Not many directors 
would let their hero — Jimmy Stew- 
art, yet — behave as abominably as 
It's a Wonderful Life does (Stewart's 
George Bailey to Donna Reed's 
Mary: “Why do we have to have all 
these kids?”). Capra is telling us that 
it can also be a pretty horrible life, 
and that the line between the two is 
razorblade thin — the absence of 
one good guy can bring out the worst 
in an entire town. Yet it's Stewart, all 
spontaneous good will and unblink- 
ing faith, who makes what could have 
been just another treacly postwar 
morale builder into a cinematic state- 
ment that, in its naive decency and 
optimism, is uniquely American 
(b&w/129m) Ail week at the Brattle. 


J 
*1/2 JONAH: A VEGGIETALES 
MOVIE (2002). If you've ever seen 
the well-aged TV show Davey and 
Goliath, then you know exactly what 
Jonah: A VeggieTales Movie is all 
about: it's a wholesome moral ani- 
mated and wrapped up in a context 
easily digested by children. That con- 
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text happens to be a family of per- 
sonified vegetables (Bob the Tomato, 
Larry the Cucumber, and crew) 
whose van breaks down, and when 
they run into the “Pirates who do 
nothing,” they get the tale of 
and the Whale” while they wait for a 
tow. Some might call this totalitarian 
theology; others might see it as day 


Jonah 


care Bible school. Whatever the 
case, the CGI animation is stylish 
and alluring, and the V-8 characters 
are comically distinctive some of 
their idiosyncrasies seem lifted righ 


out of South Park or a Monty Python 
skit. What's perplexing is how the Big 
Idea Production team (this being 
their first theatrical venture after strik 
ing gold in the video market) chose to 
render Jonah (Archibald Asparagus) 
he's a dithering ninny. The message 
of the film is compassion and mercy, 
but by the umpteenth musical num 
ber extolling saic virtues, you and 
any young ones will be screaming for 
some too. (90m) West Newton (Sat- 
urday and Sunday only), suburbs 


L 

LANGRISHE, GO DOWN (1978). 
Carolyn Clay's review is on page 8 
(105m) Friday through Sunday and 
Thursday at the Museum of Fine 
Arts 

THE LORD OF THE RINGS: THE 
TWO TOWERS (2002). Peter 
Keough’s review is on page 6. 
(162m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs 


M 

*MAID IN MANHATTAN (2002). As 
its title (a three-way pun, and the 
cleverest thing in the movie) sug- 
gests, Maid in Manhattan is a prod- 
uct. Take the main ingredient, the fab- 
ulously popular Jennifer Lopez, put 
her in a shoddy retread of the alreac’ 

shoddy Pretty Woman, aid add a 
cute little boy and a cute older boy 
and a few cynical stabs at social con- 
sciousness. It should be a big hit, es 

pecially with its moral that the poor 
and despised among us are just the 
same as the rich and celebrated 
After all, isn’t J. Lo a little of both? 
Here she's Marisa Ventura, a domes- 
tic at a swank Manhattan hotel where 
the staff are encouraged to be “invisi- 
ble.” Shades of Ralph Ellison? Hardly. 
Marisa has upwardly mobile ambi- 
tions, so it takes only a little arm 
twisting from a co-worker to get her 
to try on a set of fancy duds discard- 
ed by a haughty guest and so be 
mistaken for a guest herself by Sen- 
ate candidate Christopher Marshall 
(Ralph Fiennes). Director Wayne 
Wang, stung no doubt by the poor re- 
ception given his NC-17 fit of bold- 
ness The Center of the World, tries to 
freshen up this stinker through confu- 
sion and implausibility. It's never clear 
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who's in on Marisa's imposture or 
why — so all the revelations and con 
frontations come off like foggy 
ductions at a dull cocktail party. And 


intro 


a desperate attempt to fudge 
stereotype, Wang makes Marisa’s 
son, Ty (Tyler Garcia Posey), a fan of 


Richard Nixon and the liberal, won 
anizing Marshall a Republican. As f 
whether J. Lo can act, she look 


equally hot in a maid’s uniform and a 
$5000 Dolce & Gabbana suit and 
equally uncomfortable. (97m) Boston 
Common, Fenway, Fresh Pond. Cir 


cle, suburbs 

**1/2 MY BIG FAT GREEK WED- 
DING (2002). Toula (Nia Vardalos), a 
near-spinster repressed by her fam 

ly’s undergoes an 
ugly-duckling transformation and 
lands lan (a generic John Corbett 
from Sex in the City), the man of her 
dreams. The hitch is, he’s not Greek 
It all begins tediously, and the two 
lovebirds don't kindle many romantic 
sparks; instead, we get bawdy high 


traditionalism 


jinks from Toula’s family, a loud, bois 
terous lot oversold on the impor 
tance of lamb (lan’s a vegetariar 
and being Greek. The event of the 
tile is a mere sidecar it's the 
ouzo-soaked meet-and-greet with 
lan’s white-bread parents and 


Toula’s father (Michael Constantine) 
that provides the guffaw-garnering 
kicks. Written by Vardalos (of Second 
City notoriety) from her stage play 
and directed by Joel Zwick, Wedding 
hangs too much on the Greek 
Stereotype — it’s a one-note comedy 
that seems better 


suited to TV. 


ARTS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


Vardalos is 
but without the assembly 


amicable and sincere 
of muttor 

caricatures (including 
Joey Fatone from 'N Sync), this 


munching 





mantic-comedy would be 
pressed to fill a wedding 

(95m) Copley Place, Kendall S re 
(Friday through Tuesday), Chestnut 
Hill, suburbs 

**x*xMY FATHER, THE GENIUS 
(2001). Lucia Small’s 2002 New 
England Film and Video Festiva 
Best of Festival winner takes 
subject her father, Gler a Vi ary 
architect who could make a strong 
case for the distinctior f the title ex 
cept that as his first wife l ias 
mother — points out, he didn't hav 
much genius at personal relatior 
ships. Glen dumped Lucia, her mom 
and her two sisters when Lucia was 
just a kid, and she didn’t hear much * 
from him until years later, when he 


asked her to write his biography. Ir 
stead of a book, though, she agreed 


to make this film, a kind of real-life 


The Royal Tenenbaums in which dad 
comes off as insufferable but 
nonetheless charming and sympa 
thetic, an uncompromising idealist 


whose failure to “play the game” ex 
iled him to the margins. One of many 
ironies revealed in Small's blithe, bril 
liant, and intimate but detached doc 
umentary is that her father's insis 
tence on putting people first in his ar 
chitecture resulted in his excluding 
them from his life. (video/82m) Satur 
day and Thursday at the Museum of 
Fine Arts 

Continued on page 34 
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P 

**1/2 PERSONAL VELOCITY 

(2002). Rebecca Miller, daughter of 
Arthur Miller, writes beautifully 

e detail and pik 

er lector f 


ity. That's 


h-pertect tone 
stories Personal 
part of the probier 


adaptat 


sband. Complex 
witty pathos, this is 
the film's best episode, worth it if 
only for the shot of Posey skipping 
down the street in a new pair of 
Manolo Blahniks. Finally, pregnant 
punkette Paula (Fairuza Balk) has a 
spat with her boyfriend, so she takes 
KS up a hitchhiker 
by portents 
horrible twists of fate, and by a bar 
rage of disconnected associations 
that make her want to write it all 
jown. So why does she end up mak 
ing the most conventional choice of 
all three characters? In her filmmak 
ing as much as in her writing, Miller 
demonstrates a technical skill akin to 
glidness; too bad her creative veloci 
ty seems set on cruise control. (85m) 
Copley Place, Kendall Square (Fri- 
day through Tuesday), suburbs 
PINOCCHIO (2002). Roberto Benig 
ni wrote, directed and stars in this 
new version of Carlo Collodi's classic 
tale of the wooden boy who wants to 
be human. With Nicoletta Braschi as 
the Blue Fairy and Carlo Giuffré as 
Geppetto. The original language is 
of course, Italian, but we gather the 
American release will be dubbed 
rather than subtitled. (108m) Opens 
Wednesday at theaters to be an 
nounced 
**x*1/2 PUNCH-DRUNK LOVE 
(2002). Actor Adar (The 
Waterboy, Mr. Deeds) and director 
Paul Thomas An 
Nights, Magnolia) 
barbed Dut sweet-natured bagatelle 
of whimsy and wounded innocence 
1d the result is the best film yet 
from either. The proprietor of a novel 
ty bathroom-supply company, San 
dier's Barry Egan has seven hector- 
ing sisters, and the noodgiest of 


bread fu 
with unexpected 


white 


to the road and pi 


She's driver by sudden 


Sandler 


derson (Boogie 


meet up in a 


Elizabeth (Mary Lynn Rajskub 
of this film's scene 


fix Narr 


them 
just one Stealers) 
tries to Jp with Ler 
Emily Watson), wt time will t 

me a kind f Alice in Barry 
tawcry wonderland. initially 
er, Barry resists Elizabeth's 
forts to match him up with Lena at a 


a Leonard 


nowev 


crass ef 


Kafka-esque family gathering where 
even sis ng v J n aw 
rage and 


athet 


* * xQUEEN OF THE GYPSIES: A 
PORTRAIT OF CARMEN AMAYA 
(2002). Carmen Amaya, the dancer 
considered the f 


some epitome 


aypsy flamen was born poor into 
a family 
By the 
1963 she'd had a theater 
after her in Buenos Aires 
tain in Barcelona. She 
in Spain and ywood, and she 
toured with in nse 
the agis of impresario Sol Hurok 
She danced at the White Hot 

President Roosevelt, and when she 
performed at Carnegie Hall, the au 
and mink 


f dancer: nd musicia 
time she died at age 50 
named 
and a foun 
made movies 


iccess under 


r 
ise for 


dience threw flowers Joce 
lyn Ajami's fascinating documentary 
traces her < through archival 
footage and interviews with famil 
associates, and disciples. The film 
also quietly exposes a life enmeshed 
in contending cultural and political 
ideologies. Carmen Amaya not only 
learned all the flamenco forms, in 
cluding those traditionally assigned 
to men, she performed them like a 
man, with tremendous power and 
virtuosity, even abandon. She not 
only wore pants as a costume, she 
played the role of breadwinner in he 
large Gitano performing family. The 
swallow her pr 
but they could st 


areer 


patriarchs had tk ofes 


sional dominance 
ontrol her love life, which the 
parently did until she made an 
wise late marriage In the phenome 
nal dancing excerpts from Amaya's 
you see the transgressor she 
couldn't be off stage. Newspapers 
called her the Human Vesuvius, and 
Hurok claimed that by the end of 
every performance the combs had 
flown out of her hair. Her artistry, her 


films 


passior even her fury, be 


ame a 


maybe 
mode! for contemporary 
deo/80 mir 


Museum of Fine 


flamen dancers 
ites) Sunday at the 


Art 


R 
RABBIT-PROOF FENCE (2002). 
Peg Aloi’s review is on page 8 
94m) Opens Wednesday at the 
Kendall Square, the West Newton 

/ other theaters to be announced 
«1/2 REAL WOMEN HAVE 
CURVES (2002). Patricia Cardos« 
bitters omedy 
Angeles 


a touching, funny 


sweet coming-of-age 

a high-strung | 
nily is 
portrait yf real pe ple na 
Ana (Ameri 


graduate trom 


a Ferrera 


nigh 


th 


y her earnest wessed, and 


verweight sister (a scene in 
1 the curvaceous women labor 
ing at sewing machines strip down 
ubtedly be a highlight of 
men Have Curves: The Mu 
Real 


will und 
Real W 
e real curve in 
its perhaps unintentional 
visogyny: all the obstacles in Ana's 
ith to liberation Mama to her 
ster utthroat, hoity-toity client 
women. Fortunately, there are 
and finessed performances 
Ferrera and Ontiveros to 
(90m) 
Harvard Square, sub 


from 


oth out the rough edges 
Copley Place 
irbs 
**1/2 THE RING (2002). 
Verbinski’s remake of Hideo Naka 
a's Ringu (a Japanese cult hit that 
spawned numerous sequels and in 
slick but flawed FearDot 
implausible and 
yet it 
ating a 
video 


Gore 


spired the 
Com) is delici usly 
unsubtle at times 
ob of cre 
Seattle) where 
t kill their viewers within seven 
Watts (comely and 
if light years from 


deliriously 
does a satisfying 
world (okay 
apes 
lays. Naomi 
competent here 
her Mulholland Drive tour de force) 
is Rachel, a rebellious reporter in 
vestigating the mysterious deaths of 
four teenagers, one of whom was 
her favorite niece. Her ex, a scruffy 
(Martin Henderson) 
expertise 

elf-possessed 


photographer 
ffers his vide and her 
pre ( us sor 
news mer David D 
hearing messages from a dead little 
other than Daveigh 
Chase, the Sparkle Motion kid sister 
from Donnie Darko). Matters 
progress to an abandoned horse 
farm off Puget Sound, where lone 
patriarch Brian Cox gruffly speaks of 


a decades-old family tragedy and 


rfman) starts 


jyirl (none 


“One of the year’s best. 
It’s Oscar time and this one is a contender.” 


R] < . 


Joel Siegel, GOOD MORNING AMERICA 


sony.com/Adaptation 
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you and a guest fo any performance 


DGA and WGA Members 


fidgets with electrical cords in an un 
settling way. Derivative, yes, but no 
more so than other 
And Verbinski’s visuals are af 


scene is 


recemt scare 
fare 
mise-er 
like decay 
avoids the 


(his rainy 
ali Mossy greens yr ume 
Jujubes); he tiresome 
bloody evisceration that every other 
addicted t 


simple 


horror director 


This is a haunting, pure and 
ind its 114m 
Boston Common tentative) 


jton Cap 


seems 
jownright scary 


Somerville Theatre, Arlirn 
tol, suburbs 
*x*xTHE ROCKY HORROR PIC- 
TURE SHOW (1976). This horror 
amp extravaganza still draws mid 
ght crowds. Its story of two dorky 
all-American kids (Barr 
ind Susan Sar 
themselves indoctrinated into the 
of Dr. Frank-N 


thar 


Bostwick 


andor wt find 


pansexu | ways 
Furter 


yutrageous 


but only 


more 
i Cur 


agnet 


Harvard Sx 

* * ROGER DODGER (2002). As if 
unformed child from 
of Nick Hornby 


sprung like ar 
the good intentions 
and the more sinister ones of Neil 

aBute, writer/director Dylan Kidd's 
film takes you on a night of de 
bauchery with Campbell Scott and 
1000 cigarettes. Scott's Roger (he 
dodges” life) is the “boy” of a power 
ful woman who is also his boss, and 
Joyce would be the conventional 
ballbuster if she weren't played by 
Isabella Rossellini. When she 
dumps him for another “boy,” Roger 
acts out by taking his virginal teer 
nephew Nick (Jesse Eisenberg) « 
the town to teach him about women 
and sex. Kidd delivers some smart 
dialogue, and the interaction be 
tween Scott and Eisenberg keeps 
things lively. But the story is as tired 
as the unpleasant whiff of misogyny 
besides Joyce, we get nameless 
hookers in a seedy whorehouse and 
1 pair of barflies (Jennifer Beals and 
Elizabeth Berkley) who generously 
Nick with a chaste sexual 
education. The female character 
who is, apparently, the source of 
Roger's anger and insecurity is his 
sister, Nick’s mom, but Kidd plays 
their reunion off screen, missing the 
chance to develop-both characters 
and up the dramatic ante. Tension 
and motivation may not be as sexy 
as snappy repartee, cigarettes, and 
Scotch, but.they sure can elevate a 
movie from posturing 
(104m) West Newton, suburbs 

Ss 

**1/2 THE SANTA CLAUSE 2 
(2002). in the first Santa Clause 
Scott Calvin (Tim Allen) found a 
white bearded guy in a red suit 
passed out on his lawn. Scott put 
the suit on and according to a 


provide 


pretentious 


contractual clause became the 
new St: Nick. Now it’s eight years 
later, and we discover that a second 
clause requires Santa to get mar 
ried (Scott's divorced) and bring a 
Mrs. Claus to the North Pole by 
Christmas or be “de-Santa-fied.” Di- 
rected by Michael Lembeck, Clause 
2 is maudlin, manipulative fluff that 
warms your heart and delivers a 
few chuckles. The plot gets needed 
thickening when Scott/Santa’s real- 
son is added onto the 
and dad has to return 
home to the rescue. Back at the 
North P “oie, Nowever Santa's inter 
m replacement (Allen again) turns 
nto a dictator who refuses to relin 
quish his post. Of course, the real 
Santa has the Tooth Fairy and a few 


eindeer to aide him in this 


world 
naughty list’ 


power 
truggie. It’s a nonsensical worid 
order that's fun for naughty and nice 
children everywhere. (103 Cop 
ey Place, Chestnut Hill, Somerville 
Theatre, Arlington Capitol, suburbs 
& & SECRETARY (2002). ay 
Mary Gaits 
witty 


a Story Dy 


ed wball comedy not to 
mention a breakthrough for the di 
rector Shainberg and his 
star, Maggie Gyllenhaal. With her 
large, soft-seeming body and 
moon-shaped head, her kewpie-doll 
mouth, and eyes wide with embar- 
rassment and curiosity, Gyllenhaal 
s the anti-Parker Posey of inde- 
pendent film, the fleshy, flubbing al 
ternative to the latter's brittle cool 
Here her dumpy, doughy Lee Hol- 
yway has a habit of seeking relief 
through pain; when confronted with 
the ongoing dysfunction of her fami 
she reaches for the sharp-edged 
objects in her sewing kit. Then she 
becomes secretary to James Spad- 
er’s E. Edward Grey, Esquire, an el- 
egantly unhappy and entertainingly 
crabbed lawyer, and they progress 
from typos circled by Grey's blood 
red pen to that first smack on the 
backside to the yoke and handcuffs 
of the film’s teasing opening scene 
Gyllenhaal and Spader bring ten 
derness and sting to their offbeat 
mating dance, which despite its un- 
conventionality proves touching, h 
larious, and erotic. (113m) 
Somerville Theatre, suburbs 
* x *x x SINGIN’.IN THE RAIN 
(1953). The directorial team of 
Stanley Donen and Gene Kelly, the 
songs of Nacio Herb Brown and 
Arthur Freed, and the performances 
of Kelly, Debbie Reynolds, Donald 
O'Connor, and Hagen com 
bine to make this the finest musical 
of the ‘50s. The background a 
lively satire of Hollywood at the be- 
ginning of the sound era is de- 
lightful, and the musical numbers, 
such as “Make ‘Em Laugh” and the 
classic title sequence, are extraordi- 
nary. “Of course we talk! Don't 
everybody?” (103m) Friday through 


Steven 


y 


Jean 


Wednesday at the Arlington Re- 
gent 

* 1/2 SOLARIS (2002). Among the 
many thousands of films that don't 
need to be remade by Hollywood 
Andrei Tarkovsky's 1971 Solaris ap 
peared to occupy a safe position 
near the top of the list: it's a master 
piece, and its story (from Stanislaw 
Lem’s futuristic novel) is as un-Hol 
lywood as you can get. Why Steven 
Soderbergh and his producers (who 
include James Cameron) wanted to 
try their hands at it is a mystery that 
the film itself sheds no light on. Psy 

chiatrist Chris Kelvin (George 
Clooney) is sent to troubleshoot a 
research project on the planet So 

aris, whereupon his dead girlfriend 
Rheya (Natascha McElhone) 
hows up, apparently alive, and he 
tries to resume their relationshy 

even though in both the book and 


the past is 


Tarkovsky's film r 


versible and Chris 


with Rhey 
raoK 


piace 

between a perfunctory, psychobat 
bling waste of the story's potential 
and blatant attempts to flummox the 
audience (re-enacting Michelange 
o's Creation of Adam in a corridor 
of the spaceship, for example). And 
Solaris might just be the worst 
acted film of 2002; Clooney and 
McElhone never dispel the impres 
sion that they’re posing for graphics 
that will go on the side of a bus 
though the director hardly gave 
them a chance. (98m) Boston Com- 
mon (tentative), Harvard Square 
suburbs 

***1/2 SPIRITED AWAY (2001). 
This down-the-rabbit-hole anima- 
tion, which shared the Golden Bear 
(with Paul Greengrass's Bloody 
Sunday) at the Berlin Film Festival 
last February boasts a scrappy 
heroine whose real-life counterpart 
inspired Hayao Miyazaki to return to 
his lightboard after announcing his 
retirement in 1998 (following his art- 
ful box-office smash Princ 
Mononoke). Ten-year-old Chihiro 
(voiced by Daveigh Chase) finds 
that her parents have been trans 
formed into pigs after greedily eat- 
ing food meant for spirits, and she 
enters a parallel world in an aban- 
doned amusement park where she 
must petition for help from an evil 
witch (brilliantly voiced by Suzanne 
Pleshette). Her archetypal encoun 
ters ultimately end happily, but the 
journey is as exhilarating as the 
themés are The 
where Chihiro bathe a 
grotesque “stink spirit” during her 
stint at a bathhouse for the gods is 
simply classic. Miyazaki’s refusal to 
bow to computer-generated meth- 
ods yields a breathtakingly elegant 
mise-en-scéne, all Turner 
seascapes and Parrish sunsets and 


ess 


universal scene 


must 
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Maid In Manhattan’ is the funniest 


romantic comedy of the year!” 


Earl Dittman, W IRELESS MAG: —- S 


jennifer lopez 


ralph fiennes 


maid av 
manhattan 


MaidinManhattan.com 


NOW PLAYING AT THEATERS EVERYWHERE 


LOEWS THEATRES. 
**BOSTON COMMON 


(800) S55-TELL 


AMC 
**FENWAY CINEMA 13 @CIRCLE 
201 BROOKLINE AVE 


(617) 424-6266 


AMC 

*BRAINTREE 10 @DEDHAM 
OFF FORBES RD 
RTE 37 & 198 781 


(781) 848-1070 


@ BURLINGTON 10 
175 TREMONT ST. RTE. 198 EXIT 328 
781) 229-9200 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
CLEVELAND CIRCLE 
617) 566-4040 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 


RTE. 1 & 128 EXIT 15A 
326-4955 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
@RANDOLPH 
FLUTIE PASS AT RTE. 139, EXIT 20A OFF RTE 24 
(781) 963-5600 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS 


FRAMINGHAM 16 


SHOPPERS WORLD 
508) 628-4404 
LOEWS THEATRES 

**FRESH POND 
FRESH POND PLAZA 
800) 555-TELL 
LOEWS THEATRES * 

LIBERTY TREE MALL 


RTE. C1 & SQUIRE RD 
(781) 286-1660 


LOEWS THEATRES 
**SOMERVILLE 
AT ASSEMBLY SQ. RTE. 93 
(800) 555-TELL 
SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
@ WOBURN 
RTE. 128 EXIT 35 & RTE. 38 
781) 933-5330 


ETH ° 


DX [easy] 


100 INDEPENDENT WAY 
(800) 555-TELL NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT. 

















MISSING MISTLETOE V: t/ie Enterprise crew wonder 


whether the 
Trek: Nemesis 


Monet gardens. With its unforget- 
table backdrops and creatures born 
from a palette dripping with viscera 
and humor, this is as stimulating a 
visual experience as any non-psy- 
chotropically-enhanced viewer is 
likely to encounter this decade 
Miyazaki understands the magic 
Disney intended, and he elevates it 
to a higher realm of dreamy, worldly 
mysticism that is appealing to chil- 
dren of all ages and temperaments. 
(124m) Arlington Capitol, suburbs 

**x*xSTANDING IN THE SHAD- 
OWS OF MOTOWN (2002). Behind 
all the great Motown sounds of the 
‘60s (the Supremes, Marvin Gaye, 
Stevie Wonder, Smokey Robinson, 
and so on) was a pit full of musi- 
cians who paced each recording 
artist to the top of the charts. Paul 
Justman’s soulful documentary 


group known as the Funk Brothers 
and the relative anonymity they “en- 
joyed” while their sound was being 
splattered all over Top 40 radio. The 
film interweaves footage of the re- 
united still living Brothers performing 
Motown's timeless hits with such 
contemporary stars as Bootsy 
Collins, Joan Osborne, and Ben 
Harper; and Justman captures the 
essence of the politically tumultuous 
era without taking the bully pulpit — 
this intimate portrayal remains fo- 
cused on the musicians and their in- 
fectious music. (108m) Kendall 
Square (Friday through Tuesday), 
Coolidge Corner, West Newton, 
suburbs 

STAR TREK: NEMESIS (2002). Jef- 
frey Gantz's review is on page 8. 
(116m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs. 

**1/2 SWEET CHARITY (1969). 
Bob Fosse choreographed and di- 
rected this musical version of Fed- 
erico Fellini's 1957 film Le notti di 
Cabiria, with Shirley MacLaine in 
the Giulietta Masina role as a taxi 


Romulans have 


a similar tradition in Star 


It’s sentimental and self-pitying to a 
fault, but it does have Fosse, and 
MacLaine, and Chita Rivera and 
Paula Kelly and Stubby Kaye and 
Ricardo Montalban and Sammy 
Davis Jr. What's more, it’s free 


(133m) Monday at the Boston Public 


Library. 


T 
* THEY (2002). As opposed to 
Them, It, or You Are Not |. Dear 
readers, |'m afraid contemporary 
horror slouches ever closer to re- 
dundancy: once more a provocative 
premise devolves into laughable 
clichés, histrionic hand wringing, 
and overwrought effects. Wes 
Craven (who used to be cool) mere- 
ly “presents” this one, as he did the 
anemic Dracula 2000. Directed by 


| Robert Harmon and Zbigniew Kar- 
traces the formation of the eclectic | 


dancer who keeps getting the short | 


end from the men in her life — until, 


maybe, John McMartin shows up. 


“THERE HAS BEEN TALK ABOUT MAKING UP FOR THE SLIGHT OF 
ROGER & ME IN 1989 BY NOMINATING ‘BOWLING’ FOR A 
BEST-DOGUMENTARY OSCAR’. (IT) WOULD BE MUCH BETTER SERVED 
BY A BEST-PICTURE NOMINATION - OF A NOBEL PEACE PRIZE.” 






















-Michael Wilmington, Cxicaso TriBune 
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100 HUNTINGTON AVE. BOSTON 290 HARVARD ST. BROOKLINE 


spruk, They asks the unsettling 
question: what if there really are 
monsters under kids’ beds? Julia 
(androgynous, forgettable Laura 
Regan) is a driven, athletic young 
woman who suffered from night ter- 
rors as a kid. Long-time friend and 
fellow night-terror-sufferer Billy calls 
out of the blue to say that “they're 
back” and he can't hack it. Their 
childhood friends converge at his fu- 
neral and grudgingly admit that 
these long-ago demons have also 
reappeared in their own hip urban 
lives. Julia, a PhD candidate in psy- 
chology, decides to figure out the 
scientific basis for what's going on 
Her supportive EMT boyfriend 
(white-bread hunk Marc Lucas, 
Buffys Riley Finn), not unreason- 
ably, thinks she’s nuts. Eventually 
we move into Lucio Fulci territory 
(think The Beyond with a tomboy 
heroine) and that gray land from 
which stolen children never return. A 
pity Mr. Craven's recent film projects 
cannot be similarly banished. 
Boston Common (tentative), sub- 
urbs. 

**x*1/2 TREASURE PLANET 
(2002). Robert Louis Stevenson's 


Treasure Island set in outer space? 


INCENDIARY, SAVAGE, HILARIOUS!” | 


mone @ | 
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617-494-9600 


Non-computer animation? Yeah, 
and damn it, it works. Anachronistic 
and eclectic in the spirit of Terry 
Gilliam’s Brazil, this epic, engaging 
film may restore detractors’ faith in 
the viability of Uncle Walt’s legacy 
Jim Pleiades Hawkins (well-voiced 
by Joseph Gordon-Leavitt) is a dis 
gruntied youth wondering when his 
life will begin. When he’s entrusted 
with a map to the legendary Trea- 
sure Planet, his adventure-craving 
egghead uncle (a brilliant David 
Hyde Pierce) begs Jim's mother to 
let the boy try his luck. The two ven 
ture out on a grand space ship (re- 
markably like an antique galleon) 
captained by a sexy catlike admiral 
(droll Emma Thompson, whose 
scenes with Hyde-Pierce are as 
Beatrice and Benedick as you can 
get). Her ragamuffin alien crew 
(characters reminiscent of the 
French classic animation Forbidden 
Planet) are under the thumb of cy 
borg galley cook Long John Silver 
(crusty-voiced Brian Murray), who 
takes a shine to young Jim. With its 
inventive art direction and stunning 
action sequences, not to mention 
sophisticatéd hilarity and no small 
amount of tongue-in-cheek homo 
eroticism (much of it from a loony 
robot perfectly voiced by Martin 
Short), this may be the sci-fi space 
pic for the grown-ups to see this hol 
iday season. (94m) Boston Com- 
mon, Fenway, Fresh Pond, Chestnut 
Hill, suburbs. 

*x*x*xTHE TRIALS OF HENRY 
KISSINGER (2002). Part prosecu- 
tion legal brief and part E! biography 
by way of Frontline, this film from 
Eugene Jarecki (based on the 2001 
book by British journalist Christo- 
pher Hitchens) is a juicy and blister- 
ing muckraking documentary. It ar- 
gues that Richard Nixon’s National 
Security Adviser and Gerald Ford's 
Secretary of State is guilty of war 
crimes for orchestrating secret 
bombings in Vietnam and Cambo- 
dia, for authorizing the 1973 ClA-led 
coup in Chile that put Augusto 
Pinochet in power, and for allowing 
the sale of US weapons to President 
Suharto of Indonesia that were used 
in the massacre of civilians in East 
Timor. Presenting the 1973 Nobel! 
Peace Prize winner as a war crimi- 
nal is damning stuff; Jarecki and 
Alex Gibney, who wrote the screen- 
play, couldn't get their movie 
financed in the US and had to turn 
to the BBC. They bolster their argu- 
ments with an A-list of commenta- 
tors who worked closely with 
Kissinger or who covered his ascen- 
sion from academic to international 
diplomat and media darling, and to 
their credit, they depict him not as a 
mad warmonger but as a cold diplo- 
mat obsessed with results who 
never suffered the consequences of 
his actions. We also get abundant 
footage of Kissinger, including a 
David Frost interview in which he 
makes the chilling statement that 
countries turn Communist because 
of the irresponsibility of their people. 
The real questions raised by The Tri- 
als of Henry Kissinger, however, 
concern American hubris and the 
subversion of international law. 
Global responsibility and accounta- 
bility are not mere ideals, Gibney 
and Jarecki argue, but the founda- 
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tion of a democratic society with a 
humane foreign policy. (80m) 
Kendall Square (Friday through 
Tuesday) 

***x TULLY (2002). A low-key con- 
temporary East of Eden, Hilary Birm 
ingham’s film slyly unfolds its tale of 
family secrets while evoking a world 
that has the feel of a real place in- 
habited by real people. Like the title 
hero, Tully Coates (Anson Mount), a 
hayseed Don Juan who helps out on 
his dad's Nebraska farm but doesn't 
seem to have much ambition beyond 
maintaining his car and finding 
someone to share the back seat with 
him. His straight-arrow younger 
brother Earl (Glenn Fitzgerald) dis 
approves, and when level-headed 
Ella Smalley (Julianne Nicholson) re- 
turns from college, she's one more 
thing dividing them. Meanwhile, mys 
terious bills threaten to bring forecio 
sure on the property, and the film 
seems in danger of taking a soap- 
opera spin. First-time director Birm- 
ingham, however, knows that the 
virtue of Tully is its faithfulness to the 
lives it dramatizes. The film's pace 
remains unhurried, its performances 
remain unhistrionic, and its fields 
and flyblown habitations remain un 
changed despite the emotional con 
vulsions and bittersweet resolutions 
This is a splendidly crafted miniature 
of a movie. (102m) West Newton, Ar- 
lington Capitol, suburbs 

TWO WEEKS NOTICE (2002). 
Loren King’s review is on page 8 
Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Chestnut Hill, suburbs 
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BOSTON 
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“A film that should jolt the consciences 
of all who see it!” -soston pHoenix 
A FIUM BY ALEX GIBNEY & EUGENE JARECKI 


KENDALL 5Q ‘peceugen 2 


(617) 494-9800 
For showtimes visit 
www.LandmarkTheatres.com 
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Architect Glen Howard Small's 
life told by his daughter. 


Queen of the Gypsies, a 
Portrait of Carmen Amaya 
Sat., Dec. 21, at 10:30 am 


Story of the revolutionary 
flamenco star. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


You Shouldn't Worry! 


JECEMBER 20 


Vv 
**x*xLA VERITE SI JE MENS 
2/YOU SHOULDN'T WORRY! 
(2001). In Thomas Gilou's 1997 
French-box-office hit La vérité si je 
mens/Would | Lie to You?, Eddie 
(Richard Anconina) was trying to 
pass so he could gain acceptance 
in Paris's Garment District, where 
he hoped to make his fortune. He's 
made the transition and then some 
in this sequel, but his thriving busi 
ness is taking a beating from the big 
discount chains, and when he tries 
to deal with them, they eat him 
alive. So this film is not so much 
about an outsider trying to enter a 
secluded community as it is about a 


2002 ARTS 


NPHOENK 38 


THE BOST 








naive but tough troop of underdogs 
taking on the smug establishment 
Given that the spotlight is more on 
his loutish colleagues than on the 
low-key Eddie, it's hard at first to 
warm to the film, but their rough 
charm prevails, and the climactic 
scene, a triumph of costume design 
is a comic gem. In French with Eng 
lish subtitles. (105m) Sunday and 
Thursday at the Museum of Fine 
Arts 


Ww 
THE WILD THORNBERRYS MOVIE 
(2002). Tom Meek's review is on 
page 8. (80m) Copley Place, Fen 
way, Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs 


“THE BEST PICTURE 
OF THE YEAR! 


A landmark film from director Martin Scorsese. 
A hot-blooded and haunting epic for the ages.” 
Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


“ONE OF THE FEW MOVIES OF 2002 WITH 
A LEGITIMATE CLAIM TO GREATNESS!” 


Joe Leydon, SAN FRANCESCO EXAMINER 
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NEW ENGLAND FILM 
ARTITSTS PRESENT 


My Father, the Genius 
Sat., Dec. 21, at 12:15 pm 
Thurs., Dec. 26, at 1:30 pm 


Judi Dench and Jeremy Irons in 


Langrishe, Go Down 
Thurs., Dec. 19, at 6 pm “ 


Dec. 20, at 6 pm 

Sat., Dec. 21, at 2 pm 

Sun., Dec. 22, at 11 am 

Thurs., Dec. 26, at 3:45 pm 
Majidi's sublime and spiritual 
tale of illegal Afghan immigrants 





Langrishe, Go Down 

Fri., Dec. 20, at 7:45 pm 

Sat., Dec. 21, at 3:50 pm 
Sun., Dec. 22, at 1 pm 
Thurs., Dec. 26, at 5:45 pm 
Judi Dench as a lonely woman 
in a passionate affair with a 
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Thurs., Dec. 19, at 8 pm 
Sun., Dec. 22, at 3:30 pm 
‘Thurs., Dec. 26, at 8 pm 
Eddie & friends take ona 
discount store in this ribald 
sequel to Would | Lie to You? 


e}U OY} }e 


For more info, call 
617-369-3770 or visit 
www.mfa.org/film 


Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 


young man (Jeremy Irons). 


The Film Program at the 
MFA is sponsored by 
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Fender Squier® Electric Guitar Package 


Black Squier® Stratocaster SE-100 

¢ Maple neck with Rosewood fingerboard 

¢ Three pickups and tremolo 

Fender SP-10 Guitar Amplifier 

¢ 10 Watts RMS, 5" heavy-duty speaker 

Accessory Package 

¢ Electronic tuner, instruction book, strap, 
extra strings, picks and cable 


errs, a2 


7” All For Only 
$199.99! 


Rock by Gibraltar 
Double Bass Drum Pedal 


: © Exclusive “hammer head” 
dual surface beater 
¢ Smooth, solid and fast 
¢ Single chain “Dual Drive’ 


Manufacturers closeout! Supplies limited! 


Only $129.99! 


If you've got the words but not 
the music, MadPlayer™ is for YOU! 


* Automatically creates brand new songs, copyright-free 
in 20 different styles (Hip Hop, Rap, Trance, House 
Garage, and more) 

¢ MP3 and WMA Player, Voice Sampler/Mixer, Karaoke 
Player, FM receiver ¢ Includes headset with mic, 32MB 
SmartMedia” card with pre-loaded samples, MadWare™ 
software and manual * USB connection and MORE! 


RBG2-11DB Lis: 


The MadPlayer ° 


Ly 


Only $299.99! | 
Yamaha YDP113 Digital Piano 


¢ 32 Note polyphony, 10 voices and a single pedal 

¢ 88 Graded-hammer weighted action keys 

* Touch sensitivity 

¢ New Stereo sampling tone generation $295 
. * Dual mode (combine two voices) Off List! 

* Built-in speakers with two 20 watt amps 


Only $999.99! 
Zoom MRS-1266CD Hard Disk Recorder 


¢ Expanded rhythm section now has 12 touch-sensitive fe pads (a full 
chromatic scale) as well as hundreds of - , 
pre-programmed patterns 

¢ Built-in CD/R/RW drive 

¢ Stereo master channel for mix-down 


¢ 6 Simultaneous inputs 


Only $999.99! ova 


List Price 
$1295.00 


Throughout 

New England 

and Upstate 
New York: 


in 
your 
old 


We'll allow up to 


BLUE BOOK 
On your Trade-ins! 


For the used gear we're 
looking for... 


But, even if your used gear 
isn't the stuff we're looking 
for, we'll still allow 
More than Blue Book 
on Almost Anything! 


*Double the Average Wholesale 
Price printed in the latest Orion 
Guitars & Musical Instruments 
Blue Book 
depending on age, condition, 
and marketability. 


See your Daddy's 
salesperson for details! 


ENSATIONAL GEAR 
AND GIFTS 
HRU Dec. 31st! 


— Something For 
EVERY Musician! 


Yamaha DGX-202 Synth with Survival Kit Daddy's 


¢ 76 Full-sized, Touch-Sensitive Keys « Extra large display includes 


* 605 Instruments & Sounds « DSP, Reverb & Chorus effects y Yamaha 
* 6-track recording « nok filtering & Bass Boost system Survival Kit: 


¢ MIDI in/out Kit inc ludes Ne 
Package Price 


$329.99! “netnireiam 


Casio CTK-481 Keyboard 


Ce 
¢ 5-octave keyboard with _ ee: 
full-size keys 4 #: 
¢ 12-Note polyphonic 
¢ 100 Tones, 100 Rhythms, } 
100 Songs 
* 2 Built-in speakers 


Extended 


Warrar ty Coupon! 


— 
$50 
Off List! 
t ] 
Drum Zone DZ5-PK 


5-Piece Drum Set, ‘ 
* Complete Full Size aw 

Drum Kit Package! 
e Available in Black, Wine Red 


Metallic Blue or Dark Green 


WITH Cymbals & Hardware! 
Only $349.99! 


Tama “Ready to Rock™” Package = S22 
Swingstar 5-Pc. Drum Kit Daddy's | Fest 

WITH Cymbals & Hardware! includes: 
Plus... rebiteny tiny 
¢ Planet Z™ Cymbals by Zildjian 

¢ HT30 Drum Throne Video 


¢ Available in Vintage Blue, Vintage 
Red, Vintage Silver, Midnight Blue or Black 


Peavey Stagepack® 
Bass Guitar and ; Transparent Blue or Transparent 
H Red 
Amplifier Package Pees, e Peavey Accessory Package 


¢ Peavey MicroBass® Amplifier 
All For Only 


$339.99! 


List Price $449.99 


OVER 
45% 
Off List! 


All For! Only ony $599. 99! 


¢ Peavey Milestone® Bass Guitar 
Available in Black, Sunburst, 


Includes bass guitar, 
Amplifier and accessory 
package with gig bag, picks, 
digital tuner, strap and cable! 


66869, 66870. 66871. 66872 


Largest Music Chain In New England! 


New England's FAVORITE Used Gear Dealer! 
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OPPORTUNITY ROCKS! 


11/3 thru 12/31 
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FAX RESUME OR LETTER TO DEPT. HR-P 
603-623-7995 oR APPLY ONLINE AT WWW.DADDYS.COM 





THE @@ 


Phoenix 


@lelesie)alclis 


to place your ad and become a member, call 


to listen and respond using your credit card 


to listen and respond using your phone 


Call costs $2:19/minute ¢ 18+ 


CHECK THEM OUT ON LINE AT 


WWW.PHOENIXPEOPLE.COM 


seek 


CANT WE TALK? 


SWF, 31 143i Aqua 


noker, enjoys hanging 
natching the stars, romance ) 
SWM, 32-33. non-smoker, 278984 

HIT ME UP 
SWF, 24, 5’, brown/green, 150ibs, mo 
yf two, employed, seeks nice, se 
23-26, non-smoker, for long-term r 
hip. T674891 

@WWW - SANDRA 

Blonde/Blue, enjoys trashy 
novels, concerts, animation, Kung Fu 
Seeking cute SM, 28-40. N/Drugs, for a 
possibile LTR. Tattoos/piercings a plus 
Please drive. 27484503 

PREGNANT GODDESS 

Sweet, bitter, beautiful. Wants someone tc 
rub her belly, hoid her lovingly and tell her 
stories. Must be beautiful inside and out 


7725023 


Fun SWF 


@WWW - DEER2ZS 
Athletic, passionate 
SWF, 20, smoker, 
loves the outdoors, 
adventures, reading. 
Seeking SM, 19-26, for 
friendship and a possi- 
ble LTR. # 796505 


ATTRACTIVE AND SWEET 
Cute and sexy, petite and sweet SF, 51 
5'4", brunette/hazel, seeks WM, for casual 
dating, possibly leading to something seri 
ous. 7582812 

@WWW - MARTA7 
Very attractive, Hungarian lady. Well-edu 
cated SWF is looking for her “better half 
(a SW/HM, 48-62). Life is too short to live 
alone. Music, movies, theatre. 855846 
Hi, GUYS 
SWF, 20, 5'6", 190lbs, easygoing, down- 
to-earth, Taurus, non-smoker, loves the 
gym, clubbing, and shopping. Seeking 
easygoing WM, 20-31, with similar inter 
ests. 17870657 
SCIENTIST 

SWF, 30, with a petite build, loves dinners 
out with a nice, kind, stable guy. Race/pro- 
fession are unimportant. 7856518 

@WWW - OOAHHOOAHH 
Educated, intelligent, well-rounded SWF 
40, likes games, reading, movies, good 
onversation. Seeking SW/HM, 42-52, for 
relationship. 1878991 

MISCONCEPTION 

A woman becomes less beautiful 
age? | don't think so! Call this strawberry 
blonde senior, 5'8", with youthful “age 
ust an attitude” attitude M?660496 

POSITIVE AND FRIENDLY 
Professional DWF, seeks professional 
truly caring, sensitive SWM, 48-60, with 
great sense of humor. Have a positive self 
image, love of the outdoors, especially 
beaches. 17632785 


@WWW - LEFT_RIGHT BRAIN 
i sensitive. st WE 


t } 


ha 
899 


LOOKING FOR LOVE 


ATTRACTIVE SWF 
@WWW - WINTERGAL 


Intelligent, fun-loving SWF. 41 


sports, music, cooking. Seeking spont 
neous SWPM., 40-50, N/S. for pos 
relationship. 28792847 
MAKE ME WHOLE 

Creative, artistic SBF, 36, 5'7 
non-smoker, light drinker 
enjoys music of all kinds, dancing, more 
seeking open-minded SM, 30-50, non 
smoker, light drinker. 4°46730( 

GOOD TIMES AHEAD 


dinner, dancing 


full-figured 


children 


Stable SWF, 42. enjoys 
arumais. Seekir 
head on his shoulders. 0 lo 
and the outdoors. 27397803 
FINER THINGS IN LIFE 


| ema 


hiking 
king 


ny. 2529782 
@WWW - LAURIEANDCLEO 
loving, affectionate yal 
t SWF, 31, enjoys 
1g. reading. mov 
affectio 
389106 
JOY TO THE WORLD 
SWF, 24, 5'6", 140ibs, blonde/browr 
yon-smoker, work yut regular! 
skating and swimming 
31, non-smoke 
7868831 
@WWW - PAULINERUN 


Warm, sensitive, fun SWF, 31, enjoys di 
for 


tance running. Seeking SM, 30-45 
friendship and a possible LTR. 4844278 
PLUS-SIZE DIVA 
SWF, 32, long hair, blue-green eyes. Loves 
movies, Pink Floyd, dancing, and guys 
with long hair. Looking for long-term rela 
tionship Tattoos/piercings a _ plus 

7859115 
HELP! | WORK WITH 
soccer moms, | like “jawbreaker” coffee 
Tom Waites”, “Operation Ivy” “The Pixies 
horses. SF, 28, good-humored, seeks 
playmate for inner child. No stuffed shirts 
please. 17855076 
@WWW - FEATHERLITE 
SWF, 29, smoker, enjoys travel and having 
fun. Seeking laidback guy, age open, who 
is spontaneous, for possible relationship 
7844290 
PUNK & ROCK MUSIC 
Blue-eyed, 18-year-old, good-looking, fun 
outgoing, crazy SWF looking for you if 
youre committed to a monogamous rela 
tionship. Must be fun-loving! 2853664 
BIG BEAUTIFUL WOMAN 
Plump, pink, soft, sweet, inviting, enticing 
like a piece of ripe fruit. 12762973 
@WWW - DEER25 
Athletic, passionate SWF, 20, smoker 
loves the outdoors, adventures, reading 
Seeking SM, 19-26, for friendship and a 
possible LTR. 29796505 
YOUTHFUL APPEARANCE 
Attractive, refined, sophisticated, cultured 
very feminine SWF, 38, underwent full sur 
gery to become a woman, varied interests 
Juding raising flowers, seeks handsome 
gentleman, 30-42, for marriage. 17361336 
WOMAN OF SUBSTANCE 
Full-figured, shapely SWF, young 43, | 
Jark/large dark, bridal consultant, er 
dining, dancing 
ionate 


laughter 


30-45, for great thing 572492 
@WWW - MISTRESSMICHELLE 
Raven haired beauty SF seeks 
conversation with fellow music lover 
lectual, artistic, kid-at-heart SM, 25-4 
creative thinking ncert-going 


J 
food and more. 47784616 


Enthusiastic SF, 41, 
enjoys outdoor 
activities, healthy living. 
Seeking even, well- 
rounded SM, 36-52, 
who is passionate about 
life, for LTR. #2 705698 


BE - 


DANCING AND SINGING 


agit 


CAPRICIOUS 
edhead, 40s. with zest for life 
US spirit! Seeks tall, attract 
part, for stin 
adventures, pr 
hip. Love 
ife. T5391 
@WWW - LALOBA123 
OkING, readine 
pen minded SM. 18-3 
77768454 
OFF-CENTER SEEKS SAME 
Plus-sized SWF, 33, open-minded, attrac 
tive, creative, sense of humor, loves tal 
European men, book musi art and 
enjoying life. I'm a woman like no other 
7864389 
COOL BOSTON CHICK 
SWF, 28. 5'9", 113lbs, red hair, green 
eyes, enjoys good music, traveling. out 
doors, or quiet nights at home. Educated 
but spontaneous. %?785283 
LIKES TO THINK YOUNG 
Warm, easygoing, sensual SWJF, young 
36, 5'9", reddish-brown/brown, great per 
sonality, enjoys theater, concerts, shop 
ping, cooking, sports, history. Seeking car 
ing, attractive, well-educated, professional 
SW\N, 29-39, non-smoker. 29537768 
AN INTERESTING AD 
Local working actress, 20, seeks witty 
artistically-minded man, 20-30, into the 
Boston arts scene and impulsive decision 
making. 17787841 
MOCHA CHARM 
Pretty, slim, sit, fun, smart SBF, 55, love 
foreign film, GBH, WBZ, jazz, reading 
dancing. Seeking fit, professional SWM 
48-60, height/weight proportionate, non 
smoker. 47686028 
@WWW - YOGALADY 
SBF, 30, 5'4”, 125lbs, brown/brown, enjoy 
golf yoga fish, hiking, running, biking 
Seeking SM, 29-45, for possible LTR 
2738791 


SBF 


ATTRACTIVE SBF 
iss ie ated 


p. 57072 
@WWW - LISAKRN123 


te nurse. 32. no childre 


FRIENDSHIP. 
hit WF. 38, browrnhaze 
t w, poss ble se j ate TW50286 
DATING BUILDING LONG-TERM RELATION 
SHIP 


SWF. 4¢ 


Fun, loving, affectionate 
loyal, caring, honest SWF 
31, enjoys animals, 
cooking, painting, reading 
movies. Seeking sweet 
protective, loyal, affection 
ate SM, 26-36, animal 
lover. 889100 


ae - 


@WWW - MYSTICSOUL 


ality. & 
NEW TO THE CITY 


SHOW ME AROUND 


Q@WWW - LOVEANDROCKETS 


be hone st T 34 3 
HARLEY MAN WANTED 

SF x wit! ner wri motor 

male, 42-49. who likes Harley 
ng walks, romant dinner 


ng first. 52556 
DESTINY IS WAITING 


Jark/t aze Pisc es 

S beaches and adventure 

st man. 2 smoker. for 
ionship. &487483 

@WWW - ARIIAN 

1 open-minded. att 


Z00 LOVE 


KS wa 


TATTOOED ANIMAL LOVER 
: 411 1 tt auburn/g 


jrinker. mother of 


t ard: 
idling, sl 


pera. W783 
@WWW - BABYGIRL112 


Attractive, well-dressed SWE 


‘MI 18-24. for friendst 


it and maybe more. T2776 
RUN IN THE RAIN 


t Vr aut 


Attractive [ 
again. Running ny pa 


authenticity warmtt 


for if 
Looking 


superficiality or nvention. B84: 


EXCEPTIONAL WOMAN 


Me: attractive, multi-fac j 


and fun, dancer, writer 


You: 48-62. psy 
reative. T7452 
@WWW - MALICEGIRL 


Very active, honest, romantic, trustworthy 


petite, pretty SHF ve travel. biking 


museum 


SM, 24-3 


kayaks, boating musi 
Seeking | with imilar 
Interestec 
CHAMOMILE 

A warm, soothing SBF. 50ish, non 
would like to meet you if you are an inte’ 
gent SBM, 47-62, non-smoker. Your 
tiny awaits. Let's connect. 49771931 

BEAUTIFUL, BRAINY, 
sexy professional female, 36, Libra, nor 
smoker, never married, no kids, seek 
well-educated, attentive, affectionate 
romantic, professional man, 28-42 
moker. 49748297 

SBF LOOKING FOR SWM 
5'4 125ibs, long brown/brown, seeks 
someone who enjoys the same or can 
teach something new! Love laughter, golf 
hiking, running yoga sporting event 


haring feelings! #9730884 


BORN-AGAIN CHRISTIAN 


AURA 


A BIG FAN OF HUGS 


a 


BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 


DROP-DEAD GORGEOUS 


4 eek 


168289 
BROWN SUGAR 


: 


T 1 
NORTH SHORE 


LOOKING A GOOD TIME 


SHAKESPEARE & BALLET 


Tv 
THINK GREEN 
NF 


WHAT | WANT 


y female Tw 
PASTURES NEW 


TOE 
BLONDE BEAUTY 


CLASSY COSMOPOLITAN 


T 
BABY |'M A STAR 


1 al 


hildre for casua 
e. T5466 
MADE IN ENGLAND 
SWE 3 


AT LAST 


A KISS IS JUST A KISS 


PRETTY, HAZEL EYES 


™25924( 
MANY INTERESTS 


dirty ¢ e/brown, full-figured 


ndlelight dir 
VM, 50 


QUITE ATTRACTIVE 


tanr 


ARE YOU KIND? 
Tall, attractive SWF e 


joors. Seeking thin, hone: 


sible 
SSiDIe 


for fnend: ship, pr 
hip SE Mass. 2°648088 
NEW ENGLANDER 


Seeks weekend 


tc explore New 


Nice lady 40s. eclectic 

mpanion 48-60 W 
Hampshire, Maine and North Shore Area 
All calls returned. 2#°630203 

ROCKABILLY PRINCESS 
seeks vinyl-collecting, classic car-driving 
partner in crime. Marilyn looking for her 
Elvis. Must be tall, tattooed, look hot in 
white tee/cuffed 501's. She is stewed and 
tattooed. 49532676 
RAIN OR SHINE 

Independent SBF 56, nor 
employed, seeks outgoing, fun-loving, jolly 
SBCM, 50-60, for friendship and possible 
relationship. Enjoys 
' irct and life t Jeneral 


beaches onversa 


smoker, * 


SUPERWOMAN 


) e T49 
FUNNY, BRIGHT 


MATURE SEEKS SAME 


FORMER FIGURE SKATER 


{ T 
GREAT SMILE 


T 
EXPATRIATE FROM CALI 


. T 
SILLY INK SEEKS YOU 


T 
SEXY CHOCOLATE 


i T ) 
SEEKS FUN & AFFECTION 


SERIOUS ONLY REPLY 


GOOD FRIEND NEEDED 


RELOCATED WEST 


T 
FRIENDSHIP AND MORE 


LIVE FREE OR DIE!! 


VEGETARIAN 


i] 


A NEW BEGINNING 


HM 


GOOD GUY HUNTING 


SWM, 42, seeks 
active, educated, 
good-looking, good- 
humored SF, 25-40, 
race unimportant. 
Must want children, 
pets. e 886463 


Be - 





SWM, 30, enjoys 
travel, socializing, 
skiing. Seeking faithful, 
honest, selfless SF, 
23-32, who likes to smile 
and laugh. » 891961 


Be - 


QWWW - JPCOOLDUDE 
Good-looking, pseudo-intellectual SWPM 
with muscles, 29, enjoys movies, live 


music, bars Seeking SF 


skiing, bike rides 
22-35, for friendship, possible LTR 
7895792 


GET INVOLVED 
DWM, 43, 5'9", 200ibs, brown/biue 
involved in long-term relation hig 


wishes 
to get 
iS interested in 


future f 1 for j 


spiritual: 


BORN & RAISED 


WM, 31 uv dark . lark 
al noker, who en; playing 
otball, baseball, seeks WF, 18 
0617 
@WWW - BOSTNAREAGUY 
looking SWM, 33, seeks SF, 28-38 
active adve nturous out 


™89409 


ves life, is 
ng ikes outdoors and more 
A REAL WOMAN 
SWM. 22, 5'8", 135lbs. blond/hazel. toned 
tattooed, romantic, down-to-earth, inde 
pendent Leo, non-smoker 
18-55 background 
7881346 
SOMEONE TO RELATE 
SWM 22 5'10 140lbs dark 
brown/green, Aquarius, full-time thermo 
plastics Company employee, smoker 
seeks AF, 18-24, friendly, understanding 
7866713 


eexs woman 


unimportant 


@WWW - KENBC130 
Reserved, funny SWM, 22, has several 
interests, seeks SF, 18-27, to talk with and 
get to know. 47894103 





@WWW - BMANO101 
Easygoing SWM, 31, 
seeks SF, 26-36, 
to have some fun 
with. Let's see what 
happens. @ 826386 


Be - 


STRAIGHT UP 
Employed, fun-loving SWM, 23, 6'2 
195ibs, brown/green, non-smoker, Libra 
who enjoys hanging out, having a few 
drinks, adventure, and more, séeks a fun 
ing SWF, 20-28. Good 
Providence, RI. f885950 
FLAME ON! 
| would like to meet a lady, 40-48, whose 
interests are in cooking and/or business. 
I'm a 40-year-old SAM who does not 
smoke. 4891200 
@WWW - GTOWNED 
SWM, 26. enjoys music, movies, boating 
Harleys, bars and clubs 
nfident SF, 21-31 
ship. 2892014 
NEXT TO YOU 
Goal-driven, very honest, fun-loving, very 
active, 33-year-old SHM, who's 5'9” and 
165ibs, wants to meet a SWF, 22-38, for 
long-term relationship. | love to golf, sk 
Adventure Non-smoker Ri 
885804 
LONG-HAIRED, FIT 
professional. DWM, 39, smoker, likes to 
work out, rollerblade, the outdoors 
Outgoing, intelligent, passionate and fit 
seeking the same. Likes to shop! 


901319 


times 


seeking Caring 


for possible relation 


more 


@WWW - ICEBOX28 
Reserved, funny SWM, 27. has several 
interests, seeks SF, 18-50, to talk with and 
get to know. 47890413 

SEEK ASIAN FEMALE 
Looking for sweet Asian women in Boston 
for dinner, movies, going for walks, talking 
getting to know each other, and being hon 
est with each other. 27901326 


ARE YOU LOOKING? 
Handsome guy, 29, looking to meet a won 
Jertul lady to become friends first and 
more later SWF, 25-35 


7894948 


Looking for 


@WWW - MKWASNY 
SWM, 83, nice, respectable, likes being 
active, outdoors. Seeking SWF, 18-24 
who is financially and emotionally stable 
fun, and has deptt 7890416 

SEEKING REAL WOMAN 
I'm looking for a woman to share my life 
with. Someone | can trust and depend on 
to build a relationship with 7894953 

LET'S MEET!! 

I'm looking to meet a female, 25-35, race 
unimportant, height and weight proportion 
ate. I'm 5'10", secure, loves the water and 
the beach. 27894958 

@WWW - MUGRUITH 
Unconventional SWM, 32, loves the 
ocean, outdoor activities, black and white 
photography, history. Seeking SF, 24-45 
N/S, for fun, friendship, possible relation 
ship. 1888317 

TRY SOMETHING... 
different! Heavyset white male, 44, looking 
for companionship and more with outgo 
ing, understanding WF. Are you my sun 
and moon? 4881767 

DEF JAM POET 
looking for an audience of one, SM, 30s 
5'10", dark/green, diverse open-minded 
down to earth, enjoys the gym. Seeking 
SF, any race, with similar interests 
7889045 
@wwWw - CC1229 

Good-looking SWM, 28, enjoys nice 
restaurants, lounges, movies, quiet nights 
at home. Seeking SF, 25-45, for friendship 
and more. 27883015 

TODAY'S HEADLINES 
SBM, 30, 6’, Capricorn, non-smoker 
seeks BF, 23-33, non-smoker, funny, witty. 
personable ind very level-headed 


7884020 


REALISTIC DESIRES 
Male, 44, 5'8", Scorpio, loves plays 
Seeking a run-of-the-mill type woman, 30: 
35, with whom to spend some time 
7881700 
@WWW - COFFEE_ADDICT 
Open, loving, confident SWM, 33, seeks 
intimate relationship, characterized by 
freedom and respect with SF, 26-38, N/S 
#388253 
SPIKED NOG AND 
cigarettes. SWM, 25, smokey worshipper 
at the Church of Seuss, Gaiman, and Red 
Sox, seeks crafty, quirky, cute madwoman 
for epiphanies, holiday benders, general 
7881773 
BLUE-COLLAR WORKER 
Attractive WM 28 64 195ibs 
brown/brown, seeks good times in Boston 
area with knowledgable lady, 24-50, who 
can show me around town! 2P880656 


Navoc 


@WwWW - TROPICAL_FUN 
SBPM, 36, enjoys 
travel, exploring new 
places, scuba diving, 
tropical destinations. 
Seeking SF, 31-41, to 
share life with. 

a 889095 


@WWW - 2 PLEASE U 
Honest, sincere SBM, 19, enjoys outdoors 
sports, romantic dinners, movies, dancing 
music, quiet nights. Seeking loving, hon 

3t mature SF 18 24 

77888378 

JAMIE FOXX LOOK-ALIKE 
Handsome, physically fit, well-groomed 
well-cultured, passionate, multi-talented 
gentieman, 30, seeks financially independ- 
ent woman, who needs to exhale 
7877947 

@WWW - TROPICAL_FUN 
SBPM, 36, enjoys travel, exploring new 
places, scuba diving, tropical destinations 
Seeking SF, 31-41, to share life with 
7889095 


for relationship 


@WwWW - JAG4P 

Educated, confident, creative SWM, 30 
enjoys music, kids, dogs, travel, sports 
Seeking outgoing, creative SF, 21-35, for 
possible relationship. 17885010 

SHY COLLEGE GUY 
Sweet, smart SWM, 61", red/blue, seeks 
fun, nice SF, 18-22. | am 20, and enjoy 
reading, movies, long walks, and good 
conversation. T°889657 

NORTH CAMBRIDGE 
SWM, 26, 6’, 180ibs, brown/blue. Loves 
the outdoors and hangin’ out with friends 
I'm looking for a good girl with similar inter 
ests. Is this you? 889671 

Q@QWWW - 3334444 
Energetic, strong SWM, 35, enjoys the 
outdoors. Seeking clean, in-shape, good- 
looking, active SF, 30-40, for good clean 
fun. 27886357 

CHARLIE BROWN DREAM 

Like cheap beer and rockin’ out? Then, I’m 
your man. Sensitive and cuddly on these 
long, cold, winter nights. Enjoy long talk 
drawing, and Jawbreaker. T#880401 


TEST 

test 7889413 

@WWW - GOLLUMZOSO 
SWM, 42, seeks active, educated, good 
looking, good-humored SF, 25-40, race 
unimportant. Must want children, pets 
T 886463 

LANSDOWNE STREET 
and Middle East are hot spots for this 
SWM, 42 (doesn't look it), substance 
abuse counselor, smoker, non-drinker 
drug-free. Desire woman, 30-45, responsi 
ble drinker ok. 49869147 

MATURE WOMAN WANTED 


SWM, 34, construction worker, 5'9 


@WWW - REPCHIAR 
SM, 32, smoker, enjoys dining out, theatre 
movies. Seeking SF, 27-37, for fun, friend- 
ship and a possible LTR. 17883119 

NATURE BOY 

SWM, 38, brown/brown, with freckles and 
a strong build, loves Middle Eastern food 
animals, nature, and skiing. If you like the 
same, call. 858645 

EXPERIENCE LIFE!!! 
SWM enjoys sports, working, and living 
life. This 34-year-old wants to find a 
SW/HF who's also creative. Motorcycle rid 
ers, music lovers a plus! Salem, NH 
7852923 

@WWW - FAEMINO 
SM, 31, smoker, a little shy, seeks nice 
sane, drug-free lady, 25-35, for a possible 
relationship, 17883214 

THE ONE CALL TO MAKE! 

What is our design for life? The equation 
includes a dynamic partnership filled with 
communication, equality, stability, playtul- 
ness, flexibility and a spirited willingness to 
explore the universe and all its wonders 
Does the thrill of traveling on off-beat paths 
to destinations unknown excite you? Will 
you embrace your thirst for knowledge with 
open arms and an open mind? Can you 
savor the world and indulge in ail its infinite 
pleasures? Come share a moment or two 
with this degreed, youthful, established 
sensual, competent SWM, late 30s, who 
values intelligence, sophistication, and 
togetherness Please be an 
internally/externally beautiful SWF, 27-37 
with a genuine heart, a spontaneous soul 
and an inexorable desire to take life togeth- 
er to the next level. 7205042 


BE MY SUNSHINE 
Athietically built SWM, 25, 5'4”, 135ibs, 
Leo, tattooed, pierced, employed, dedicat- 
ed, enjoys concerts, outdoors, relaxing, 
local bands. Seeking SWF, 20-34, smoker. 
for dating, possibly more. 19799487 


@WWW - RACER24 21 
Outgoing SWM, 26, likes music, billiards 
skiing, sports, dining out. Seeking like- 
minded SF, 19-35, for friendship and 
maybe more. #879132 


SEEK ASIAN FEMALE.. 
to be my soulmate. | want to starf'a loving 
caring relationship. | love motorcycles 
beaches, holding hands. I'm an extremely 
romantic and affectionate person 
7875702 
SOUTH OF BOSTON 
Full-time student, 18, 5'7”, 165ibs, likes to 
exercise and have fun. Seeking kind and 
fun woman for casual dating, possibly 


more. 47875710 


@WWW - MR2GD2BETRUE 
Spontaneous, friendly, goal-oriented, hon- 
est SBM, 43, likes reading, walking 
beaches, more. Seeking sincere, friendly, 
happy SF, 30-70, for possible romantic 
relationship. 19877309 

HAPPY SINGLE MALE 
38, 5'8" 240!bs, sense of humor, sincere 
enjoys outdoor, motor sports, camping 
romantic weekends, dining out. Seeking 
honest, active SF, 28-45, for serious, long- 
term relationship. f°864300 
MAYBE IT’S YOU 
SBM, 30, 6’, brown complexion, enjoys 
time with friends. Seeking sweet, good- 
humored lady, to share conversations 
good times and possible long-term rela 
tionship. 4849687 
@WWW - DUNAHEAD 
Charmer in search of a lady to charm 
SWM, 46, seeks a woman who loves 
movies, sporting events, walks and good 
conversations. T?886388 
NATURE BOY 
SWM, 24, new to area, wants to spend 
time outdoors with a lady who loves 
nature. 47837162 

OPEN MIND, OPEN HEART 
Open to new challenges, new ideas and 
every new day! SWM, 36, is looking for a 
woman who is open to love. 4840064 

@WWW - NATHANRC34 
Truly wonderful woman, 18-21, is sought 
by this SWM, 20, for hanging out, watching 
movies and cuddling. 17886516 

NICE GUY SEEKS FRIEND 
Attractive GBM, young-looking 40, 5'11° 
167lbs, masculine, educated, want to meet 
an attractive, in shape, masculine male 
28-42, non-smoker, for friendship or dat 
ing. 4831175 

RELATIONSHIP WANTED 
SWM, 58, 6'0", seeking attractive lady 
40's-50's, for long-term relationship. Enjoy 
travel, movies, beach in the summer. If this 
is you, get back to mel!!! 2409694 
@WWW - JAMMIN61 
Easrthy, crunchy, spiritual, sweet SWM 
41, good sense of humor, enjoys music 
gardening, cooking, yoga, animals, read- 
ing. Seeking open-minded SB/AF, 30-46 
7895639 
LOVES TO LAUGH 
Attractive, kind, honest, funny SWM, 39 
5'10”, 190ibs, Aries, works out regularly 
seeks woman, 22-40, for dating, possibly 
more. T2796873 


COOL BROTHER 
SBM, Capricorn, smoker, seeks open- 
minded, adventurous woman, 18-30, for 
real fun times, dating, and more 
72795335 
@WWW - ROME0345 
SWM, 27, enjoys camping, country music 
animals, more. Seeking honest, caring 
down-to-earth SW/HF, 20-27, long hair 
7892008 
IF IT’S MEANT 2 BE... 
Outgoing SBM, 20, 6’, 160ibs, Libra, non 
smoker, loves movies, dining, having fun 
Seeking fun-loving woman, 18-24, non- 
smoker, for whatever happens. 47794130 
OUTGOING GENTLEMAN 
SWM, 32, professional but likes to party 
and enjoy all lite has to offer. Interests 
boating, fishing and hiking. Seeking SWF 
open-minded, to share life with. 17850888 
@WWW - WARMNSURE 
SWM, 34, loves laugher, music, art and 
trying new things. Seeking SF, 25-39, for 
friendship and a possible long-term rela 
tionship. 17830521 
DWM ENTREPRENEUR 
Tall, eclectic, 50s, saltnpepper, active, fit 
would like to share love and laughter, this 
next best half with a gentle lass, beautiful 
inside and out. 17892682 
ABOVE AVERAGE 
SBM, 38, 5'7", 175ibs, enjoys fitness. 
music, dining out, fashion design. Seeking 
WF, 25-35, non-smoker, for long-term rela 
tionship. 1562796 
GOO-LOOKING MAN 
Good-looking, handsome SW\, 65, 5'8 
179ibs, enjoys dining, dancing and bowl 
ing. Seeking slim, attractive SWF, 25-36 
under 125ibs, for dating. 254908 
METRO WEST AREA 
Male, 41, seeking lady, 30-41, with a nice 
personality, for quality times, good conver 
sation, dinner, movies, having fun! Please 
call. 1864291 
SEXY STUNNING ITALIAN 
SWM, 38, fit, muscular body, sensitive 
caring, strong. Seeking SWF, 23-40 
7673134 
SELF-EMPLOYED 
Fun-loving guy, 30, enjoys music, movies 
and reading. Seeking SF, 24-36, for fun 
friendship and a possible long-term rela 
tionship. 17845427 
TRULY CHARMING 
SWM, 21, 5'8", 140lbs, enjoys shows 
clubs and tattoos. Seeks SWF 18-25. The 
younger the better! All calis answered! 
7835082 
NOT YOU AVERAGE GUY 
SWM, 25, 5'11", 232Ibs, fun, energetic, 
spontaneous, not a bad looking guy with a 
reputation you can learn about. Looking 
for a relationship of sorts...interested? 
7831178 
MAD FOR MUSIC 
Romantic, sarcastic grad student, 28. | like 
indie music: luna, Smiths, Radiohead 
Interpol, films: Lynch, Hitchcock, vodka 
walks, books. Looking for creative partner 
in crime. f°799359 


ALL-AMERICAN JOCK 

Very good-looking WM, 32, masculine 
muscular, works out, plays sports, seeks 
WM 21-35, good-looking, very masculine 
in shape into working out, playing sports. 
for dating. T850869 

CALL ON ME 
clean-shaven SWM, 37, 6 
185lbs, non-smoker, Capricorn, enjoys 
biking, independent film, photography 
Seeking extroverted GWM, 25-50, non 
smoker, for companionship, possible long- 
term relationship. #217310 

@WWW - CUTEMASCNSHORE 
Good looking GWM, 34, seeks SM, 29-39 
who loves life, is active, adventurous, out- 
going, likes outdoors and more. #890409 
BEAUTY ABOUNDS 
Tall, handsome, masculine philosopher 
loves travel, creativity, and spontaneity 
Seeking new horizons on all personal lev- 
els. You be a similar explorer who values 
playfulness, honesty. #9782855 
NORTH SHORE 

Masculine WM, 50, 5'10 170ibs 
brown/brown, non-smoker, seeks B/HM 
30-50, height/weight proportionate, for fun 
movies, dinner. 695427 


Slender 


@WWW - 26YOWMBOSTON 
Humorous, alluring, masculine, SWM, 26, 
6’, 165ibs, part-time model, seeks easy 
going SM, 18-30. %P484556 

REGULAR GUY 

GWM, 34, 6’, 190ibs, very good-looking 
muscular build, works out five times week- 
x into sports, movies, dining. hanging out 

eeking another in-shape guy for partner 
ship. 17524819 

SCHOOL TEACHER 
SWM, 31, Pisces, non-smoker, seeks 
man, 25-40, non-smoker. Enjoys the arts 
reading, movies. #470881 
@WWW - RICK0911 
Warm, honest GWM, 45, likes the out- 
doors, movies, dining out, conversation 
quality time. Seeking caring, SM, 18-50 
for LTR. 2881038 
PHOTOGRAPHER MALE 

Professional photographer seeks casual 
friendship with younger W/H/AM, 18-35 
who likes photography and the company 
of an older man. T#289098 
MY TWO DADS 

145ibs, good shape, hairy 

likes home improvement 
amusement parks, family time, zoos 
cooking, carpentry, animals. Seeking 
romantic GM, 34+, to share life and family 
7772179 


GWM, 49, 5'8 
chest, realtor 


@WWW - VXHORUSXV 
GM, college student, 
seeks happy, 
well-adjusted guys, 
19-24, for friendship, 
casual conversation, 
and good times. 

@ 865624 


@WWW - MAINEGUY207 
SWM, 34, seeks smart, witty, sane guy 30: 
39, with a good sense of humor, for a 
strong relationship. 4#879004 
SECOND SHIFT PROV RI 
GWM, early 50s, works second shift, into 
gym, swimming, beach walks, meditation 
Looking for passionate connection, possi- 
ble LTR with a gay man who's good-heart 
ed, passionate, physically fit, and emotion 
ally available. 446729 
THE RIGHT TOUCH !! 
32-year-old, straight-acting male, 5°10 
180ibs, short brown/hazel, medium-built 
clean-cut, clean-shaven, smooth, vary car 
ing, seeks same. Knows how to make you 
feel good! South of Boston. 29777651 
@WWW - FIRM1FORU 
Easygoing GWM, 41, loves humor, dining 
Staying active, occupying my mind, danc 
ing, reading, television. Seeking SM. 50: 
75, for casual dating. 27868705 
CONSERVATIVE IN... 
Cambridge. Smart, conservative (looks 
and politics), well-traveled, well-read guy. 
33, seeks guy, any race, for friendship first 
maybe more later, preferably in or near 
Cambridge. 29722551 
TOP OF THE NEWS 
Male, 58, in shape, professional, athletic 
Capricorn, loves the performing arts 
Seeking man, 30-60, active, masculine 
athletic. 7886618 
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@WWW - VXHORUSXV 


GM ege stude seeks Nappy, we 
i ted guys, 1 4 for friendshit asua 





rsation and good times. P8656. 
ARE YOU IN SHAPE? 
Good-looking WM, 38, 5°11", 170it 
rowrvblue, masculine, successful, solid 
thletic build, seeks male, under 32, slim to 
medium build, for possible long-term rela 
ship. Race open. 47881763 
JOIN ME 
ysically fit GWM, 45 9 
Cancer, non-smoker, enjoy 
long walks with the dogs, theater, movies 
Seeking GWM, 36-47, non-smoker, for 
yng-term relationship. 22449979 
@WWW - BOBBISOXX 
PREFER TO’ CROSS DRESS WHEN 
WE'RE TOGETHER Slim WM, 1 
facial/chest hair, seeks the same to snug 
2, party and discuss wha 
7865643 
LOOKING FOR TRUE LOVE 
GWM, 52, 5'11”, 180ibs, gray/biue, enjoys 
dining, Cooking, “biking Nlerblading 
Seeking fun-loving, outgoing and lovable 
person, non-smoker, N/Drugs, to enjoy life 
to the fullest. -29758128 
A GENTLE SOUL 
Canadian GWM, 32, dark/biue 
130ibs, affectionate person, dowr 
ooking for similar GWM, 25-4 
build, to enhance my life 








D+ 168lbs 


S$ skiing, biking 
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to-eartl 
with muscular 


685699 
SEEKING LTR 


WM, 22, 195ibs, average build, biond/blue 

jlasses, occasional smoker, enjoy 

bing, karaoke, and fishing. Seeking W/BM 
7246217 


PLEASE BE KIND 
seeks outgoing 


honest. kin 


M. 52. 5'1¢ monoga 


iS, laid-back d SM, under 
friendship and possible lasting 


ti nshig 611395 
SLENDER AND YOUTHFUL 





GWN, 44, 59", 145ibs, light brown/t 
} th boyish good looks, seeks ser 
€ asculin mest man, 29-55 


y, Neat, easygoing. 452324 
@ WwW GROWL BEAR 





| MAKE A MEAN 
it kit ea eek 
y age y 
axed or listen to Madonr 
GAY MALE 
jay male seeks sare Are the any 
jay/queer men out there not buying int 


tatus quo? 27648364 
@www - MUSICHBASEBALL 
AM, 43, enjoys assical mu dining 
sports, films at 


Seeking, humorous 


out, European hideaway 
the MFA and Kenda 
big-hearted guy. 28-48, for possible LTR 


7830485 





GET TO KNOW... 


this SHM, 27, Gemini, non-smoker, con 
struction worker. If you are a WM, 35-55 
give me a jingle. 27867788 

PURE & EASY 
BIWM, 45, 59’, 185ibs, MA/RI area, easy 
going, non-smoker, drug and disease-free 
seeks man, 25-50, for casual dating 
867106 

@WWW - REGULARGUYCAMBRIDGE 

Down-to-earth, masculine SM, 41, non- 
smoker, non-drinker, enjoys Outdoors, long 
walks, quiet evenings, gatherings with 
friends, seeking SM, non-smoker, for com- 
panionship and more. TF786589 

SEEKS SIMILAR 
SWM, 38, 59", 160ibs, brown/blue, goat- 
ee, enjoys fitness, beaches, outdoors 
movies, dining out and cuddling. Seeking 
romantic man, 30-45, for long-term rela- 
tionship. 27667299 

REGULAR GUY 
\talian, honest, understanding SM, 53 
5'10", 150ibs, brown/green, has love/hate 
relationship with life. Seeking real connec 
tion with HM. | know there's more. Let's find 
it. 560433 

@WWW - JOE JACKSON 

SWM, 28, 6’, 210lbs, enjoys movies, dining 
out, local rock. Seeking well-built or husky 
male, 28+, for possible relationship 
2772480 
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SBM, 50, 61", handsome t 


heavyse 








brown/brown, smoott seeks SH/WM 
| 45, prefer masculine, muscula 
T ng to trave cae ee yenuine 
1d t att ached. T7845 
awww SOMERVILLAIN2 
GWM, 46, enjoys theater, movie ng 
walk seeks GAM, 36-48, sim € 
Sts, to get to know each other. 2°75657 


NORTH OF ny conse 
Male. 41, 5'9", 190!t muscular, Gemin 
ves biking, hiking uld like 
to meet a similar man, 22-45. 419843587 
SEEK NICE GUY WHO'S 
Coping well with life but wants down-to 


earth friend to share downtime and an 


ano movie W 


nventional intimacy am SWM 
4 115it D/D-free. non-smoke 
ton. North. 29752899 
ewww MALLORGS 
M aS € ttractiv SWM 4 
rowrvblue, enjoys the itdoors, the arts. 


rking st. Seeking Mascu! juy, 3D 
for friendship and more. #975425¢€ 
GUY FROM CHELSEA 


Me: GWM, 40, 5'5”, 154lbs, smoker 











KING, Clean-Ssnave ys e 
a 
; SEEKING MY AGE/OLDER 
traight-acting/appearing GWM, 38, 6'1 
165ibs. k editor, seeks GWJM., 38+, f 
f ishir t. 282804 
GOOD TIMES 
SWM 3, S59, 185i personal traine 
Car k ws t 
wor 4 ke Kk fh Ishit 
B68 4 
WAITING FOR YOU 
B56 ) 
LASTING RELATIONSHIP 
iship first. 34693 
ALL ABOUT TIME 
er. E268 
SOUTH OF THE BORDER 
WM. 25. Cancer. with tattoos ke 
loves surfing, skateboarding, and rockat 
y/'50s mu Seeking WM, 18-35, smok 
r, fe ating T667386 





MERRIMACK VALLEY/BOS 


GWP\M, 58, 6’, 175lbs, seeks the tops in 
B/W/H/M in the Boston area. A casual and 
quiet relationship with all new comers 
would be ideal. 29785231 
SINCERE AND HONEST 

44 years old, brown eyes, salt-n-pepper 
hair, good shape. Love to read, beaches 
mountains, tennis, TV, movies, traveling 
Looking for tall, broad-shouldered man 
35-50. TP669811 

HAKUNA MATATA 
GWM, 58, 5'9", 190lbs, clean-shaven 
Aries, non-smoker, loves classical/rhythm 
and-blues music. Seeking same in GWM 
50-65, non-smoker. 29758029 

BROCKTON AREA 
Clean-shaven, hairy SWM, 58, 6'2 
browrn/hazel, Capricorn, non-smoker 
seeks WM, 18-45, non-smoker. 19749563 

NEW EXPERIENCES 
SWM, 54, Sagittarius, non-smoker, seeks 
BM, 25-57. Enjoys movies. Works in the 
retail industry. 2752927 

RESEMBLES CARSON DALY 

Professional GWJM, 30, 6 
black/brown, likes punk/indie rock, films at 
Kendall/Coolidge, Middie East shows 
cheap eats, etc. Seeking masculine GWM 
22-40, no initial expectations! 47705054 
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THE GOOD AND THE BAD 


GROWING TOGETHER 





FRIENDSHIP OR MORE 


WN 3, 6, brow 


WILL IT WORK? 


SHARE DREAMS 


Ishi T 
MUST LOVE LIFE 


MULTI-FACETED 


M64 
SPORTS GUY 
WA k 
‘ 4st t nore WM 
€ Wp, f sibly e. Mascu 
atic, jock/prep guys only T3956 


FREE SPIRIT 





eeks advent is, fu 1 3M. 2¢ 
has a stgoing per ality a 
fe. TH6161€ 
SEEKING FRIENDSHIP 
GW\M, 4 Olt 
traveling, Gi t (ita t 7 
forma ] al/ope king 
GWPM é : 
teres ta f pa 
7264118 
OLDER AND MASCULINE 
{ that is the type that intere 
and you are unde yet toge 
7, & big guy at 63 240, and | y 
be under ¢ ferat Tr: 
anmioue nen LOVER 
WM 3 t K 
j, healthy G Mt friend 
hore sarin eal Sabsad ‘481 
YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER 
SWM, 54, Libra noke eek 
tle, laid back, straight-acting WM 
10° and unde noker. f 
relationship. 12439810 
THIS IS ME 
tral Ma S 735 64 
HANDSOME, ATHLETIC 
33 
ONE GOOD MAN 
SAGITTARIUS 
NM T 
UNCOMPLICATED GUY 
ARE YOU THE ONE? 
T7933 3 
NEED NEW FRIENDS? 
aSual Gating, g 
aybe et 


date 


GEMINI LOOKING 
GWM, 48, musician, dancer, enjoys quiet 
times, bars, travel and conversation. Would 
like to meet GM to enjoy life with 


77761788 


NEW TO THIS 
Shy but caring GWM, 50, 5°10", 140it 
Pisces. smoker. seeks mar 30-50. for 


long-term relationship. Not into the bar 
scene. 49733728 
TRUE ROMANTIC 

Passionate SGWM, 51, young-looking and 
acting, 5'5", 150lbs, brown/brown. enjoys 
the outdoors, beaches, dining, movies 
plays, quiet times. Seeking outgoing, prc 

portionate guy D/D-free, dating 
long-term relationshir No femmes please 
693538 

WORKS TOO MUCH! 

SM. 48. 5'6", 140lbs, brown/brown 
ylasses, looking for monogamous relatior 

Jancing, occasional 
movies, quiet times with my man. Seeking 


possible 


wears 


ship. D/D-free, enjoys 


male 35-53. with similar interests 
677580 

IT TAKES TWO 
GWPM, 34. clean-cut, enjoys theater 
exquisite French cooking, movies, outdoor 


activities, travel. Seeking interesting, intelli- 
gent, GM, with similar interests, for casual 
dating. f468800 
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FOR ALL ETERNITY 
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BEACHES FOREVER 
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NATURE ENTHUSIAST 
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HAPPY WITH YOURSELF 
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LET'S TALK 


T 
MY OWN BEAT 
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PROVIDENCE SOULMATE 
4 T 
DAY IN THE SUN 
e good we 
A NICE GUY 
72166 
DEPENDABLE GUY 
T 
SWEET & SPICEY 
f } a 
T6% 


SWEET GUY FROM CT 








t mnship. 17387544 
SMART IS SEXY 


Teacher, writer, artist, entrepreneu 


Gen smoker, enjoy 

> GWM r dat 
seeking GWIV for dati 
to know each other, for long-term 


worker if pers m with similar valves 

interests? Mode! looks not required 

ares well for his body/sou 

Relationship-oriented. 976 154¢ 
BORED IN SUBURBIA 

Help! I've beer the Boston area 


aimost two years. Nave 





friends. Likes travel at the spu 
moment with music. 29697712 
JUST A GUY 


38, 5'8", 160lbs, browrn/hazel, not int 

scene. into outdoors, relaxing 

Seeking active guy. For casua 

7686101 

ENJOY CONVERSATION 

and whole lot more. I'm a soor 

shape, established, 6’, 185ibs 
J} a younger l 


spbeat guy. 177557 


trave 
45 ins 








xd in meetin 
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Libra, non-smoker 


BIBF, 29 
hop and R&B clubs 
50, very mature and professional a m 
race unimportant. %°445585 
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Seeking woman, 2£ 
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WHY NOT 
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WWW - ANNAROSALINNI 
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SEEK A WOMAN 


T 
LOOK NO FURTHER 


Ta4 
@WWW - JEANKELLY 
= 
HEALTHY 
wit 726 
STABLE, GROUNDED 
870749 
@WWW - TREACHEROUS 
J. Outgoing, friendly 





etry. Seeking SWHF. 20-25, for friend 
ip first, then somethir g more T69500 
FLOWERS FOR YOU 
28, browr/brow., fair skinned, enjoy 
walks, music, movies, biking and 1 
seeking SWF, 22-32, for g-term re 


tionship. 2864555 
SOUTH counTy TAURUS 





IWF, 50ish, 5'4", 130ibs, brow 
bi, non-smoker, D/D-free, stable, g 
ed. honest. romanti enjoys movies 
musi yood conversation, dancing 
seek ir ninine woman, 40-60, with sim 
ar inte 5, for possible lon 3 term rela 


tionship. 850255 
QWWW - LUCKYCHRMX 


Attractive, warm, romantic GWF, 4 
enjoys outdoors, Diking, beach. Seeking 
GWF, 30- wt wes the art 
© 643328 
ROMANCE AWAITS 
J€ ate GW 4 eek tt 
“ > p. a4 
AGE wust AN ATTIUTOE 
World-traveled educated SW 
animal activist eeks a partner 


SW/BF. Passionate 
walk on the beach! Let's 


r. 79843 
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THIS IS WHAT YOU WANT 
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SOFT SKIN, WARM HEART 
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THE TWO OF US 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE AREA 





JUST GOT HERE 
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SEEKING A FRIEND 
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INTERESTED? 
T 
HEY LADIES! 
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SEX FIRST...NOT 
Tovar 
ENJOY LIFE TOGETHER 
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GIRL AND PET DOG 
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LOVE TO BE IN LOVE 





@WWW - MCARAMEL 
Lovely Leo needs 
affection. Attractive SGF 


f 
26, 5'5 


B866KS Same 
Die-hard romantic, Non 
smoker, non-drinker, Love 
video garnes, comedy 
writing, sINgINg, Movies 
Call me! @ 772372 


We WOMAN IN ME 


WPF, 32 wrvbiue, height/w 
te KING a j tura t 
eeking femur VV tr 
ar ests. TH3¢ ) 
NEW TO AREA 
] 4 Dp acquaint t N 
} endship. 3 x 
LOVES LIFE 
1 with great f hur ek 
similar female, 25-40. please 
friend: st. TP600945 
LIFE’S TOO SHORT 
BIWF 4 moker al drink yS 
ame iffect : 
kK for that specia ) 
y gether. & 
THE FUNNY, SMART CHICK 
t. 1841664 
PICK ME! PICK Me! VERN 
WF, writer, artist S 
Vv Je hair OkKING for IMeEeonNe 
special, not into gay culture. Just be real 
77841703 
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NOPOVET ROCK 


§ 
ROCKETEADYWO 
Dobe 

DoUerach 


NOD0UBTRCKSTEAD 


George Harrison No Doubt 
Rock Steady 


(Special Edition) 


Various Artists Matchbox Twenty Craig David 
More Than You Think Slicker Than Your Brainwashed 


Now 11 
You Are Average 


Barbra Streisand Paul McCartney Mariah Carey 
Back In The US. Charmbracelet Greatest Hits 


Duets 
Live 2002 


| SAVE $40! 
s9f $59 


Party Animal 


Lilo & Stitch Austin Powers In Men In Black II 
DVD Goldmember (Widescreen) 
DVD 


DvD Se 
A 


The Perfect Gift. = 
Part of The Complete Collection. | Y 


Boston: 360 Newbury St. 617-896-0950 <#®\MEGASTORE) 
AF VIRGINMEGA.COM> 


“in coupons from Virgin Megastore and other brands. While supplies last. Sale offers listed above are on select titles only. Sale & coupon offer not available online at virginmega.com or at Virgin airport locations. Offer varies in Canada 
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WORLD CLASS GENTLEMEN’S CLUB AU Nude: Au Nude?! 
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“ _ Lo ree 
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: th : Th O Basi 19-24 


HOLIDAY BREAKFAST 
—OPEN 9 A.M.— 
RIDAY, DEC. 20 & TUESDAY, DEC. 24 


10'S GIGANTIC GOURMET ~ <, 
























1 BIG SCREEN 
ADMISSION TAS seen 


ae FOR ALL ; N N : 
Brotce cin murat |e eb regan | ae : HOLIDAY BUFFET — °°) 
Se ee * aa id , ALLDAYa NIGHT! 2 °*O" 
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ice DETAILS. 


THE BACHELOR PARTY P 47 THOMPSON RD., WEBSTER, MA | 
SPECIALISTS! 3 s -888-41PLACE + RTE. 395, EXIT? | 
NASCAR NGA NHL - Wide Screen 7 TVs) OPEN 7 DAYS 12-1AM 
% , r 18+ NIGHT ALL WEEK 
tin A eer ee Our Ait Nupbe VIP Lounat . 
: A? + is OPEN THURSDAY - SATURDAY i 
FROM 8 TILL 2 


s21-SH F TOLYO 
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SHANGHAI ae 
\ on || Hot Sauna, Exercise “Deleg Geese 
Table Shower oe ears 









is Swedish Shiatsu - Body Scrub 
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LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPISTS " | ) , en nts aotones Al SST GaPOCuaNENS AmeneT 
spose chon 23 nye ay orgy Larus, Exohien Cone conn! - . Ye (401 729-0111 ey 





Mineral Spring Ave Right onto Branch Ave, 
; ¥ ~ . SPOQCIALIZING IN THE 
exit, take Left onto J 80 | lights to WILD 1-2 AND 3 GIRL 

Mineral Spri Woodward Rd. and take , Soe, Sas eee, 
beset: pring. a right. Go to end of ng ee na apathy eg Ra 

Building is on corner of Woodward to Mineral ; 

an hae. Druck. by Experts 


Mineral Spring and Spring Ave 
Woodward Rd. ; 1-781-231-7500 1-888-999-5859 1-978-463-0371 
- building i = om the left. fe" p NOT AFFILIATED WITH ANY OTHER AGENCY 


1410 Rear Mineral Spring Ave. No. Providence, RI i \ ean an mm 


OPEN 7 DAYS A()] 353 5100 ALOIS io ‘ “aN yar? a= ‘eo st | 
A WEEK e e WELCOME eens Cie Rt. 4 Nort pee 
: -."Godtrled's Plaza” x 


245 Allens Ave Providence (401) 941-8310 tau amy Saugus, Ma 
1 95 to Exit 18 to Allens Ave 3/4 of a mile on left * Easy To Get To! 781-231-9181 









i” f yo t < 
Duchelen aud Duokelenelle Furl 



























| 
sds, Exo hin Cone com! 





WITH COORS LIGHT & CLUB FANTASIES!!! 


NTERTAINERS.. WE ACCEPT Al ALL COMPETITORS’ VIP CARDS | 


DYN Niet = te aD 


Late) @e Collate m m-t-Je)l- lars 


Bachelor Party Specialists 


hows 
ynbelevarle xX Shor 
23 Gi" Shows 
vent 
ee tor every e 


Rush and Frat Parties 
ush 


Bored on wednesday 


Office Parties 


Guaranteed Hot Younes Girls EVERYTIME! 
3 Girls for the price of 2 + College Gauys Special 


Ofe\'(-1 alate M-1| Me) My mde] alei=) 
Boston, Providence, Worchester, Springfield 
Killington, Newport, Laconia, Nantucket 


1-888-598-5425 


Hot Male “@MASLLMumi io me O0ed ag) oak check out 
Dancers yur Hot Your 


i ! 
Aveeno! @ www.dancersitd.com 


SPONSORED BY MILLER 


LITE WITH GREAT PRIZES!!! 


PROVIDENCE’S BEST 


PRIVATE TABLE DANCING & CHAMPAGNE ROOMS AVAILABLE! 


INCLUDES ADMISSION TO 


my | | ALL NUDE rantasy isLanp ROOM! 


| ut MONDAY NIGHT 
iG" FOOTBALL PARTY 





OVER $400 IN CASH & PRIZE S! 


EVERY TUESDAY IS ET retin ae 
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EXTRAVAGANZA! 


DECEMBER 16TH THRU 24TH 


- TUESDAYS - 
f 2 FOR 1 TABLE DANCING 





, 


DIRECTIONS: 

Take Rt. 95 Exit 18 Thurbers Ave. 
Follow Thurbers Ave. West 1/2 mile 
Turn left onto Broad Street 1021 
Broad Street is on the right, 2nd Floor 
PRIVATE 
PONE Lov 
BEHIND BUILDING 


1021 BROAD STREET 
2ND FLOOR * PROVIDENCE, Ri 


(401) 941-9901 


TWICE THE FUN 1/2 THE PRICE! 


Midori 


Body wrap 
Showers 
Dry Sauna 


me Walk-In Service 
7 days a week 10am-12pm 


112 Union St.- 1st Floor 


(Telephone Building) 
Providence, R.I. 


«40i 274-3334 « (401) 274-6661 


TOlele f @)(e (e-em eal—\— 18 Ole (em @1—1e) e)(—F 
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When you don’t want to be alone... 


11| : 
aAXtm « ingerte, o 
a room é r Whdeling . Studio 


Sensual Private Lingerie Modeling 

Shows * Fantasies * Fetishes ¢ 

Role Playing * Gentlemen’s Friendly Atmosphere 

Alternative Lyfestyles * Sale of Intimate Apparel 
237 Park Ave 333 5 


Worcester, MA STE 17 
508.753.3796 413.7 


Columbus Ave., 
Springfield MA 
31.8826 
mployment Inquiries Welcome 


of OUR LOvE 
Puerto Rico's sweetest honey 


eady to take you On a cruise youll 
never forget. 23 yrs, 5"1, 107 Ibs 


617-642-1001 
BEG FOR IT! 


and perhaps I'll let you lick my 
sexy toes...or give you a taste of 
my leather lash. Worthy slaves will 
be rewarded with bondage, disci 
pline_& more 


istress Fantasia 


(617) 803-9042 


Boston HardBodies 
617-212-5868 


wig BostonHar foot com 
Boston's xotic 
14 
Call Toll Free 


866-697-6267 


Domina’s Cheyenne & 
IceFire 


Unbelievably erotic, shocking cruel 
disipline at the hands of beautiful 
and skilled Dominas. Our 3,000 sq 
ft. playground must been seen to 
be belived. 

bCall 401-639-0051 

www ladycheyenne.corr 
www.ladyicefire.com 


Kendra & Co. 


Priv sessions. Amazing 1400 sf 
ipod full facility complex 
Jouble Domme/extended & 
overnight sessions Female 
Sub/Master available. Boston/New 
Hampshire/all major rts. 617-576 
8826 


EXCLUSIV 


Choice 


ESCORTS 


For the most discriminating ge entlen 
we offer premiums service. 
Expensive & : 
24/7 by appointemt , 


(617) 5 
Member 
Interviewing PT & Full Time 


Lady IceFire 
Unbelievably erotic, yet shockingly 
cruel. www.ladyicefire.com 


401-524-5633 
MAXIM’S 


Lingerie, Modeling, Fantasies 
Fetishes, Role Playin 


508-753-3796 


“BOMINATION. 


scort referral service 


IYNSEY.S 


Honesty is our 
only policy 


‘All American 


(617) Girls sense 
Immediate opening 
All areas of Domination, fantasy & 


7 7 - 
2 for attractive ladies 19-45 pons ia 
fet equipped. different 


6605 RS 
' 


Utmost class & Vewenglanddomination.corr 
Total sophistication 617 728-1429 


BEAUTIFUL LADY 
WANTED 


Wealthy Boston Business man 


Social Events 
seeking beautiful younger woman 


617-742-8662 
20-30 to be treated to the finer 
1- ihe 353-0343 care of phons and phato to PO. 


Box 459 Needham Heights, MA 


Trying to save — 
money for 
spring break? 
Premiere has 
part time 
openings for 
escorts. 
Some college 
preferred, 
no exp. 
necessary. No 
transportaion 
needed 
Call Julia T 


Dinner Dates 


Positively cutealls onty 02494 


@ Hot sexy very open playmate w 
prv home. Slim 38D, very discreet 
4 exec-types daytimes 
B be he 


603-425-0086 
Seductive Ladies ready for all occasions including bachelor 


parties, 2-girl shows. All nationalities. 18-38 years. RETAIL 


ZO oe Attn: Strippers & 
Accepted before midnight! Drag Qupens 
1 7 sd 792 = os 1 : Boston's largest selection of exotic 


entertoinment purposes only footwear, boot and lingerie sizes 5 
16. Dancers, Drag Queens 
Crossdressors, and Escorts 
Welcomed with friendly service 
548 Massachusetts Ave 
Cambridge, Red Line Central 


Square. 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL COMPA 
NY FOR THE MOST DISTIN- 
GUISHED GENTLEMEN 


781-248-3671 
Always Hiring 


#1 RIO SHEMALE 
5'10 brunette 36C implants 24-34 
Functional fit sexy smooth tanned 
body 24 yrs. beverages 
student discounts 


617-578-7228 


APB eee 


! trom Virginia wilh 
lust scarlet hair & lips DOM, X 
dress. reg m rush quick 
appts.Located. Nr T. in/out mod 
rates 


617-292-7744 
A HOT ASIAN BOY 


yrs. 5 140ibs summer 
smooth hot very cute. Asian boy 
hung, affectionate clean private 
gay bi-curious welcome. Hot & 
sensual full body massage 24 hr 
invout. call Duke 


617-267-2037 
“A MALE MASSAGE” 


A sensual male to male massage 


by handsome eee. male 
1-617-782-4499 


“ALLURING” 


Sensual, sexy, erotic full body mas 
sage by a sultry 28 yr old brunette 
By appt. only 


617-817-6934 
“KATE 42 YRS” 


Elegant lady, beautiful, gracious 
Compassionate, slender, alluring 
Knows how to please 


617-490-0076 


OUT CALL ONLY 


“KIMBERLY” 


slim, graceful ana caring, 35yr 
unhurmed, warm and tender 


617-228-1227 


OUTCALL 


#1 RIO SHE- MALE 
5'10" brunette 36c-(implants) 24 
34 Functional fit sexy smooth 
tanned body 24yrs beverages 
movies student discounts 


617 578-7228 


* A HANDSOME * 
ITALIAN BOY” 


old, 6'1" 180lbs, in shape 


man to mar 


movies 


Sensual massage 
Daniel 


617-867-0249 
* BRIAN GWM * 


For men-Athietic, handsome, all 
American & well endowed escort 
In/out, safe, private, clean, dis 
creet. Man to Man 


(617) 267-2398 
* CUTEST ASIAN BOY 


Muscular sport-build. 23 
130ibs silky smooth body, nice 
round butt, athletic chest. tanned 
skin Good reputation. No lie. call 
Tak 


617 838-0771 
* DREAM DOLLS * 


24 hour service Erotic exotic Asian 
Swedish and French girls. Fetish, 2 
girl shows naughty nurses, Outcall 
only call us now! 


617-319-7515 


* HOT OT BLONDE. q 


"617 287-8469 
* VANESSA * 


Sexy hot petite blonde, Gorgeous 
Italian Princess 

toned tanned 32B-22-32 outcall 
only, 617 2 avi 2 girl special 


287-8469 
“* WET & WILD ** 


781 267-0680 


eekee 


CONTEMPORARY 
INAMORATA 


ReeKEE 


etherial, numinous and Fastidious. 
34C-19-35, 98ibs. 5°1”. Outcails 


617 437-9362 


Web Address Available 


BODY BEAUTIFUL 


Tanned, toned, sexy body, pretty 
face, long red hair, big bust, sexy 
lips, dress in sexy lingerie, stock 
ings & spiked heels, 36DD-24-34 
incall only 


(781)-289-9846 


EERERERREEE 


617-792-0818 
THE N R for. COL- 
WEG SSS, 


CHRISTMAS BokUS 
Your holiday cheer is here, with 3 of 


Santa's sexy lil’ helpers 
In/Out 


508-345-2528 
*KOE*and* SU* 


Petite, pretty Asian women outcall 
nly 24/7 
Please call for dimensions 


1-866-556-5557 


*“NEW* 
* NOW OPEN* 
NEW* 
New Alternative massage 
matherapy clinic now oper 
the best for the best! Please 
now for appointment you will not be 
disappointed! 


617-592-6049 
2 OF A KIND 


naughty nurses, college girl 
friends who love to share every 
thing. lingerie & heels fetishes & 
more. Hot hot hot daytime holiday 
special rate, Discreet, incall -10 
8pm 7 days 


781-799-1205 
A BRUNETTE DREAM 


6, 36C-26-38, nice butt and a 
pretty fac e. Only 19! Available 
alone or with my girlfriend! Incal 


781-485-0103. 
A CLASSIC TOUCH 


A whispered fantasy « 
Relax, I'm ur dream girl, long 
black hair, luscious lips 4Ss 
intelligent 


617 593-5790 
A HOT ASIAN BOY 


By 140ibs summer smoott 
hot very cute Asia an 1 boy hung, affe 
jonate clean private gay bi-curi 
us welcome. Hot & sensual ful 
body massage 24hr in/out call 


617 267-2037 
A SWEET HEART 


Horny for new love keeping it warrr 
for you seductive girls ready for 
your desires all fetishes welcomed 
for gentlemen only 


617-319-1673 
A TAXI TEASE 


Sexy co-ed needs more fares to 
cover tuition. | will entice you with 
my revealing fetish Taxi driver uri 
form hmm... get my meter running 
& have the fantasy of your life 
incall Only/Now Hiring Ginger 


(617)803-9042. 
A TOUCH OF ASIA 


Experience the total touch from 
head to toe with our beautiful ori 
ental ladies, Call for appointment 
Incalls 


617-782-4936 
'M MIMI 


a {s meg ge Rye Gory | Soom 
Handa te beens 


call me, 1'li 
© 617 247-4457 


ome true 


Duke 


ABBEY 


Tall, slender, sexy blonde. Pure 
pleasure. Treat yourself to the 
finest. Switchable Domination ais 


Outcalls Pager# 


617-465-5511 


ABBY THERAPY 
MASSAGE 


Release tension headache 
stress, shoulder/back pair 
Full body, M-Sun Cambridge 


1-617-876-0432 
“AMANDA” 


I'm 19 with an enticing smile 
Gorgeous profile, 34-24-34. Toned 
in all the right places 

your place 


617 490-2762 


ABSOLUTELY 
SEXY 


Hot Asian girl 5'6" 34( 4-36 fr 
Florida. Let's frolic & play togethe 
incall only 

Call LILY 


617 542-3087 
ADARA’S SWEETS 


Escorts models dancers 
Bachelor, B-day parties Private 
encounter hiring independent 
attractive 18+ models 


617-780-1682 


AFTER DARK 
617-451-0414 
outcall 


ww.afterdarkescorts. net 


ANASTACIA 
Beautiful blonde 32C-22-34 Whats 
your fantasy? Other girls await 
Selectively hiring. in/out 


617-201-4298 
ANNA LEE 


) you want to be with me? Very 
sweet strawberry blonde, blue 
eyes. Incalis 
128 area 


(508) 596-2483 


ALEXANDREA 
#1 PRE-OP © 


New in town re BaxXING time 
ires sing Garte 
} avi. Fast 
all, Hote! 


rt 264-8896 
ALEXIS 


Sexy, Asian pre-of 
38D-26-3€ 
ali me to experience 
# heaven. incall only 
So. Bost locatior 


617-269-4129 
ALL NEW 


usty busty beautiful exoti 
imhurried comfortable pri 
liscreet. I'll be your MVP ask 
Lisa 10am-10pm 

In & out 


617 642-2842 
ALORA 


Alluring, busty, blue-eyed blonde 
great legs, 38 yrs young, firm 
friendly and fun! 


617-527-2564 
ALWAYS HERE... 


Or aAlways there hatever you pref 
ere from furs & nylons to blue jeans 
& boots For all occasions in/out 
calls 


617-721-2100 


Selectively hiring 


ALYNA 


Exotic Asian girl ready to fulfil all 
your fantasies. Hot 26 yrs 5'7" 130 
Ibs 40C-26-36 tanned & toned lin 
gerie. INCALL ONLY 


617 542-4564 
AMBER 


In/Outcalis 24/7 Hiring 


617-201-4427 


AMMIE 
128ibs 22yrs old long 
hair 36C-22 Specialize 
reek. incall or out call Bost 
North Shore 


help wanted 


(617) 442-8597 
ANASTACIA | 


Beautiful blonde 32C-22 hat 
t tantasy? Other side wea 

Selectively hiring 

in/out 24 hours 


617-201-4298 
ANGEL 


Alluring sexy blonde 19 5'4" 105ibs 
32b-20-30 Call me I'll show 
heaven! incall 10am-10pm. Bostor 
area call for appt 

Holiday special rate 


617-780-2200 
ANNETTE 


Hot Latin pre-op. From Ft 
Lauderdale. Bringing some 
shine for those in need. 58 13 


36-24-36, 9" functional.Call me 


617-254-9126 
ARIANA 


Sexy tropical blonde 56 
36C-24-34 for discreet gentle bus: 
nessmen 10am-6prr 


617-254-2656 
ASDORABLE BLONDE 


We are both young sexy & waiting 
for a man to please, one on one or 
together 


"617-893-7059 
ASHLEY IS BACK 


20 yr old student. Blond & 
athletic, fun fit & clean. Outca’ 
creet, prefer prof men. | ck 
Bachelor parties tox 

Avi Dec.19-26th only 


1-617-685-0921 
ASIAN PLAYMATE 


Red hot &sexy sweet & very ser 
sual 38c-24-36 all yours call Ka 
entral local) 


617 427-6261 
Asian She-Male CoCo 


Hot Hot Hot Sexy Asiar 
101 passible 

Model/dancer 
34D-24-38 


617 306-1256 
ASIAN TS 4 MALES 


layla 22 5'5" 36C-25-36 very prett 
sweet & soft spoken. If you'd like a 
nice time plaese call 


617 594-2753 
AT LAST! 


2 real european students Chante 
36D-24-34/Ana 34c-23-32 here f 
the holidays only! Massage 
play. fantasies. 


857-891-6112 
BABY BLONDE 


115 Ibs 
hat like +4 girl next door 


cail§17-970-8603 


BEAUTIFUL 
ANGELS 


Sassy, petite girls with a touch of 
class- 18-25 


617-780-2611 


also hiring 


BEAUTY & BRAINS 
Adorable blonde, blue eyed college 
girl looking to show you an incredi 
ble time. My place or yours 
Anytime 617-2 also avi 


17-251-6996 


BLACK 
MUSCLE GOD 
978-323-0116 


BLACK 
BALLERINA 


Stim and a ad pe pai 

18 years ond a as pie 
a reek avaiable by request incall 
an ask for Vantazia 


-485-0103. 


_ BLACK eee. 


oco Drown skin & oF 
with this sweet pers alit 


yack never rush 


"978 275-0592 


BLONDE 
& YOUNG 


long blonde hair, green eye 
36d-24-34, 135ibs lingerie + heels 
Total hottie! Angelica 


978-275-0592 


BORED 
HOUSEWIFES 


Offering a clean, quiet atmosphere 
for the discriminating gentiemar 
boy next door take a moment t 
remember 


(978) 490-1016 


MC & Visa accepted 


BIKINI MODEL 


32D-20-32. Toned and tanned 
with hair to the butt. Don't be di 
appointed. incall only, ask for Lisa 


781-485-0126. 


Cambodian 
Princess 
In/Out 
617-212-3497 


CARYN 


A full service busty blonde escort 
fluent in all languages, 37 year 


id, pretty sexy and fun. OUTCAL 
NLY 


617-881-8607 
CATHERINE 


years. lrish/American 
hair, pretty eyes 
& intelligent 
Outcall only 


(978) 521-9206 
“CHASTITY” 


19yr chocolate delight 5’7" 1 
36DD deep brown hair & eye 
4hvrs. Other girts av 


781-526-1015 
CHINA’S PRINCESS 


The total pepe pretty, petite & 
sweet. In alis 


617 212- 3497 


CHOCOLATE 
DELIGHT 


Jutrageous & fun guaranteed t 
imload your gun. 5'5', 115ibs 19y 
old bi female brown eyes soft 
thighs in or outcalls 24/7 


617-230-4871 
CHOCOLATE TREAT 


Cum let this exotic dancer tagtalize 
and tease you. 36D-25-36, ali nat 
sral. Gorgeous face and attitude t 


satisty. incall only, ask for Tianna 


781-485-0126. 
CHRISSY 


S sexy brunette 34dd-24-34 
N rth Shore Rite 1 
incall 


781-640- 1665 
COLLEGE CUTIE 


slender 18yr old beauty with long 
auburn hair & bright blue eyes wait 
ng om your call % 

In/out,,,24/7 


617-407-8235 
COUNTRY GIRL 


Long hair, light eyes & busty 38 yr 
old, lovely lingerie. Discretion 
assured. Vert out calls only 8am 


""(878)-681-8666 
Diane 


New upscale location. Route 
2/Mass Ave. Classy, educated 
brunette, 42, 5'2, 38D-28-38 
Diane22222 @ aol.com 


617-865-0590 9AM- 
9PM 


lingerie, sensitive 


DILALAH 

busty brunette 36C-25 
35. 55" 110ibs, 24yrs, I'm very 
frientiy @ike to have a good time 
Incali/Outcall by appt 


508-345-5812 





I ouch 


SENSUAL TOUCH 
SOOTHING, 
RELAXING LADIES 
BEYOND COMPARE 


24/7 
INn/OuT CALLS 


617-319°7385 


in & out calls 


Featuring top-notch Boston Clee 


co-eds asian, hawaiian swedish 
& french! available all day 

& all night! for gentlemen 
who deserve nothing but 
Tale Bed T 

2-girl shows 

schoolgirl fetish 


leather & pleather 
foot fetish 


! 


Now Hiring! 
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Ercont Referral Semnce 


1-800- 698-8829 °e 617-742- 1600 
See our models at www.temprr.come bisa 9 TI 


Aclual model; 


“Exotic Dancer” 


ee 


"Private Introductions For 
A Select, Privileged Few" 


— 
Dec. 19-28 Dec. 18-22 


“Miake Your Fantasy 
Become a Reality" 


with the World Most 
Exquisite Beautiful Miocdets & 
Hottest XXX Stars. 


a tet =i = 1 = bet = >—p ty —4 © F—4 @ 


Atala —> eid et- br-4 @) 8] @ Mele) aa) 


escortreviews  sitereviews  discussionboards _ live chat 
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Py 


+ Make your +4 


Wildest Dreams 
Come True 


* + ee. 
ton. - sat Or BST 


10am — 6pm 181-586-0849 


Te ELS 
Verifiable Incalls Only 


617-562-0595 


* Help Wanted 25-35yrs * 


ix b>o ww wh 
o 
3 


Fy 
“<-"Stasha 
617-267-5037 


Help 


omen-owned and 
operated escort 
GT 4 service; 
*, 0. tenes Safe and supporti 
environment; 
If you're new to 
the business, 


we welcome you 
No transportation required 





We're ready 
ror your 
desires. 
Our 
ereelilaele 
bronzed, 
exotic girls 
will tempt 
and satisfy. 


Gentlemen 
Have you ever contemplated calling an escort, but hesitated at 
the last minute? Or have you had an experience that you consid- 
ered less than ideal? If so, read on. | am an individual, exclusive 
escort offering upscale companionship to the affluent and dis- 
Criminating businessman. Meet me and you'll find that | am 
exactly what you can hope to encounter this way, but rarely do 
Overall | epitamize the ideals of beauty, class, intelligence, refine- 
ment, and ultra-femininity. Physically irresistible with a firm 
petite, hour-glass body, long, silky blonde hair, blue eyes and pale 
skin. Meticulously groomed, excuisitely dressed, well-educated 
cultured, articulate and engaging conversationalist. And of 
course, | have a personality that is warm, patient, and sincere to 
match. All this is a safe, discreet 
and comfortable atmosphere con- 
ducive to relaxation, enhanced by 
candles, wine and incense 


French, 
Italian. Spanish.- 
|B avs yall alae BievAl li fan) 


(617) 319.2460 


see actual photos online 


RatedXclusive.com 


MissKimberlyBstn@aol.com 


Exclusive, expensive, and worth it 
If you've tried calling before 
please try again 


617.499.6969 


©1997 


DONNA 


Hot sexy Asian girl here to please 
and satisfy in all ways. 
only 


ng 
*82 978-239-4807 
EMMA'S ASSETS 


Very petite blonde 23yrs 5'1° 34c- 
21-33, tiny waist with a cute bubble 
butt, college student. Fantasies & 
fetishes. Visual guarantee, Lv 


(508) 504-2089 
EROTIC RANTING 


MOONLIGHT ENTERTAINMENT 
24/7 IN & OUTCALLS 


617-391-3600 
EXOTIC BEAUTY 


Slim, trim, nice 
& tan skin 
In/Out 


617-319-2460 
EXOTIC COMPANIONS 


Attractive females of all nationali 
ties avi all occasions including par 
ties 2 girl shows fetishes Outcall 
incall by appt. ontyf. hiring 


781 640-6728 
Female Models Wanted 


For new website. Earn fee + per 
entage of business. Call for inter 
view 508-789-7472 days, 508-965 
6181 

girlsofprovidence.com 


FINALLY!!! 


No rush excuses attitude or wait 
ing!!! Extremely attractive 27yrs 
exotic dancer type w/ heels, nylons 
& more.. incall N Shore visual guar 
antee. Good girls need apply 


“82 978-265-3565 
FLAVORED NYMPHOS 


We have your favorite flavor 
24/7, 18+ Outcalls only 


617 792-8253 
G.F.E. MERMAIDS 


Will drown you in a sea of affection 
3 Sensual blondes. Connie 38DD: 
25-35, Monica 36D-24-36, Alexis 
34C-21-32. Call Cheryl 


781-286-8682. 
GEISHA GIRL 


Do you desire attention from a gor 
geous sweet Asian girl? I'm that 
girl, !'l sooth your tired bone(s) 


617-212-3497 
GIRL NEXT DOOR 


As American as apple pie...and 
just as sweet!. Classic beauty 24/7 
in or Outcalls 


617 792-0818 
GREEK 


Light skinned black girl/white eyes 
23yrs old, long hair, great body. 
incall ask for Janelle 


781 458-7476 
GUARANTEED 
GOOD TIME 


Spend time with this Italian’ French 
beauty, Hot, green eyes, 34B-22 
Mu 


617-201-6945 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM GABRIELLE 


Blonde California beauty baywatch 
body 34DD-24-34 Outcall/ So 
shore, cape area 


508 654-1226 


Hawaiian Gold 
5’7, Naturally tanned, 34B, 22, 34 
120 ibs, green eyes, long dark hair 
In/Out 


617-201-6945 


HO! HO! HO! 
Robin 24, 36c 24 35 GEF! Chrissy 
24 34D 23 33 Purrfect Suzy 22 32b 
23 33 C’hina Doll” Our place 
93N/495 


617 648-0102 


HOLLYWOOD'S FINEST 
REFERRAL 
Beautiful models, all nationalities. 
very exotic ladies! Bachelor parties 

avi. Outcalls only. 24/7 
617- ‘0 


HOT HOT HOT 


Hot & sensual body massage with 
hot oils & much more! By a profes 
sional cute guy w/a great body & 
strong hands. Bi-curious & first 
time weicome!! Vincent 


617-247-3323 


Innocent College Babes 
Simone petite 19 French with 
brown hair 5’ tall. Call me | love to 
dress in schoolgirl outfits lingerie & 
heels. in/outcall 
2 girl special rate 


617-721-2465 
IRISH LASS 


Newly indep. 26yrs top star of 
TER. 100% irish. Auburn hair green 
eyes multi lingual incalis, Out avi 60 
* 30min rates avi 


978-549-2834 
JANELL & JACKIE 


Beautiful pre-op and 
girl In and Outcalls 


781-388-9833 
617-283-9185 


JASMINE 
Hot Italian babe waiting for you 
Pertect 10, tanned skin. Just visit 
ing, | also have friends avi. outcalis 
only 12pm til 3am. 


*82 781-704-1299 
JENTEL 


New & hottest blonde in town 18yrs 
long legged sexy & playful 34DD- 
24-34 satisfaction guaranteed Call 
me I'll make you smile incall 
Boston area 


617 319-7385 


In & out 


KATHLEEN 
TALL TANNED & ITALIAN 
Fetishes & fantasy. 
uth shore area. Verified 

Outcalls only 


508 294-0861 
KIANA 


20 yrs exotic Hawaiian princess 
36C-24-34 petite, slim Call me, I'm 
full of fun. short brown hair & eyes 
Irvout 24/7. Other girls avi 


781-267-0680 


LESLIE 
SEX KITTEN PRE-OP 
From NYC Back in town. 22yrs oid 
36D-22-36/8" incall only 
DROP DEAD GORGEOUS. 


617 277-0336 


LIKE TO 
GAMBLE 


Bet on a sure thing Adrianne, sexy 
girl who loves to have a good 
time... and her friends will make 
you feel like you've hit the jackpot! 
In or out 


617 504-6971 
617 953-4247 


LISA 
ASIAN SHE MALE 
Hottest look 38D-28-38. 25yrs 5'6 
135ibs smooth body & sweet,Over 
80% repeat 


(617) 566-3334 
LORENA PRE-OP 


New Latin girl in town. Experi- 
enced, specialized in beginners. 
My goal is your best time ever 
Private 


617 288-2505 


MATURE WOMEN 
if you're looking for some time with 
an affectionate, attractive lady and 
appreciate a leisurely session we 
promise not to rush you. Help want- 


ed 
MC & VISA ACCEPTED 


1-978-490-1016 
MELISSA 


Hello gentelmen I'm your Asian 
vixen if your feelin’ naughty call me 
I'm 21yrs old, with short brown hair 
34C, 5'3", 110ibs always ready to 
please & tease. Other girls avi, 2 
girl show specials. Outcail only. 


617 287-8469 


MEN of NEW ENGLAND 
NEW top of the line men. incall or 
outcall 10am-4am 7days Cash or 
credit card safe & discreet. Hiring 


“MICHELLE * 
Green eyed Swedish bionde 
bombshell, 19yrs, sexy, fun intelli- 
gent 59”. 130ibs 34D-22-36, I'm 
always in heels & sexy outfits call 
24/7 outcall only. Come play with 
me and my sexy girlfriends too! 


617 287-8469 
MONIKA PRE-OP 


Carribean beauty 5'4” great body 
with a big surprise. Let me be your 
holiday dream come true 


617-482-8578 


Beginners welcomed 


NAUGHTY & NICE 


Sweet, sexy young ‘thing’ eager to 
tease you... then please you. | will 
dance with/for you in my Erotic Elf 
lingerie Santa never had it so good 
Incall only/ now hiring Tammi 


617-803-9042 
, ! 
Naughty n’ Nice! 


Tina 23 5 24 34 New GFE 
Erika 32 36D 25 35 GFE + 
Danielle, 26, 36D 23 34 “urfs up 
My place 128/90/95N 


617-797-6667 
NEW SERVICE 


Many different girls available col- 
lege students North South Shore 
1/2 hr and hour rates 

Call for details 


339-927-4502 
One Sexy B**ch 


110 5'2” 36C curvaceous biond w 
crystal blue eyes, looking to keep 
warm for the winter. In/Out 


508-345-2528 


PRE-OP 
DIEDRE 


Red Head ENCHANTRESS 
40D-28-36 
She's a woman with a huge ? 


978 452-327 
SEXY PRE-OP 


A beautiful Christie 5'7" 130Ibs 7 
toned & seductive check me out at 
www.christinafoxx.com 

Mon-Thur, 5-11 Fri & Sat 


617-784-7090 


SOUTHERN BELLE 
Tall, thick & sexy blue eyed bionde 
from down south. Call for the time 
of your life. Your place or mine. 24/7 


"617-331-1547 
STASHA PRE-OP 


Sensual sexy satisfying 25yr old 
blonde transexual 36c-25-34 with 
smooth tan skin. Massage Dom or 
relaxing session Boston location 


617-267-5037 
STATUESQUE 
BLONDE 
Nothing is taboo,.. I'm a 


tantalizing treat, come see! 
outcall only 24/7. Dom & Fetishes 


617 792-0818 
STEAMY 


satisfy your desire with me. I'm 
sweet, sexy, Curvy and a tad 
naughty. Come play, you won't 
regret it! 


617-319-2460 


SURE THING 
Pure, natural tanned toned, hot 
hard bod blonde. Manicured, pedi- 
cured with sexy accessories. Full 
serv/DOM avi 


781-267-6225 
SUSAN’S BACK! 


Beautiful, busty rubenesque mas 
suse, 40yr old 5'7" 140ibs, 38DDD. 
Safe & clean regulars preferred 
Outcalls, 


617-794-5246 
SWEET ANGELS 


College girls w/elegance and class 
18-25 avi 24/7. Also hiring 
In/Outcalis 


617-780-2648 
SWEET BLOND 


Pretty, busty, petite & blond 19 year 
old. Ready when you are. 24 hrs 
irvout call 


617-230-6343 
Take A WILD Ride 


On Paradise Island w/Cream 5'7" 
120ibs 36D-24-34. Long red hair 
w/green eyes 

IN & OUTCALLS 


617-792-0818 
TARA 


Attractive, vivacious 32 yr old 
friendly unhurried. You'll be pleas 
antly surprised. Out call only 


617-644-5023 
THATS ITALIAN 


A true beauty with classic looks 
and a fabulous figure will tantalize 
delight and tame your burning 
flame.34B 22 34. In/Out 


617-201-6945 
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
COMPANY 


FOR THE MOST DISTIN- 
GUISHED GENTLEMEN 


781-248-3671 
Always Hiring 
Tony 
Cuban candy Latin man 
Handsome 5’8", Athletic, 9”. Good 
looking & clean 


617-821-2755 


Trim y’r Tree! 
Nadia 25, 36C 24 36 “French Mint 
Andra 31, 36c 24 35 “Miami heat 
isabelle 34C 22 32 Fr. fantasy! Our 
place 128 


617-694-9990 
TYLER PRE-OP 


Is back in town super model 
body.34B-24-34 5'7" 120 Ibs. Call 
me I'm waiting for excitement 


617-254-6345 
VIVIANNA TS 


Beautiful Latina transexual 
388 located in the South end 
24hrs* INCALL ONLYt 


617 427-5074 
Warm n’ Fuzzy 


! 
Electra 23, 34c 23 33 Ex Student 
Helena 24 32B 22 32 “Comic relief 
Marina 23 32B 22 31 “addicted to 
lov’ incall N Sh 128 RT1 


781-795-4025 


We Love Lollipops 
One lick is never enough. Sensual 
busty blondes with sweet sexy lips 
await you in heels and lingerie. My 
place, North or South Shore, Rt's 
93-128-24. Call Cheryl 


617-438-2201, 617- 
438-2203 


WINSOME & WILD 


Aerobic instructor, 25 yrs, is also a 
highly skilled exclusive * expensive 
erotic artist. Share my city suite for 
an hour or 2 while | massage away 
your stress & explore your libido 
Please be patient as | verify care 
fully. Photos are avi. to qualified 


respor dents. 
617 499-4819 





















Th WDD 
% *¥ Care x 
stonishin a7 1" 


maging : 
b ag if a 


Gono uROUS, 
Breath Taking 


Trancexual 
(What wou see ig really w } 


Female 
Also 
Available 
SBEEE 
Jenifer Juggs 


HURRICANE TONGUE 
(She male) 
36c-34-36 OFF. 


207-871-0097 24/7 





Gorgeous Pre-Op 
New in Town 
Fully Functional 
5'8" 360-24-36 
23 yrs old 

does not accept 


private calls 
in/out 


617- 594) 3 





Boston/Mass Ave/egirl show avail. 





PHAAAD AAA 4444 444444444 


Exoti ti jcaZ. one ae 





Christmas 
Caribbean Cutie 


Tall 20 yr old with long legs 
small waist has a desirable, deli 
cious, and delectable booty, wait 
ing to be unwrapped for holidays. 
In and Out calls 
Now Hiring 


401-270-4000 


MISTRESS 
Sexy,sassy,sensational, 18 yr 
old seeks discreetness with 
tantalizing excitement. In and 
Out calls 


Now Hiring 
401-383-1004 


SLIPPERY 
TONGUE 


Gorgeous 19 yr old is 135 Ibs 
9 waist and 36 D size chest is 
pots agpeey4 Reeme naughty, 
asty yoy t told fantasies 
2 404 it ig 


401 965-141 2. 


Sultrybitch2c 


Bostonian 
Blondes 


PA*DAADO*AD**E 


"Large selection of lingerie, 
fishnets, thi-hi's 
‘Yeresses. Drag, and 

bot dence are ape 


“ Se 


6l7. 10 B 


548 Mass. Ave, Cambridge 


TD - Central Square - Red Line 





=. 
= 


vovervrvrrvevevevowvrwovevswve 


w~rvrrornrvwerveree 








DECEMBER 20, 2002 ADULT SERVICES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 7 





Gorgeous 


She-Male 


Sheila 








meet bad people. 




















A good place to 


EROSGUIDE.COM 


617.821.2755 


Adult Section 
Holiday Deadlines 
Issue: 12/27/02 
Deadline: 12/19/02 by noon 


Issue: 1/3/03 
Deadline: 12/26/02 by noon 











Holiday Office Hours 
11/27/02 - close 3:00pm 
12/24/02 - close 3:00pm 
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» 8 
Val iianellailal 
z 5 ; | iD 
You know our phone lines. You know our websites. You know the best adult services in the world come from aE Ae Eh mate Ch ete Wt ») 
National A-1, but who are we? For almost 15 years, National A-1 has been working to meet the needs of uninhib- 


ited, open-minded individuals like you, providing state-of-the-art voice personals, amateur chat, live talk lines 
& adult websites at rock-bottom prices that other companies can't match. No wonder we're the industry leader 
The area's hottest men & women come to play on Boston's #1 Talklim’. Real local people reveal what they ne HE ae 


need in voice personals categories from mild to wild --and everything in between. Amateur talk, too. Best of 
all, these singles are in your own backyard. Pick up the phone and start meeting people now! 

Indulge your sexy side on Intimate Encounters, a phone line where guys and girls of all lifestyles exchange 
live messages or talk privately, one-on-one. Thousands of callers all day and night - you won't believe how 
many different voices you'll hear, whispering secret desires, begging you to help fulfill them. Safe, discreet 
and oh so satisfying. Treat yourself to hot amateur talk, or try one of our live fantasy girls, who'll do anything 
for you! Horny fun is just a phone call away 


We offer some of the hottest web sites where everyday seule can n explore their fetishes and iaatosies. 
Singles.com - Spanking. com Sextoys.com 


tab. igles People want to meet you ame says it Adult toys, lotions, clothing, condoms 
all! Totally Free mame it 


Kinkysingles.com Escorts.com Girls.com & Teens.com 


Explore your Kinky Side Find a Lady Tonight! Totally Free #1 Web adult site! New Content Added Daily 


Med ee 
HOUSEWIVES freemen HOT & HORNY LOCAL GIRLS! 


800-795-7865 900-993-7764 kuzsnsic Rtas I wrets bomweon RAS Goce: 
R()0)-397-9377 9()-226-7776 Senate aces adil : share thier hot fantasies with. 


sob-een-anee ‘ae Talk to local girls from i, 
8()-811-8722 9()-993-5 190) 800-351-2637 ; ' all over the country who are o 
aiikstven tole’ Nery 800- 399-2625 , ; looking for some quick, hot fun, 
504 min Remember, women get horny @ i 
too! Try it, you'll be surprised 


HOT & PRIVATE CHAT #@ BLACK TRANSSEXUALS nals | ALWAYS HOT, ALWAYS LIVE 


with other callers NOW! DESIRE WHITE MEN! Pr. 
CONNECT with REAL MEN & WOMEN! No phone operators a ae 


Ye bing No CrCard eas. pam, gaye. 2867 (BUNS) 900-993-3621 888-665-2522 


Adults only $1.99/min 900-255-7778 Adults Only From $2.99/min. 


1-900-990-7300 
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WHEN YOU DON'T WANT TO 


TALK 


» ABOUT THE WEATHER! 


BOSTONS HO TTEST LIVE TALKLING 


For Casual Dates 
: & Wildside Chat 
SAFE SEX LARGE & LOVELY 


1-617-550-3333 1-617-550-6666 fa s ! free to call! 
FANTASY TV/TS — 
1-617-550-7777 1-617-550-8887 [a i 2 (617) 395-9000 


1-617-550-2222 ua Sipree EN 1-617-550-7399 a ™ (401) 223-7070 


(SEXX) at (508) 635-9595 


| 4 ee 7 Oi 7 
HARD, PUMPED & READY FOR ACTION 


tte MEN’S ROOM ° 
‘oom i Aw aot 2 07 67 6) 


CRUISE LINE 


1-61 7-550-4000 —age 


ey mR eae | TRY IT FREE! MORE LOCAL SINGLES 


Boston 


Nort Shore (978) 867-2177 

South Shore (781) 602-6022 te . 

Needham 781) 898-2799 ; 

Woburn (781) 528-6022 2 , CHATLINE 

New Bedtord (508) 742 2070 a a “4 Lawrence 

Worcester (508 metre, “ OM; 978-722-2444 

Other Local Numbers 
1-888-465-4588 a el en 

-888- i€ 508-638-0088 

pape 1-088-201-4080 a | seen or charge by phone: 
| 1-900-255-1212 bi 781-898-2777 
$249/min 


Call To Find Your Ta oa - , 1 -900-484-4949 


Local Number 


1-888-245-4545 — ; 100 min $49/call 


www.Livelinks.com 


America's Boston 


Favorite (IWsé 848- eye) | 


Chatline HGai iaiecawuk 


Charge Credit Card 1-888-777-5353 89¢/min 
Charge Phone Bill 1-900-289-4444 $1.99 min. 18+ 
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HOT 
= WET 
4 WILD 


900-226-7778 *'*” 
800-811-8722 -” 
900-993-5190 
800-806-4323 (HEAD) 


EXCITING 
SHE-MALES 


have a surprise for you! 
888-750-2868 
900-993-9402 


idults only $2.99+ min 


hl Horny Teens 

want to explore 
their fantasies 
800-539-3369 
900-993-5924 
800-791-8336 

133))) 
900-226-7776 


18+ $1.99+/min. 


: Large Hot 
>¢ Girls 

a 800-336-5977 

900-993-5190 


From $2.50+/min 
800-382-3478 
» 900-993-4176 
From $2.99+/min 


800-379-1999 


99 per min. Adults only 


SEXY SHE-MALES 


need men to excite! 
888-750-2868 900-993-9402 


Adults only $2.99+/min 


51 7-TALK ives 
Hao EF 
(4% ity ’ We 


alll one ON SE 
960- 950-0600 $ 3.99 per minute 
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HOT HORNY | Large Sexy 
BABES Girls 


want to SWALLO\ are keeping it warm for you! 


pepsi ACTUAL NAMES & #’S 


900-993-4176 
900-993-1598 800-382-3478 
18+ $2.99+/min 


Intimate connections USA! 


900-226-7778 888-687-5425 (LICK) 

TV’s Lookin 
yy urious Guys: 
588-854-8272 900-993-8267 


From $2.99/min Must be 18 or older 


Use 
td 4 


( TRIAL 
CODE 
Boston 


eal nied 1000 


aoe 
i i 
dae) - 
407 " 
Wor 
Sos 65.1 ) 


Over 7,000 girs call se hot, | ive chat = hrs a day! 
Nast 
y TALK 


TEES > LIVE 


Want to = 
Palrs 
Moan. - 


900-993-1598 


HOT 


$1.99+/MIN 
900-226-7776 


800-337-5747 


888-455-6900 coon 


HOT CHAT sini 


800-774-8255 800-558-0005 
800-255-7778 800-806-4323 


HORNY SHE-MALES 
NEED HOT LIPS! 
Adults Only From $2.99/min 
900-993-3621 
888-665-2522 
800-430-2232 


SUBMISSIVE 
WOMEN 
want to bend over for you! 
900-745-3472 
800-515-4746 


Real Names 
& Phone 
Numbers 


WANT IT 
FROM BEHIND! 


800-515-4746 900-745-3472 


Fantasies of | | HORNY GIRLS © 
doing a want heavy men! 
900-993-8267 

8858348272 


NEED 
MORE 


EXCITEMENT? 


900-255-7778 
888-284-4277 (iss) 


ONLY $199PERMIN 18+ 
800-270-8510 
900-435-7250 


$3.49 PER MIN 


Many different women to talk with! 


$31/ 25 minutes 
1-800-753-0244 


MC- Vise Amex-Disc 
www.lipservicephonesex.com 


sofSex S9/call 1-866-455-3900 


ADULTS ONLY FROM $2.99/min. 


LIVE HOT TALK 18+ $1.99+/min. 


%* HOT PHONE SEX * 
ONE-ON-ONE 


MEN * WOMEN * Bi 
GAY * SHE-MALE 
x*kwekek xk 
CALL NOW FROM 
ANYWHERE IN 
THE USAI 


1-900-990-7111 


$1.99/min. NO MINIMUM 


ADULTS ONLY 


Talk to P| Model 


Hot local girls 
S66 304 HOTT 
Toll Free 


900 93990 7010 


$1.29 /min 


www.snatchthisup.com 


TRY FREE! Use Cove 5158 
= One Loca. NUMBERS CALL: 
1-877-644-LOVE (5683) 


pete com 


1-800-977-4588 99¢/mnin. 1-900-438-5683 $' 


HOLLA AT me 


SB su502.8022 
wat: 508.688,0080 


= More Local Numbers 1-800-943-VIBE (8423) 


Charge to your phorie bill 1-900-438-2400 $1.99/min. 18+ 
Charge by Credit Card 1-800-991-VIBE (8423) - 89¢/min 





“Always talk CALL NOW 
? to ‘Strangers. of local singles! 


a | 


*\ a lavalife” 
) nh Where singles click” 


ih (617) 475-9000 
(508) 713-0000 


- Enter code 121 
Guys, 1s! time buyers only ate for 1 hour! 


st D details 
phone company y charnes may | apely 


HORNY 
YMPHOS 
LIVE! 


| HARDCORE SEXi! 
| 1-800-733-NiKI 
(6454) 


MC/ViSA/AMEX/8& CHECKS 
$2.99-$5.99/min. 18+ 


ingles! 


mg" LIVE CHAT! 


| § Record & listen to ads J 


free: 


(code: 2222) 


« 4781)860-7441 


: ©Origin. 18+. Customer service 800-440-8050. 


NAUGHTY 


LOCAL GIRLS 
WANT TO GET NASTY WITH YOU! 


1-888-355- — 


PER 
MIN 
18+ 


1-900-772-6000 x 
1-473-444-0488 in" 
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» 
x. Boston 
(617) 338.9990 
FREE code 1665 


peor ete Ne = 4 Bl Boston's Hottes 


Live Talk Line 
781-721 S00. =a |-617-976-4000 
Use FREE Access Code 2908 


enema Ladies Call FREE 
Tr “us weitisee at wwww.Dating.com 


a I-800-265-LIVE 
(5483) 
. ge For HOT B & D Action 
1.0 ; teline wre |-6I7-976-5000 
1.617.328.3546 


18-60 years | 
and Shemales. ; ss ae 
isleReleim Yalie—-y Dotvween Our 


ais 9 5 4 Ek 38-6969 i aleol—ial> ay veo/ 0) i ae od —) ag le) at- | f— 


Discover, pre-pay 





o\S| Bae OT 
GET SOME?) © | | TV's & TS's 


Connect to the HOTTEST [> _ Sitaines want to meet 
personals in America! gl Bl-Curious Men 
LISTEN TOAND RESPOND TOADS J aia a8 for Excitement 
900-725-4640 °°" & — 18+ $2.99+/MIN 
800-336-5977 é 800-797-6366 
800-455-6900 °™ | _ 900-745-3509 
900-226-7776 d i , 4 800-430-2232 
eutites| Connect intimately LONELY WIVES 
eat | With other callers 
800-797-6366 7 7-5425 (LICK) || 800-352-7548 

900-745-3509 tole OPLE ae = ge . $1.99 m HOO rif ante 


Kinkysingles.com 
Explore your Kinky Side! 
= Totally Free! 
Spanking.com 
The name says it all! 
Totally Free! 


Fantasy! Fetish! Domination! Leather & Chains! 


-617-976-5000. 


39¢ Per Min 


Ladies Call Free!!! 1-800-550-OBEY 


KINKY PHONE a | 


For Up To TWENTY- FIVE MINUTES! 


TERE'S NONE BETTER, THERE'S NON CHEAPER, SHOP AND COMPARE! 


THEN CALL CHICAGO'S BEST XXX RATED! 


LIVE + LIVE + LIVE + LIVE + LIVE + LIVE + LIVE 4-900-407-7774 - $1 “/min. @ TR 


Reg, Sex, Dom, Cross Dressing, Inc! All Fetishes, Nothing Forbidden 


1-773-878-8000 


PAY/DISC 


ExoticaZone 


Pe CLEC UL RCM | HOT and 2" 
HAVE A BIG SURPRISE! fee 
CHAT be 


900-999-3621 888-665-2522 | /smensze FAN 


Adults Only  $2.99-5.99/min. Fram $250!nin 
LEATHER MISTRESSES SEEK 


EXtremMemMe TraiNing 


898-206-2667 
7778 


Pl STURT UE | 900-255-777 
B&D poet 


& sc Ie 
« . \ Soni che uae periehes HOT FOR NEW LOVE? 
C AN gpg yee 100'540-0005. 900-226-7776 


900-745-3483 


@ Z 800-591-6239 05: 900-725-4640 900-336-6977 


$3.49/pec min ADULTS ONLY 


Adults Only $2.99+/Min 
Chae 
HOUSEWIVES “ 
# a 800-795-7865 3). 
18+ $1.99-5. 99/ i. 900-993-7764 “inin” 
800-735-3648 om | [College Babes 
900-745-3479 rove ou desire older men! 
+ $1.99+ /min. 
) 800-539-3369 


900-993-5924 
900-226-7778 


» \HotiHorny 
qs 5 \ealtoe Girls 


VISA, M/C, AMEX PHONE BILL MULTIPLE BILLING OPTIONS 


_ 800-393-2633 * 900-435-1930 * 800-774-8255 | 


800-270-8510 900-435-7250 on 


800-379-1999 900-255-7778 | | a9s-206-2667;.15) 


‘i Wet, 
orny gir 
need it! 
800-351-2637 
: 900-993-2809 
BI-CURIOUS MEN SEEKING TO | 
FULAILL YOUR FANTASIES? | 800-416-6699 
adults only. $ 1.99+per min. 900-255-7778 


oe 900-993- -2970 pee 
: -800-923- -6253 18+ $1.99+/min 


TRANS- 
SEXUALS 


want to 
explode 
for you. 


900-308-5683 


900-993-1392 
800-430-2232 


UBMISSIVE 

Crohn HE willing 
to please The Boss! 
900-435-4235 
800-353-2569 


Adults Only $2.99+ /Min. 


YOUNG GAYS NEED SERVICING 
FROM OLDER MEN! 
800-605-4897 
900-993-2947 


18+ FROM $2.99/MIN 





Bosto 
(617)423. 


(401)738.7788" 
Portland (207)828% 
Hartford (860)242.36 


use code 2745 


Wolo. \ GIViaN 
LIVE CHAT 
Aol Cel SVN 


www InteractiveMale com 
1-900-446-1212 ($1.99/min.) 1-888-626-5463 (99¢ /min.) 18+ 


MYSTIQUE 


Dungeon Par Excellence 


| 
is 


‘a. i 
__— . 


Greater-Boston' s PREMIER 


Fully-Equipped, Professionally Staffed 
Discreet, Multi-Room BDSM Facility 


Genuine Dominas & Submissives 


(781) 388-9990 


mystiquedungeons.com 


7 days -11 am to | am ~ Women and Couples Welcome 


XXX-ADULT SER- 
VICES 


AGA's Highland Ta 
Live Entertainmen 
Washi ingt nm St Bostor 


>-OOarr 


“aoe 427-6514 
AMATEUR PHONE ex 


t 


1 -900- 407- 7774 


Gay Night Out! 


GET SEX 
TONIGHT! 


(617)245-1005 
START DATING 
LOCALLY! 


ays FREE 


fo B e & Send 


(617)338-9990 
Code 6058, 18+ 


VIBELINE » 


an-Amer 


617-502-9022 


1-806°843-8423, 


re MA #'s18+ 


VOYEURS 
Listen in on actual live 
phone sex! 


1-906-745-3138 or 
1-800-830-5669. 


18+. $2.50/mir 


WANT TO GET 
LAID? 


This isn't the largest ad 
THIS IS THE LARGEST 
VOICE PERSONALS in 
New England. Thousands 
of listings!!! Girls, guys, couples 
swingers. They are all here! 
Many with real names & phone 
numbers. Don't be left out 
CALL N 
GET IT ON TODAY 
1-900-835-DATE (283) 
1-800-824-5243 
18+, $2.99/min 


What's Your Fantasy! 
Find hot couples and singles for 
discreet encounters and play 
NOW on the Confidential 
Connection. Record and. Ligten 
FREE! 18+ 781-721-4473 Use 
Access code 6102 


PRAT SER, RT 
XXX-ADULT 


EMPLOYMENT 


$ ADULT $ 
_ $ FILMWORK $ 


filer magazine 


1-800-709-4002 
$ NOW HIRING $ 


tic Fanta 


” 617-803-9042 
Erotic Bivd, 


| 617-450-8637. 


Exotic Dancers Wanted 


all 978-36 


Female Massage 
Therapists Wanted 


reat 
yrea 
6333 


Female Models Wanted 
F new website. Earn fee + per 

tage of business. Cal 
nterview 508-789-7472 days 
508-965-6181 


yirlsofprovidence.com 


Seekin European. 
International ladies to 
earn big money part 
time. Safe environment. 
Please call Tess at 
1-800 698-8829. 


WORK IN ADULT 
FILMS. 


No Experience - All Types & 
Sizes. Films-Magazines-Internet 
Sites. Meet Hot Women & Men 

Get Laid, Get Paid 

Call Today 10AM-6PM M.-F 


1-800-553-5921. 


YOUR ADULT HELP 
WANTED AD HERE 
CALL 617-859-3300 
FOR MORE DETAILS. 
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New I nglands Best 


Adult Entertainment Services! 


MILD to WILD! 


suaranteed Attractive Female and Male Performers for all occasion 
No party too small’ * One hour door to door! 


The hottest 1 & 2 2 girl show! 


No Escorts ¢ Private dancers 


1-800-3 


00-6787 


ctwork.or 


HE = 2. 


ALWAYS CHEAP! 18+ LIVE 


ADULT ACTION! 
1-800-675-5525 


NANCY- 21, 5’6”, 115ibs. 


fm lonety! 
1-473-488-0083 


LOCAL DATE LINE! 
Meet local singles! 
1-664-412-5204 


EAVESDROP! 
011-8787-2317 


BOSTON GAY MEN! 
Date/Party! 24hrs! 
1-664-492-4926 


LIVE SEX! 
011-6787-2315 


READY & VWAILLEVG! 
1-473-468-0421 


HOT! NEW! LIVE! ADULT! 
XXX! 18+ int. LD 
1-784-480-0024 


ALL LIVE! 24H 
BOSTON PARTYLINE! 
1-664-492-3051 


HOT GIRLS 
LIVE SEX TALK! 
1-473-468-0520 


BOSTON GIRLS! 
NAMES & NUMBERS! 
1-473-468-0515 


BOSTON BLACK PARTY- 
LINE! 


1-864-482-3048 


Amber- 18yrs, 5'1" 
97s, hot, wet, tight! 
1-876-468-3315 


Sarai 19yrs, big chest- 
ed, fm wet & horny! 
1-800-486-0283 


HARDCORE SEX! LIVE! 1 
ON 1 24HRS! 
011-6787-2461 


Eavesdrop! 
Listen in to Live Sex! 
011-6787-2460 


Oral Sex! 
1-664-492-3056 


College Girts! 
1-473-488-0516 


Horny Wives! 
011-6787-2463 


NAUGHTY & NICE! 
1-473-468-0521 


BOSTON SWINGERS! 
24HRS! LIVE! 
1-876-872-4412 


Gay! Hardcore! 
1-876-488-3343 


Hardcore! 
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To listen or respond, call 617-976-7587 


ve 


*BI FEMALE SKS.. 


i-white fe 


44DD 
ed | say more’? Hedoni 

ligent, attractive 

black/black, seeks adventur 
dus, social, powerful male, female 
or couple. | am into fetish, body 
worship, role playing, spanking, 6x 
hibitionism, porn, dom/sub and 


yeneral kink. $1695 (exp 1/26) 


AFTERNOON FUN 


3BW is free days for 


me fun. T 
explore all kinds of fetish fantasy 
Be open-minded, clean, and fina 
ally secure. | am a sub/dom and 
love to explore all kinds of things 


P1624 (exp 01/18) 


AQUATIC 
GODDESS 
30-something SWF, Aquarius, long 

nde hair, striking blue eyes 
Jancer’s body and brains to back 
it up Seeks handsome, intelligent 
well-rounded SWM 30-40 years 
old, tallish, swimming companion 
for refreshing dips. It's gonna be a 

ng hot summer. | Know some ot 

Joor spots, tell me yours -and let's 
the deep end. Bathing suits 


O09 (exp 01/18) 


BLACK CAT 


fe 


BORED IN 

THE ‘BURBS 
} ? 130 Ibs, blue/ blonde 
attractive, fun, professional with a 
wild side seeks SWM 


mor, mentally and 


)-40, fit 
Jood sense of h 
financially secure who wants both a 
relationship and a “good time.” Cu 

JS about kinky stuff, and would 
be willing t 


juy... 11 


BOUNDED 
ed, tied, worshiping you 
nN submissive 


€ our curious 


BROWN 
BABY DOLL 
ex-model seeks SWM 45 
for private modeling massage 
fantasy and other clean fun 


TP 1940 (exp 01/10) 


CHOCOLATE 
BI-FEMALE 
NEEDS TLC 

Help get me through my horny days 
& nights. My fantasies are multi 
plying. Seductive 28 year old mar 
ried black female needs an attrac 
ve bi-female, not curious, any 
age 25-40 to be my special 
noker, average body 


ha + 
share, just yo 


COMES WITH 
ROPE 
SWF, 45, curly dark 
rvaceous figure, seek 
1 sometimes nasty 


put her through her 


make her demonstrate her 


nfront of other 


CRIME AND 
PUNISHMENT 
hort bionde Nair, good 
reen eyes seek 
oking SWM 
Ss hot Ti unife rm for a se 
al crime spree with me. I'm open 
minded, kink Curious, and adver 
turous, nothing to crazy but 
to try almost anything. Let's 


aught in the act. I'm safe 


height/weight proportionate, D/D 
free, so should you. No head games 


please. 4P1692 (exp 1/26 


EXPLORATION? 
Zany, playful F, 33 


» 6°, red/brown 


Curvaceous 

seeks soft 
spunky free-spirted female 20-40 
to explore general kinky, sexy fur 


‘TP 1683 (exp 1/26 


EXTREMELY 

GORGEOUS 

STATUESQUE 
STRAP-ON BUTCH 
) for sugar mamma or 


iscreet safe fun 


FETISH BETTY 
BOOP 

Fairy Girl submissive, 31, black 
hair/deep brown eyes, cute and 
smart and a little bratty seeks 
fjominate, older, brilliant vampire 
who is for an intense relationship 
based in intimacy, trust and your 
ability to push my boundaries 
BP 1694 (exp 1/03) 


FOXY ASIAN 
FEMALE 
24 years old, 5'0 ft 
shapely, in open relationship see 
ng weil built, attractive males, fe 
nales & ouples for hot times 


P1855 (exp 01/18 


GENEROUS GENT 
ninded clean financially sta 

yght by pretty female fo 
ique relationship. Sincere replies 


nly B?: exp 1/1 


GODIVA 
Enigmatic, SF, 19, 5'4, very sien 
Jer, long black green eyes 
seeks slim, well mannered 
joth/industrial SM 18-24 (height 
inder 6 ft) for goth clubbing, par 
ties, & visiting abandoned mental 


institutions. 41401 (exp 01/1 


'M SUGAR, DADDY 
et me pamper and sooth yot 
every day doldrums. Lets explor 


hampaign & fabulous ad 


INTERESTED? 
Pretty plus sized female seeks 
cere mature financially secure 
yentleman for mutually beneficia 


relationship. 41937 (exp 1/26 


IRISH VIXEN 
Adorable sexy 20 year old at 
tached female 5'4" with a hot body 
and large full breasts seeks bi-fe 
nale, weight proportionate, 18 
45, to join me for some hot wet fun 

ouples with voyeur husbands 


welcome. £1740 (exp 01/18 


LESBIAN VOYEUR 

SKS SHOWOFFS 

ke appreciative eyes on you? Get 
the undivided attention and e 


yuragement YOU deserve fr 


able to keep your hands to your 


wn hot self! P1495 (exp 01/10 


LIKES TO LICK 
Bi-female 39 attractive buxom 
auty very femmine brown hair 
and eyes seeks femmine female 
for erotic encounters. No couples 

or men. £2041 (exp 01/31) 


LIL SUBMISSIVE 
Seeks master with a sweet heart 
strong hand and stern but soothing 
voice. SWF, 37, 5'4, 125, long black 
hair, brown eyes, works out, enjoys 
the arts, hopes to make a real con 
nection with sincere dom, any age 
(but prefer someone who is experi 
enced) for my first go round in the 
world of BDSM. Make me the best 
toy you've ever had. Must be D/D 
free. P1106 (exp 01/18) 


LINGERIE MODEL 
LOOK ALIKE 
ired of bar scenes but not looking 


settie down? 


ng legged with dazzling 


am 5’9, slim, fit 


personality, SWM, 2 

his act together, loves life, his job and 
yman who knows how to handle 

herself. 41186 (exp 01/10 


Oking for a bi*curious girl..t 


g 
have some fun with. | am in my 
0's. intelligent 

have a 


venture 


LOOKING FOR 
SOME FUN 


LOOKING FOR 
SOME FUN 


MISSWHIPYOU 


OOKING yn 


yw Difemale 


MISTRESS RULES! 
You obey! Humorous, cruel gor 
geous, blond, lifestyle domina ac 
epting truly submissive PWM & bi 
SWF. B/D, housework, foot wor 
ship, humiliation, S/M. Safe conf 


dential. 21948 


exp 01/18) 


Multiracial tall fit very good looking 
financially se 
maies 


females for plea 


ure, £82276 (exp 1/10 


OPEN... 
Submissive males and females 
wanting serious training and open 
to exploring all aspects of B&D 
may inquire to the pretty shapely 
dominatrix. 41743 (exp 1/26) 


PAGAN FRIENDLY 
Sensual, spiritual, loving SF, 26 
5'4", brown/brown, seeks SF or 
TVW/TS, 20-40 who is sensuous 
playful, honest and caring for kink 
ing fun and experimenting with 
role playing, sm/bd, dom/sub 
body worship and modification 
191697 (exp 1/26) 


PAIN AS PLEASURE 
SWF, 34, academic by day, fun lov 
) freak by night, into bondage 
humiliation, dressing up slutty and 
all forms of slave training. Seeks 
one talented, creative, and articu 
late master (age and race unim 
portant) to put me through my 
paces. Please be sincere, exper 
enced, and tell me why | should put 
myself in your capable hands. Sir 
ere replies only, please. P1187 


exp 01/10 


PINK PIGLET 
Honest, outgoing, very curvaceous 
SF, 30 seeks strict, com 
manding man or woman, 30-40 for 
fetish play, spanking, dom/sub and 
i little SM/BD. | am turned or 


tattoos, too. P1700 (exp 1/2€ 


all costs $2.69/minute. Must be 18+. Outside Greater Boston call 900-226-8559 


BE WICKED 


Join Erosphere for a vacation 
where anything goes! 


Oasis Of Sin at Hedonism Ili 
in Runaway Bay, Jamica 
Feburary 22 - March 1, 2003 


“PP not including airfare 


RU 4 ME? 
Mature, educated, 20 something 
plus size single Black female look 
ing to meet an older professional 
gentleman, preferably white. Sin 
gle or married okay. I'm up for 
Close friendship w/ many possibil- 
ities. | enjoy theatre, travel, muse 
ums, dinners and love to be 
spoiled. Come enjoy a whole new 
experience w/ me. A touch of class 


& elegance. £1942 (exp 01/10) 


RENDEZVOUS 
MWF, 42. tall, redhead, good figure 
in open marriage seeks S/D/MWM 

fit, boyishly handsome 

screte afternoon 

unters. Looking to boost pas 

sion my marriage by taking a 
paramour. if you think you have 


what it takes to tt 


> clothing 
optional sail 


> starting 
at $986* 


all reservations 


fi0.2220 xe18 


SEEKING MALE 
OR FEMALE 
SUBMISSIVE 

Come together strict, firm explo 
ration sought by this pretty domi 
nant woman. €%8721 (exp 01/03) 


SEEKING O 

Sweet sultry, Bi Dom Female 33 
beautiful and Irish, seeks sub Bi 
female, 18-40 any 

sane, B&D, S&M exploration. Mild 
to wild all limits respected and as 
sured, please be height weight 
proportionate, no single males or 
ouples, but only a husband as a 
voyeur. Lets have a spanking good 


time. 2175 


SENSUOUS 
AND SEXY 
Fun-loving, attractive, long blond 
hair, petite, hourglass figure seeks 
financially secure, kind, business 
executive type for mutually, bene 
ficial relationship. Please be ser 
ous-minded, clean and discree 


79635 (exp 1/03) 


cbivd.com 
Personal, call 


-3383 


SEXY, SAUCY 
AND INSATIABLE 
Foxy SBF, 50, newly divorced is 
eager to put a little excitment back 
10 years of loveless 
marriage has left me ready, willing 
and able for some real fun. Look 
ing for a SBPM, 50-55 who takes 


in her life 


care of his health, still has some 
dreams 
the right connection. Not looking 
for a long term relationship, just 
long time in bed. Boston area 


P1490 (exp 01/18 


left and is searching for 


SPANKY 

Hot little brunette, SWF, 29, face 
like an angel, body that could break 
the devil, has been bad to the bone 
and needs a spanking in the worst 
way. Paddle, cane, switch, cat 0 
ine, it’s all good. You be a SWM 
real biker or biker type (mustache 
and body ink a plus) 30-55, and 

od at old-fashioned discipline 


fetish/leather wardrobe a 


lus. P1411 (exp 01/18 


To place your Erosphere Personal, call 617-859-3383 Monday - Friday 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
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Bi MALE 
ADULT PARTIES } | FORC OUPLE W ENGLAND LEATHER ALLIANCE 


FETISH Ay 


T 


COUPLES 
boston park 
fe) f-¥4- Male) (c) 


64 arlington street, 
boston 


LOOKING FOR LOVER january 11 & 12th 


ORAL Si 
~ saturday, 11am-6pm 


sunday 11am-3pm 


ray ' admission $10 


. te no one under 18! do not bring 
por REE! children. no non-human pets. 
a ys 4 - ~ se this is a non-smoking event. for 
spas pomp Schaaghetes updates call the NELA hotline at: 


Tt 
e TOYS 


COUPLES PARTIES Tt 


hy tun and ent FLORIDA 
tractive ated prof NEWYEARS 
NIBBLEFEST 


KEPT WOMAN 


EROTIC FANTASY’'S 
SELF k 1, WI A HELPING HAND 
: ‘ ‘ GRATIFIC ATION ’ . atch XXX ’ 
call " , MWM 45, fit, average k . AA strc 
617.859.3383 [Remon ome | er. Lo 
mon - fri, Vam - 6pm Nort “" 
tax FOR WOMEN ONLY LETS GO CRAZY!! 
youre ac at a SPANKING 
617.425.2670 
headline: $8/week yone~lapene-satearclin+ rod peaignrtie- echatesay tee od wae 
15 words: $20/week ' a? & tent 
2 week minimum 


includes FREE voicemail 


ts) P21 
POLICE OFFICER 


after placing your Erosphere Personal 
you will receiv@ instructions on 


recording"your voice greeting and 
retrieving your messages 


. AC 
GJ -1-t-10) TAL 


Email us at erosphere@phx.com. Browse,personals or place an ad at adult.bostonphoenix.com 


Bm 





invites you to an 


Adult ae) TOY Party | iy, 


, December 18th 
3-5pm_ AMAZING SUPERSTORE, 3-Spm_ AMAZING, Weymouth, MA 
Bristol, CT 8-1 Opm AMAZING SUPERSTORE, 
8-1 Opm AMAZING, Groton, CT P™ peabody, MA 


Thursday, December 19th Saturday, December 21 st 
3-5pm AMAZING, Stuart St. BOSTON 3-Spm AMAZING SUPERSTORE, 


8-1 Opm AMAZING SUPERSTORE, Tharters Ave, EE 
Medford, MA 8-1 Opm AMAZING SUPERSTORE, 


- INFORMATION ON mesaasossnorieael TOYS © Be b : aa 
- LIVE PRODUCT DEMONSTRATIONS! ee ‘€ o Nang 


rm 
*FREE GIFTS! -PHOTOGRAPHS! -FREE AUTOGRAPHS! ~ ne Sex is ame 
a ith purchase of any Gift Certificate 


Siia,y PERACTIVE ADULT DVD HEADQUAR TERS 


MASSACHUSETTS RHODE ISLAND CONNECTICUT —— 


FAIRHAVEN, MA JOUNSTON, fut 


1 Ave. Video Rentals, Cinema armiington Ave Video Rentals 7 beled rth _ 
: PROVIDENCE, Ri > MANCHESTER, CT : 
* : Thurbers Ave. Video Rentals, Preview Booths : 49 Broad St. Video Rentals VIDEO E PO 
ng : WARWICK, RI : NORTH STONINGTON, CT : x 
: feo Rentals : 2 Norwich-Westerly Rd-Rt. 2. Video Rentals : AND MAGAZINE CENTER 
*“Bouligue : _ N.KINGSTOWN, RI >. WETHERSFIELD. CT : PORTLAND, ME 
: t. | Preview Booths, Video Rentals > 666 Congress St Preview Booths 


NORWOOD, MA : : 1 Berlin Turnpike-Rt.15 Video Rentals 
. Hoy tre ot RI P| GROTON, a 


: © Preview Booths : eetz Plaza-591 Rt.12 Preview Booths, Video Rentals : NEW YORK 
: PROVIDENCE, RI : : 

: 62 Charles St. Preview Booths : MERIDEN, CT >: TROY, NY 

; > 1919 North Broad St. Preview Booths ; 16 River St. Preview Booths 


AND MAGAZINE CENTER I on oe so ;  NUHAVENBook & Video ; HAMILTON Book & Video 


e St. Preview Booths, Video Rentals : iis an 
READING, MA ~ 


: Y Preview Booths 
Video Rentals : MIDDLETOWN, RI 
. ] Fact M Road - Rt 


Video Rentals 


at ae : EAST PROVIDENCE, RI Check Our Website ot’ WWw.amazing.net 


t. Video Rentals, Preview Booths 
ve. Video Rentols 


GREAT SELECTION OF VIDEO and DVD, MAGAZINES, SEX TOYS & more 
Available in Select Locations: ADULT VIDEO & DVD RENTALS - VIDEO PREVIEW BOOTHS 





Boston 
se eat »y 617-245-1010 
tonight! 4 > FF % A 


Worcester 


508-365-1010 





Providence 


401-243-1700 


Hartford 


860-838-0080 


New Haven 


203-889-0050 


1-900-407-7774e $1.9/mi via 18 Hot, live connections by credit card: 617-245-1032 / 69¢ a minute! 








‘Over 6, 000 local singles are looking to hook up tonight! 





